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PREFACE. 



IN January laft, I publiflied The American Annual Regifter 
for 1796. My colle<£lion of materials required more room 
than had been expe6ted, and it was found neceflary 10 clofc the 
volume -without completing the plan." 

SomegentJcmen, who wifbed to fee the publication proceed, 
offered to a/fift by fubfcriptions for a ftcond volume. But 
this was unfui tabic, becaufe perfbns who had not fcen thefbr* 
merone could not with propriety be afkc^ to fubicribe for a 
continuation of it. I therefore began the fame tafk over again 
under a different title page. The fubjeS was fertile, and repe- 
titions of what had been faid already have been avoided with fo 
much care that they do not, in whole, exteiid to near half a page. 

On the appearance of- the former volume, certain critics 
complained of my ftile. The roughnefs of their own, in the 
inftant of condemnation, afforded thebeft apology for the faults 
of mine. But moreover thefe refined literati were the patrons 
and prompters of William Cobbet. He had fpoke of mc, 
with his wonted politenefs, in ten or twelve pamphlets. It 
was proper, as it fcems, that I fliould be filrtit, becaufe die 
two chaplains of Congrcfs, the fecretaries of flatc and of the 
treafury were in the nuirber of his auxiliaries or admirers. I 
would npt injure Mr. Cobbet by comparing him with his em- 
ployers. The bench and jury who aifafSnated lord Stafford 
wercftill mo^e execrable than Titus Oates. 

In this catalogue ofthe patr(?ns of genius we find Mr. Ro- 
bert Liflon. The Britifh ambafTador, not contented with 
paying Mr. Cobbet for his labours, receives a daily ljundle of 
his gazettes. No perfon poflTefSng the feelings of a 'gentle- 
would fuffer that commodity to come within his c]oor. 
Such intermeddling from a foreign envoy would not b^e endured 
by any independent country in the worlds' unlefs in the United 
States of America. A French envoy at London, or an Englilh 
ambafilMtor at Paris, n^ver fet$ up ^ ngwTpaper tg recgtnpijCnd 
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his tneafures. Neither the old monarchy nor the prefent republic 
of France, would, for a fingle day, have endured fuch a connec- 
tion. In London, where the fpirit of national independence is 
uiiderftood and felt, the firft news of the Morning Chronicle 
being fupported by a French penfion, would level the prin- 
ter's office with the pavement. But Mr. Lifton goes farther. 
He correfponds with internal traitors. He is detefied, and the 
moft defpicable, or rather the m©ft proftituted of all cabinets, 
hath accepted of his lefufal to reveal their names. To trace 
the confpiracy, Cangrefs appoints a committee of five mem- 
bers. Of thefe, three are tories, and one of them is. Robert 
Goodloc Harper, the intimate friend of Lifton, the advifer of a 
Spanifh war, airi of the conqueft of Mexico. This is a new 
way to difcover plots. 

When the fifth number of this book w^s publifhed, Mr. 
Alexancfcr Hamilton printed, in Mr. Fenno's gazette, a deni- 
al of his connexion with Reynolds. He has now come from 
New* York to complete a fatisfaftory ftatement. Like the 
pot whitewafliing the kettle, he has already received from Mr, 
Wolcot a certificate ef his virtue. He is, at prefent, alfo folia- 
ting Mr. Monroe and Mr. Muhlenberg, on both of whom he 
had heaped mountains of calumny. Mr. Hamilton entreats 
them, to atteft his innocence^ that is to fay, tb^ir belief of his 
having debauched Mrs. Reynolds. 

The variety of articles tranfmitted for revifal and publication 
was unexpcCTed, and many have been delayed for want of 
room. The denial of accefs to fubfcribqrs appeared an ungra- 
cious tafk. A compliance with their wiihes made it nece/Ta- 
- ry to (horten the latter part of the narrative, and to leave out 
fomc. entire chapters that were prepared for the prefs. This gives 
to the volume a mifcellaneous texture, which the rigid remark- 
et is entitled to condema. At another time, I fhall perhaps 
<lo better. 

A report has bcv circulated, that Mr. John Beckley is the 
author of this volume. He did not fi-ame a fingle fentence of 
it. He is unacquainted vnth my hand writing, and I could not 
be fure^co diftinguiih bis. 

Philadelphi4t^ July i()th^ 1797. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Fir ft /effion of the fourth Congrefs. — Rcfolutlon pro^ 
pojed by Mr. S. Smith for checking t/ie BriiiJ/i 
treaty.— Hints re/pcCling that paper. — ^tte77ipts 
to involve America in a French ivar. — Sketch of 
the Jtate of France^ by Edmund Burke.— <lontrojl 
between her and the United States. — Scanty pay 
of the federal army. — Fatal effedls of a rupture 
loith France. — Camillus. — His miflakcs as to the 
Jlate of Europe. — Mr. Pinckney. — His opinion of 
the advantage of delaying a Britifli treaty. — At-- 
tempts to irritate Fra^ice. — Extreme danger of 
doing fo. — Real authors of the mifiinderflanding. — 
Mo7ttgaillard^s prediClion. — Notice to the patrons 
of a certain gazette. — Concluding remarks. 

AT the beginning of the year 1796, the fourth 
Congrefs of the United Statesfwere in their 
firft feffion. On the 4th of January, Mr. Samuel 
Smith laid on the table of the Reprefentativcs a 
refolution in thefe words: " That from and after 
the day of it fliall not be lawful 

for any foreign fliip or veffel to land in the 
territories of the United States any goods, wares, 
Or merchandize other tlian the produce of that 
comitrytov^\iiQ)\thefhip or vejjhl belongs.'^ This 
p propofal was profefTedly pointed at the treaty of 
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commerce with Britain, which had been figned at 
London on the 19th of November, I794i by 
Mr. John Jay, as envoy on the part of Ame- 
rica, Mr. S. Smith oppofed that inflrument. He 
faid, in Congrefs, that, within two years, it might 
be expefted to deftroy the (hipping of this countiy. 
The fifteenth article of the treaty has thefe words : 
Nor fliall any prohibition be impofed on the ex- 
portatibn or the importation of any articles to 
or from the territories of the two parties refpec- 
tively, which ftiall not equally extend to all other 
aations/' Thus the resolution was in ftrift har- 
mony with the conditions of the treaty ; yet, if the 
United States fliall ever carry it into execution, the 
treaty itfelf will, in fome meafure, be at an end. 
Britain could find a thoufand efFeftive ways of ex- 
prelling her difguft at this regulation, which would 
incommode her much more than the other mari- 
time ftates of Europe. Still ftie would have lefs 
reafon to complain than any nation in the world, 
becaufe the refblution is grounded on the princi- 
ple aflumed in the Engliih afl: of navigation*. 

The treaty in queftion has produced many vo- 
lumes of elaborate inveftigation. Since the new 
conftitution, no other fubjeft h^s excited fo gene- 
ral an effort of the ingenuity, the eloquence, and 

* On the 2d of September, 1793* the French Convention 
paiTed a fimilar a^. Its operation is only fufpended on account of 
the war. By the firft article, no foreign commodities can be im- 
ported into France^ but in French veflcls, or in thofe of the country 
which produces them, or of the country from which they are ufa- 
ally firft exported. By the fecond> no foreign veiTel can convey from 
t>ne port ot France or her colonies to another, any of their produce, 
^ird, every French veflel muft have her officers and three-fourths 
of her crew Frenchmen. It is amazing that the court of Verfailles 
did not adopt thb rule an hundred years ago. It will^ in a fhort 
time, double or quadruple the number of French feamen. Were 
other omens averted, this law is an epitaph on the naval fuprcmacy 
pf Sritaiot See an eloquent report by B aurs&b. 
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the pallions of America. It was this emergency 
which marked out the prefent year as more emi- 
vently deferving of hiftorical notice. The mat- 
ter itfeif daily grows in importance, as this tranfac- 
tion has brought the United States to the verge 
of z French war. Few have leifure to read, and 
ftill fewer have information or even capacity ade- 
quate to comprehend a great part of the complica- 
ted arguments employed for or againft it. To at- 
tempt a detail of the topics on each fide would 
be a voluminous, and by this time, almoft an ufe- 
le£s undertaking. The public has already become 
fatiated with effays, letters, memorials, replies, ob- 
fervations, features, reportSj addrelTes, views, vin- 
dications, defences, paragraphs, refblutions, petiti- 
ons, explanations, proceedings of town meetings^ 
motions, and fpeeches. Within the fliort Ipace of 
eighteen months, the argument has entirely fhifted 
its place. Theftrefs of the debate caa be no longer 
about whether the Britifh treaty is advantageous 
or prejudicial to American commerce j but whether 
it is worth preferving at the rilk of a French war. 
That the Direftory of Paris have this objeft fome-' 
what in their eye is moft likely. Tlic recall of 
their ambaflador, citizen Adet, was a broad inti- 
mation of their defign. In Europe, fuch aftep is 
the profefled Cgnal for hoftilities. It is as certain 
that a jparty in this country arefblicitous of driving 
the United States into that conteft. If a croud of 
other evidences could be forgotten, their abfence 
is fupplied by the letter from fecretary Pickering 
to Mr. Pinckney our ambaflador to the French re- 
public. At the fame time, attempts are conftantly 
xnade to decry the power of France. When a 
French general chances to retreat, the newfpapers. 
of the party teem with exultation. The republic at. 
layge is invariably reprefented as a rendezvous q£ 
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ruffians, a nuifance to civilized fqciety. It is im- 
poffible that the French fliould fail of being offen- 
ded at fuch unprovoked infolence. They hire no 
gazettes in Paris to revile America. They do not 
fill libraries in cenfuring our political charafters. 
Yet our federal prints attack, on every occafion, 
both the republic and all her friends, in the moft 
vulgar ftile of abufe. Even the minifterial prints 
of London, the organs of Rofe and Dundas, are, 
by many degrees, lefs infolent in their inventive, 
and lefs brutal in their reproach*. 

Before going farther, we fhall glance at the cha- 
rafter and a^Slual ftate of the French, whom Mr, 
Pickering and his friends are fb anxioiils to degrade. 
In preparing for a quarrel it is efTcntial to be ac- 
quainted with the talents and refources of your an- 
tagonift. The fituation of our citizens, thinly dijP- 
perfed over an immenfe continent, aifords a pecu- 
liar avenue to deception. It has been employed 
with diligence againft the republic. On a topic 

* Fdr inftance, a late corrcfpondent in the Gazette of the United 
States writes thus : " That contemptible and drunken vagabond, 
«* Tom Paine, who is notorioufly deftitute of every honeft princi- 
«^ pie, religious, moral, or political, has crowned his career of impu- 
dence and falfehood. Sec, — This creature of avaricious poverty 
and deranged ambition, would fet the world on fire, if he could 
find fix pence by the light, and advocate the climate and govern- 
ment of hell to be popular there. — He was, at the commencement 
of our troubles, a decided friend to the meafures of Great Bri- 
tain." After the war, his firft attack was upon the iranquility of 
Great Britain ; but here he was difgracefully defeated." [It will 
be time enough to fpeak of his defiat when the bank of England be- 
gins to pay its notes in ^old and filver. The prefent paper-money 
plan is like trying to crofs the Atlantic in a cork jacket.] I regret 
there was found any man in the United States fo bafe and hoiiile 
*' to the peace and honour of his country, as to publifh tliis letter of 
infamy the letter from Paine to General Walhington^ printed . 
byMr. Bache. The peace of the country runs no hazard, and as 
little awaits the honour of the general. On the 1 4th of December, 
] 796^ Dr. Ames obfervcd in Congrefs, that " the charafter is fixe4 
« in hiftorj /" Paine, therefore^ has •ome too late. 
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of fuch univerfal importance candid explanation 
can hardly be tedious. No better authority Avill 
Icrequired than that of Edmund Burke. Two 
ietters from him on this head have been recently 
printed, A few detached fcntcnces, extradled from 
whole fheets to the lame purpole, will place the 
refoarces of France in a juft light, and ihcw what 
the United States have to expcft in a contell with 
her. ''Out of the tomb of the murdered monar- 
'' chy in France, has arilen a vaft, tremendous, 
" unformed fpedlre,in afar more terrific guije than 
*' any which ever yet overpowered the imagi- 
*' nation and fubdued the fortitude of man. — ^Thc 
republic has acftually conquered the finelt parts of 
'' Europe, has diftrelTed, difunited, deranged, and 
'' broke to pieces all the reft. — We have not inlhe 
.' ' flighteft degree, impaired the ftrength of the com- 
'' mon enemy, (France), in any one of thofc points 
'' in which his particular force confifts. — ^The re- 
" gicide has received our advances withfcorn*! — 
" If things fhould give us the coviparative /:appi- 
" nefs of a Jfruggle^ I (hall be found dying by the 
" fide of Mr. Pitt.— Spain is a province of the ja- 
'' cobin empire. — Her crown is a fief of regicide. — 
. " We have not confidered, as we ought, the dread- 
ful energy of a ftate in which the property has 
'' nothing to do with the government. — The dilco- 
very is dreadful, the mine exhauJHefs . — A repub- 
lie of a charafter the moft reftlefs, the moll en- 
terprifing, the moft impious, the moft fierce and 
bloody, the moft hypocritical and perfidious, 
the moft bold and daring that ever has been feen, 
or indeed that can be conceived to exift 
Mr. Burke is far from being Angular in his pa- 
nic. Major Cartwright, in his work entitled, The 

♦ The letters were publifticd before Malmcflbury went to Paiis. 
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Commonwealth in Danger^ fliews the folly of Eng^ 
land depending for fafety, folely on her fleet. The 
French may give battle by fea, be defeated, and 
lofe twenty /hips of the line, without material in- 
jury. They know that the Englifh muft be crip- 
pled and return to port* The road is then open, 
and they difembark in Britain what troops they 
pleafe. The major adds, that, previous to the vic- 
tory of the ift of June, 1794, admiral Howe was 
reviled for not beating the French fleet ; but even 
then, he only did fobecaufe the French came pur- 
pofely in his way. They alfo, by facrificing a few 
fhips of the line, gained their objeft. This was 
to fecure the arrival of an American convoy with 
provifions. Arthur Young, a third writer of emi- 
nence, has demonftrated the depth of his deipair 
by the following propofal; viz. that England 
fhould raife an army of five hundred thoufand men ; 
and that they, as well as their officers, niuft all be 
men of property. He fays that nothing elfe can fave 
the country from a French conqueft. This was 
above two years ago*. Thefe authorities con- 
firm the lamentations of Mr. Burke. As to his 
pifture of what France can perform, we may judge 
by what flie hath fuffered. In March, 1795, 
mourier printed at Hamburg, a very interefliing 
pamphlet on the ftate of the war. He therein fays, 
that, in December, 1794, ^ report was laid before 
the Convention of. the number of fbldiers whom 
France had iofl: by her three campaigns. They 
were ftated at fix hundred and fifty thoufand. Du- 
mouricr adds, that this computation was by one- 
third part lefs than the truth ; and that, including 
emigration, famine, and the fcaffold, France had 

* See An Idea of the prcfcnt State of France, printed foxnet&ne 
previous to Mwh, 1795. 
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ttien loft twelve hundred thoufand men, in the flow* 
er of life, befides aged perfbns, women and chil* 
diren. Compared with this havoc of the human 
ipecies, the wafte of any other modern war is but 
trifling. The king of Pruflia eftimates that the war 
of 1756, which lafted feven years, deftroyed, in the 
whole, and in all parts of the world, only about a 
million of foldiers. To the twelve hundred thoufand 
Frenchmen we may fafely add eiglit hundred thou- 
fand from the allied armies j fmce the latter were 
equally numerous with the republicans, and befides 
were beaten. We have thus about two millions of 
deaths, in two years and four months,. or above eight 
hundred thou/and per annum ; fb that the prefent 
war is at leaft five f imes mose deftruftive than that 
of 1756- 

No other nation or government that the world 
everfaw, could have fupportedfuch enormous lofles 
as the French have endured ; yet their ftrength 
appears undiminifhed, and every campaign adds to 
the catalogue of their conquefts. It is not Icfs 
than madnefs for a party in America to be hiring 
ncwfpapers to revile fuch a terrible people. They 
are not only mofl formidable from their phyfical 
ftrength, but from the peculiar flrufture of their 
government. " It is fyftematic fays Mr. Burke, 

it is fimple to its principle ; it has unity and con- 

liftency in perfeftion." [Congrefs have rcfufed 
to impofe a land tax. Nay fome of them, with 
Iwprifinghardinefs, declare fuch a meafure imprac- 
ticable, though land taxes are at this moment paid 
in perhaps every ftate of the union. Pennfylvania 
has three or four. Oppofed to this frivolity, this 
puppet-ftiewof legiflation, obferve what Burke tells 
of France {] In that country, entirely to cut off a 

branch of commerce, to extinguifti a manufac- 
^ ture, 4;o deftr^^y the circulation of money, t© 



« HISTORY OF THE 

violate credit, to fufpend the courfe of agricul- 
ture, even to burn a city or to lay waftea pro- 
vince of their own, does not coft them a moment^s 
" anxiety. — Going ftraight forward to its end, un- 
appalled by peril, unchecked by remorfe, defpi- 
" fing all common maxims and all common means, 
that hideous phantom overpowered %:hofe luho 
could not believe it pojfible fhe could at all exiJI 
This is the fort of enemy whom we may chance 
to encounter, as the price of the Britifh treaty, 
and the epiftle of Mr. Pickering. When in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Burke was confidered as the beft in- 
formed member of the Houfe of Commons. He 
has long been the oracle of theJEnglifh ariftocracy. 
He is a penfioner to Pitt, and would be fbriy to 
overcharge the picture of French power. 

It is ferving America, to make a Ihort comparifon 
between the relative force of the two nations. 
The French, in only four years, have overcome 
the German empire, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 
the Netherlands, comprehending not lefs than fifty 
millions of people. The United States, white, Wack, 
and yellow, have not five millions. The French have 
drubbed three Britifli kingdoms, with their popula- 
tion of fourteen millions, and cruftied numerous con- 
fpiracies arid rebellions in the heart of their country. 
The revolt of La Vendee alone coft as much fight- 
ing as pafTed in America during the revolution. 
Pichegru, in one campaign, did what Marlborough, 
though conftantly viftorious, could not accomplifh 
in ten. , ♦ 

In 1794, France maintained nearly eleven hun- 
dred thoufand fighting men, and was, in 1795, 
have fixty thoufand cannoneers*. In 1797, Ame- 
rica, by the report of Oliver Wolcott, was to 



• Carey'scditionof Guthrie's Geography, vol, ii, p. 699; f P. iS# 
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rcc^yiVre an army of three thoufand five hundred 
and twenty- four men, including officers, cadets, ar- 
t5£cers, and twenty7feven furgeons. Even this 
l?4Ddful colt infinite haggling in Congrefs* ; and 
the greateft anxiety how they were to be paid. 
The French are the beft appointed troops, perhaps, 
in the world. From an immenfe diftance, they 
have been often tranfported in waggons to the field 
of battle. The pay of American regulars is abfb- 
lute beggary. The privates have a ration per day 
worth twenty cents, or feventy two dollars and eigh- 
ty cents a year. Their pay is four dollars per month, 
or forty-eight dollars a year. An annual fuit of 
clothes are valued at twenty-five dollars, fo that 
the accounts ftands thus ; 

Dolls. Ch\ 

Rations, - - - 72 80 
, Pay, - ^ . - 48 
Clothes, - - - 25 

Total, 145 80 

Every man wh6 can handle an axe may gain dou- 
ble the fum, and have his viftuals into the bargain. 
For fuch a pittance our foldiers, in war, penetrate 
'the wildernefs to fight an enemy who give no quar- 
ter. In peace they are cooped up in garrifons 
from whence they dare not ftray above a gun (hot, 
and where they have been often in the utmoft dif^ 
treft for neceflaries. Thoufands of horfes, in at- 
tempting to carry fupplies through the d^fart, have 
confumed their loads, and died of'hungert. * Ge- 
neral Wayne, it is faid, loft his life at lake Erie, 
for want of two ounces of caftor oil. 

^uchisthe prefent balance by land between the 

• The particulars will appear in the next volume, 
i MXf S» Smith ftated thisj lad winter; in Congre{% 
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regular forces of France and the United States. 
They are as one man to three or four hundred. Our 
expences equal or exceed our revenues. Congrefs 
have refufed to attempt a land tax. All other 
fources are about exhaurted; and a war with France, 
by the ruin of our commerce, would certainly cxjl, 
off a great part of thofc arifing from it. Nine parts 
in ten of the public taxes proceed from the duties 
on impoft and tonnage. In the land tax debates of 
Congrefs, lall winter, Mr. Harper ftrangely faid, 
that, if at war with France, our trade would not, 
in his opinion, fuffer more than it does already. 
He inferred that our revenues would not, by that 
event, be materially reduced. 

If we look at the fea there is no profpcdl of flic- 
cefs in a conteft with France. We have on tlie 
flocks three frigates. Of their navy an exait ac- 
count cannot here be given, but it has, for a centu- 
ry, been the fecond in Europe. It lately was faid 
to contain three hundred and thirty-feven veffels. 
An hundred and twenty one were fhips of the line. . 
Of thefe the leaft carry feventy four guns*. They 
would, in a conteft with America, be feconded by 
Spain, Portugal, and Holland. Againft this immen- 
fity of numbers, our Lilliput fquadron would be 
like three pifmires in the gullet of a crocodile, or 
three grains of chaff in the charge of a fix pounder* 
But then our privateers can deftroy their com- 
merce! Yes. And they fhall deftroy ours. Thus, as 
Henry Fielding fays, wc fell a blind horfc and receive 
a bad note in payment. Our feaport towns, from 
Portland to Savannah, will bevfucceffively trans* 
formed into a range of bonfires. The fliutting up 
of the Mediterranean and the weftern waters would 
compofe but an atom in the Alps of our calamity* 

* Carey's ecKtioncf Guthrie's Geography, vol. ii. p. 696. 
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Iii ^ ftruggle with France alone, unfupported by 
Ixer allies, we could not mufter a tenth part of her 
force either by land or fea. Mr. Pitt computed, in 
l&eMoufe of Commons, that the campaign of 1794, 
coft the republic an hundred and fifty millions fter- 
ling. Ours "Nyith the Wyandots were eftimated at a 
million of dollars yearly. The burden produced infi- 
nite difcontent, andanearneftdefireo|'peace. France, 
at an annual charge three or fix hundred times grea- 
ter, continues to fight and to conquer, to trample 
every enemy, and to diftate the terms of eveiy 
peace. To contend, if we can help it, with this re- 
publican TyphcEus would, in rafhnefs, refemble the 
, laft ftruggles of Jerufalem and Palmira. On the 
: altars of Titus and Aurelian we might read with 
[ probability the profpeft before us. 
I As a political writer, Alexander Hamilton holds 
the fame rank in America that Burke enjoys in Eoig- 
land ; and it would be injuring the logic of his 
party not to give his opinion. Camillus, No. vii. 
, was publifhed in the fummer of 1 795, and contains a 
furvey of Europe extremely diftferent from that of 
Mr. Burke. It cannot be denied that ftie (Britain) 
" is triumphant on the ocean ; that the acquifitions 
" which fhe has made upon France are hitherto 
" greater than thofe which France has made upon 
" her.*' The redudion of two or three iflands in 
the Weft Indies is not worth notice in this conteft, 
where the independence of Britain is in imminent 
danger. When No. vii. was written, the French had 
conquered Holland, and the Auftrian Netherlands. 
' " Holland,'' fays Mr. Burke, " is to England a 
" matter of valjue inejfimable.*^' By the conqueft 
of the low countries, France forms a femicircic 
^ around the Britifti iflands. Hence, while the fleet 

. ♦ Letter I, 
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of England lies wind-bound at Spithead, or is in 
any other given fituation, the French^ by taking 
an oppofite point of the compafs, can, at their 
leifure, difembark an army on the coaft of Britaia 
or Ireland. For excluding thelh, an hundred fhips 
of the line and an hundred canoes would be of 
equal importance. This, by the way, points out 
the folly of a favourite BritifU maxiu), that /le who 
is^iajier by Jea is rnajler by land. While the Ne- 
therlands, therefore, continue a part of the repub- 
lic, it is frivolous to fpeak of Britifh conquefts in 
the Eaft or Weft Indies, or indeed any where elfc- 
They fignify no more 

" Than Caefar's arm, when Caefar's head is off." 

If, on the one hand, (he (Britain) owes an im- 
menfe debt, on the other Ihe poflefTes an immcnfc* 
credit, which there is no fymptom of being im- 
" paired. Britifti credit has become, in a Britifh 
mind, an article oifaith^ and is no longer an ob- 
jedi- of reafon.'' [Thus Camillus tells us t-hat the 
creditors of England are fools. Theprofpefls of 
a merchant are not very hopeful, when no man of 
prudence will truft him. Yet fucli is the condi- 
tion of England as defcribed by its advocate.] Her 
government poflefTes, internally, as much vigor, 
and has as much national fupport, as it perhaps 
*^ ever had at any former ^period of her hiftory. 
xMarmed by the unfortunate excefTes in France, 
raoft men of property cling to the government, 
and carry with them the great bulk of the nation, 
almoft the whole of the farming interefl, and 
much the greateft proportion of other induftri- 
ous clafles.'' 

Mr, Burke has the advantage of being on the fpot j 
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utid be diflents entirely from Mr. Hamilton. He 
eftimatcs the number of Britifti citizens who. think 
S)r themfelves, at four hundred thoufand. Of 
tbcfc he computes that eighty thoufand are pure 
jacobins, utterly incapable of amendment. — 
" On thefe, no reafon, no argument, no example, 
no venerable authority, can have the flighteft in- 
fluence. Theydefire a change, and they will have 
it if they can. — ^This minority is great and formi- 
dable. I do not know whether, ifl aimed at the tcv- 
tal overthrow of a kingdom, I fhouldimjii to be en-- 
cumbered with a larger body of partifans'^.** The 
London Courier, of the 26th of December, 1796, 
affirms, that thefe two letters were publiflied by the 
connivance of t/ie minijler. Burke has penfions to 
the efFeftivc amount of about four thoufand pounds 
ilerling, fo that this fup{)ofition becomes highly pro- 
bable. Thus the authority of Pitt isfuperadded t« 
that of Burke, and they explode the opinion of Ca- 
millus. Each fucceeding campaign is an additional 
nail driven into the head of monarchy. Every new 
tax makes a number of new enemies. Here we per- 
ceive three diftinft caufes for a Britifli revolution. 
Thefe are, a fuperior and implacable, enemy on 
the continent, whofe local pofition makes a Bri- 
tifti navy ufelefs ; a national debt, which by this 
time approaches to four hundred millions fterling, 
and of which the very intereft can be paid only in 
paper; and a party within the country whofe enmity 
cannot be extinguifhed, and who, by the confefliou 
of their enemies, jax abundantly numerous for the 
deftruftion of any government in the world. 
Among her allies," fays Camillus, ^' are the two 
greateft powers of Europe, France excepted ; 
namely, Ruflia and x\uftria. Spain and Sardinia 

* Letter I. 
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make a common caufe with her." The two lat- 
ter have bceh turned by France into mere ftepping 
ftoncs in her path to the dominion of Europe. Ruf^ 
fia never gave any help, more or lefs, to the crown- 
ed coalition. Catharine is now dead ; and her fon 
has declined any concern with it. But even if lie 
did fend an army to the Rhine, Britain would 
be obliged to pay them. As for Auftria, Jafper 
Wilfbn, in his celebrated letter to Mr. Pitt, fays, 
that, before the prefcnt war began, the Emperor was 
offering nine per cent for money, fo that by this time 
he muft be as much entangled in debt as England 
herfeif. Nothing but arbitrary power could enable 
him to pay even a fingle regiment. This will not hold 
out long. She (France) cannot, without great dif- 
ficulty, from tlieir geographical pofition, make 
any farther acquifitions upon the territories of 
Auftria/' Carnot is a better geographer than Mr. 
Hamilton. Since this prediftion, Morcau and Jour- 
dan have penetrated into the heart of Germany. 
They have fubdued a multitude of its princes, and 
were within a fmall matter of reaching Vienna. As 
to Italy, Buonapai'te has eclipfed every commander 
lince Telcfmus and Sylla engaged under the walls 
of Rome. Hear what Burke fays : " The over- 
running of Lombardy, the fubjugation of Pied- 
mont, the pofleflion of its impregnable fortreffes, 
the feizing on all the neutral ftates of Italy, our 
cxpulfion from Leghorn, inftances renewed for 
our expulfion from Genoa, Spain rendered fub- 
" jeft to them and hoftile to us, Portugal bent un- 
der the yoke, half the empire over-run and rava- 
" ged*." This is the pifture of 1796. Yet, in 
reliance on the political forefight of Camillus, a nu- 
merous party in the United States have filled, and 
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continue to fill their newfpapcrs with fcurrilous ca" 
lumnies againft the French nation. Thcyinlulted her 
ambaflador, even after he had been recalled ; and^ 
as if this had not been enough to enfure a rupture, 
Mr. Pickering fent a letter to Mr. Pinckney in France 
which is more in the tone of a liucl than a oiploma- 
tic paper. When the blind lead the blind, we know 
the fequel. With regard to Europe, Mr. Hamilton 
is, in all his views, miftaken. This lamp of politi- 
cal wifdom, has conducted America to the edge 
of a precipice from which (general Wafliington 
faw fit to retire, it is of confequence to expofe the 
fophiftry" of Mr. Hamilton, that our enlightened 
citizens m^y fee by what ignorance they have been 
led into the prefent criCs. We fliall, on this account, 
pick up two or three others of his miftakes. 

" Britain and her poflTeflions are effentially jafe^** 
fays Camillus, while fhe maintains a decided 
maritime fuperiority.'' Burke, in one of his 
letters, fpeaking of the war of 1689, fays, that " in 
two years three thoufand veflTcls were taken from 
the Englifh trade." In every war, the com- 
merce of Britain fuffers prodigioufly. The prefent 
ftate of the Weft Indies (hews that a fuperior fleet 
" cannot always preferve her iflands. Witnefs the 
recapture of Guadaloupe, the conflagration of St. 
Vincents, Grenada, and St. Lucia ! But the expedi- 
tion of Hoche, to Ireland, is the beft refutation of 
Mr. Hamilton. Some people fpeak of the Britifli 
navy as if it could be prefent every where at the 
fame time. If twenty-five thoufand Frenchmen had 
difcmbarked at Bantry bay, a march of two days 
would have brought them to Corke, a city aslarge as 
Philadelphia, difaffeftedto government, andbefidcs 
entirely defencelefs. Another week would be fuf- 
ficient for reaching Dublin. The temper of its 
citizens appears by a letter from the viceroy. 
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He boafts of having a militia of two thoufand bar- 
rifters, attornies, merchants, and fuch people. But 
thefc men would not mounf guard, if they durft em- 
ploy the poorer clafles to do fo for them . Dublin 
has between two and three hundred thoufand inha- 
bitants, and if the bulk of them had been well affec- 
ted, the militia might have amounted to twenty 
thoufand. His lordfliip fays that the whole mili- 
tia of the ifland are about twenty-five thoufand* 
This is a pitiful portion in a population of four mil- 
lions*. It is hard to fay whether the catholics of 
Connaught or the proteftants of Ulfter would feel 
the grcatcft impatience to join an invader. Thus 
the left arm of England would be cut off without, 
perhaps, even the honour of a battle. This is the 
effenttal Jhfety that Mr. Hamilton fpeaks about. 

In defiance of . geography and hiftory, Camil- 
lus next endeavours to undervalue the conquefl of 
the Netherlands. '^France muft be ftill more fa- 
tigued and exliaufted even than her adverfaries. 
Her acquifitions cannot materially vary this con- 
clufion ; the Low Countries muft have been pret-- 
ty wdl emptied before they fell into her hands." 
He has more to tlie fame effedb. They are inhabi- 
ted by about fix millions of induftrious people, 
among the richeft in the world. The acquifitioa 
was of immenfe importance. If Bruflels and Am- 
fterdam hAd been reduced to afhes, and if a famine 

. ♦ His lordfliip tells ,us, that when the foldiers went off to Bantry 
Bay, in queft of the French, he granted their wives four pence per 
day till they returned. This was certainly a fplendid allowance, and 
well worth fighting for. In a pamphlet printed in 1794, fir Henry 
Clinton fays> that " thc^ array is now waiting to receive a very fmaU 
« fliare of plundenftfcen at the fiege of Charlefioiun /" 

The great take care of themfelves at lead. The hiftory of The 
Crimes of the Kings of England^ relates that the family of Mr. Pitt 
enjoy places and penfions to the ancotuat of eighty-one thoufand 
pounds fterling a year. 



UNITED STATES 17 

iVke tbofe produced by Britith monopolies in Ben- 
gal, had whitened the whole country with the bones 
of its inhabitants, Camillas might have Ibme realbn 
for this infinuation. The Frencli did not think 
that Holland was emptied^ as appears from their firft 
requifition. Among other articles, they demanded 
two hundred thoufand quintals of wheat, fcventy- 
five millions of pounds weight of hay, fifty millions 
ditto of oats, and hundred and fifty thoufand pairs 
of (hoes, two hundred thoufand Ihirts, with ftraw, 
breeches, coats, waiftcoats, overalls, hats, and fa 
forth, all in one month, befides twelve thoufand ox- 
en to be furniftied w^ithin two months. This enume- 
ration fliews the inaccuracy of Camilhis, and what 
may be expefted if the French dilembark at Mud 
ifland. 

The Britifli government maintains a proud and 
diftant referve, repels every idea of peace ^ and 
inflexibly purfues the path of war/' Mr. Burke's 
two letters are half filled witli lamentations for the 
debafement of England. They hold out a ludi- 
crous refutation of Alexander Hamilton. " The 
regicides were the firft,'' faith St. Edmund, 
' ' to declare war. We are the firft to Jiie for peace. — 
The fpeech from the throne in the opening of 
" the felfion of 1795, ^b^ew out oglings and glances 
of tendi^rnejs . Lelt this coquetting fliould feem too 
cold and ambiguous, the violent paffion for a re- 
lation to the regicides, produced," &zc. This is the 
proud and diflant referve defcribed by Camillus.— 
Ido not know a more mortifying fpeftacle than 
* ^ to fee the aflen^bled majefty of the crowned heads 
of Europe waiting as patient fuitors in the anti- 
chamber of Regicide. They wait, it fecms, un- 
' ^ til the fanguinary tyrant, Carnot, fliall have fnor- 
ted away the indigefted fumes of the blood of 
his fovcreign.'' The remainder of this fcene 
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is admirably painted ; but our envoy, Mr. Pinck- 
ney, is not, it appears, admitted even to tlie anti- 
chamber. He has been deGred to quit the coun- 
try. " At this fecond humiliation it might not have 
been amifs to paufe and not to fquahder away 
the fund of our Jubmijjions A report from the 
Committee of Agriculture at. London affirms, that 
the lands lying wafte in Britain, could be encreaC- 
ed in value by twenty tnillions flerling a year I They 
deferred this acquifition to manufafture French 
kings. — At Balle, it was thought proper that 
" Great Britain fliould appear at this market, and 
" bid with the reft for the mercy of the people- 
king." This is that republic which the Ameri- 
can emiflaries of England arcfo bufy in provoking. 

Mr. Burke then relates two fruitlcfs applications 
made by England, the one at Berlin, by our friend 
Robert Hammond, and the other at Paris through 
the Danifti ambafTador. Both were rejected . It 
might be thought that here, at length, we had 
" touched the bottom of humiliation j bur lead 
was brought up covered with mud. But in the 
^' lowefl cleep^ a loTver deep was to open for us ftill 
" more profound abylTes of difgrace and fliame. 
However, in lue leaped! — Thequeftion is not now 
how we are to be affefted with it in regard to 
dignity. That is gone. I (hall fay no more about 
"it. Light lie the earth on the allies of EngliJJi 
" pride I'' 

We can now anfwer the query of Camillus. 
*'^How happens it that France with all her vidtories 

* Britain has good reafon to be tired of this war. A late London 
ncwfpaper fays, that, from 177 5; to 1782, inclufive, there were three 
thoufand feven hundred and forty-two bankruptcies ; and from 171^3 
to 1796, inclolive, three thoufand fix hundred and eight. Thus 
four years of the prefent quarrel have done as much harm to the 
merciintik credit AS eight )cars of the laft^ 
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bas not yet been able to extort peace /'^ She never 
alked for it. " It is probable," fays he, thcnegoci- 
" ation (Jay's treaty) received its firft impreflion and 
" even its general outline anterior to the principal 
" part of the difafters fiiftained by the coalcfccd 
** powers in thecourfe of the laft campaign (i794)«'' 
If Jay had been warranted, as he was not, to make 
a treaty fuch as he did, its firft imprcliion would 
have been fketched in America before he fct out. 
But, as lately obferved*', the time chofen ibr ma- 
king it was highly improper. Camillus, in ancient 
or modern annals, will hardly find that, with views 
merely commerical, any nation ever cliofe fo hazar- 
dous a time for entering into a treaty. Tliis con- 
fideration alone fliould have laid the bargain on 
its back, at leaft till the conclufion of a peace. It 
was juft like building a houfe clofe to another 
which is on fire. During the refidence of Jay in 
England, every poft brought him news of French 
vli^lories. Hence, even if the outline of his paper 
had been fketched before the conqueft of Flanders, 
that decifive event fiiould have taught him to make 
a paufe. k. fnfpcnfion of figning the treaty for 
only three months could not have ruined America. 
Thefe things were as huge as high Olympus. They 
pierced the deafeft ear. They thruft tliemfelves 
on the dulleft underftanding. 

The letter of Mr. Pinckney above referred to 
clearly admits the advantages that might have been 
gained by delay. The bufinefs, upon the whole,'* 
fays he, has been concluded more beneficially for 

us than I had any hope we could obtain by nego- 

elation fix months agOj and, in my opinion, places 
^ ^ us in amore advantageous fituation than we fliould 

have been in by becoming parties to the war.'^ 



* American Annual Regiflcr, Chapter 8. 
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If fo much had been ?icquired by one delay of fix 
months, reafon pointed out a fecondpoftponement- 
Britain has been ever fince going downhill, and had 
the affair been to begin at this time, we might have 
had any terms that could be defired. The latter 
part of the above citation obliquely implies that Ame- 
rica had no choice between a treaty and a war. The 
llippofition gives a poor fpecimen of the writer's dis- 
cernment. How gladly fome people would be at get- 
ting into war appears from the Aurora of the 5th of 
April 1797. — "A correfpondent in the Centinel, 
^' fays, that the pl'ople of this country are not TETripe 
' ' for an alliance off en five and defensive with Great Br i- 
tain^ butfuggefls that theevent is probable.'^ This 
paflagc points more clearly than ufual at the ultimate j 
purpofeof a certain party. If the alliance above j 
recommended were to take place, the beft fortune 1 
that we could look for would be that of UlyfTcs in I 
the den of the Cyclops ; we fliould be refer ved as the ! 
lafl: morfel. If any motive can drive out of our 
fancy a Britifh alliance, it is to read the recent fate of • 
the allies of England, as dcfcribed by Mr. Burke. < 
They (the French) have hitherto conftantly de- 
clined any other than a treaty with a fingle pow- 
er. — ^In that light the regicide power finding 
each of them infulated and tnproteded, with 
great facility gives the law to them all. By this 
" fyftem, for the prefent, an incurable diftruft is 
fbwn amongft the confederates ; and in future all ■ 
alliance is rendered impradicable. It is thus they 
" have treated with Pruffia, with Spain, with Sar- 
dinia, with Bavaria, with the eccleliaftical ftates, 
with Saxony ; and here we fee them refule to 
treat with Great Britain in any other mode. 
Suppofe that we fliall have entered into the alliance . 
recommended by the Centinel, and that Britain, 
within fix months, patches up a feparate peace^ 
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while Hoche's huflars arc whetting their fabrcs in 
the barracks of Dublin. America would then make 
hit a ferry figure in a folitary negociation. bcfidcs, 
we cannot trull our ally. I'his appears by an ex- 
traA from tlie journals of Conj^rels, in the year 
1779. We are contending," fay they, againlt 
: a kingdom cru77ibli7ig to pieces'^ ^ a nf'tion with- 
out public virtue, and a people fold ai.d be- 
trayed by their own reprefentativLS ; againft a 
prince governed by his pallions, and a minifhy 
" without confiftency or wifdom; arainll critics 
halfpaid^ and generals half tri [led [thflc were 
two flagrant falfchoods], againft a |>^i>ven.m(^nt 
^' equal o;//y (obferve this o;i/y) to plans of plunder; 
*^ conflagration, and murder, a governmcijt noted 
for its violations of the rights of relhnon^ jufticc, 
humanity, and mankind, and revolting from the 
* ' protedion of Providence — Our armies in Flan- 
ders fwore terribly," faid uncle Toby, ''but 
nothing like this !" As for Providence, the peo- 
ple of England held frequent fafl days for military 
fuccefs. This delicate Ipecimen of the mob-ftilc 
was part of a letter from Congrefsto their conftitu- 
ents, and was draughted, at their delire, by Mr. 
John Jay. They fhould have faid nothing about 
Balf-paid armies, till they had been half able to pay 
their own. Several continental officers, on calling 
lip the difference between dirty pafteboard and 
hard filver, found, during the war, that they were 
fighting for about one cent per dayt. Yet they 
continued to fupport the caufe,.and to fink money 
in it. But the objeft of the above qnotntion is to 
point out the conjiftency of our envoy, and liow not- 

* How does this agree with Camlllus ? 

f This is affirmed by ag cntleraan, in Philadelphia who was one 
of them. 
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ably the ftile of 1779 agrees with that of 1794. 
Only poor fifteen years have converted a horde of 
demons, for that is the amount of his billingfgatc 
defer iption, into the moft upright people in the 
world. 

Wc have remarked on the hafte with which Mr. 
Jay clofed his treaty, and how much might have 
been won by deferring it. But the condud of the 
Jiegociator is eclipfed by that of the great body of 
Jthe people. It does not appear that the poffibility 
of a rupture with France ever once came into the 
conception 6f moft of our citizens. A majority in the 
Houfe of Rcprefentatives of Congrefs did indeed 
forefec or fear it. One of them was a/ked why 
they did not ftate it in their Ijiecches, inftead of ma- 
ny trifles, which were advanced againft the treaty. 
He replied that "they did not think it prudent. 
The Hamiltonians would inftantly have accufed 
them of encouraging the French to begin a war 
*• with this country." 

This is the very defign of fome of that party 
thcmfelvxs. When a man calls hard names at his 
neighbour he is underftood as defiring to quarrel. 
ISIr. Monroe, American ambaflador to France, con- 
duced himfelf with prudence and popularity. In 
December 1796, he prefented letters of recall, and 
bade farewell to the Executive Directory, in the 
moft amicable terms. His addrefs was received 
with reipeft and cordiality. He congratulated the 
nation on their viftories, and their new conftitution, 
in terms not as ftrong, by twenty degrees, as thofe 
of Mr. Wafliington on receiving the French flag. 
The Gazette of the United States, for the 29th of 
March, 1797^ fcolds him for this aft of civility £b 
contrafted to the infolence of Mr. Pickering. 
Though you could crouch^ znd kneel^ and//V^, and 
faxv7i^ on fuch an occafion, your fellow citizens 
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can feel notliing for you but contempt; and for 
the DirciSlory, who require of the United States 
an aft that would proflrate them in the duft, the 
. utmofl: indignation.'^ There is much more in this 
ftiie. Tlie alleged afl: referred to, is, that the Direc- 
tory refufed to admit an American minifter till the 
' United States had redreffcd their grievances. 

As for the contempt and indignation fo fiercely 
ipoke about, a different tone may foon be found ne- 
cefTary. Mantua is at length given up. Five Auf^ 
trian armies have been deftroyed, and an hundred 
thoufand prifoners taken, during a fingle campaign 
in Italy. Compared to this work, the American 
revolution M^as mere fcratcliing;. Tlie ILmperor 
cannot pay his troops with Englifli bank notes. He 
mufl either make an immediate peace, or be dc- 
ttironed. It does not appear that the United States 
could, in one fummer, raife five, or indeed two 
ruch armies, in defence of the frontier of Canada ; 
I and it is likely enough that tiie French may reclaim 
that province from England, and require this coun- 
try to reftore its ancient boundaries. They w^ould 
enter upon fuch a fcheme with every advantage. 
They have already a numerous colony of their 
own people in Canada, who are acquainted with it 
^as well as the New Englanders. They have always 
exceeded the Britifh in the art of gaining the Indi- 
ans. Tlie war with the lavages has been computed 
to coft yearly a million of dollars ; but with a French 
army to fupport them, a campaign might devour 
fifty millions. The ceflion of Canada would be 
oneof the leaft wonderful events of the prefent war. 
A great part of the people of New England have 
been uncomonly folicitious to exafperate the repub- 
lic, and, after the ti'eatment which they have alfa 
diligently beftowed on the fouthern Hates, and their 
numerous menaces of disjunftion, the latter might 
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chiife to give themfelvcs but fmall concern in the 
difpute. On the ibiith-eaftern frontier, the United 
States are ftill more vulnerable. Were Viftor 
Hughes, with three or four battalions of black troops, 
to land on the coall: of Virginia, the horrors of St. 
Domingo would immediately be renewed. Geor- 
gia ftill continues to import negroes ; a prafcice 
deferving the fey ereft reprobation. 

When we confidcrthe terror, which France has, 
for three years paft, infpired in Europe, the con- 
queft of Canada, and the extenfion of its limits, 
wuU feem but as duft in the balance. The brutal 
infolence with which the republicans are treated in 
the Columbian Centinel, cau arife only from an ur- 
acquaintance with* the poffible extent of danger to 
New England. Count Montgaillard is a French 
royaliil. His enmity to the revolution is as fmcere 
as that of any printer or preacher in the eaftern 
ftates. In 1794, publifhcd a pamphlet on The 
Ncccf]ity of C07itinui77gtheivar. " The generation, 
fays he, which is to invade and deftroy Europe 
has now reached the twelfth year of its age. It 
" was born in the very midft of a revolution [that 
" of America perhaps] ; it has feen all the epocha 
of this [the French] revolution ; it has inhaled 
all its principles, and it has fucked in every poi- 
fon by which it was infei^Ved. — Where is the trea- 
ty of peace which can conftrain this rifmg genera- 
tion to renounce fo liorrible a conquefl." He 
infifts, like Burke, that thewarmuft be continued; 
he even affirms, that the republic mujl be fubdu- 
ed. When this piece appeared, the French had 
not conquered Lombardy. They had not plun- 
dered one-half of Germany ; and the bank of 
England had not ftopt payment. Arthur Young, 
in the pamphlet already cited, fpeaks in the fame 
rone. Activity; vigour, and energy, fuch as the 
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ivorklhas not Jeen^ are exerted to fpread deftruc- 
tion. — The late manifeftation of the f'rench pow- 
"cr is too tremendous to be confidfrrcd but ujith 
" alarm and terror . The independence of Europe 
" is at ftake/' He fays that the war had, at that 
time, coft France thirteen hundred thoujand men* 
Every nation fears her, except America, or rather 
the tories, and the monied intcrell of our country. 
William Cobbet has fet up a gazette in this city, 
for the exprefs end of reviling France. He does 
not conceal his defign of bringing the nation into 
a French war. Sincerity is always fefpeftable, and 
he cannot, as an editor, be charged with a want of 
that virtue. If wc are plunged into fuch a litua- 
tion, his fubfcribers, and not Mr. Cobbet, mull be 
held accountable for the mifchief that he has done. 
It will be nothing wonderful, if, before three years 
elapfe, a French flggt fliall auchor in the Delaware, 
ancl compel PhilacWphia to deliver to the republic 
both him and them. Myriads of precedents of 
this kind arc to be found in hiftory. 

Dr. Ames once obferved, in Congrefs, tliat 
this country is rifuig into a giant's rtrength.'' He 
was right. Ten years more of peace will double the 
population of the whole range of weftern Aates fron^ 
Vermont to Tennaflcc. Above an hundre^d and fifty 
thoufand people arc annually added to our num- 
bers, and the ratio of incrcafe is conftantly aug- 
menting. It will foon amount to two hundred thou- 
land yearly, or perhaps it has ali'Cady reached that 
proportion. This is an advantage enjoyed witlt 
equal happinefsby no other nation. The addition-* 
al fwarms .will, for centuries to come, have n» 
want of room. 

The world is all bcforc^thcm^ where to choofc 
Their place of reft." 
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They will not, for the fake of fubfiftcncc, be 
compelled to bury themfelves forever in mines, 
or unwholefome manufaAories*, or to rufh into mer- 
cenary regiments. Whatever profeffion theyfliall 
choole, a moderate portion of induftry can hardly fail 
to fjpply a plentiful competence. But a foreign war, 
and molt etpecidlly a French war, will affuredly re- 
t;»rd, and may finally blall this faireft harveft of fe- 
licity that the human race hath ever fcen. Recur- 
ring to the metaphor of Dr. x\mes, it would be 
madnefs to expofe the atlantean infant of America 
to the arm of a giant, whole limbs are completely 
formed, whofe joints are firmly knit in his tremen- 
dous maturity of manhood. Let us forbear then to 
Imitate, while we condemn the infblence of Genet, 
or to propagate the exploded calumnies of Fauchet* 
Let us no longer whet the edge and embitter the 
venom of our faith by reviling a diftant nation for 
having, like moft of ourfelves, Ranted an univerfal 
right of confcience. To fpeak plainly, fome of the 
holders of public flock, with Alexander Hamilton 
in their van, have excited this clamour. Witncft 
the letters of PHOCIONt ! Thefe people tremble 

• In England, cxccflive labour kills per^aps as many people as her 
foreign wars. See Buchan's Domeftic Medicine. 

+ Alias, Dr. William Smith. The author of Jn Examiftafiojr of the 
late Proceediftgs in C%ngre[s^ as to Mr. Hamilton's condoft, fays that 
the doctor <^ holds between three and four hundred iliares in the 
*^ bank of the United States, and has obtained difcounts ad libitum J* 
The bank was incorporated by an ad dated the 2 5th of February, 
2791* A (hare contains four hundred dollars. Three hundred (hares 
come thus to an hundred and twenty thoufand dollars. In (ive yeirst 
from the ift of January, 1792, to the ift of January, 1797, 
Smit)i would draw nine thoufand dx hundred dollars per annum, at 
eight per cent. ; in whole, forty-eight thoufand dollars of intereft. 
Add this to the principal fum, and, with the advantage of difcounts, 
we may reckon fafely, that he has netted in whole at leaft two huib> 
dred thoufand dollars. 

The world fays that thcfc (hares in the bank were formed by an 
KcumulatioA of Congrefs certificates! which the dodor bought 
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for their paper, which no well informed citizen will 
ever think of molefting ; and, quite overfliooting 
the mark, they wifli to preferve it by plunging the 
continent into a Britifti alliance and a French war. 
The latter is only another namefor a fecond American 
revolution. Were Pichegru at Elkton to-morrow, 
many citizens would feel more than a fpirit of re- 
iiftance. Thepublic can trace the contrivers of fuch 
a calamity ; and, before oppofing the houle-breaker 
from without, they would perhaps begin with punifh* 
ingthofe who had turned the key. It has already been 
proved in the Aurora, that the llambeaudifpatch of 
JMr. Pickering contains elaborate mifquotation and 
direft untruth. Our fecretary takes the fliortell 
way to provoke the rage of a conqueror alike inflex- 
ible in defeat and fuccefs, intoxicated with the ho- 
mage, enriched with the fpoils of Europe, and yet 
unexhaufled by his thoufand viftories. 

In this chapter the narrative of the year 1796 
has made fmall progrefi, but fometliing perh?ips 
has been gained in point of information. The 
motion of general Smith, with which it fet out, 
regarding the Britifh treaty, introduced fbme re- 
flctftions on the extreme hazard of a French war, 
and on the temerity or perfidy of thofe who have 
led the United States into fo critical a fituation* 
The authority of Edmund Burke, and other inteh 
ligent Englifh writers, was next appealed to witU 
regard to the power of that republic, as a coun« 
terpoife to the fyftematic and voluminous fallacies 
of Camillus. This induced naturally to a compa* 
rativc view of the refpeftive force of the two na- 
tions by land and fea ; and the immeafurable infc- 

from the continental armv at eighteen pence or two fliillings per 
pound. They may have originally coll him ten thoufand dollars. As 
Hamilton was the progenitor of this mafter-pieceof finance^ the doc- 
tor has been adivc in 4ifplay ing hit gratitudci 
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riority of America was the refult ot examination- 
The lhameful attempts made to - widen the breach 
between the two countries was illuftrated by addi- 
tional remarks. Wc have doled with pointing out 
thc*peculiar advantages that America may hope for, 
beyond any other nation, from tlie continuance of 
peace ; and we have fecn fome of the motives of 
that party, who, under pretended zeal for her con- 
ftitution, wi(h to difturb her tranquility. To elu- 
cidate the numberlefs advantages of a pacific fyC- 
tem a great deal yet remains to be faid. So much 
untruth and deception have been ftudioufly heaped 
on the fubjcft, that much previous labour is requi- 
red to remove the rubbifli, before even the founda- 
tion of a narrative can be properly fl^etchcd out. 
The moft painful portion of the tafk is to beflow ' 
cenfurc on pcrfons or parties, and fometimes to 
hold up even a large majority of the nation in a 
light not extremely reputable. Flattery to the 
prejudices and vices of the public has hitherto 
been the bane of almofl: every hiftorian. This fault 
ftiall, in the prefcnt work, be avoided as much 
as poflible, though at the requifite expence of 
difpleafing the violent of every party. When 
we fometimes flop to criticife the paragraph or effay 
in a newfpaper, it ftiould be remembered that to 
thefe publications the people of the United States : 
do moft univerfally refort for political knowledge. 
By feeing detedled fome dozens of notorious fic-^ 
tions in that fliape, perfons at a great diftance from . 
fources of accurate information may come to ac- 
quire the habit of thinking more boldly for them- 
felves, and of demanding evidence before they be- 
lieve an affertion. 

The enfuing chapter .will partly confift of Ipeci- 
mens of federal compofition, as a key to tlie pro- 
jcifls and talents pf thatparty. The next three chap- 
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tevi proceed to lomc remarks on the motic of lup- 
prefKng the weltern hiliirrctUon, of rejicliiiiji; llit; 
lavages on the ibiith-wcflern frontier, of ((nnjjil- 
ir7g the prefent national dent, and of nr';;oei:ilii];; 
fay's treaty. The city of Wafhington, viwd the 
treatment of the late continental army, will r.^crit 
and receive fonie invclHgation. 'I'heio topics arc 
intimately connecled with the hnriiicl!> of the lel- 
iion of Congrefs about to be dcfcribcd. \\ ilhoiit 
jfbme prefatory explanations of tl;is kind, a r^ atlrr 
mijrht find himfclf in the fame 1 Lite of cmhim-.ti'- 
ment, as if he were to hcsrxn a pcrnfal of Ihji.ric-. 
at the thirlccntlibook of the Iliad. 

The firftfivc introdiKTroj y chnj^crr. h ivir^ hcc]-, 
employed on political iiibjci If, u rMlj^II br t ;:.*: r ! 
to go on with the journal c»f (.'on;;rei';. \s \ ty i 
the foul of enjoyment, ;ind a/, this wori; i.. ii.lf nrlril 
for the entertainment of every ciafs of pivr,)lr, ;jp 
intermediate and mifLcllancons chaptcrw ill he o ivimj 
on the prefent internal ftatc of America. \ iwarm 
of books of travels, in lius country will, aTiior.y; 
other articles of amufemcnt, be brought on therii- 
pis, and Tome of their injurious or iiofurd obirrv:* 
tions with rcfpeft to America will be candidly ex- 
plained. To ourfclves refutation may be unnecciTary, 
butfevcral copies of the prefent work will be 
■to Europe, where it may chance tv) he rcprii.tcc!. 
This part of the volume will there ferve u-; ^ vi:? 
■ dication of America a;vainft the errors of thoi'..-, wi ^ 
cither did not perceive truth, or did not Cuwu- i-- 
tell it. 

A work of rhc prefent kind aaf> btrc.i mn. ii \\\ i 
ted. Wc complain thnt ncwfpapcrr dct:a!.-, ire Imp-': 
fecr, prejudiced, und contradictory. Thriv: .lii v-..'. 
arc true, batthc printer cannot '.ivoid.i'it>ru:::i,' 
dation for them. The narr'at:i\r; .if to-innrr/,,.,- ; 
otfccn variance v/iHi tust of to-.l'jv; 
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he nor his readers can, fometmies, be certain whick 
to prefer. Like Penelope, an editor muit frequent- 
ly unravel at night the labour ot the morning.; while 
the public, amidii the ihreds and fragments of infor- 
mation, can hardly determihc what to believe or 
to rejecT:. 

The mere bulk of a daily newfpaper makes its 
mode of information often iuti icate, and fometimes 
inaccelfible. A folio volume of twelve Imndred and 
forty-eight pages may damp the curiofity of the 
boldcft reader. No one newfpiiper can relate eve- 
ry thing, The proprietor generally wifl es, as far 
as he conveniently can, to decline pnbliO ing what 
his competitors have already given to the world 
Almofl every fiieet is, likewife, half filled with ad- 
vertifements which are entirely uielefs to moli rea- 
ders. Thele defefts in newfpapers cannot, by di- 
ligence or c mdour, be entirely Ihunned. But they 
point out the expediency of an annual compilation, 
where ieleciion, brevity, and arrangement can more 
eafilyfiiid place. Many citizens of Philadelphia take 
in fix daily new^fpapers at an yearly expence of about 
fifty dollars. Three dififerent prints are a common 
fupply. Not one-half or perhaps one-fenth part of 
their contents are read ; and they are fometimes 
cafl: into the fire without being opened. After fuch 
a waftc of money, a charge of one or two dollars • 
for a yearly publication cannot beheld extravagant. 
The compiler of fuch a book has the grcateft ad- 
vantage in coming at a dillance behind the events 
which he is to relate. He can expatiate on the igno- 
rance of ftatefmen who, at eafter, did not exaftly 
forefee what was to happen next chriftmas, and 
"Which, a twelve month after it has paft, he fees ve- 
ry diftinftly* He is amazed at the dulnels of news- 
printers, who, with ten difcordant accounts of a bat- 
/ lie before them, did not, for fome hours, diftingui/Ji 
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the right one. With judgement and induftry, he 
may write an ufefnl pei torniance; and, by fome ad- 

drds, he tan look extremely wile at the cxpcncc 

o/iiis predecefTors. 



.CHAPTER II. 

Charader of Mr. Gallatin. — ConncClicut poetry. — 
Major Jackjbn. — Jokn IVatts. — The Bofion 

Federal Orrery. -Curtius. His exaggerated 

Jiatement of Britijh rejources . — Remarks on paper 
money. — Caujes of the preference of Britain to 
France in the federal party. — Democratical con- 
/piracy developed by Curtins. — Defence of Jeffer- 
Jbn^ Madijon^ Giles ^ Parker^ Chriftie^ ^c. — babies 
from Pitt/burgh. — Curious prejentmeiit by a grand- 
i jury in Georgia. — Purity of Bofion* 

A S to Gallatin, the feditious Gallatin ! What 
JfX 'hall I fay ? How fliall I defcribe that com- 
pound of vice and depravity, that difciple of 
meannefs, corruption, debauchery, and idlencfs. 
He is a foreigner by birth and education." [Of 
courfe, he muft be a rafcal]. For^fome time 
softer his arrival in this countiy, he vs^andered 
about the diftrift of Maine, like Cain^ a fugitive 
and vagabond, deftituteof the means of honed 
fubfiftence.— The vi^riter of this felt the effefts 
of his own liberality for months afterwards l-^ 
Unable to pay for a lodging, or to purchale the 
neceflaries of life, it was his cuftom to fleep in 
barns, and under the foliage of hedges, and not 
unufually in the arms of fome fliamcful ftrumpet. 
The fragments of the kitchen fatisfied the cra- 
vings of hunger. We findJiim next among thtf 
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iiiiargcnts of the wcflern counties in Pcnnfyl- 
vania. The late whiiky rebellion there is'prin- 
cipally attributed to him." Tb^i'C is ten times 
more of this trumpery. It is copied from the Ken- 
jiebecl: Intelligencer j and was publi/hed about 
the beginning of the year 1797 to defeat the re- 
election of Mr. Dearborne, a member of Congrefs 
for Mallachufetts. This is one fample of the fe- 
deral eloquence of New SLngland. If Mr, Galla- 
tin had wi(hcd for an opportunity of hiflamuig 
the p'.blic, he could not have chofen a^Detter topic 
than American finance. Yet his treatife on it is 
writicn in the moll harmlefs ftile, and feems to 
e\i;;v:can unufiial degree of good nature and for- 
bearance. 

About the fame time with this produftion, the 
Conneccicut C-ourant contained Cuillotina^ a feries 
of rhimes, written by one Trumbull. They were 
republiPncd in a Providence newlpaper. A few 
lines will Ihcw in what khid of kennel this Con- 
necricut mnfe dabbles ; and how wretchedly a 
certain party labour under a dearth of decent ad- 
vocates. 

Once more my fond attentions turn. 
Where Pcnnfylvania*s patriots burn. 
•< Sec Mifflin ilretching out th.e laws* 
To aid the ami- federal caule." 

This refers to tiie fcandalous artifices employ- 
rd in Pcnnlylvaria to Hop the arrival of the poll 
;it this city wi:h votes for electors at the late elec- 
tion of Prciklent, and to the activity of governor 
Mllflin in dL^te.Ting- a variety of frauds made ufe of 
by the fc\Ieral party. If Trumbull had felt any 
fcnie of common iionelly, or common fliame, he 
^vouU! not have Jlirred the afiies of a flory £b dis- 
honourable to his friends^ 
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** See him with Barclay^ John, and Dallai, 
« (Poor Pcnnfylvaniakecpi noeallows) 

Play many a democratic prank, 
" In fleecing Pennfylvania bank." 

One may fay, with parfbn Adams, " I would ra- 
ther be the fubjeft of fuch verfes, than the au- 
thor." Several months before this piece ap- 
peared, Mr. Dallas had publiflied a certificate 
that the bank of Pennfylvania was, at the time 
referred to, in his debt. This faft could not 
be unknown to the libeller of Hartford. But oUI 
brafs will make a new pajj^ fays the proverb. AT 
fifStion, though refuted in profc, may have a joyful 
rerurre<fHon in verfe. The polite introdu^iiion of 
the gallows fliews how ftrongly fome of the federal 
party thirft for blood. They have given more 
than one intimation to that purpofc. The New- 
\ York Gazette has an effay by William Wilcocks, 
dated the 15th of November, 1796- Surely,^ 
fays he, the guillotine has not done all its du- 
ty V He rails at the machine in France, yet re- 
commends the fettingup of another in America, for 
that is his plain inference. Some people fliould 
not, in common prudence, be fo forward to Ipeak 
of banks, till they give a fatisfaclory account of 
their connexion with Alexander Hamilton, and 
his bank of the United States. " The books of 
transfer at the treafury, and the books at the 
bank, are held fecret under the obligation of an 
*^ oath, on all perfons who ufe orinfpedl them, not 
to reveal the names or amount of ftock hol- 
ders*.*' So much concealment can hardly be 

♦ See An Examination of the late Proceedings in Congrcfs, re- 
fpefting the official condud of the Secretary of the Treafury, da* 
l!ed Stb of March, 1793, p, 25. 
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for an honourable purpofe. The righteous arc 
bold as a lion. Trumbull proceeds thus : 

" When Fauchet kept an open mini, 
" They aoubtlcfs had a finger in't." 

This is another exploded untruth. The rhymer 
goes on at this rate through five columns of rib- 
baldry . The lines now cited are fufficient to fhew 
the claffical difcernment of his friends, and what 
fort of aid they will ftoop to receive. Swanwick, 
Giles, Gallatin, and a long lift of that party are 
reviled fadly. Dr. Franklin, his grandfon, Mr. 
'Bache, and Thomas Paine meet with the fame ufage. 
General Wafhington, as ufual, is thoroughlyfoaked 
in the treacle of panegyric. But when the Prefi- 
dent notified his intention to refign, the party fbon 
began to change their tune. Wilcocks has faid 
" tliat xX\c fidJome adulation of the Prefident on the 

reception of the French flag was the mojl deroga- i 

tory part of his adminiftration*.'* 

The charge of being a fulfome fycophant does not 
entirely agree with the fuperb encomiums, which 
Wilcocks has fo frequently plaiftered upon Gene- 
ral Wafhington. This veering about lets us into 
the real charafter of fome people, and how little 
they care about the General, when his reputation 
ceafesto promote their private ends. 

But this revolt was overbalanced by Major 
William Jackfon, furveyor of the port of Philadel- 
phia. The fpeech of the Prefident, on the 8th of 
December, 1796, was followed up, next day, by 
the Major, with a puff in one of our newfpapers. 
It begins thus. " To attempt an illufl:ration of a 

fubjeft in itfelf fo illumined as the fpeech of our 

moft excellent Prefident were an arrogance 



* Aurora, 31ft December, 1796, 
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which wc utterly difclaim/' He goes on white- 
w^aAing for a confiderable length. The dilUnt 
"fettler on the Miffiflippi beholds with exultation 
"that his happinefs forms a confideration in the 
" mind of the government, co-equal with that of 
" his fellow citizen on the Atlantic.'* He is equally 
entitled to proteftion ; for his welfare is efTential 
to the union. Hence exultation would bemifplac- 
cd. A Prclldent and other officers of government 
are paid for doing their duty ; and, if they fail of 
performing it to public fatisfaftion, there are, if wc 
could only believe fo, abundance of men as good 
as the beft of them. Major Jackfon here points at 
the Spanifli treaty ; but he might have rcfieded 
that the fame adminiftration, by tlie weakeft and 
meaneft fpecies of trimming, has induced the dan- 
ger of a French war, and if that happens, the wes- 
tern waters will be more completely blocked up 
than ever. 

Is there a feaman belonging to the United 
States, or a connexion of that valuable clafs of 
citizens, whofe vows are not offered for the 
good of him, whofe head andheart have been fo 
much occupied with their concerns V* This was 
an unfortunate topic. But the Major, as a militaiy 
man, knows that the weakeft part of a fortifica- 
tion has moft need of defence. Where is the 
veteran whofe bofom does not beat in refponfive 
applaufe to the eulogium of Waftiington on 
military fkill If, at the creation of the public 
debt, he had taken a fingle ftep to favc them from 
indigence, if he had refufed to fign the ftatute of 
limitations, and fome other laws not much better*, 
their bofoms would have been more likely to beat. 
No peculiar lhare of blame in this bufinefs lies on 



* American Annual Regiftcr, chap. r. and xi. 



gS HISTORY OF THE 

the Prefident. The great body of the people have 
betrayed entirtl^jmdifFerence. about the old foldiers, 
otherwife fuch aJfs never could have part. At the 
fame time money is unaccountably wafted on fa- 
vages. John Watts, a Creek warrior, boafts of 
having taken thirty-three fcalps* In the latter 
part of 1796, this fellow, and a number of others, 
came to Philadelphia, where they feafted^ an ex- 
pence of four thoufand dollars*. Thus much for 
Major Jacklbn. 

Nothing is, in itfelf, more comtemptible, and 
nothing tends more certainly to defeat its own 
purpofe, tlian extravagant praife. Encomium ne- 
ver appeared in a more farcical fhape, than it has 
often afliimed in poetry. Of this fort of writing the 
Bofton Federal Orrery afforded a miferable fpeci- 
men, in the Cratulatory Addrefs on the birth-day of 
the Prefident, in February, 1796. 

If a ftr anger knew nothing elfeof the hiftory of 
the American war, than what he could glean from - 
this copy of verfes, he would infer, that General 
Wafliington had fingly, and exclufively, extermi- 
nated the Britifh armies in a perfonal combat. In 
the laft line of the firft ftanza, this rhymer of Maf- 
fachufetts calls him the " Godlike IVafliington.^ 
This is fomething worfe than mere nonfenfe. It 
approaches to indecency and profanation. 

In the third ftanza we meet with a parallel be- 
tween General Wafhington and • ; let the rea- 
der, if he can, conjefture the counter part of this 
comparifbnl Mofes, the Jew, is introduced as not 
fuperior in legiflative or military merits, to the 
leader in our revolution., As if that were not 

* This is ftatcd on the authority of Mr. Chriftophcr Greenup, a 
teprefentativc from Kentucky, The writer has iK>t yet fecn the ac- 
conipt. 
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cnougb, there follows a parallel between the Pre- 
fidcnt and the Creator of the Univcrfe ; and though 
thisftyle may feem ridiculous, incredible, and mad, 
it has abfolutely been adopted by the bard of the 
Bojlon Federal Orrery. After alluding to the mi- 
raculous paflage of the Red fca, he adds, that 

By mght your pillac, and your cloud by day," 
" He (the Prefident) fought yoar battles." 

Here is an attempt to blend the ferv ices and exer- 
tions of the American colonies with the omnifcient 
Tuperintendancy of the Supreme Being. Effrontery 
or impiety cannot proceed much farther. Of fuch 
panegyrifts, Dr. Edward Young has obfervcd, that 

<^ Their prai/e degrades, as if a fool fhould mean, 
" By /pitting in your face, to make it clean !" 

For the fake of completenefs, our author fliould 
have run a comparifon of Mount Vernon with 
Mount Sinai^ the Delaware at Trenton and the 
■ Arabian Gulph. Between fuch impious jargon and 
legitimate poetry, there is the fame diftinftion 
as between the trowel of a bricklayer, and the pen- 
cil of Titian. 

About the fame time, another piece of excel- 
lence, too lingular to be forgotten, appeared in % 
Philadelphia newfpaper. Here it is ; 

ADVICE TO COUNTRY POLITICIANS, 

Go weed your corn, and plow your land. 
And by Columbia's intereft ftancU 
Caft prejudice away ; 
** To able heads leave ftate affairs, 
Giye railing o'er and fay your prayers. 
For ftores of corn and bay.'* 

This is the firft ftanza of that brilliant produAion. 
American farmers are very obligingly adviied 
to give over railing. The writer muft by this word 
mean remonjlrating againft the treaty of Mr. Jay. 
As to able heads, five-fixths of the membcrsrof Con- 
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grcfs arc farmers, and hence this admonition ap* 
plies to them. They had better, as it feems, go 
home and mind their ploughs- The next and con- 
cluding ftanza runs, or hobbles, in the following 
words. 

With poll f ICS ne'er break your flcep, 
•* But ring your bogs, and (hear your (hccp, 

** And rear your Iambs and calves ; 

And Wafhington will take due care, 
" That Britons never more lhall dare 

•* Attempt to make you flaves." 

TJie felicity of the rhime in calves and Jlaves^ 
proves that the auripular accuracy of this laureate 
keeps pace with his other qualifications. It is a very 
handfbme compliment to the farmers of tlic United 
States to tell them that their under/landings are juft 
equal to putting a ring into the fnout of a hog. The 
odes of Horace, and MartiaPsepigrams,were written 
in the fink of Roman tyranny ; yet, they contain no- 
thing correfpondent with the abjeft vulgarity of this ' 
advice. The piece is, from firft to laft, a ftupid in- 
fult on the feelings of a free country. This Phila- 
dclphian bard feems a formidable rival to the vi- 
Icft fycophant that ever licked up the fpittle of deC' 
potifm. 

The people of x\merica boafl: loudly of their free- ^ 
dom,and of their fuperiority, in this refpeft, to every ' 
other nation ; yet the fpirit of fervility in writing 
birth-day verfes, exceeds all bounds. 

One of the gazettes of this city, after the birth- 
day in February, 1795? another piece of the 
fame ftiabby ftrain. It filled two entire columns ; 
and, which ftiews the wretchednefs, or rather non- 
entity of literai'y tafte, it was printed, in at leafl one . 
ether newfpaper. 

Alluding to the friends of democratic focieties, 
this poet calls them forcerers in their cells. After 
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raving through this comparifon for a few impudent 
lines, worthy of Webfter and his Minerva, wc arc 
told that 

«* Already Wafhington, like Atlas ftandi, 
Alone fuppordng empire with his hands ; 

*« Alone f the prop of all thi^ vaft machincy 
The mortal hero of the immortal fcene." 

The genius of Columbia (this is the new-fangled 
rhyming name for America), then bounges into the 
following exclamation : 

Chaos will come, when Walhington expires, 
*« Hide Freedom's fun, and quench her ftarry fires. 
* *« A gift fo fatal, why Ihould I retain ? 

Realms fo accurft, why jhould my power fuftain ? 

No, let thefe reeions to the deep be hurlM. 
*• Take back, un^thom'd ocean, take your world." 

\ A charming propofal undoubtedly ! that nature 
fhall diffblve on the death of an American prefi- 
dent. There is re^fon to think that neither George 
the third, nor any of his predeceflTors, was ever fa- 
luted with fuch execrable buffoonery. If the de- 
calogue had faid, Thou Jhalt not write nonjenje^ this 
author muft have been a difmal finner. It is the 
f happy privilege of an American, that he may prat- 
[ tic and print, in what way he pleafes, and without 
F liny one to make him afraid. 

Auguftus Csefar found it for his intereft to be 
bountiful and grateful to Virgil and Horace. Their 
verfes, like ftepping ftones acrofs the mire, part- 
ly faved his name from that reproach, through 
-which it has waded down to pofterity. The 
reputation of our Prefident requires not the help 
of poetical crutches. To him we may apply what 
^ the king of Pruffia, in his memoirs, hath faid of 
his brother Henry : The higheft encomium which we 
: ean be/low^ is an impartial narrative of his adions. 
As a Ikctch of the current ftile, wc fhall notice 
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one other writer of the day. Curtius publiflied 
twelve letters in defence of Jay's treaty. The 
points now to be inveftigated, refer to what he fays 
about the relative force of France and Britain, and 
the violent manner in which he fpeaks of thofc 
who differ from his political opinions. 

As an evidence of the greatnefs of Britain, Cur- 
tius, No. vii. fays, that her Eaft-India territories 

yield an annual revenue of more than eight mil- 

lions ftei'ling.^' Camillus, alfo, No. vii.. lays 
much weight upon the (hips from India to England 
in 1795, having cargoes " computed to be worth 

between four and five millions fterling/' While ' 
an alliance with that country is recommended, and 
fuch accounts given of its wealth and power, only ■ 
a few words are needful to fet the matter right. 
Three-fourths of this revenue go to the expencc 
of fupporting the government of the country ; part 
is abforbed by inveftments and commercial charges, 
and the remainder is confumed itt paying the inte- 
rcft of the Indian debts of the company. By the 
lateft advices received, on the i6th of June, 1795, 
from India, they were owing, in that part of the g 
world, feven millions three hundred thou£and - 
pounds fterling. This was ftated in the Houfe of 
Commons, on the above date, by Mr. Dundas. The ' 
company owe likewife another enormous debt in 
England, a part of which, under the name of bon^ 
ded^ amounted then to two millions fterling. Thus, 
when the company have paid the charges of govern- 
ment, the intereft of their debts, and mercantile 
cxpences, they are, by feveral millions fterling, 
worfe than nothing* T^'hey have been often on the 
brink of bankruptcy, and woujd have ftopt pay- 
nient many years ago, if Parliament had not lent % 
them, in advance, large fums of money*» It i& • 
? Sec Smith's Wealth of Nations* 
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hard to think that fuch an eftablifhment c^n add to 
the real ftrength of a nation. Camillus and Curti- 

us need not build much on that fource of oppofi- 

tion to France*. 

* As the world in general appear to be miftaken on this head, 
rhc following ftatcments, laid before Parliament by Dundas^ are in- 
ferred. They are for two different years; and (hew how little 
England has, in reality^ gained by her catalogue of Oriental crimes. 

General Jiatt of revenues and charges in India* 
Total of the revenues of Bengal, Madras, and fiombay, 

' 793-4> as above ftated, ... ^^.8,294,399 

Charges of ditto, (including 66,358!., fapplics to Ben- 

coolcn, &c.) 6,181,504. 

■Revenues more than charges, - - 2,112,895 

Intcreft on debts paid from this fum, - - 458,045 

Surplus revenues, « - - 1,654,852 

Add — import, fales, and certificates, - - 475>99+ 

Sums applicable to inveftments, payment of commercial 
charges, &c. (exclufive of 2o>oooL gained by iffuing 
notes, . - - - 2,i3o,84(» 



Eflimates for 1794-5. 
Total revenues of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, cfti- 

mated 1794-5, - • - - >f-7>79<>>8o'y 

Total charges, ditto, (includinp: 104,6321. fupplics to 

Bencoolen, &c.) - - - - 5>923,o6j 



i>867,744 

Deduft intereft on debts, per No. XVI, - - 437,047 

Eftimated furplus revenue, - - ^»\lOy6^i 

Add No. XV. Eftimated fales of imports, and a- 
mount of certificates, ... 380,669 



Amount eftimated to be applicable to inveftments, pay- 
ment of commercial charges, &c. &c. - - Ij8j I3366 

On the a4th of May, 1791, Charles Fox faid, in the Houfe of 
Commons, that the company's debts amounted to fixteen millions 
eight hundred thoufand pounds fterling. Thefe details agree in 
fubftance with the fummary in the text. Much noifc was mad? both 
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When Cartius ipeaks of Europe, he ftumbles in 
the fame way a3 Camillus. " Great Britain, though 
her array was deftroyed in the Netherlands, re- 
tains ali her activity and relburces*. Govern- 
mtvx has not been compelled to dillrefs her trade 
to man her navy." She never manned twenty 
fail of the line, at one time, without diftrefling 
trade. A general prefs is the fure confequence of 
Ihch an equipment. Tlie fcarcity of feamen has 
been very great. Again. " Her debt has indeed 
been augmented ; but ftill immenfe fums ofmo- 
ney (of paper he (hould have faid) are offered, 
and the only queftion with government is, whofc 
mofify ihall be received on loan." That is on 
account of the extravagant premiums. As for * 
money, all the gold and filver coin in England 
would not pay above one-nineteenth part of the 
debts that flie has contracted. If the ifland could be 
divided into three equal (hares, it would require one 
of them to fatisfy the public creditors. " Britain, 
" at tUis moment, maintains as commanding an at- 
titude among the powers of the earth, as at any 
former period.^^ Only two pages before, Curtius 
had laid, that her land forces were defeated and 
cut to pieces, the laft campaign (1794), unde^ 

for and a{>ainft Jay*s conduft on account of the ftipnlations refpec- 
ting the Eaft India trade. When it is obfcrved how little ev^n the 
Ealt India company can make, who are mailers of India itfelf, a fuf- 
picion may be excited, that this branch of commerce was not worth 
much contention. American fhips can fail to China, without leave 
of England ; and that is the moft important branch of the Oriental ^ 
market. 

* To fill up thefe armies, the country was, in fome places, half 
depopulated. On the 24th of March, 1795, Mr. Sheridan inform- 
ed the Houfe of Commons, that one magiftrate had attcfted twen- 
ty-one thoufand recruits. About the fame time it was ftated in ■ 
the houfe, that Manchefter, fincc the war began, bad loft twelve 
thoufand people. 
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*^ niable ; and there is no queftion that any com- 
bat by land would be decided hi favour of 
France.** When England won the battles of 
Blenheim, Quebec, and Mindcn, flie was equally 
iiiperior at Jea. Curtius has no ground to compare 
the prefent attitude to that of any former periods 
With the fame judgment this writer rejects all 
danger of a Britifli revolution. If England cannot 
be happy enough to make a peace, (he will be ex- 
cluded from every port in Europe, as fhe is at pre- 
fent from two-thirds of them ; and then her com- 
merce and her power muft decline together. It is 
worth while to confider the cffefts of this .turn ii> 
her affairs on the fituation of America. One of the 
confequences muft be the explofion of her paper 
money. The quantity in circulation may be in 
England about three times, and in Scotland fixty 
times greater than that of gold and filver. This 
is a rough guefs. Every year of war augments 
the quantity of paper. The firft cffefts of a na- 
tional bankruptcy would be an utter deftruftion of 
credit. Currency would again be reftrifted to 
the precious metals ; and they would increafe to 
three, four, or five times the value that they now 
bear. The filver fix-pence, which, in London^ 
would not, laft winter, buy a pound of beef, will 
then purchafe three, four, or five pounds, as was 
the cafe fifty or an hundred years ago. Hence it 
follows, that the manufactures of Britain will fall 
furprifingly in their prices, becaufe the fame quan- 
tity of labour that formerly was worth half a gui- 
nea, will then probably be offered for three or four 
jfhiliings, or lels. Another caufe mufl: cheapen Bri- 
tifli exports. The country being rid of public 
debt, will, of courfe, caft off a great proportion of 
her taxes ; fbr, at this time, including the expenca 
of the cpllcftionof i:evcnue to pay its intercft,"thc 



44 HISTORY OF THE 

debt requires about fixteen millions fterling per an- 
num. Even no\r the maKufaftur€s.of the United 
States cannot, in many cafes, bear a competition in 
point of cheapnefs with thofe of Britain. But a 
fudden fall t5f one-half of the former rate, or pej^haps 
a ft ill greater reduftion muft put an end to ihem, 
unlefs their coft can alfo be leflened. The price oi 
fo many commodities having funk fo faft, they will, 
of courfe, drag all other kinds of property after 
them, till matters fliall be reftored to their com- 
mon level, becaufe the fituation would be too forced 
and unnatural for any length of endurance. The 
price of flour, for example, could not long conti- 
nue at eicrht or ten dollars, in America, w^hile En- 
gland railed it for two or thre:e. The value o 
lands, houfes, and perlbnal labour finking with flicl 
rapidity would produce numerous failures, and th( 
quantity of money afloat being more than was wan- 
ted, the precious metals, as on fimilar occa^fions. 
would drive paper out of the market. This muft, 
in fbrne degree, give a check to banking. Anothei 
claft of people would fuffer alFentially, and that ij 
the holders of public ftock. From its nature tlK 
fall would be more feverely felt in this than mod 
other property. Land, when equally ploughed, wil 
yield as large a crop as now, whatever might be 
the want of money. The fear city of houfes ir 
the fea port towns, would prevent them from ftan- 
ding empty. Good tradefineh are always need- 
ful and muft be paid a fubfiftence. But ftock be- 
ing entirely unproduftive of itfclf, unlefs as to th< 
intereft paid by the public, its decline in pria 
v/ould operate as a real Jofs, fincc it is only wortl 
what it can bring in the market. 

Thus the ruin of the Britifti fyftem of funds, 
and paper money, would run the hazard of flia- 
Idng the fame fyftems in the United States. This 
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appears to be the reafon why perfons connefted 
with them have fuCh a violent prepoffeffion for 
Britifli fuccefs, and fo ftrong an averfion to the 
afcendancy of France. The deftruftion of public 
credit in that country, foon after the revolution 
began, and the mixture of defpotifm and anarchy 
which have fince prevailed, infpired every holder 
of ftocks with horror. A confiderablc number 
of thefe public creditors were from the eaftera 
ftatcs, and but few from the fouthern. The whole 
influence of the fifcal corps, was directed againft 
the French revolution. As a requilite bounter- 
poife, the party wiflhed to caft America into the 
arms of Britain. The bankers and ftock-holders 
werejoiiied by two. other dalles. The one oftheib 
confifted of Britifli tories, who had been permitted 
to continue here in the war, or who had returned 
Unce the end of it. Another order of men^ in whcm 
the motives of the former were often blended, 
had frequent occafion for the difcounting of bills, 
to fupport their credit. Within a few years, fince 
banks became numerous, there has arifen an ex- 
treme {pirit of mercantile fpeculation, which could 
' only expand its flight on the wings of paper-money. 
All thefe forts of people, with a few exceptions, 
and all on whom they had influence, joined in re- 
probating the French revolution. Alexander Ha- 
milton has always been confidered as the leader of 
this party. His official powers gave him a very 
confidcrable fway in the management of the public 
funds, and the bank of the United States. Under 
him, the party hav? afted, or arc thought to have 
aifted with fyfl:em and fpirit. But while they 
were thus loudly declaiming, and often with juftice, 
againft: the fliocking barbarities perpetrated in 
France, many of them have forfeited their preten- 
fions to purity, by promoting, to the utmofl: of their 
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fldll, a civil war among the United States thcmfelvcs, 
and like wife a quarrel with the republic. Their 
defigns have been gradually developed by the courfc 
of events ; and it has at length been fairly confef- 
led, both by their words and aftions, that they arc 
willing to go to war with France. They dread 
her example as contagious for the deftrudlion of 
their financial fabric,whichthey conftantly mention 
not fay its proper name, but as the confiitiition. 

Having premifed thefe particulars, we fliall now 
quote fbme of the exprefllons that Curtius adopts 
in his twelfth letter^ " There is a confederation ^ 
of charafters, from New-Hampfliirc to Geor- , 
gia, arrayed in oppofition, either to the confti- 
tution of the United States, to its adminiflration, 
" or to particular men in office. The oppofition 
of the principal men in this confederacy can be i 
" traced to fome known caufes, originally of a 
perfonal nature. Difappointment in application ' 
for fome office, or thd failure of fome favourite 
fcheme in their political fyftem, has converted 
many of the friends of the late revolution into 
" determined oppofers of the general fyftem of the 
pr^fent adminiftration.^' 

This charge is daily repeated in an infinity of dif- 
ferent fhapes. No fafts are fpecified by Curtius, 
except an indiftind: reference to Genet. The con- " 

duft of this ambaffador is entirely unexampled 
" in thehiftory of civilized nations*.^' He was re- 
ceived with tumultuous hofpitality, and childiffi ex- ' 
ultation. But when it was difcovered that he wanted 
to plunge the nation into a war with Britain, this 
envoy inftantly funk into negleft. Curtius fays^ 

that his views were counteracted by the Prefident, ' 

feconded hy the northern Jlates.^* One would 3 

* C^rcy'i edition of Guthrie's Geography, vol, ii, p. 294. 



\ 



UNITED STATES. 47 

imagine that the militia of New-England had been 
ordered to march, that the kgiflatures had taken 
Ibme important ftep, or at leaft that their members 
in Congrefs had introduced fome motion to the 
houfc, which led the way for recalling the French 
minifter. Not one of thefe circumftances ever 
happened. The impertinence and indifcretion of 
I Genet were, in a few months, vifible to all men of 
f fenfe. His importance flirunk immediately to no- 
. thing. As to Jeconding^ it was manifefted in no way 
by New-England, unlefs fcurrilous newfpaper para- 
graphs deferve that name. Even this commodity was 
^ as plentifully beftowed at New-York and Philadel- 
phia, as at Bofton. The reign of Genet was very 
fhort. He arrived in this city on the 1 7th of May, 
1793, '^^^ recall was folicited by the American 
Secretary of State in a letter dated the i6th of Au- 
guft following. This letter, though ditFerent in- 
deed from the ftile of Timothy Pickering's epiftlc 
to Pinckney,was as fliarp as decorum would permit. 
The one haggles like a rufty knife. The other 
cuts like a razor. The next news from France 
was, that, if Genet had returned home, Robefpierre 
^ would have made him look out at the little national 
; window. Even the letter defiring his recall was 
not fo much as wrote by a native of New-England, 
though Henry Knox, as Secretary at War, was then 
a member of the American cabinet. Neither did 
Alexander Hamilton, though alfo in office, write 
any part of it ; for the dilpatch has none of his 
entangled periods. It was drawn by Thomas Jef- 
ferfon of Virginia. The ftory of the Prefident 
heing/econded by the northern Jlates is, therefore, 
an entire falfehood. 
■ The hiftory of Genet has been thus examined, 
! becaufe it is the only faft to which Curtius refers. 
We now go back to his quotation, and ftiall begin 
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with what he calls a confederation of charaClers ar* 
rayedagainflthe conjiitution^^c. , 

The mofl: eminent perfonage of the party accu- 
fed is Thomas JefFerfon, the fingle man Whd affifted 
the Prefident in driving Genet out of offece. But 
if the democrats, as, for the fake of diftinftion, we= 
muft call them, were fo violently attached to Ge- 
net, they mull have held his antagonift JefFerfon in 
the litmoft abhorence. Yet this is fo far from be- 
ing the cafe, that, at the diftance of four years, theiK:: 
refpe^l and friendfhip are unabated. Thus, as tc= 
Genet, the charge againft the great body of the^ 
democrats involves a grofs contradiftion. Whe- 
ther a few individuals do ftill admire what h« 
did, cannot be worth enquiring. If he was ofte:a: 
in tile wrong, he was Tometimes in the rightr 
The wretched attack rnade upon him by John Ja^ 
and Ri]fu3 King was only fit for two old women in ^ 
chimney corner. . It difgraced the national characr- 
ter of America, by fhewing what weak men ha c: 
been eleded as a chief juftice and a fenator. 

Curtius {peaks of the principal men in this confedo'- 
racy^ and their difappointment in application for fom4^ 
office. Neither can this apply to JefFerfon. He 
had been ambaffador to France. He was then Se- 
cretary of State. Little moreVvas to be had. Some- 
tirfic after he refigned his office. The refignatian 
was voluntary. This appears from the choice of a 
fuccefTor to him. Randolph was of the fame party 
^d principles ; which proves that the Prefident 
only chofe him becaufe JefFerfon would no longei^ 
keep the office. 

' As to the failure of fome favourite fcheme in their" 
political Jyjle?n^ of this alfo Mr. JefFerfon flands 
clear. His retirement was heard of with general ' 
regret. Nay, fo much does he poffefs the confi- 
dence of every ftate in the union, that Mr. Adams 
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was perhaps the only man. on the cdtitincnt who 
could have had a tolerable chance againft him for 
theprefidency. It is Angular that the principal per- 
fon of a confederacy againft government ihould 
! poflcfs the efteem even of its friends. 

We muft enquire among the reprefentatives in 
Congrefs for the fecond leader of the confederation 
. of charafters. This is James Madifon, efq. of Vir- 
ginia. Mr. Vans Murray faid, fome years ago, in 
Congrefs, that he might be called the father of the 
prefent conftitution. It would be ftrange if he was al- 
ready impatient to ftrangle his own offspring. Of the 
private charafter of the man it isneedlefs tofpeak, 
for the ftock-holding newlpapers confine them- 
selves to an incomprehenfiblejargon about conlpi- 
racies. He certainly had no hand in promoting the 
popularity of citizen Genet. He was in Virginia 
during the period of the citizen's importance. It 
: is doubtful if they wei-e ever in the fame room toge- 
ther* The claflical elegance, and logical acuter 
tiefs of Madifon bear the fame refcmblance to the 
tampering fuftian of Genet which Madeira has to 
^itch-water. It is impoflible that two perfons fo 
; contrafted in every thing intelleftual could have 
agreed, for a fingle day, in any confederation. Be- 
, fides, IVIr. Madilon is in clofe friend/hip with Mr. 
JefFerfon, who put an end to the citizen. Dijafh- 
Pointmcnt in application for feme office cannot 
^ imputed to this gentleman, unlefs the office can 
named which he was difappointed of obtain- 
• ing. Very few places in the gift of the Prefident 
'^ould have been a temptation. Mr. JefFerfon did 
\ i^ot, as Secretary of State, fave money. By abfencc 
I from his eftate, he very likely loft as much as he 
I deceived for refiding in^ Philadelphia. If Mr. Madi- 
t had undertaken an office in this city worth two 
f *H)ufand dollars a year, it would, have been of n* 
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pecuniary advantage to him, while his plantation 
ivas lying half wafted for want of his prefencc. 
But none of the federal hacks has ever pretended 
that Mr. Madifon met with a repulfe in folicita- 
lion. They fay that he has been in the pay of France. 
Yet he juft now dcfpitefuljy gives up his feat in Con- 
grefi, thus robbing the accufation of tlie laft rag 
which covered its nakednefs. He nevei- hadacent 
from the government of this country, excepting 
his fix dollars per day. As to favourite JchemeSy 
Mr. Madifon^ at leaft for the laft four yCars, has 
heen as often in a majority as out of it» 

Thus we have got over the firft and fecond heads 
of the confederation. The third in order is Wil- 
liam B. Giles, another Virginian • Almoft all 
which has been faid of Mr. Madifon fuits him . 
He never applied for any office. Perhaps the execu^ 
tive has not one to beftow. that, in a pecuniary 
light, would defcrve his acceptance* He has an 
independent fortune. He is a lawyer of eminence*. 
He could make a handfome income by his pro- 
feffion, if he chofe to ftay at home, and mind tha* 
only. He could live on his owh farm in Virginia fijsr 
a tenth part of the money which he muftfpend iB 
attending Congrefs. To fuch a man fix dollars I 
^ a day, or any place that the executive could give 1 
him, is not an objeft ; and nothing biit ftieer igno- * 
ranee can excufe a party writer for holding fucb 1« 
language about him. 

If we look over the other members who have l(< 
often voted in oppofition to executive oracles^ 1^ 
the fame obfervations as to perfonal indepen- J j 
dence apply to perhaps every one of them. For i/ 
inftance, Gabriel Chriftie is a merchant in Havre 1^ 
de Grace, a village at the mouth of the Sufqueban^ 
nah. If he wants to recommence plantei^, he has? ' 
a large farm of his own a few miles up the rivcr^ . 
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in one of the moft healthy and defirable fpots in 
Maryland. Such a man could gain nothing by 
confufion, nor could the executive offer him 
alraoft any poft pojOTeffing a lucrative tempta* 
tion. An office in Philadelphia, or any where out 
of his own country, with a falary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars a year would be as a feather. The 
cafe is fimilar with Meffrs. Baldwin, Blount, 
Heath, Page, Parker, N ^w, Nicholas, Macon, 
M'Dowell, Carnes, Venal le, Prefton, and others. 
They have either independent property, or lucra- 
tive profeffions, or both. They could gain nothing 
by diftnrbing government. They never made the 
fmallefl attempt of the kind; nor has any of the 
fcribblers, who abufed them in wholefale, ever 
pretended to fpecify a fingle fad, and much lefs 
to bring evidence of a fingle faft, that looked like 
a confederacy againfl government. Such malici- 
ous nonfenfe may do very well for a Connefticut 
tavern, a JCennebeck Journal, or a town meeting of 
Stockbridge, when our patriotic citizens are toaf?- 
ting John Jay and the papers i It may fnit Samuel 
Ciexter in a circle at the dancing fchool, or Daniel 
Buck in an addrefs to fbme mob, who are ring- 
ing the town bells for joy at his return to Vermont* 
After the words Jeconded by the northern Jlates^ 
Curtius proceeds thus. " But the party which c?r/- 
ginally rallied under that man, (Genet) ftill ex- 
ifls, and forms a league co-extenfive with the 
^' United States, connefted in all its parts, and aft- 
" ing by# fingle impulfe." Dr. Swift, fpeaking of 
Gulliver's Travels, fays, that they contained a 
lie at trvery fecond word. If a fingle word could 
convey an untruth, Curtius would be an unrival- 
led mafler in that fort of brevity. The party, fuch 
•as it is, exiftedin all its vigour, for fevcral years 
hicfore Genet landed on this continent^ a faft knowa 
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to every perfon who has crofled even the thrcfhol J 
of American hiftory. As ^for the Jingle impuKe^ if 
the confederates were always to behave to each other 
with common civility, there might be fome pofli- 
bility of the charge being true^ But they are con- 
ftantly differing among themfelves on ferious topics . 
For example, Colonel Parker, on the loth of Fe* 
bruary, 1797, made an able and earneft Ipeecb in 
defence of the three frigates. He was fupporteid, 
vtanibus pedibufque^ by John Swanwifck,who, if cart- 
loads of flander can beftow diftinftion, (hines like 
a ftar of the firft magnitude in the democratical zo- 
diac. They were oppofed by three of their con- 
federates, MefTrs. Chriftie, Nicholas, and Giles* 
The poor frigates were kicked about, as if they 
had beenfo many waftiing tubs. Nicholas wiffied 
them to rot on the flocks, as an inftruftive monu- 
ment of national folly. Chriftie did not care if 
they were reduced to afties. Giles declared that 
he always had oppofed, and always ftiould oppofc 
them, in every ftage, and every fliape.' This is 
only one inftance out of fifty or an hundred, that 
occur in every feflion^ where the gentlemen fligma:- 
tized as afting by a fingle impulfe, do fhew very 
plainly that they value not one farthing the opinions 
of each other ; but fpeak immediately from their own 
caprice or convid:ion. We go back to Curtius. 

Thus, in the infancy of our empire, the bane of 
all republics, is already diffufed over our coun- 
try, and poijbns thewhole body politic l*^ ptisnatu-^ 
ral that weak or ignorant people fhould fJhd their 
heads half cracked, while they hear of fuch terri- 
ble phantoms.] ^'Faftionis a difeafe, which has pro- 
ved fatal to all popular governments ; butinAmc- 
rica it has afTumed an afpeft more formidable than 
many other country. [He aflignsfome foolifhrea- 
fons, and then adds :] But in America, faftioa 
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" has afTumed confiftency and fyftem. It is a con^ 
jfiracy perpetually exifling^ an oppofition organi- 
^'-zedand difciplinetd, for the purpofcs of defeat- 
ing the regular exercife of the conftitution^ pow- 
"ersof our government, whenever a meafurc docs 
not pleafe the pcret leaders of the confederacy/* 
Curtius ought to name thofe fecret leaders^ and 
to give fome traits of the progrefs of this confpiracy^ 
In his labyrinthiail ftile, it is impoflible ever to 
take a faft hold. He is one of the moft decent wri- 
ters of the federal party ; and this is the univerfal 
way in which they make an affault on private cha- 
radlers. In the laft four years of chiming, they have 
hardly advanced four intelligible affertions. Their 
charges glide from the gralp of ftraight inquiry, 
like the /hade of Anchifcs from the embrace of his 
fon. The Tom Thumb tale about Fauchct bri- 
bing Randolph, has been fafely conducted to its 
grave in the American Annual Regifter. As for 
the weftern infurreftion, Findley, in his hiftory of 
it, has ftiewed that Gallatin was fb far from being 
an infurgent, that he had a principal fharc in pre- 
venting mifchief. It is deplorable that a party lb 
pregnant with charges Ihould be lb unfortunate 
in their few attempts at fpecification. " Already,'* 
lays Curtius, " are the heads of our govern- 
ment denounced as traitors ; already is our coun- 
**• try threatened with civil war. — If the oppolers 
of the treaty can poflibly embroil our country in 
civil war, it will be efFefted." 
There is a confiderable famenels in the dialeft 
of the Hamiltonians. Their conftant cry is the dan- 
ger of a civil war ; and the ufual menace a disjunc- 
tion of the eaftern from the fouthern ftates. This 
railing comes exclufively from the eaftern and Come 
parts of the middle ftates. To the fouth of Penn- 
iyivania no ncwfpapcr embattles itfclf againft the 
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Yankees. Of the three daily prints in Baltimore^ 
not one is attached clofely to either party. A ma- 
jority of the inhabitants voted for Jay^ bantling. 
In tha-ivhole country, down to Georgia, you meet 
with no gazette lying and raving in the ftile of Cur-^ 
tins and the Columbian Centinel. The Virginians 
encourage no newfprinter to balance accounts in 
black ball with Webfter ; or to proclaim the peo- 
ple of New-England bankrupts, fwindlers, confpi- 
rators, and traitors. They are not, with the mono- 
tony of a magpie^ eternally croaking about the 
danger of rebellion. Their fouls do not fit fb 
much upon thorns as thofe of their eaftern fellow 
citizens. There appears to be lefs Vinegar in their 
compofition. At leaft, by judging from the ftate 
of the prefs, in thefe oppofite quarters of the unioii^ 
a byftander would make that inference. Envy- 
may have fbme fliare in this barking. The popu- 
lation of Malfachufettsand Connefticut is ftationary, 
and their territory is but fmall. From New-York, 
inclufive, all the ftates to the fouthward, excepting 
three*, have an immenfe extent of new land, which 
holds out the certain profpeft of augmented wealth, 
population, and importance. ^ 

The relative proportion of exports from the mid- 
dle and fouthern ftates has augmeijted greatly, and 
muft continue to do jfb.^Bofton, formerly as popu- ^ 
lous as Philadelphia, hath ftill but about twenty 
thoufand inhabitants, while thofe of its late rival 
have augmented to fixty thoufand. New- York, 
which formerly was much its inferior, hath fifty 
thoufand. But Baltimore is the moft provoking in- 
ftance of recent afcendency. This town aroft, but 
as yefterday, from a marlh ; and rivals or ecliples 
the wealth and population of the metropolis of New* 



* Ncw-Jerfcy, Delaware, and Mar}'Und. 
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t. England. Virginia is twelve times larger than 

ic Malchufetts ; and Has already double her popula- 

J tioD. So great a difference of numbers did not ex- 

'c ift in the cenfus, of 1775, and it is hourly augmen- 

r. . ting. 

'I «* Like aaclent ladies when refus'd a kifs/* 

' Thefe two New-England dates are not perhaps 
[ pleafed to forefee the decline of their confequence. 
Whatever may be the caufe, the rancour of many 
of their citizens againfl: the fouthern ftates appears 
to be of the bittereft kind. Judging from tbe Co- 
JunlbianCentinel, a foreigner might be led to believe 
that the latter have fubfcribed a folemn Icajrue of 
revolution ; that troops have been raifed, and ma- 
gazines formed ; that half our citizens are prepa- 
ring to butcher the reft ; that Madifon is a Iccond 
Cataline, and Giles a Cafar Borgia. A confidera- 
ble minority in New-England agree with the poli- 
tics of Virginia. In May, 1794, the inhabitants 
of Bofton held a very numerous town-meeting, at 
f which, by a great majority, they agreed to recom- 
j mend to Congrefi to prolong the embargo. An 
! additional fixty days of famine would have put an 
] ^efFeftual end to Britifh piracies in the Weft Indies ; 
: and would likewife have been of more fervice to 
/ France than an aid of ten thoufand land forces, and 
ten (hips pf the line. A copy of the Bofton rcfolutions^ 
figned by the town clerk,' was tranfmitted not on- 
ly to their reprefenfative. Dr. Ames, but a fecond 
alfo, fuperfcribed to Mr. Madifon, Colonel Parker, 
and Mr. Giles. This told pretty plainly that they 
trtdled the three latter gentlemen farther, in that 
inftance, than their own reprefentative. Perhaps, 
however, this town-meeting confifted likewife of 
conjpirators. Avesimius generis facile congregantur^ 
The foolifli word jacobin is nuig in endlefs changes; 
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while Curtius gravely declares tliat " private 
aflbciations are fifrmed and extehding their influ- 
ence over our country." AU this is the vilcft 
trafli kilaginable. \ 

The calumny of the federal patriots^snot confined 
to the fouthern ftates. The whilky riots in the wes- 
tern counties of Pennfylvani^ have fiipplied them 
with a happy fund for declamation. Of their la- 
bours in this line, accept the following fpecimen. 

. In a Philadelphia newfpaper of the 8th of March, 
1796, there is inferted an extr^j^ of a letter, dated 
Pittfburgli, the 25thof February preceding, which 
contains unexpefted intelligence. The extraft 
extends to one third of a column, and reprefents 
the weftern counties, as having relapfcd into a 
ftate of anarchy. " It is generally believed," fays 
the writer, " that near half the men in this country 
have crofled the river to take pofleflion of wha^- 
ever land they could get. This\townis almofl 
empty ! Some large parties are gone with an in- 
tont to clear all before theip, where the land is 
good. Reports from the woods fay, that a ftrong 
party coming to a houfe, they turn out the weak- 
er, and a ftrongqr coming on turn them out, fo 
that fomehoufes change their owners two or three 
times a day.*' This makes about a fourth part of 
the cxtraft, wMch is all exactly in the fame ftyle^ , 
thougji fome paffages fbar quite above domprehen- 
fion. ' \ 

No farther intelligence about this lumult reacb-i. 
cd us, till the 28th of March brought forth a fe- 
cond cxtraft of an jcpiftle from Pittfburgli, dated 
the i*2th of March. It corroborates the former 
news, affirnxing that the poor people are paj^ 
^^fing the Alleghany in legions with their families to 

refide, and eftablifh aftual fettlements," 
Both letters, but the fecond in particular, have a 
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multiplicity of ranting bombaftical phrafes, which 
would be apt to make their veracity fufpefted. 

Both of them (peak much about a Mr. , who 

is doing fome inexplicable wonders. Both contain z 
profufionof fuch egregious nonfenfe, and malicious 
falfehood, that they are in themfelvcs, an hundred 
and fifty degrees beneath animadverfion. 

No further notice was taken in any newfpapcr 
about this infurreftion. Hence it is natural to in- 
fer that both pieces came from the fame pen, and 
that both were written with one rafcally view, that 
of fpreading a falfe alarm among the people in the 
Atlantic regions of the union. If fuch revolution- 
ary wonders were going forward, beyond the moim- 
- tains, it was ftrange that nobody fhould hear about 
them but one correipondent. It is the bufinefs of 
every > good citizen,^ to pluck up by the roots fuch 
incendiary flander. There feems a double barba- 
rity in ripping open the fear of a wound that is but 
juft fkinned ov?r. 

The bad effeft of fuch reports was very well 
defcribed in Congrefs by Mr. Baldwin. On the ift 
of December, 1794, ^^^^ gentlemen obferved that 
in a country fo extenfive as America, and where 
the people are fo widely fcattered, it was a work 
of immcnfe difficulty to have a regular and accu- 
rate account of tlie meafures of government com- 
. municated through every part of the union. It can 
fcarcely be conceived, faid he, by thofe who have 
no call to vifit the interior and more retired parts 
of the country, how much the peace of fociety 
is diffurbed by the malicious propagation of poli- 
tical falfehood. The moft wicked lies are kept in 
circulation, for months together, and hefore they 
can be efteftually contradifted, the people have be- 
come almoft frantic. For example, Mr. Baldwin 
mentioned, (and editors of newfpapers in every 

I 
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part of the union, ought to qijotc this part of his 
obfervations, as a caveat in futui:e,) that it had been 
aflerted that a poll tax of forty fliillings per head, 
has been laid on all the inhabitants, that the excife 
has been extended to wl^ut^ to looms^ and to in- 
ftruments of hufbandry, afcd that the late draughts 
of the eighty thoufand militia, are fold to France 
to carry on the war ! It is probable, that riots and 
infurreftions are fomented by thefe rumours 
more than by all other caufes. If a conftant and 
regular publication of all that is done could 
reach every part of the United States', it would be 
an effeftual, and, perhaps the only cure for thefe 
mifchiefs. The people of this extenfive country 
have, for thefe ten years, enjoyed all the efTcntial 
benefits of fociety, on very cafy terms. A man 
with five or fix hundred acrfts of land is fcarcely 
called upon for a dollar of taxes in a year. Per- 
haps no people on earth ever enjoyed fo fully the 
advantages of fociety with fo few burdens. Is it not 
a diftrefling confideration, that when we have fo 
few real evils, we fliould create to ourfelves ima- 
ginary ones, that give us fo much ufelefs uneafinefs ? 
Some wrong meafures have taken place, and here- 
after will take place, and nobody can expcd: that 
any kind of conduftwill give tt«/wr/i/fatisfa<ftion*. 

But a very fmall difference is perceivable in 
the fcalc of morality from one end to another 
of America. Of this remark the Yazoo bufinefs 
afforded a notable inftance. By an aft paft in 
January, i795-> a junto in the affembly of Geor- 

^ ♦ In the courfe of the difcuffion of this day, Mr. Hillhoufc ha- 
ving fpoke forfome time, Mr. Dayton rofe next. He began by- 
remarking, that it could not be expefted that he was to make any 
obfervations on what had been faid by the member juft fittcn down, 
^ he did noi hear ten luords nvhich the gentUmaH /aid* This was ow- 
ing to Boife made by membeis in the houfe. 
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gia fold to four companies of land-jobbers fome 
vacant lands of that (late. On the 2d of March, 
1795", Mr, Harper faid in Congrefs that the falc 
covered thirty millions of acres of the fineft land 
in the world, and mofl: admirably fituated for 
commerce and emigration. It might, every foot 
^of it, be made worth half a dollar per acre. Its 
icttlement would tend to open the Mifliffippi navi- 
gation. Thefe thirty millions of acres had been fold, 
he faid, for five hundred thoiijand dollars ! A more 
villainous tranfaftion cannot be conceived. Yet, 
ftrange to telll many perfons in the religious town 
of Bofton were deeply concerned in buying from 
thefe purchafers. The newipapers faid that the 
{peculators of that place had agreed to give Ibme 
millions of dollars for a part of this booty. The 
reader knows that the bargain hath fince been fet 
a fide, but that does not leflen the infamy of thofe 
connefted with it. The following extraft from 
the prefentment of the grand jury of Chatham coun- 
ty in Georgia, at the Oftober term of 1796, gives 
an entertaining pifture of the parties concerned. 
We further and abominably prefent thofe abcn 
minable and iniquitous grants of pine barren 
land, which have been palmed upon foreigners 
and northern citizens, the plats of which have 
been decorateS generally with timber not found 
* ' on them ; and moft of the pretended traAs fold 
are not in exiftence, to the injury of the cha- 
rafter of the ftate, and the honeft citizens thereof ; 
* * nine-tenths of whom behold the {peculation with 
the utmoft abhorrence, confidering the meafure 
calculated to injure their reputation and to cheat 
the unwary, to add to the pelf of a few men, who 
are void of principle and honour, and who would 
facrifice their country and its rights to increafe 
their own property. Wc arc forry to fay, that 
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among thofe charafters, are thofe high in office 

" in the United States ; and two judges thereof, to 
wit, James Wilfon of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and Nathaniel Pendleton, of the 

" Diftrift Court of this ftate, together with James 
Gunn, Senator from this ftate to Congrefs, have 
been foremoft in influencing the legiflature which 
paired the pretended Yazoo law, bartering the 
rights of this ftate, and the moft fertile traft in 
the United States, for a mere fong ; and which, 
if it were to be deemed legal, thofe concerned 

^' have fold for ten times as much, which the ftate, 
by proper management, might have put into her 
treafury. 

" We congratulate our fellow citizens, how- \ 
ever, on the virtue of the laft legiflature, which 
declared thefaid pretended/ale, conftitutionally ' 

" null and void, as fraudulent and corrupt, and we 
hope our fellow citizens at large, will now ex- 
hibit their virtue, by fending fuch men ^only to 
the next legiflature, as are known to be free from > 
(peculation, and will relpeft our rights by con- j 

" tinning and confirming the annulling law. It is 
only by a firmnefs of conduft in the citizens at 
large, on this important occafion^ that our rights ' 
can be refpefted in Congrefs, and at home; that j 

" this fpecics of gambling can be difcountenanced, ] 

and (peculating ftarpers be defeated, which is as 
y much to be defircd, on account of morality and \ 
our rifing generation, as the future repofe of fo- ' . 

" cicty, and the reputation of our growing comf 
munity. 

We further prefent on this head the attempt ' 
by Alexander Moultrie and others to drag this 
ftate into the federal court, to anfwer a fuit in : 
equity, under a former pretended Yazoo fale. . 
Wc abhor both (peculations alike, and werccom- 
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mend to the officers of the ftate, who may have 
been ferved with copies of the bill filed in the 
faid fuit, to make no anfwer thereto until the 
next meeting of the legillature, who we hope 
will remonftrate toCongrefs on this fubjeA. We 
cannot fuppofe the ftate liable to be fued, and in 
this cafe we hope (he will prel'erve her dignity, 
*^ by refufing an aniwer, particularly in a court ^ 
*^ where the judges have been guiding the laft Ipc- 
*^ culations, and where flic can confequenlly expect 
no jiifticc. We hope that the amendment to the 
conflitution, founanimoufly entered into by Con- 
grefs, againil the fuability of a Itate, will not be 
leaped over to anfwer the vile purpofes of the 
moft infamous Ipeculation." 
The above prcfentmcnt gives no fublimc notion 
of American jurifprudence,even at its fountain head. 
What follows willfliew the pollution of fome of its 
inferior flreams. In a work like this, the wrongs 
of the poor ought not to be overlooked ; and llic 
ftory is inferted at this place left, in the fiiblcquci.t 
prefsof matter, it might chance to be forgotten. 
The particulars are taken fi'om a letter addrrl- 
fed to the printer of the Georgia and Augufta C^liro- 
nicle, dated Hancock county, 30th of April, I79^>, 
and figned Henry Boyle, They ferve to lliew what 
outrages may be perpetrated, in this countiy, 
under the fanftion of public juftice. 

Sometime in laft fall, Abner Pierce was commit- 
ted to jail, and as it feems in Hancock county, on 
fufpicion of ftealing a mare, the property of Ward 
Darnel. He remained in irons till the fitting of 
the fuperior court, but could not have his trial. The 
only evidence againft him was the oath of Darnel, 
while two other perfons fwore that they were 
witnefles to his having received the mare from 
Darnel, in virtue of a mutual agreement. After 
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being confined for a confiderablc time, public j\iC- 

tice had not leifurc to doVs duty, by-giving him a 

trial. 

This poor man was on the point of lying in jail 
till the next fuperior court; confequcntly/' fays 
the letter/' as the imprifonment would have amoun- 
ted to nearly twelve months, lying fummer 
and winter in the dungeon, chained in irons, 
without one bit of fire to thaw the froft off his 
frozen limbs, and only one oath agalnft him, two 
" in his fdivoLir, humanity flirinks at the idea*/' 
What makes the alfair ftill worie, the prifoner had 
A wife and two fmall children. They had neither 
cow nor horle, nor any vifible means of fubfiftence^ 

* What ufe cnuld there be for keeping the man in irons ? A good 
-ftone wall would have anfwcrcd well enough. But perhaps the pri- 
fon was made of boards. About forty years ago, a wooden jail in 
Virginia, with a prifontT for debt confined in it, took fire. The 
alarm fpread. The jailor, in haftjly turning the key, fpoiled the 
lock. The prifoner, fcfin-T all ciForts for his releafe to be in vain, 
ftript off nis clothes, thrull them through the bars of the door, 
which was of iron, and bade the keeper carry them, as being all 
which he liad, to his family. He then retired to a corner of the 
prifon, lay down, and periihed in the flames. 

If a man was to be kept a twelve-month in irona, and thcfi to 
be handed, for ftealing ine horfe, what (hall wc make of the old Con- 
grefs, and their agents, who forcibly pilfered fo many that are yet 
unpaid for ? Nay, what is to be faid of the third and fourth Congrefs, 
ivho have rejeded many fcorcs or hundreds of fuch claims, after ad^ 
mitiing them to juft f* At the fame time, we are giving John Adams, 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS to buy furpiture for his houfe. 
The latter motion went through the Reprefentatives by fixty- three 
votes aeainft twenty-feven. It was impoflible*to withftand the pa- 
thos of Mr. Samuel Sitgreaves, when defcribing the crazy bcd^ 
Heads, the broken chairs, the ragged linen, the moth-eaten curtains, 
the ruily faucepans, and the fradturtd waterpots, that General Wafli- 
ington was to leave behind him in Market-flreet. But, had it been 
a foldier with a wooden leg, who, reGding at the diftance of three 
hundred leagues, had only juft heard of the ftatute of limitations; 
or had it been a widow, like Ami Dardfth, whofe only horfe had 
l>een dragged from her plough, while her children were ftarving, 
Mr. Sitgreavcs might as well have addrcffcd the north-weft wind. 
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except his labour. Four perfons entered thcm- 
felves as fecurities to the amount of twelve hun- 
dred dollars, that this Abner Pierce fliould attend 
at the next fuperior court. Mr. Boyle, who fub- 
fcribesthis letter, was one of the ju(lices of peace 
who granted his liberation. For fuch an office of 
benevolence and of equity, he has been abufed 
in a newfpaper, and pubiiflied, in his own defence, 
the letter above abridged. 

The following is another anecdote of oppreflion, 
and of fo fingular a kind, that it ought to be recor- 
ded for the honour of the eighteenth century. A 
negro man from the coaft of Guinea had been fold 
to a farmer on the fouthern line of North-Caroli- 
na. In the fall of 1793? applied to a black boy 
and girl, the property of an adjacent planter, to 
give him fome viftuals. In return he aflured them 
that he would perform a charm to foften the feve- 
rity of their mafter. He gave them a callibafh 
full of the feathers and claws of birds, mixed with 
negro men's nails. This was buried under the 
thrcfhold of the planter's door. He was, at that 
time fick, or fell ill foon after; and having ordered 
the boy to be puniflied for fome offence, the latter 
faid that, if he was pardoned, he would tell what had 
xnade his mafter ill. The concealment was im- 
mediately difcovered, along with fome of the fame 
materials which had been ftuck about the fick man's 
bed. The necromancer was confequently taken 
"up. This was on a Saturday/ He was tried ou 
the next Monday, by a jury of three free-holders, 
convifted of witchcraft, and hanged on the Tucl- 
day. The boy and girl were whipt and branded 
in the forehead with a red hot iron. One of thefe 
children was eleven, and the other thirteen yeais 
of age. The ftory has made noife, and an indil- 
tinA account of it, with fome remarks, appeared 
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in the newfpapers, a conliderabic time after the 
perpetration of the murder. The narrative is 
here given on the authority of a gentleman of 
veracity in Pennfylvania, who was on thcfpot foon 
after. A neighbouring magiftrate obferved to him 
that he had no doubt as to the guilt of the prifoner. 
lie was forry for being from home at. the time of 
the execution, as he Ihould have made his own 
negroes attend it. He added, by way of confb- 
lation, that the owner of the flave would not be 
:»ny great lofer by the affair, becaufe the ftate was 
to grant him fcvcnty pounds of damages*. 

We (hall clofc this chapter with a lew mifcel- 
laneoas remarks. In the profound debates of De- 
cember, 1796, about ivhetlwr Americans were 
the free fl and 7?iofl enlightencfd people in the luorld^ 
Dr. Amesfaid that, by all which he could learn, the 
people in Europe who c,9z^/^read were but as nume- 
rous as tliofe in x\merica who could not read. In 
plainei' words, he meant to ftate that the people in 
the new world had twenty times more commonly . 
a decent education than thofe in the old one. Mr» 
Giles agreed with him in thinking that Americans 
were wifer than the reft of mankind, but he did 
not believe it modeft or becoming to divulge the 
lecrct ; for a fecret it hitherto has been, and, fincc 
the refblution was negatived, it is likely to remain i 
lo. The very morning after the doftor made the 
above remark, Mr. Bache printed a decifive fpeci- 
men of the iliperiority of the American intelleft. 
A woman in New-Hamp(liire was accufed, and per- 
fecuted for being a witch. A man who had beaten . 
her, was, juft before this debate, brought to trial. \ 
The wicked bench laughed at the char^ of witchr 

\ 

* In- Ja;niica, fcvcral black people have been executed for witclxp. 
♦fafc. 
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craft. In revenge, a mob of the wifeft men on 
earth were on the point of pulling down the court 
jhoufe. 

Connefticut is ufually held up as the mirror of 
true republicanifm, the centrical point, the very 
focus of federal virtue. Take the following in- 
ftancc. . In fpring, 1796, during the debates on the 
Britifli treaty, a newfpaper of that ftate, which has ^ 
been already cited*, had the following moft ex- 
traordinary paragraph. 

" ff^ e are inforfued^ by a gefitleman from the up^ 
per part of the county of Hampfliire^ that aregi- 
mental review was held^ if we are not niiflakeny 
at Conway. As the people were informed that 
f67ne communicatiofis of a political nature^ were to 
be 7nadeto them^ upon the parade^ a very general 
attendance was obferved^ of all ages ^ from fixteen 
years to Jixty. The communications were read to 
them while under arms, and they were then cat- 
led upon to exprejs their fentiments^ which was 
done without any he/it at ion. The unanimous voice 
of the people prejent was ^ that^ before they would 
fubmit to aproftrationof the conftitution, by the 
prefent 7najority in the Houfe of Reprefentatives^ 
" they would MARCH TO PHILADELPfflA ; up^ 
hold the conftitution and the Pr eft dent ; and caufe 
the treaty with Great Britain to be carried into ef- 

^'fea:' 

It would have been curious to fee this army fet 
out from Hartford with Trumbull, as a fecond 
Alcaeus at their head, chanting the paean of battle. 
. Before they had got within an hundred miles of 
this city, Pennfylvania might perhaps have furnifli- 
cd them with materials for a Connefticut -flEneid ; 
and truly the caufe to be celebrated, and the bard 



• American Annual Rcgiftcr, chap. i^. 
K 
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who was to fing, were two objefts fo worthy of each 
other, that the world has not fcen a more fuitable 
conjanftion. 

All the intemperate expreffions of democratic fo- 
cicties, viud^quavitjs reformers^ do not come within 
fight of the etfrontery and infolence of this fingle 
paragraph. A body of men aflemble in arms at a 
review. They declare that they will march to 
Philadelphia, overbear the majority of the Houfe 
of Hepreientatives, and uphold the conftitution, and 
the Prefident. By the way, it was time that a public 
fervant of fuch dangerous popularity fhould be re- 
moved from his office. The refignation of Gene- 
ral Waftiington merits the inexpreffible gratitude 
of his country. But what better was the Conway re- 
view than the meeting at Braddock's field ? Indeed 
it was much worfe ; for the whilky boys did not, 
like this federal gang, make an explicit avowal of 
rebellion. 

If the defcription drawn by Morfe of New-Kng- 
landers be faithful, nothing but fuch behaviour 
is to be looked for. "They are indeed,'Mays he, 
^' often jealous to excefs ; a circumftance which is 
a fruitful fource of imaginary grievances, and of 
" innumerablejufpicions^and unjiifl complaints againji 
' government. — ^A veryconfiderable part of the peo- 
pie have either too little or too much leai^ning to 
make peaceable JubjeCis. They know enough, 
however, to make them think that they know a 
great deal, when in faft they know but little.— 
Hence originates that reftlefs, litigious complain- 
ing fpirit, which forms a dark fhade in the cha- 
rafter of New-England men^.'' This is the ac- 
count given by one of their own parfbns. 

Morfe hath obligingly announced his own princi- • 

• The American Geography, London edition of 1792, p. 146. 
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pics. " The clergy (of Connefticut) who are nu- 
' ' merous, and as a body very refpetflable, have hi- 

therto preferved a kind of arijlocratical balance 

in the very democratical government of this ftate ; 

which has happily operated as a check upon the 

overbearing fpirit republic anifnv^ What a 
precious deliverance that muft be! It is not fur- 
prifing that this ftate vomited up, during tV.e revo- 
lution, fuch a multitude of the moft inveterate cut- 
throat tories. 

" In New-England/' fays Morfe, " learning is 
*^ more generally diffufcd among all ranks of peo- 

pie than /;/ any other part of the glQbe\.'' His 
univcrfal geography fhews how little Morfe him- 
felf knows about many parts of tlic globe. He 
farther adds that another very valuable fource of 

information to the people is the newfpapers, of 
^' which not lefs than thirty thoiifand are printed 

every week in New-Englandt.^' Philadclphfa 
has now, befides other prints, eight daily ne\^'ipa- 
pcrs. They work off about forty thoufand-TIieets 
of paper in a week|| ; fo that the people of this ci- 
ty muft beftill wifer if poflible, than the Ncw-Eng- 
landers ; who have only one daily newfpaper in 
the whole country. 

But newfpapers, and efpecially fomeof thofe ia 
New-England, do not always* tend to illuminate ; 
they often miflead. Thus, about the memorable 
month of April, 1796, a number of the Columbian 
Centinel had an article that begins '^lus* 
« MR. RUSSEL, ^ 
■ " I fend you another cxtraft from- Philadelphia, 

too important to be kept private. You may there- 
*^ foreinfert it,'' 8cc. V 

• The American Geography, Tendon cdiiifepf 17921 p. 219. 
f Ibid. p. 14.5:. X 1*^*^' 

11 In the firft feffion of the fourth Congrcfs, ftc Houfc of Reprc- 
feDtatlves cofl the public for ocwfpapers, tw^lv*- hundred dsllafiJ 
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This important packet is by far too long, as well 
as too ftupid, for republication entire, but a few de* 
taclied parts may ferve as a fpecimen . 

The writer fets out by alluding to the dijgraced 
fituation of Congi^efs and our country. A majority 
in the houfe are " lifted under Madifon and Galla- 
tin J or rather Gallatin and Madifon, for the lat- 
ter ha3 become Jo changed as to be only a fecond 
" to the former, a devoted tool to him in overturn- 

ing the government. A majority of the houfe 

are arrayed, under Juch leaders, to oppofe and 
pull dowji the Prefident. Their aim is to dejlroy 
the executive y to ufurp to the houfe all the power 
given by the conftitution to them exclufively/' 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, or a majority of 
tbLM:, : ave never been lifted undef Mr. Madifon 
or iiny body elfe ; as little has Mr. Madifon been 
lilted under Mr Gallatin, as a devoted toolto aid him 
ill overturni?2g the government. No reafon is af- 
fign^^d, and no proof is ofltred, that a majority in 
Coil". i ad any fuch defign ; and therefult (hew- 
ed ti ; , .. jority of the reprefentatives would fub- 
mit r . \ y the treaty. What then becomes of 
their pre( . ijded enliftinent f 

As for fulling down of the Prefident, the ex- 
preffion is highly impertinent, and intended only 
to inflame the feelings of the public. Did aBritifti. 
Houfe of CoHimons ever fcruple, or did they even 
forbear, to difcufs the merits of a foreign treaty? 
No ! And yet. feems that to do fo in America is 
to pull down iU: Prefident, and overturn the con- 
ftitution. If conduit of Congrefs in making 
this enquiry W33 . ulpable, the conftitution is de fac^ 
to overturned -I t idy. It is laid in ruins at the feet 
of the execuviyr The writer goes on to tell us 
that, fince 17 ^ \ NV. Madifon has been ^ devoted 
tool to the Frrmh ereft and government^ the ah-- 
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jc^ tool or the adtoe hireling of the tyrant of the 
day. He is charged with unwearied endeavours to 
plunge this countiy into the prefcnt war in aid of 
France. 

There is more ribbaldry to the fame purpofe, 
and all equally impudent and nonfenfical. What 
muft be the Jtate of mind among the readers of this 
honeft Centinel^ iiF they digeft fuch a morfel ? An 
hundred legiflators never yet aflembled, without 
often differing in opinion from each other. The 
people without doors are alfo much divided on al- 
moft every great topic, and we may as well con- 
ceit them to be bribed as their rcprefentatives. 

If the citizens of New-England are £0 much wi- 
fer than their neighbours, it muft certainly appear 
in the choice of their reprefentatives in Congrefs. 
. The fuperibrity is not always confpicuous. In the 
debate on the fnuffexcife, in fpringi794, fomemem- 
bers from that part of the union, and efpecially 
' Mr. Sedgwick, affirmed, that a land tax was injuft 
and impradicable^ and that Americans would never 
fiibmit to it^. It was impoffible for any member to 
give a more confummate proof of ignorance or ftu- 
pidity. The conftitution of MafTachufetts itfelf, 
Uie very ftate that fent Mr. Sedgwick to the houfe, 
authorifes the aflembly to impofe and levy pro- 
portional and reafonable afleffments, rates, and 
taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and perfons rc- 
iident, and eftates lying within the faid common- 
wealtht.'* Such taxes are aftually paid, yet Mr. 
^^dgwickhas often declared that they never could be 
''^ifed. This conveyed a grofs refleftion upon the 
country. In point of argument, the gentleman 
^ight as well have whiftledyanky doodle to thelc«. 

* The words were taken down at the timc> by the author* 
+ Part 2d. chap. i. fee. i. article 4. 
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giflatorsof America. This remark has no reference 
to Meffi's. Henderfon, Harper, and a certain vene- 
rable majority in the fecond feflion of the fourth 
Congrefs. 

While the people of Maffachufetts have been fb 
anxious about the prefervation of the federal confti-^ 
tution, thcyfhould revifc their own. Morfe fays, 
that the religion of MafTachufetts is eftabliflied, 
by their excellent conftitution, on a moft liberal 
and tolerant plan.^* The prefent horrible op- 
prcffion of baptifts, and other feftaries, contra- 
difts this affertion*. 

When the Trojan fugitives, driven afliore on 
the coaft of Africa, folicited aid from the queen of 
Carthage, Dido, in her anfwer, tells them, that, 
acquainted with misfortufies^ /he had learned to Juc- 
coiir the niiferabU. A higher authority than that of 
Virgil, has alfo declared, that, by ihejadnefs of the 
countenance the heart is made better. A fhoal of 
metaphyficians, moral philofophers, and divines, in 
volumes of five hundred or a thoufand pages, have 
likewife told us, that adverfity foftens and refines 
the heart. 

By far the greater part of the world is full of 
miiery ; government, a few of the republics ex- 
cepted, is nothing but robbery reduced to afyiicm^ 
Life itfelf has emphatically, and juftly, been termed 
a vale of tears, Thcfe truths are not only trite, 
but they have been ftale, and even mouldy, for 
twenty centuries. 

Now, as adverfity is fo common every where, 
and fo fupreme an antidote for thawing the ice of 
felfirtmefs, as poets have loaded avarice with ridicule 
in this world, and as divines have menaced it with - ; 
perdition in the next, our natural conclufit)n, from i 



* Sec Araciican Annual Rcgi'fter, chap. ix. 
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thefe powerful and coalefcing caiifes^ muft be, that 
this blelTed planet is pregnant with fympathy, chari- 
ty, liberality, and the entire bead-roll of benevo- 
lent fenfibilities. Amen. 

Thefe remarks have occurred on reading the ac- 
count of a very melancholy affair which took place 
' in the latter end of February, 1796, at Hingham, 
in the flate of Maffachufctts. The following par- 
ticulars of it are abridged from a letter written by 
one of the profeffors in the univerfity at Cambridge, 
dated the 2 3d of Februaiy , and printed in a late 
Bofton newlpaper. 

About two months before the date of the letter, 
a young foreigner called on this profeflbr, and in- 
troduced himfelf by faying, that he wanted to be- 
come acquainted with fome fcientific man. The 
' fubjeft which he brought on was pneumatics and 
[ mechanics. He converfcd with the profefTor fiu- 

Fcntly, in French, Dutch, and Latin. After a con- 
ference, of which part is related, he took his leave, 
and, by agreement, paid afecond vifit to theprofef- 
ibr in three days. We fhall now quote verbatim 
a part of the account of him, as given by t>he wri- 
i ter of the letter. 

f " From his good figure, polite and cafy manners, 
I concluded he was fome unfortunate emigrant 
from the continent of Europe, probably in the 
fervice of the monarchy, who^ dejlitnte of money 
and friends^ chofe to apply fome of the princi- 
pies he had learnt at college, to the purpofe of 
procuring Jiib/ijience hy a novel exhibition. On 

\ this account^ I never alked him his name or na- 

f. tion 

f. On what account ? He was deftitute of money 
I ' and friends, and he wanted to procure fubfiftencc 
^ by the exhibition of a novel mechanical japparatus ; 
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and, therefore^ tliis American philofopher did not 
venture to afk him his name or nation. 

" 'Twas pitiful ! 'twas wond'rous pitiful !" 

Tliat the profeflbr in a college fliould be capable 
of mean ungentlemany condufl-, we know by fre- 
quent perfonal experience ; but, that any man 
ihould wiih to bring himfelf forward to the public 
in fo humiliating a point of view, is rather uncom- 
mon. Is it a crime to be in want of money ? Is it 
culpable to attempt earning fubfiftence by exhibit- 
ing an apparatus of mechanifm ? Both thefe liberal 
and manly doctrines are avowed by this Cambridge 
profeflTor. Such treatment of a foreigner, a man of 
learning, and, above all, a fellow creature in diC- 
trefs, is difgraceful not only to the individual who 
afted fo, but, from his alacrity in telling the ftory, 
it reflefts a farcafm on the country to which he be- 
longs. A reader in Europe will be tempted to 
think very meanly of the general caft of our ideas. 
Was the profelTor afraid that this foreigner would 
eclipfe him in the eyes of his pupils, by his inten- 
ded fhew ? How eafy would it have been for the 
profefTor to have found employment of fbme de- 
cent kind for a well educated man, who underftood 
four languages !. It is trufted that every reader will 
heartily defpife fuch a froft-bitten pedagogue. 

The chilling reception that he encountered, wag 
undoubtedly the reafon why this ill-fated wander- 
er fell into defpair, and (hot himfelf. He left a 
letter addrefled to the profeffor, wherein he ftates, 
that his want of money, and the failure of his plans 
for obtaining fubfiftence, had determined him to 
put an end to his life. 

The profefTor fpeaks of him thus : 

" The writings and drawings which he left di- j 

refted to me, are fo far from evincing a derangj- 
" ed mind, that they intimate a cool ajid vigor- 
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oiis intelleft ; being executed not merely with 
tafte, but mathematical exaftnefs. — I have never 
heard any thing againft his charafter, but have 
leen fbme evidences of his humanity, in giving 
^ freedom to his flave, after binding him to a trade 
by wliich he could get his living/^ How much 
is it to be regretted that a man fo gifted, fhould 
have met with fuch beaftly treatment ! 

The profefTor concludes by citing the exit of 
this gentleman as a proof, that nature^ without 
the commanding voice of religion^ has left the 
nobleft of her works imperfed/' What part of 
the chriftian religion taught this perfon to keep a 
llranger at a diftance, becaufe he is in diftrefs ? To 
repel fuch fordid ideas, and to extend the feelings; 
of humanity, is the only intelligible or rational 
^purpofe of religion. 

The name of this viftim to raflmefs was Ibcrkin. 
• He was probably a German, there is, at leaft, fuch 
a name in Prulfia. Tbe letter-writer is Dr. Ben- 
jamin Waterhoufe, Profeflbr of Medicine at Cam- 
bridge. Leyden gave him education ; Rhode-Ifland 

had the difhonour of his birth. 

I 

The people of New-England boaft much of their 
jfuperior hofpitality to ftrangers ; of which this 
anecdote holds up a (hocking fample. 

Before this forry pedant fpeaks a fecond time of 
religion^ let him read the parable of. the good Sa^ 
Tnaritan. In the Levite, who pajfed by on the other 
jfide^ he \yill trace the intelleftual pedigree of his 
own mind. When fuch a charafter prefents itfelf to 
mankind, as a paragon tof piety ^ it is both our right 
and duty to wrench the vizor from the features of 
S deformity, and to adminifter that typographical 
^ drubbing, which has been fo hardily courted j and 
^ {o richly deferved. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Federal artifices to promote a French qiiarreL — 
Howe^s landing at the head of Elk. — yacobins not y 
worje than ofher people. — Burgoyne^s picture of 
the Britijh Eajl" India Company. — Recent fioppage ' 
of the bank of England. — Robefpierre eclipjed by 
Pitt. — Amount of the yearly rental of Britain.-^ 
Note on the flate-houje of Hartford. — Number o f 
the public creditors of England. — The friumph of 
Camillus. — Moral certainty of American indemni- 
fication for B r it ifh piracy. — Mercantile apathy for 
the fufferings of American feamen. — Imprefjment 
at yere?nie. — Pinckney. — jay. — Neck or nothing 
forgeries of Pitt. — Dependence of the Britifh IVefi-- 
Indies on the United States. — Fallacies of Camil-- 
lus. — IV hat Jay fhould have faid to Crenville. 

AMONG other artifices employed by the federal 
party to exafperate the people of this coi^ntry 
againft the French republic, one is, their aflertion 
that the United States were indebted for the aid of 
France to the perfonal benevolence of Louis. This 
is conftantly held up as a reafbn for detefting the 
revolution ; and mountains of ribbaldry have, from 
that ground, been difcharged on its authors. Some 
notice has already been taken of this error*. Mr. 
Burke, in the letters above quoted, goes fully 
through it. He fays that even when Louis came 
to the throne, the revolution ftrongly operated 
in all its caufes.'* The politicians of France 
had been compelled to defpife their kings. From 
quarrelling with the court, they began to com-. 

* Britifh Honour and Humanityi p« 14* Americam Annual Rg^ 
gtftcr^ cbap. viii. 
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plain of monarchy it/elf; as a fyftcm of govcrn- 
ment too variable for any regular plan ofnation- 
^' al aggrandizement. They obferved, that, in 
that fort of regimen, too much depended on the 
perfonal character of the prince. — They compa- 
red with mortification the fyftematic proceedings 
of a Roman Senate with the fluftuations of a 
monarchy. — ^What cure for the radical weak- 
nefsof the French monarchy^ but in a republic f 
Out the word came; and it never went back.— 
^* The different effefts of a great military and am- 
bitious republic, and of a monarchy of the fame 
defcription were conftantly in their mouths.''' 
After, a long detail of circumftances, Edmund goes 
on in thefe words ; ^\ iThefe fentiments were not pro- 
duce^L ^^fcllB^fhink, by their American alii* 
ance. ine American alliance was produced by 
theirr<f/?«W/Vtf« principles znA republican policy.''' 
Several pages are fpent on this fubjeft, and every 
thing proves that the alliance of France with Ame- 
rica was the work of the republican party, 
not of the king. After this explanation, no man 
who prefers truth to fiftion will deafen the public 
about their obligations to Louis, or the guilt of 
putting him to death. It was at worft not more 
criminal than the unavenged murder fo lately com- 
mitted in the jail ot Philadelphia*. We print week- 
ly whole columns of reproach againft Freoch ar- 
mies ; yet, when five thoufand of thefe troops mar- 
ched down Front-ftreet, in their way to the capture 
of Cornwallis, it is ftill remembered with what 
proftration of gratitude they were welcomed by 
the furrounding citizens. The French ambafTador 
was looked up to as a tutelar divinity. His landing 
from Europe was announced by the difcharge of 
•annon, by fire-works and illuminations. His pre- 
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fence was eflential at every public entertainment. 
He was the arbiter of politics, of fafliion, and of 
tafte. But our turn has been ferved, and citizen 
Adet can defcribe the reverfe of the medal. Daniel 
Defoe, fpeaking of his country, fays :. 

Injiratirude, a devil of black renown, 
" PoITefs'd her very early as his own 1" 

Yet there is nothing quite fo paltry as this con- 
duftof ours, even in the fable hiftory of England. 
In a comparifon with Britifli armies, the French 
cannot lofe much. When Howe landed at the head 
of Elk, many perfons in that neighbourhood had pre- 
pared the beft entertainment which they could af- 
ford for the reception of tlieir deliverers. They 
brought the Englifh foldiers to their tables. The 
initant that dinner was over, Ae guefts began to 
plunder. It was affirmed, at the time, that in an 
extent of a few miles, they took away fixtcen hun- 
dred horfes. It vyas a common praftice, when one 
of the regulars met an American, to afk him the 
time of day. When he pulled out his watch, it was 
wrcfted from his fingers. The tories were fo much 
afhamed of this treatment, that they were never 
heard to complain, and at the diflancc of twenty 
years, many of them are yet as firm in loyalty as ever. 

Alexander Hamilton and Co. are in the habit of 
making coniparifons between France and England 
to the advantage of the latter. A celebrated wri- 
ter of the federal phalanx obferves, that the French 
have ranfacked the coffers of the rich, ftripped 
poverty of its very rags, robbed the infant of 
its birth-right, wrenched the crutch from tot.- 
tering old age, and, joining facrilege to burgla- 
" ry, have plundered the altars of God*.'' AH 
this, and much more is true ; and declamations of. 
that fort have been a powerful means with the Bris. 
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tifh intereft for exdfperating the people of America. 
But, coming home for a comparilbn, the citizens of 
this ftate would not think thcmfclves fairly painted 
in api^Slure of the Paxton boys, butchering innocent 
Indians in the prifon of Lancafter. A few fenten- 
ces will ftiew that, in general morality, the Bri- 
tifh areas bad as other people, and often much worfe 
than many. 

Mr. Howard fays, that the annual average of 
executions in London only, for twenty-three years, 
was between twenty-ii'mt and thirty. In all the 

feven provinces," fays he, there are fcldom 

more executions than from /c>z/r to //.v." The 
United Provinces are, by common calculation, three 
times more populous than London. TL'hcy fiiould, 
in proportion, have nirzety executions j^er annum, 
inllead of which there are hwt five. Mr. Howard 
gives an hundred other fafts of the fame nature. 
This may help in afcertalningthc balance of domcj^ 
tic morality. 

As for politics, no jacobin can lefs difguife his 
appetite for blood and plunder tlian the common 
run of Britifh hiiftorians. The late war againit 
Tipoo Saib is fpoke of as follows : No period ap- 

peared more favourable to /iu?}ible Tipoo. The 

Nizam and the Mahrattas both declared them- 
" felves ready TO CRUSH THE RISING POW- 

ER OF MYSORE*.^' The latter words are, as 
printed by the author, in capitals. He proceeds 
at confiderable length, in the moft fordid and info- 
lent tone of exultation. No highwayman could 
Xpeak in plainer language. To hiunhle Tipoo I 
This creed vindicates every thing that the French 
have done, or can do. Thus, after the earthquakes 
at Lilbon, Spain, might have fcnt an army to hunt-^ 

* Guthrie's Geographical Grammar, fcurtecnth London critic;** 
p. 6S6. 
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blcPortagal. France, in themidft of peace, m 
as juftly difembark an hundred thoufand mer 
Plymouth or Dover, to humble England. T: 
in all ages, has the mofl: deteftable fophiftry, 1 
exerted to vindicate the commencement of ni 
and deftruftive wars. Gutlirie fays, th^t this 
coft Tipoo forty-nine thoufand men.^ A fan 
deftroyed perhaps ten times that numbft*. Notl 
but the wildeft ignorance of hiftory: could n: 
our citizens believe that the French arc worfe 1 
their neighbours. It is of the higheft imports 
to remove this miftake, which has become fu' 
favourite handle of party. 

Of all writers, Burke is the fitteft to be qu< 
on this head. ''I never/' fays he, fhall fo far 
jure the janifarian republic of Algiers as to 
it in comparilbn, for every fort of crime, tii 
*^ tude, and oppreffion, with the jacobin repii 
of Paris.'* Yet, when (peaking of England, 
author has afforded a ftill more complete idej 
depravity. " Tliere has not been in this ceni 
any foreign peace or war, in its origin^ t/te j 
*' of popular defire^ except the war that was n 
with Spain in I739«'' [This is the grand afler 
of Paine that government dragged England 
fuch quarrels for the fake of augmenting pi 
debt, and pilla^ng the public purfe. He ad 
I examined the original documents. — They 
feftly fatisfied me of the extreme injujlice of 
war. [This (hews the rooted corruption of 
people.] Some years after, it was my 
^' tune to converle with many of the principa 
tors againfl that minifter (Walpole), and ^ 
^•^ thofe who principally excited that clam 
None of them, no not one^ did in the leaft de 
the meafure, or attempt to jujlify their con. 
They condemned it as freely as they would : 
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done in commenting upon any proceeding in hit- 
■ tory*." Every man muft fee that thefc authors 
of the war of 1739, were as execrable as the Frepch 
Direftory poffibly can be. ! 

This is a fufficient reply to the endlefs barking 
of Webfter and Caraillus about jacobin principles. 
Let us add one word more about this war of 1739. 
Guthrie fays, that the Englifli took three thoufand ^ 
four hundred and thirty-four prizes. They loft 
three thoufand two hundred and thirty-eight. 
Thus we learn that a navy cannot proteft an exten- 
five commerce. Englifti trade has, in the prefent 
ftruggle, fufFered ftill more feverely. A Britifli 
navy of fix hundred fail cannot fecure Britifh (hip- 
ping. Six frigates have an hundred times Icfs ca- 
pability to protect the commerce of America. , 
In 1772, an enquiry took place before the Houfc i 
■Of Commons, as to the conduft of the Eaft-India 
Company. Burgoyne was chairman of the com- 
mittee. He fays, that " fuch a fcene of iniquity, 
rapine, and injuftice, fuch unheard of cruelties, 
" fuch open violations of every rule of morality, 
** every tie of religion, and every principle of good 
** government was never before difcovered; and 
** that, through the whole of the inveftigation, 
he could not find a Jingle fpot whereon to lay his 
finger, it being all equally one mafs of moft un- 
heard of villainies, and the moft notorious cor- 
ruptiont.'' This pafTage occurs in the firft of 
more than three hundred pages, all m the fame ftyle. 
'By accounts tranfmitted from Haftings, it was pro- 
ved, that, in five or fix years, the fervants of th« 
company had deftroyed, ftarved, or driven away, 
a greater number of people, than were contained, 

• Letter I. + Evidcnc«« of our tranfadtions in the Eaft« 

*klie«» kQ. by Mr.Ftrkcr. Printed at Londoxiiji 
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collcftivcly, in ail theBritifli colonies. Aftet- 
a review we need not be feared at the cruelt 
jacobins. 

One inceffant reproach to the Frencli has 1 
the breach of public credit. Our ally is del 
ding, with hafty leaps, to the lame level. Oil 
27U1 of February, 1797, the privy council of Ge- 
tlie third, by an arbitrary order, forbade the \ 
of I-^ngland " from ilfuing any cafli in paym 
until the fenfe of parliament could be take: 
*' that lubjeiit." The realon given is, an appre 
fioo of a want of Sufficient cath to anfwcr 
exigencies of iiitt public fervice." If goverm 
lind forbidden the bank to pay gold and filv( 
the inlereft of the public debt, this would ] 
been no worfe than a fimple confefllon of b 
ruptcy. But they ftcp in between the bank ar 
private creditors, and fay, " You fhall not pay 
private debts. We muft have the money to 
oizr own falaries, ana to fupport our llan 
*' armies ; to defray the charge of barracks 
^' in defiance of law ; and to clear off the bi] 
a prince who has defrauded his miftrelTes, i 
ted his two wives, luho are both alive * / I 
newlpapers to calumniate his mother, an 
tempted to keep his father for life in a Ih-ait v 
coat.'' 

Parliament have an equal right to interferebet^ 
any debtor and creditor in the kingdom. 'I 
all the requidtions of Robefpierre are rivalled 
fmgle ib'okc. With equal juftice they may i 
every farmer, you lhallpay no rent to your 

lord.'' Pitt is in tlie highway to fubftai 
Mr. Sedgwick's univerfal aflfelTmentt. No le 
ture on earth ever hazarded a more glai'ing 2 



• Britifii Honour and Humanity, p. 44. t See Appendix, 1 
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Iniquity, It is as extenfive in its operation, as de- 
teftable in its objeft. Every individual in Britain 
will feel the efFefts of this ftoppage. Aflbciations 
pf bankers and manufa£lurers may, and will for a 
time, keep up the price of paper ; but the firft loan 
wanted for X798, will ring the knell to its inter- 
, ment. 

The a<3: of parliament that has followed this or- 
der of council, afFefts, in a tender point, the mer- 
cantile intereft of the United States ; and, as fliall 
be prefently explained, it ftrikes at one of the pil- 
lars of the Britidi treaty. Much pains are employ- 
ed to reprcfent ijt as of a temporary nature, and to 
I jconvincc the public that credit will quickly come 
round to the former fituation*. On this account, 
it cannot be regarded as defultory to ftate, in this 
place, fomc decifive fafts, of which a few are not 
generally known in America, 

The national bankruptcy of England is not a 
piatter which has come fuddenly to a crifis. Its 
inevitable approach was diftinftly forefeen and 
defcribed, Mr, William Morgan, an eminent 
writer on Englifh finances, publiftied, in the begin- 
. jiing of 1796, Fa(^s addrejfed to the people of Great 
Britain, From a long feries of arguments and cal- 
culations, the following particulars have been a- 
bridged. • 

Mr. Pitt eftimates the yearly rents of all the 
landed eftates in Britain, at twenty-five millions 

* The tortes who fay fo do not believe it. The rate of exchange 
<on England was formerly above paj, which is one hundred and fixty- 
£x and two thirds percent. It has now (May loth, i797>) funk 
to an hundred and twenty-five, and an hundred and thirty. ^ Whco 
a bill returns under proteft from England^ the indorfee is intitled to 
twenty per cent, of damages. People now refufe to grant fuch bills, 
anlefs with this provifo, that they ihall not be liable to the u/^ual pc« 
A^ty of non-payment. 
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iUTling. Eut tiic land tax, at four f]ul]Inj;-r, in tlif^ 
pound, though coirtprcliciidinjj; houlcs, places, and 
pennons, oivcs oniv one niilli»)n nine liundrcd thou- 
pounds. I^Ir. Morf^r.n believes that the yearly 
renls do jiot exceed eiglitccn millions. The ac- 
tual expenfcs wanted, in 1796, even for a fracf 
cl!:abruhnicnt, were twenty-two n»illio]TS. '^1 hus, 
even a year aj»;o, the public taxes were equal to 
tJic whole landc<l rents- of Britain. It was, howe- 
ver, found diiticult or impoffiblc to raife tJie twen- 
ty-two millions cirential for the national ciedit, 
even luppo'ing that the war had ended* in January, 
1796. In February, 1795, taxes wf^re laid to the 
cxpcficd amount of lixtecn hundred rr.d forty-five 
tlioufand pounds. In December following, others 
w-ere alfo propofed to the amount of eleven hun- 
dred and twenty-three thoufand pounds. Yet the ; 
interefl of many millions of debt llill remained to 
provided for . From the firft eftabliflmient of 
the confoJidatcd fund, in 1786, till the commence^ 
ment of the prefent war, the expenditure invaria- 
bly exceeded the reccnue. The deficiencies in the 
iix years preceding the war, amounted to nearly 
Ibven millions Iterling. The blank was fupplied 
by loans, and extraordinary but cafual receipts. 
In the lirll.three years of the war, new taxes were 
laid to the amount of about four miilions, and ftill 
the annual deficiencies increafcd. In 1795, ^I^^Y ' 
came nearly to iwo niill'tons. It is probable, therc- 
fore," fays Mr. Morgan, that a-rnual loans 
v'iil become nccqffary, in future, to provide for 
r.ve ordinary cxpences of a peace eflablifliment ; 
*^ and thefe loans, by requiring new taxes, will i 
produce further deficiencies ; io tliat, by borrow- 
ing each year, not only to pay tlie deficiencies of 
the preceding year, but alfo the interefl: on the 1 
deficiencies ia formei .years, the national debt 
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^'^ will be increafinp^, at conipouncl iiitcrefi-, in the 
fame manner as it is reduced; but witli tiiis 
alarming (Ufici-eiue, that the* operatiora in tiic 
one cale, are ten times mor;; [.'owcrtiil than in 
the otlicr. Ifthcfe arc liii'.rly to be the cnccls 

^' of the public clcbt, with the ey])enuiLMre only of 

" a pcnc^ eftablinnnent, or on liie fuj>polition iluxt 
tiie war were immediately clofed, what muii be 

" the conreuuences of obitinatcly pcrlHtino- in :i 
fyltem of profulion, which, if long ce:iti:ir;ecl. 

" would ruin any country, however iirjhapaired 
itr, ftrenpth and refources 

Men who defire ufeful knowledge will not tire 
of this quotation. It is ccrtahily better entertain- 
ment than to ring invidious clian^ies on the purity 
of Conneu-iciit'^'", and the wicliedncis of Virginia. 
Since thefe remarks vrere pjbliiiied by ? h'. iMor- 
gan, a camp'.iign has elapfcd more difailrcuj, if 
poiTible, to EngJand, than any of th.e former, l.ler 
fit nation has, uniformly, f.mk from bad to worle. 
What, in the end of 1795, "^^'^^ ^^^^ cxpeCinliMi^ 
has, in 1797, been converted iwto hijiory. Alany 
people in America feem to be intoxicated with the 
faperior information and abilities of Mr. Hamilton. 
The extravagant prediftions and alfertions of him- 

* The hifTorv of the new flate-b/mfe at Hartfonl, exhibits a de- 
ccirncii of this commodity. The aflembly polVfllcd a 
^^aim on the ftafe of New- York for ahnoft fifteen hundred thoufand 
^^res of land, which are worth three or four millions of dollars. In 
' they fold this claim for a few thoufinJ pounds, to a private 
J^^tnpany, See American Annual Regifter, chap. x. If they be- 
'*cvcd their title to be groundlefs, they were no better th;i.n a 

coiners, who fell bad fliillings at half price. Jf the law-fiiit ot' 
^^is company fliall be fuccefbful, New- York will hardly fubmit to 
the dccifion, but on the point of the bayonet. Thus it follow thai: 
for the dirty confideration of a few thoufand pounds, the legiflature 
of Connetlix-rut has put the union in danger of a civil war. With- 
thefe fadts before their eyes, and with rn effrontery that tranfcerkb- 
all d.efcrii'llon>many writers cx.tol the i'l^zildxisQ ftderalijm of Coi:- 
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fclf, and his auxiliaries, about Britifli pride, aa <f 
power, and opulence, have become too defpicablc 
for refutation. If Camillus really believed what 
he wrote rclpefting them, he muft have been ve- 
ry ignorant. If he knew more than he chofe to 
tell, his conduft demands a harflier name. Ano- 
ther citation from Mr. Morgan will, perhaps, re- 
pay a perufal. 

" The competition of rapacious loan-mongers to 
fliare in the fpoils of the country, fupJ)orted by 
the fiy-Hfious credit of paper-money, may perhaps 
" enable the minifter to triumph in the facility with 
which the public debts are accumulated, andtlic 
tcmporifing expedient of ineffeftual taxation may* 
fcTvc him as a proof of our inefxhauftible re- 
" lourccs to provide for thole taxes ; but a fyfteni 
founded upon delufion, muft end in difappoint- 
ment and ruin. It was the boaft of a French 
minifter of finance, that the American war was 
carried on during his adminiftration, without 
impofing anew tax upon the French people ; ancl 
it was this very circumftance which produced 

ncfticut ; and poor Samuel Dexter, as one of tiis rcafons for {op- 
porting the fugar and fnuffexcife, faid in Congrcfs, in 1794) th* 
al] thr members of that ftatc voted for it. 

If from the affembly thcmfelves, we turn to their conftituenta 
the profpeft does not improve The fale of thefe fifteen hundred 
thoufand acres, if the ft ate had a real right to them> was an aft o 
outrageous robbery on their fellow citizens ; it was a fecond Yaz^^ 
bufmefs. When the people of Georgia found their property mvsidedj 
they elefted a new aflembly, erafed the fwindling law from the pub-* 
lie records, proclaimed its infamous authors, and ordered their at-^ 
torney-gcneral to profecute fcnator James Gunn, as one of the con- 
fpirators. This was adding like men ; but the citizens of Connedli- 
cut, when in a firoilar ^ituation, truckle under legiflative treachery) 
"while Pelham, and Trumbull, and Webfter, and a fwarm of other 
Scribblers from that quarter, rack their ingenuity in reviling, as a 
"cc of inferior and degraded beings, the people of the fouthcra 
itates* 



UNtTED STATES. 9^ 

the i*evolution. He borrowed immcnfc fums an- 
nually, and efldeavoured to provide for them by 
** the ineffeftual means of economy; for, in that 
country, taxation had then arrived at its hmits. 
A fyftem of economy, under a government which 
exifted by corruption, neceffary failed. New 
loans became neceflary to pay the intereft of fbr- 
*^ mer loans. The mafs of debt continued to ac- 
cumulate, till at length it overwhelmed public 
credit, and buried the government in its ruins." 
As the government and the bank of England can- 
not at prcferlt command fpecie^ the next quei'tion 
is, at what time, or from what fource, have they 
a profpeft of getting It ? The debts of the former 
are about three hundred and eighty millions fter- 
ling. Paine guefTes the paper of the bank of En- 
gland at fixty millions. Several other great banks 
had ftopt before it, and the banks of Scotland and 
Chat of Ireland, have ftopt fince. In an affair of 
uncertainty, but of enormous magnitude, we may 
conjefturethat eightyrtiillionsfterling, in bank notes 
have been blocked up. This added to the debt will 
make four hundred and fixty millions. Oppofed 
to this world of paper, George Chalmers, an autho- 
rity to be trufted in this cafe, fays, that the Britifli 
dominions have a circulation of twenty millions in 
gold and filver. Thus credit ftands like an inver- 
ted pyramid, of which paper is the bafe. But 
lince that calculation, the quantity of hard money 
has been reduced. Befides, every guinea, and eve- 
ry fixpence, will now hide itfelf. Suppofe that 
, the bank has at prefent in its cofters two millions 
fterling, and that this money is to be refervcd for 
public exigencies. Two months only of the ap- 
proaching campaign will exhauft it. The cafli 
will dive into the pockets of thofe who furnifli the 
fupplics, and they will hold it, with the gripe of 



8S iliSIORY OF THE 

till rlv" r/iarm liiis become lo an illViC. T 
i v. J to ti.\; n wher.ce money can l.c cxpt\^t 
'i'lur Mnp*. I'o:' will r.ot replace his wa^f-es. In 
■ iciiii vv'l. ;!■..', rv»midencc mull; by cle^^iT< s dccli 
Tvi^vl -'lu-!! m-iiz he thrown iVoni ll.c waiit 
*. 5i;r.iiipn to p.p- tlu/iii ; and, aVVcr e\ f:ry 

y Kmc i\:[s bccii t)-i.d, an i:i:i\'c:M;;! bav-l.niM 
v. il' Ciii\i'', I •;;!<■•:; iV-iinf^- ii::dl );ra:)" l 
?>--.ue, tiie cam]'ti;.= n f-v 1790 v.iil vL^\\[rj :,:v.}{] 
iVip'jr c '.iiMol [).\ Jen'c io V/Al :>.!: ! W* 
i .die:;, even were its character J.biirM.: at 'i 
.\ e«.ious merals camiot be had, and crc 
ill of ncce'i'ly L:.Mire. We lee lhat fiX yci rs 
vre Tip \vai\ the riini'hr :\i\jv every e-.e^i.i' 
V.-.'. , ;iiMinaI!y bi^n'owjii;;- ;\rf.:f p;iil- of a liiil] 
ih ; !::\;; ]> »y ti.w.- inLL-re:!: cr old debis. 1 
r:':.:\\ ;< 'o-ie vouid, in tinic, have produced iiil 
V'.y ; h i:\ \vl;en there h ru M.'raddL'd thchi'i:( 
the hiiL lonr years, prw :abil:t:y riles to de:;^.i 
'■ri>;h.'. In 1 79 1, -^»ir. i^fryrijcnt puhlifliv';d 
■■- :r«';iie:jt oi'the number of the public crcdiiorf 
Sf!-;la;vl, taken frcim the books. It [miounted 
an ]ii:v..:red and twcnLy-leven thouiand tliree hi 
.::-ed. and on.: ivjrioriS. Abon: an hiUiidrcd and tw 
nr i^;r';v r.\;Hit)ns iierll:-: v have been added 
\.he d'. h:, lo v/c may r.ow ctj.r.piiwC tlie ci-c 
".o: a^ b'.::'.v\ at leal: an iiundred and :i>;ty thonilii 
The ba::- rLiptcie/i of 179 ; came j^erhiapr^ to twci 
■'iiiiiior.:; Iierlhie. Thoie made by the Hop.>agc 
^aj^cr r:V.>ney will be ai Icafl: twenty times <};reat 
i - wry riian in EriVain, v. ho is worth five ^uhie 
v ill he ailecred ir.ore ov leis. The ihock m 
: .'iviiile tvery i:erve h\ ih.em.ds of property. '11 
• ' fi'r JJrliirl: crcvlir. e row come to apj 
. ' ' re-uari.s wiCi re;'pucc to Jay^-, treaty. T 
' "'i .viv iphian advlreis to the Prclldon:, thanki 
^•.^■iJ:|_J h^iied it, ll^eaks of iadeniii 
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(the fulifcribers meant to fay indemnificofioil) 
therein ftip-jlated for paf: lojj'cs:' The New- 
York diamber, in their rcfoliitions of the 2ifl- of 
July, 1795, congratulate thcnilclvcs on " a fur 
conipevj-.itlon for the f^uliations upon our com- 
" merce/' CAntiriS in his fourth letter, trul-s tu:;t 
jiilt claiiTiS will be fnpportec!, and jiilt dar;ia[ic5* 
paid The f.fiicenth nuniber of Caniillus is oc- 
cupied on this fiibjcft. He quotes tlic fcx cnUi-ar- 
tide of the treaty, by which, referring.; to ihe pira- 
cies on American commerce, ^''his Britaiuiic ni.v- 
"jeiiiy undertakes to caufe the fitnic to be paid tv^ 
" fiich claimant in Jpccie ^ \v\t\\o{\t any deduction,"' 
after the amount has been afccrtaincd- ''The plan,'"* 
*' fays Camillus, ''atTords a viord crr/\7i;/fy of iul- 
ftantialjuflice. — The indcmnificatioji which n)ay 
be awarded, is to be paid fully, immediatel}-, 
and without de tour by the Britifh government 
itfclf. Say ye impartial and enlightened, if all 
this be not as // oH^rhtto have been 
In (hort, the hope of recovering payment for the 
Clips and cargoes was the greatell: caufe for the 
treaty becoming popular among American mer- 
chants. Its advocates incefiantly held out this ar- 
ticle as an objecl of exultation. When handling 
it Camillus riles above his w^onted compolurc/and 
one apollrophe may v/ell enough anfwer another. 
Say ye impartial and enliglitened, after the pre- 
ceding explanation of P-Lnglidi finances, do ye ex- 
peft one farthing from the king of England ? Do 
''ye fancy that a monarch who is fifteen months 
*' in arrears to the w^ench who fcours his water 
clofet^5 whofe government is three hundred 

♦ On tne i8th of April, 1796, Mr. Grey f.iid in parliament, that 
the civil lift was five qj; ap ters in arrears. George the Third has 
many milljons fterling at command. His rcfufing to pay thefc ar- 
rearst proves him to be one of th^ meaneft beings that ever diQjracei 
kuxnan nature. 
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and eighty millions fterling in debt, and who cam 

pay its intereft in nothing but paper, do ye fancy 
" that fuch a perlbn will fend over his money to 
" indemnify American merchants/' 

Dr. Ames, in his renowned fpeech in Congrefs 
on tlie treaty, delivered himfelf with more caution. 
•* Five millions of dollars/' faid he, " and proba-r 
" bly more, on the fcore of fpoliations committed 

on our commerce, depend upon the treaty. The 
" treaty offers the only proipedl of indemnity'^. Such 
" redrefs is promifcd as the merchants place Jdmc 
" confidence in. Will youinterpofe and fruflrate 
" that hope /" That hope, to borrow the ftyle of 
Bunyan, hath fince arrived in dotibtmg caflle, and 
will Ibon be in the gralj) of giant dejpair. 

One feels lefs for the misfortunes of fomc of the 
merchants on account of their ingratitude to their i 
fcamcn. The negledl of Jay to fecm-e an article I 
in favour of thefe people, even when it was offered 
by Grcnville, has already been ftated to the publict,. 
It was difgraceful to have accepted of fuch a treaty 
at all, without an ample compenfation to every one I 
pf thcfe men, who had been imprifoned, hand-cuf- 
fed, flarved and flogged, while afting iji American 
fervice. The printed refolutions of the chamber 
pf commerce at New-York and Bofton approve the 
treaty in general terms, without the finalleft notice ; 
of this inftmous omiffion. The ijtdemnity addref- j 
fers of Philadelphia drop not one word of alarm or 
fympathy for the dangers or fufferings of fomie 
thoufands of mariners. On the 14th of April, 
J797, alio, when the merchants of Philadelphia 

* This word means only pardon for a crime, Tlius, when Charles 
the Second figned the adt of oblivion and ifldemnity, the cavalieis 
called it an adl of oblivion to his friends, and indemnity to his cocr 
mies. 

+ Britiih honour and humanity, p. 41, 
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prefentcd an addrefs to Congrefs in favour of the 
treaty, that paper contains not one glimmering of 
compaffioti or even of reference to the fuflFerings of 
their feanien. Five millions of dollars, and "the 

principal part of their remaining/c?r/««e'j*," form 
the cxclufive burden of the fong. Never did the 
fordid fpirit of mercantile adventure dilj^lay itlclf 
in more repulfive colours. Woe he to that coun- 
try whole counfels are governed by merchants, or 
by priefts ! When the Senate faw an article about 
the Weft Indian trade w^hich they did not like, they 
refufed to accept it. But they overlooked this 
hideous chafm about feamen, thougli in every view 
of juftice, honour, humanity, and even of commer- 
cial intereft, it was by many degrees more impor- 
tant than the other. This is precifely the way in 
which Congrefs and the country have treated their 
old continental foldiers ; fo that no part of our en- 
lightened citizens has a title to condemn the reft. 

It may be anfwered, but what could you do ! The 
reply is ready. The immediate reftoration of every 
American feaman, or a ferious and vigorous effort to 
that end, ftiouldhave been demanded and obtained, 
before making afingle claufe of any treaty. Farther, 
every one of them (hould have received a liberal 
compenfation for the time during which they had 
been confirted in Britifh veffels. We have not heard 
of fuch compenfation being either given, or fought. 
If any fcruple was to be entertained on the part of 
Britain about making fuch reparation, it contradic- 
ted comm9n reafon to believe that negociation with 
fuch people could end in fatisfacftion. J'igure the 
cafe that a crimp kidnaps your fon on the ftreets of 
London, and fends him to the Eaft Indies as a re- 
cruit. This offender owns the fad, and without 
engaging to reftore the young man, he afks you to 
enter iiito an agreement for a freight of CQtton or 

N 
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tobacco. You would not liften to fuch a propoM 
till fecurity was given for the redemption of your 
•Ton ; or, if you did liften, the whole world would 
pronounce you an unnatural barbarian. Of Britifli 
impreffments, the following inftance is not, perhaps^ 
worfe nor better than an hundred others; It is in- 
icrted merelj^ as a fample. 

On the 29th of July, 1795, Cyprian Cook, mafter 
of the Hoop Crifis, of Norwich, in Connefticut, and 
Elijah Clarke, a paffenger intheveflcl, emitted de- 
politions at New-London, of which here follows an 
abridgement. On the 4th of July, preceding, the 
Crifis, and above twenty other American veflels 
were lying at anchor in the port of Jeremie, in 
Hilpaniola. The Hennione, an Englifh frigate^ 
came into the port, anchored, and fent her boat* 
to board the Americans. Every man in the vefiels^ 
was taken away, excepting tne captains and m^tes. 
They were, to the number of fixty or feventy, kept 
on board and falHng, during forty-eight hours 
They were examined, one by one, and five only 
were difmiflcd, becaufe, as the Englifti captain ob- 
ferved, they were unfit for fervice. All thefe men 
were Americans born, excepting two Danes, who 
had been naturalized here. This outrage happen- 
ed feven months and an half after figning of the 
treaty ; and it (hews how fincerely England defpifed 
■ our envoy and thofe who fent him* Tame fub- 
miffion to fuch treatment was the very excels of 
national difgrace. But, after Jay had declined to 
, write an article in favour of our failors, they were 
fure of meeting with the worft ufage* It is ftrangOL 
that Jay did not burn the copy of his card, making 
a demand in their behalf, and of the confenting re- 
. ply of Grenville. TJie Prefident had very good rea- 
ion to be afhamed of laying fuch a correfpondchce 
licfore the Houfc of Reprefentatives . It is fupp^- 
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fed that fbmc thoufands of American fcamen have 
been treated like the above at port Jeremic*, 

CamiUus, in No. vi. points out niany difllculties 
in the way of a complete proteftion for our mari- 
ners. It is likely enough that the article, if infer- 
ted, would have been broken ; and real difficulties 
might have occurred in the bufinefs. But even de- 
corum required fuch a claufe. Camillus has ad- 
vanced fbme aflertions that are abfolutely untrue. 
He (ays that " Great Britain has accordingly per- 
** feveringly declined any definitive arrangem»:nton 
" the fubjeft ; not withftan ding earneft and reitera- 
" ted efforts of our government. — Our minifter 
plenipotentiary, Mr. Pinckney, it is well known, 
has long had this matter in charge, and'^ has ftre- 
nuoufly exerted himfelf to have it placed upon 
" fome acceptable footing ; but his endeavours havc^ 

• Some Englifli ncwfpapcrs of 1 796, fay, that the prefs gang* cm» 
ployed in Britoini amount to nine tlioufand men. A great part of thefe 
fellows are themfclves failors, and evfcry one of them, from the na- 
ture of tht ferricc, muft be robuft and able-bodied. Their fituatioa 
requires better wages, and better living, than that of a foot foldier* 
They can hardly coft the country Icfs, in one fhape or other, than 
two (hillings fterling per day. On (hip board, or in ufcful manu- 
faAures, they would be worth at leaft an equal' fum. Thus each of 
tbefi^ kidnappers finks daily four (hillings fterling, which, between 
pofitive and negative lofs, they might expend or earn for fociety. 
Kine thoufand men, at a lofs of four (hillings yict head, make a fink- 
ing fund of eighteen hundred pounds fterling a day. Thb, multi-. 
phed by th^ number of days in a year, gives fix hundred and fifty- 
ieven thoufand pounds per annum, for the charge of prefs gangs. 1% 
ii an ordinary computation in Britain, that every imprc(red man cofts, 
opon a medium, an hundred pounds fterling, before he is got into 
jiaual fervice. 

Yet, in fpitc of tWs ftrange work, in oiderto man her navy, the 
q«een of i(le6 labours under the greateft difficulty for hands, that (he 
has perhaps ever known. To prefs American feamen is very con- 
fiftcnt with her Algerine code of ttoralitj, but entirely repugnant to 
her common maxims of policy. The exclufion of foreign mariners 
from her ports and (liipping, is the great objca of her ad of navigaai^. 
tion. Her bxeach of it arifes fr^m ncceflity more than choice. 
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" been unluccefsful.*' By Thomas Pinckney, and 
his efForts, we need not fet much ftbre. While 
France was in the very aft of driving the allies 
to perdition, Jay, by the moft abfurd, or perfi- 
dious mifconduft, put his hand to the treaty, when^- 
if he had only waited fix weeks, till the approaching 
conquefl: of Holland had been icompleted, he might 
have had almoft any terms worth alking*. Pinckney 
was filly enough to approve of his management in 
making fo goods a bargain?;. Neither of thefe pre- 
cious envoys would buy largely in the funds, when 
there was a certainty of their tumbling. Yet they 
clapped up a treaty,, when every moment of delay- 
was incftiinable to America. This is the fcanda-. 
lous way in which our bufinefs hath been tranfafted. 
The affaiihad hung over ten years, and then was. 
finiilied at a moment of infinite ioipropriety. Such 
miferablc botching the world has probably never 
feen before. 

Camillus forefaw the objeftion as to the vq-y un- 
feafonable period of figning the treaty. In No. vii. 
he defends it thus. It will be ufeful to go back to 
•* the periods when the negociation began and en- 
" dcd. Our envoy arrived in England, and eriter- 
" ed upon the bufinefs of his miflion, at the mo- 
•* ment when there was a general elation on 
" account of the naval viftory gained by Lord 
*•/ Howe, and previous to thofe important fuccefl'^s, 
'* which have terminated in the conquefl: of Holland; 
•* and the treaty was> concluded by the 19th of No- 
" vember laft, prior to the laft mentioned event, 
" and the defeftion of the king of Pruffia. The 
" ppftureof tilings at the time ot the negociation, 
" And not at this timc^ is the fiiandard to try its 
merits." 

, It will indeed be ufeful to go back; for every line of 
this argument is contradifted by undilj^uted fafts* 
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'hePrefident^s meflage to Congrefs about his having 
ppointed Jay, was dated the i6th of April, 1794. 
'he king of Pruilia, in the beginning of that month, 
ad publiflied a curious manifefto ftating his rea- 
ms for quitting his allies. Pitt afterwards gave 
im twelve hundred thoufand pounds to make him 
turn to the combat. He took the money, but 
Jver performed his promife. Inftead of that, he 
ent into Poland to befiege Warfaw. He left in- 
ied his quota as a prince of the German empire ; 
It they aUb were annihilated, along with an Aul- 
ian army, at Kalferflaxltern, in a battle which laltcd 
clufivcly night and day, from the 12th to the 15111 
July, 179^; in the end, the republicans plunged 
rough the loaded Prulfian batteries at the point of 
2 bayonet. Surely, Mr* Hamilton imagines that 
body read? newfpapers except himielf. In No- 
mber, 1794, "^''^^^"^ J^y figi^ed this paper, Frede- 
: William had, for many months, been abufed 
the daily prints of Londoji, as a defcrter from 
" caufe of morality^ and regular government, 
liiis Camillus .ftands dete(5led of an iutentionpl 
d notorious falfehood. 

As to the general elation about lord Howe's 
ftory, the French were equally fatisfied, and with 
tter reafon. An American ambaflador 
ve been pofTefTed of more penetration than the 
rters and chairmen whom Pitt or his runners hi- 
1, upon that joyful occafion, to break the win- 
ws of John Wilkes and lord Stanhope. 
Again, Camillus fays that Jay entered upon the 
finefs of liis miflion previous to thofe important 
ceffes which terniinatedin the conquefi of Holland., 
lis is another flupendous untruth, like that about 
J king 6f PruflTia. A few fafts and dates wiH 
)vc it to be fo. On the 26th of April, 1794^ 
:hegru totally teat Clairfait at Moucron, and. 
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killed fix thoufand of his troops. In the courfc< 
few weeks, a number of other defperate battles 
iiied. The allies did whatever brave men, 
able officers could do ; but the French, by tl 
numbefs, their enthufiafm, and th^ir talents, f 
ly drove them out of the field. So early as 
19th of May, 1794, emperor printed an add 
to the inhabitants of BrufTels, in a tone almof 
dejeftcd as the kingof Pruflia's farewell manife 
The armies continued almoft conftantly fighting 
the 26th of June, when the French gained the b« 
of Flcurus, This completdy turned the fcale. 1 
grand Auftrian army immediately fent off tl 
baggage, and, in the courfe of a few days, th 
thoufand people fled from Bruflels. From that 
forward every man in England, excepting J 
muft haveforefeen the conqueft of Holland. Tho 
Jay had entered upon the bufmefs of his iniffion 
fore the fate of Flanders was decided, it was 
duty to have fpun out the bufinefs and to have 
ken the utmoft advantage of that invaluable ( 
tingency. Camillus, by advancing, in Jay's 
fence, the above palpable fiftions, has expofed w 
out reinforcing the weaknefs of the caufe. 

But Camillus Ihould alfo have defended the 
nate-of Congrefs. They certainly did not appr 
of the treaty till after the defeftion of the kin] 
Pruffia, and the furrender of Amfterdam, T 
did not ratify till the 24th of June, 1795. I" 
above quotation, Camillus plainly implies, that, 
ter the defeClioji and reduClion^ &c. better te: 
might have been had. The queftion then co: 
to be i.i>liy the Senate did not Jiand out to get the 
They fent back an article. They lliould have art 
ded and fent back, others. The true reafon\ 
firft, that fome of the Senators were ferioufly 
(ubftaHtially igiK>rant about the real (lata of pol 
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h Europe J for, after the reduftion of the fcvcn 
United Provinces, a fear of England attacking Ame- 
rica was " but the eye of childhood ; that fears a 
" painted devil." Secondly, the ratification was 
an objeft of party* Jay had been fent over in des- 
pite of a majority in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; 
and to have refufed the ratification of a treaty plan- 
ned under the aufpices of Mr. Hamilton,would hav# 
caft irrecoverable ridicule on their whole connec- 
tions. For this reafon twenty fenators, lefs par- 
donable, if fuch a thing can be, than Jay himfelf, 
agreed to what he had done ; and, as Junius ob- 
fcrves, though royal favour cannot remove moun- 

tains of infamy, it undoubtedly lejj'ensy for it di^ 

vides the burden.'' 

But, independent of French viftories, Jay muft 
i liave known that Pitt, from his dreadful want of 
jtooney, could not hold out for any confiderablc 
Jtime. Much has been faid as to the danger of Eng* 
land (forfooth !) declaring war againft the United 
States. To fliew the dreadful plight that (he was 
. in, the following particulars are taken from a fc- 
ries of refolutions read in the houfe of commons by 
Mr. Smith, on the 2 2d of February, 1796. 

In September, 1795^ Walter Boyd, junior, was 
requefted by Pitt to advance him a million fterling* 
He did fo, and by agreement, he was to draw bills- 
on the lords commiffioners of the trcafury, which 
they were to accept. Now comes the aftonifhing 
part of the tranfaftion. Bills for fevcn hundred 
thoufand pounds were drawn in London, bearing 
a falfe date at Hamburgh, fevcral weeks prc^ 
ceding the real time of framing them. Walter 
Boyd is not engaged in any houfe of bufinefs at 
Hambiwgh, fo that he might as well have preten- 
ded to draw bills from the moon. Thefc forgo 
riff, prpftifiog i9 be forciga bills, wtrcwritttA 
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upon unftamped paper; They were/' fays Mr. 
Smith, " of fiich a nature and defcription, as the 
bank of England would have refufed to difcount 
for any commercial houfe whatever, and fuch 
" as it would have been injurious to the credit of 
any private houle, to have ncg^ociated/' Thefe 
are civil wo^rds, but, in plain Englifli^ any other 
parties of liich a plot, but the minifter and his 
fri(*n(ls, would infallibly have been hanged. 

It u r.s plain that a government adopting fuch in- 
famous expedients to raile money, mult have been 
upon its lalt legs. With fuch facts in view, it is 
am:izing how completely fome of the ableft men in 
Am'jrica were deceived about it. Of all the argu- 
nieut? in favour of the Britidi treaty, none was 
more loudly repeated than the danger of a war with; 
LM'itain. ^' War,'* faid Dr* Ames, might be delays 
ed, but could not be prevented. The caufesof 
it would remain, would be aggravated, would 
i?c multiplied, and foon become intollerable. 
More captures, more impreffiuents, would fwell 
the liil of our wrongs, and the current of our 
rage/' [If England had declared war againft 
the United States, in confequence of the repre- 
fentatives rejecting the treaty, flie would bavC 
become bankrupt before the next Chriftmas.] "The 
progrefs of wealth and improvement is wondCT- 
fill, and fome will think too rapid.'^* [Witncfs 
the enormous bankruptcies in Oftober, 1796, and 
the intolerable fcarcity of money ever fince. The 
country is thriving undoubtedly, but not the more 
from the extravagant fpirit of over-trading] The 
valt crop of our neutrality is all feed-wheat, and 
is ibwn again to fwell, almoft l^yond calculation, 
^\ tlic future harvelt of prolperity. And in thia 



* Bachc's debates, vol. ii, p. 3.32. 
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progrcfs what feems to be fiftion is found to 
fall ihort of experience." A^d^ in this progrefs^ 
the bank of the United States, uniefs its difcounts 
are extremely circumfpeft, will go to the family-^ 
vault of thofe in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, 
The reign of paper is pall in Europe, and, as a 
matter of courfe, its expiration in America will 
happen fooner or latter. In cafe of any ferious 
rupture with France, and after the iinparalellcd ruin 
that is overipreading England, every man here will 
direftly infill: on metal for his bank notes. As to 
the vajl crop of our neutrality^ the pri v ateers of France 
and England hav? reaped a very great part of it. 

We IhsU now go back to Mr. Smithes rciolutions, 
and cite another proof of the utter incapacity of 
England, in June 1796, to have attacked America. 

The profits of the contraftors," fays he, at the 
" expenceof the nation, have been fo exorbitantly 
fwelled, as to have rifen even before the depo- 
lit was made thereon, to an amount greatly ex-^ 
ceeding the depofit itfelf, viz. on a loan of eigh- 
teen millions, to the enormous and incredible fuia 
of, two miltio7ts^ one hundred and Jixty thoujhnd 
pounds fterling,'' 

No man could imagine that fuch a fyftem was to 
hold out, any more than the gambling intereft of 
five per cent, per month, fo frequently paid of late 
in the fea port towns of America. Both thefe ways 
of railing money refembled the refource of the 
culprit, who faid that he could efcape the gal- 
lows by cutting his throat in prifon. 

Another inftance fli^ll be given of the hurry in 
which Pitt was to fecure the loan for 1796, and 
of the extreme impatience with which the people 
of England fawthe war prolonged. 

When the bankers of London agreed to lend a 
fumof money to the minifter, the cuftom was tf> 

O ^ 
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give them credit in the public funds to a certain 
amount. Tiie current price of ftock, at the time 
of making the bargain, determined the quantity of it 
to be given for the new advances of the creditors. 
Thus, if the three per cents vv^ere at eighty, the 
fame proportion of them would buy ten thoufahd 
pounds, that would only buy feven thoufand five 
hundred, if the ftocks were at fixty per cent. It 
was lience the great aim of every premier to raife 
them as high as poflible, before liis loan, and it was 
ufual to caft profpecls of peace, into Ibme royal 
fpeech or meffage, by which they were fure of 
being raifcd. But, on the 27th of November, I795j 
Mr. Pitt, with aprecipitancy'that wears the fouleft 
afpeft, clofcd a loan for eighteen millions with Mr. 
Boyd. A meflage that he muft have forefeen, came 
on the 8th of December, thereafter, from Georg^e 
the Third to parliament, telling his earneft defire of 
peace. The funds inftantly got up fo high that the 
quantity given for the loan, rofe in its value, nine 
hitiidrcd thoufand pou7ids Jterling. This was jufl: fb 
much mopey loft to the public, and gained to the 
bankers, wlio probably run halves with Pitt himfelf. 
So rapid a rife in the funds, on the flender profpeft 
of peace, (hewed how very little the Britifli were 
by this time difpofed or indeed enabled for a wkr 
with America. I confider all thofe wararguments 
that have been made ufeof,'' faid Mr. Chriftie, 
as nothing more than the old ftory of raw-head- 
and-bloody-bones, much fitter to be ufed by an 
old woman to quiet a crofs child, than to convince 
any of the enlightened members of this houfe of 
the propriety of this meafure^." 
Events have fince proved that the dread of war 
was a mere chimera, as the public credit of En^and 



• Bache's Debates, vdl, ii p. 3^r, 
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had become too feeble to fupport fuch a (hock. 
.But, independent of that, and admitting our legiC- 
lators to have been, as many of them were, very 
fhamefuUy ignorant of the ftate of Englifh finance, 
flill America had another firing to her bow tliat 
would have reduced Britain to any reafbnablc 
terms. The Weft-India Royal Gazette, of the jth. 
of October, 1794, contains ^ memorial to Henry 
Dundas from the Weft-Iudian planters dnd mer- 
chants. They ftate, ^t much length, how impofliblc 
it is for them to fubfift unlefs by fupplies of pro- 
viflons from tlxis country. Hence an embargo on 
exportation would have reduced them directly to 
famine. There is not room here to infert the 
whole memorial, though every line of it well de- 
ierves attention ; but the following pafTages wilF 
Ihew how filly it was in members of Cqngrefs to 
Hand up and make fpeeches about the danger of 
an attack from England in the ftiapc of open war. 

" The Britifli WeftJndia iflands,'' fays the me- 
morial, " containing about five hundred thoufand 
^' black, and about fifty thoufand white inhabi- 
tants, have been for many years, greatly depen- 
dant for food upon a fupply of flour, rice^ Indi- 
an corn, oatmeal, bread, and other articles of 
dry provifions, received by a fpeedy channel,, 
and in quantities proportionate to their want, 
from the countries now under the fovereignty of 
tke United States of America ; by no internal rc- 
ft>urce can they render themfelves independent of 
^^fuch ajiipply^ excepting by a total change of their 
agricultural fyftem, at the expcnce of their com- 
merce and revenue of the mother country ; and 
*f experience dearly bought, on fuch occafions, has 
" now fufficiently evinced, that, by no other external 
cha7tnel^ can fuch a fupply, adequate to their 
wants, and fuited to the emergency of circunv 
ftances, be obtained.'* ' 
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With fuch a document flaring in his face, liow 
coiil J a reprdcntive pretend to fay that he was 
atV. id of Kritain declaring hoftilities ? Or how 
could two-thirds of the people in this country fall 
into 11) fooli-ii a tremor on th?t head ? It argues very 
little ciriicr fc;r tiie found information, or the good 
Icnie of our citizens. The American alarm did 
iu»t bc;^in tiil eighteen months after the date of this 
memorial, till the Briliih minifter had begun to 
forge bills, a*.Hl till the bank of England was with- 
in a year of its difTolution. 

BLlules the important articles of food, timber 
for the pm-pofe of building their houfes and 
manufaorories, and Haves and heading, of which 
to form packages for their produce ; hor5?s and 
other cattle for agricultural ufcs (the indifpenfi- 
ble vehicles of thofe benefits which Great Britain 
derives from thcfeiilands) cannot, in many cafes, 
be obtained at all ; and in no c-hie^ on reafona* 
ble and advantageous terms, excepting by an 
intercourfe with t/:e United States of America J* 
The whole paper goes on the fame principles, 
that the Britirti Weft-Indies are abfolutely at the 
mercy of the United States. 

The Britifh colonies of Canada, Nova-Scotia, 
and St. John, inftead of fupplying the Weft-In- 
dia iflands with timber and provilions, have, upon 
a fair experience, been found, nearly at all timcs^ 
to confume their own produftions of thefe arti- 
cles ; and, upon fome occafions, even to need a 
fupply from their neighbours of the United 
States.'' 

The contents of this memorial are fo pleafing as 
well as important, that one could wim to have it 
framed in glafs, and hung up in every farmer's kitch- 
en in tlie country, as an invincible antidote againft the 
return of the federal maniaof April and May, 
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Every ftep of invcftigation difcovers more clearly 
the utter igni)raiice, negligence, or corruption of 
his excellency John Jay. This envoy might have dic- 
tated his own terms about the Vv cli-india trade, 
yet it was in tLii very quarter that he conicnted to 
« ftipulation which even the capacious gulp ot our 
. Senate could not, or durii not, Iwallow. By the 
twelfth article, we wcie not to keep the Britifli 
iflands from {tarving by freighting any veflcls larger 
^^u /evcnty to?2s ! 

** Many obftaclcs ftand in the way of the Weft- 
" India colonics, obtaining lumber and provilions 
"from Great-Britain, or any cthc3' country in Eu- 
** rope ; more pariicuhirly the precarious circuin- 
" ilances of fuch a fupply ; its dilcance in time of 
" emergency, and the pcriihable nature of the ar- 

• tides of food, which forbids a provilion of large 

• ftores from a refc/urcc fo remote ; and even were 

• it pi^articable for the colonies to exilt under a de- 

• pendanceof theneceffaries of life and cultivation, 

• upon means Co uncertain, yet the enormous ex- 
pence of thofc means, particularly in relpeft to 

** lumber, muft prevent their cultivating their landg 
*• to any beneficial purpofe cither to themfelves, in 
•*.the firfl: inftance, or finally to Great Britain. 
" The Britifh colonies have found, in an intcr- 
courfe with tlie United States, a market for their 
•■ fuperfluous produce beyond the European con- 
" fumption, and particularly for the article of rum; 
•* for which, atdifFeretit times, the European market 
•* woufd not afford the coil of package and tranf* 
" port/' 

Thus far we have about one-fourth part of the 
memorial. We now plainly fee that the more iflands 
which England conquered in the Wefl-Indies, the 
more {he was dependant on this country, for their 
means of fubfiftence, for timber to build houfcs, 
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for ftaves and heading, as likewife for taking ofif a 
great part of the Weft-Indian produftions that 
would not bear the expcnce of being conveyed to 
Europe. The planters and merchants proceed to 
complain heavily of the mode of mtercoiirle^hen 
permitted I^etwcen the <jontinent and the iflands. 
it is dilficultto do juflice to their ideas but in their 
own words. Here follows part of what they fay. 

Since the fepacation of the United States from 
^' Great Britain, their intercourfe with our iflands 
" luving been reflridred to Britifli veffels only^ the 
price of lumber and provifions at the Welt-India 
" markets, under the mofl: favourable circiimftan- 
*^ cc.'i of peace and regular lupply, has arifen from ! 
lifiy to an hundred per cent.'' 
This, by the way, fhews the tyrannical fpirit of, 
Ihe Britifli government, and how every other part 
of the empire is facrificed to the plan of aggrandi- 
zing the mother country. The memorial goes on 
in thefc words. 

" Tlie intercourfe, while confined to Britifli veP 
" iels, has, for various reafons, been principally 
" carried on by a direft trade between the iflandi 
*• and the United States, in velfels confl:ru<fted and 
" fitted for the purpofe, which muft evidtfntlyhave 
" the advantage over veflTels employed in the ciroj- j 
itous trade from Great-Britain ; as the laft couW ] 
not be at once proper for the tranfport of lumbd j 
from America to the iflands, and for that of pro* \ 
duce from the iflands of Great Britain ; nor afford . 
•* means of barter in rum and molalTes, nor be navi-^ 
•* gated on equally advantageous terms with thofe 
•* fmaller velfels, nor equally fuit their expedition 
" to the wants of the iflands and to the ftate of 
markets. 

*' Upon the breaking out of a war with France, 
•* thcle finall and defencelels veffels have cither 
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1 a prey to the enemy, or been employed in 
: trades; and this cannot be accounted z 
imftance accidental, or that admits of future 
?dy ; fincc the nature of the intercourfe iu 
;ion forbids an eftabliflinvent of regular con- 
to and ffovn all the iflands at fuch times as 
be fuited to their wants ; and the immenfe 
ncc of outfit, feamen^s wages, and infurance, 
)urage adventure in a trade attended with 
imminent riflv, and which, if a fupply by 
means were even poflible, muftfwelltheex- 
e beyond thofe bounds which the cultivators 
lofe iflands can poflibly fupport.'* 
ive is next dated the frequent and invincible 
which the governors of the Weft-India 
find of opening their ports to American vefTels 
:vent inftant ftarvation ; and yet provifions 
her articles of im77imediate necejjity are fome- 
fold at three hundred per cent, beyond the 
re price. For this, and other reafons above 
they folicit a more extended intercoprfe 
\merica. They reprefent the impoflibility 
v^iding food from their lands, and the pecu- 
ftrefs under which they labour during the 
t war. Under fuch difadvantages aperfeve- 
:e in the prefent fyftem of their intercourfe 
1 America muftform an accumulation of bur- 
, whicii will entirely preclude a fair competi- 
. with their rivals in cultivation, will ftimu- 
and affift the progrefs of cultivation in the 
tch and Spanifli fcttlements, and immediate- 
md to the diftrefs and ruin of the inhabitants 
:he Britifli Weft-India colonies, and of the 
lerous clafles of their fellow fubjedis in Great 
:ain and Ireland connefted with and depciH 
t upon them." 

e memorial alfo reprefents the good policy 
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of encouraging America to peifevere in her agri- 
cultural fyilem, and exprelFcs fears that the de- 
preffion of her intcrconrfc with the illands may have 
a tendency of driving lier to munufa^^Lures. They 
add, our fyftem of cxclufive polTciTiOii of thofe be- 
nefits has been found, in times of emergency, 
impra-fcicablc, :ind t!ic participation which, at 
fjch times, wc have ^rrantcd to America, has 
'Miad neither the merit of a concellion^ with that 
country, nor the advantage of eiTeclual relief ti 
ourfcivcs/' 

It is ncedlels to fev^k fcU thcr evidence of the Bri- 
tif!i We:Wndie3 exiftinj; wholcly at our good will; 
and how highly Kn^land vahies that part of her ao 
quilitions appears from her iblicitude to extend them. 

In the debate, in pnrliamcnt, about the bcginninf 
of 1796, on tlic bill for abolifhing the flave-tradc, j 
in the iloufe of Commons, Mr. Dundas ftated thft ^ 
imports from tlic Britifii Wcfc-Indies, in 1795, tote i 
as follows: eiglit millions cijiht hundred thoufand 
pounds flerling; revenue arifing on this amount, 
one million fix hundred and twenty-four thoufand; 
fliipping employed in that trade, fix hitndred and 
fixty-four veiTels ; tonnage, one hundred and fifty- 
three thoufand ; feamen eight thoufand ; exportl, 
from Great-Brit?.in, to the Weft-Indies, in I794i - 
three millions feven hundred and forty thoufandJ 
pounds, employing feven hundred veflels ; tonnagcjl 
one hundred and ieventy-feven thoufand; feamcojl 
twelve thoufand ; produce of the iflands importeal 
to Britain and re-exported, three millions feven hnd*i 
dred thoufand pounds. . j| 

On the loth of February, 1797, Mr, Parker,^ 
when defending the plan of building American firi- 
gates, obferved that, lince the beginning of the war, 
not a fingle Britifh V/eft-India fleet had been homa* 
Avard bound which theic fix frigates were notilron| 
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enough to have taken. Such wns the known traclv 
of the trade-winds that they were obliged to come 
njithin /even days Jailing of this coaf. The f'rencU 
were in the fame condition, lb that we miy/iit have 
been as formidable to eitiier of thefe powers as 
giers is. 

The flopping of this enormous trade miifl: have 
ruined the credit of Britain. She would not, there- 
fore, have been hailry in declaring war againil the 
country, after th^ dreadful campjign of 1794. 
the lothof February ofthatyear*^ DorclicUci hiid, in- 
deed, made an addrefsto the ludiiuis, v.- herein hella-r 
tedthepoiribility of a war, in the courfeof the year, 
between England and the United States. But this 
was, mofb likely, a mere decoy for our executive. 
On the 26th of May following, Gren\ illc and Dun- 
das denied, in Parliament, any knovv ledj..c of this 
performance. They certainly lied, for they rcfu^ 
led to produce a copy of Dorchelter's inflrud ions ; 
and, as Fox obferved in reply, liis lordHiip was not 
a perlbn who would hazard iuch aconduitt without: 
proper autliority. This difavowal by Dundas and 
Grenville fliews that they were afraid to acknow- 
ledge thefpeech; and that a rupture with the Uni- 
ted States would have been regarded in the old 
country with univerfal reprobation.. Gren v ille even 
pretended to deny the pofhHility of fuch a harangue 
having ever been delivered. What an impoftor ! 
But this agrees very well with the forgery of Boyd's 
Hamburg bills*. 

Camillus, No. v. overlooks every circumftance 
of this kind that fliews how much Pitt would have 

- * The fatcllites of the minifter have about as much honour and 
honefty as himfelf. The Teleg^raph of the 30th of March, 1 795, re- 
lates, that, on a late trial at '1 hetford, it came out that a member of 
Parliament pocketed three hundred pounds fterling a year for frank- 
ing letters to a banking-houfc, 

P 
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been afraid of an x\nierican war. He tries to play 
upon oar nriiuence and our ftars. When Ipcaking 
of the chiiiii for negroes carried away by the Eri- 
ti:h from New- I'o: k, at the cud of thr late war, 
he fays no coniideration of iionour foiLid {/or" 
hiZiii ) the rennnciiition ; e\ery caiculuiion of in- 
terelu nr. iicd to it. lie cviis of war for one 
^' niDiitli would OLitwei;4i tl.e aci\ a:it?je, if, at tlic 
end of it, th^re was a certainty of uLtaiiinient. 
B'.it was war the allcrnr»ti. c r \ cs, \\::r or dif- 
grace. — If noihing had rtfultcd {[from Jay's 
voy;ipe, he mear.s, ) was theie any ciioice but rc- 
prifds: Should we not ha\ e rendered ourfelves 
" ri liculous and contemptible in tlie eyes of the 
" whole woi Id by forbeariiig them 

M jic neceility thatCamillus dcfcribcs did not ex- 
ill:; thou'^h vve have loll Icfs by a iliabby ftate of 
pjacc, t!um we mull ha\ e done by a fuccefsful war. 
But wifdom would h- ve chofen a middle courfe. 
Jay mii»;h.t have addrefied Grenville in terms like 
thefe. Yon have wronged tlie United States in a 
variety of fhapes. Your olfers of redrefs are eva- 
five or infolent. Welhall not declare war againll 
you. 'I'here is a fhorter and a cheaper way. 
America has no treaty of commerce with Eng- 
land. She cannot be accufed of breaking any, 
*' by flopping the exportation of provifionsto your 
Well-India iflands. We know that your fifty 
thoufand whites, andfivehundredthoufand blacks 
cannot find bread or pork for their dinners, or 
timber to build their houfcs, or Haves for their 
cafks, or even horfes or cattle, but by fending 
for them to our continent- Belides large quan- 
titics of their rum, w^e alfo take feveral produc- 
^^tions that will not bear the expence of a con- 
veyance to Europe. This market they will for- 
feit, and ninety days of an embargo in our ports 
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will make them die of hunger as faft as your 
viViims on the glacis of Tanjore*. We fhall 
farther give notice to France that, for ready mo- 
ncy, (he may get whatever fupplies fl:e can want, 
on exporting them in hfr ow7i bott07?is. If you 
wantonly proclaim hoftilitles againft us, we fhall 

* ' folio w the maxim of the Celtic chief, 7idthcr tojcck 
the battle^ 7tor fj-un it ivhcn it coj:CS'\ . Twenty 
tliouland of our militia, would, in a few v.'ceks, 
drive j'-oiirlianclful of regulars oiiC of Canada, and 
you could not, at prefent, fpare a Hcct or an army 
to recover it. \\c llioiild thus i)ut an end tQ 
Indian wars, by tearing up the root from v/hcnco 
Ihey fpring. After drivi'^.g Vii^lor Hughes out 
of Guadaloupc, you might I urn fome of our 
towns on the fea coaft, as you did in the lalt war. 
But then v^e fiiall infalliijly deiiroy your nine 

* ' millions fteriing ]y^v annum of imports from the 
VVeit-Indies, nnd the fixteen hundred thoufand 
pounds of revenue derived from them. This 

^' would be a mortal ftroke to your finances, and 
fb take your choice/^ 

In No XV. Camillus treats of the compcnfation. 
afforded by the feventh article of Jay's treaty for 
Britifh piracies on American commerce. Since the 
apoplexy of Brit i ill paper the word co:/2pe?i/atiou 
(bunds like mockery. But Camillus would have 
it believed that Pitt never intended the confifcatioa 
of our vefTels. " Thefe terms, letral adjudicatiotty 

were certainly not equivalent, upon any rational 

conftruftion, to conde-mnation. — Yet the Britifli 
" Wcfl-India courts of admiralty appear tohavege- 

nerally afted upon thetermas iynonimousto con- 
" demnation. — The Britifli cabinet have difavowcd 
''^this conftrudlion ofths Weft-India courts; andL 

* Sec Bofkc on the crodiCQri the nabob, of (iX^ox^ + FingtU 
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have, a: \vc liavc fcen, by a fpccial act of inter- 

fcr'JiKC, opened a door/'&c. 

Tiic ililc of iMr. Hamilton is fo prolix, he has 
fjK'l^ ::t luMting oat his f iiinea into an acre of 
j;(;!tl kMf '^ tliiit it is inconvenient to quote him at 
f.iil !: n^»;i'i ^-^^ nierins to have it underflood, 
t'lKiL thj \\'eji:-]ju!ia jiidf cs acted apainftthe under- 
ll.mviii'p w iO^csof 1 itt. The Ltter muft have 
becM very ,c;reai blockhead, if he could not write 
a d()Z;.n i. t».'!i;',iible lines, ci])ecially on a fnbjeiSJ: of 
fuch i;iinic;^i"c iinj)ortanf:e. But every man, CamiI-» 
Ins apdt.i ' t'.>r'ics excepted, can fee at oncethebot- 
Urn i>»" lise liorv. '1 be oljeil Mas to feize Anic- 
ric.in ii.i|Vj,*n;r for t::e trcMe pLu pofe of enriching 
tliC i;»,j.Onli, of liumMing Aninica, and diRre/Kng 
ri-ance. ^'et the orders \vere to be drawn in a fl:uf- 
fling form, that Pitt, if lie fliould afterwards find it 
advifeablc to difov/ii them, as he did Dorcheftcr's 
inftruccions, mi(.>;ht have a chink to creep through. 
W't may be fure that judges, aiid oiFicers of the na- 
Vy, ;i':red fi om a perfe^^t acquaintance with Pittas re- 
al irirentioM ; an:l, when colonel Hamilton tries to 
pei ihade us of the contrary, it is only adding infult 
to robiiery. >Vlicn the object had been attained^ 
it was very eafy for Pitt to cleny his orders. In a fu- 
ture ch'iplcr Ihnll be inferted a regular hiltor}'^ of 
tiicv/liolc of tiiefe instructions. A fecond fet was 
publifhcd by the cabinet of London on the 8th of 
January, 1794. l^^y were very little better than 
the (irft. A former edition, jiifl: about as bad, had 
been ilnied on the 8lh of Jinic, 1793, under which 
alfo fome bncan.ecring was committed. Thus the 
court of London acted nj:on a fyflem, and it was 
very wrong in Camilhis to caft the blame on the 
judges in the Wcfl-lndies. As for the above door" 

• This can real!)' be done * 
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hat has been opened^ it cofts two hundred and fifty 
ounds frerling to get in. Divine juftice never difc 
laved itielf more Iplcndidly than bythechafHfcmcnt 
f Britiih pi ide. Since the florming of the Baf- 
ile, the mo^t aulpicious event in the annals ofEu- 
ope is the fall of the hank of England. 

Among the inflammatory topics of the federal 
>arty, no one has had a more powerful effect than 
he attempt of Genet to involve tliis country in 
toftilities with England. 'The force of the objec- 
ion ihail be admitted ; but any other envoy, fitua- 
ed like Genet, would have rejoiced in fecuringthe 
Uiance of America. This was the very part which 
)r. 7ranklin afted at the court of France ; and 
le ultimate confequences of his miflion overturn- 
d the French monarchy. Nothing, therefore, can 
e more impenetrably rtupid than to advance, as 
[r. Hamilton and his hacks conftantly do, this de- 
gu of involving us in an Englidi war, as a charge 
F peculiar atrocity againfl: Genet and the republic, 
'his was the very path formerly purfued by the 
United States ; and it would, under fimilar circum- 
:anccs, have been attempted by any nation or any 
mbalfador under heaven. This identical trap had 
een laid by the old Congrefs and Franklin for the 
'rench cabinet, fo that it was perfeftly natural for 
'ranee to endeavour at obtaining a retaliation. 
Vhile Genet mufl: be condemned, Mr. Hammond 
^as equally culpable. His perfidious and infolent 
ropofal to Mr. Randolph, previous to the Vatifi- 
ion of Jay's treaty^, was more affronting to the 
Xecutive feelings, if any fuch feelings exifted, 
tian the moft frantic menaces uttered by Ge- 
<?t. A compliance by General Wafliington would 
ave cafl: him completely into the lee-way of the 



* Amerlcao Annual Regiftcr, cbip. viii. 
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Britifli ambafuidor. The poficfrnn of fiich a fccrct 
mull have hern of immeiilc value to the liritHh 
cabinet. It woaki have been a rucicier by wiiich 
onr executive muil have llccred wherever Ilam- 
mond chofe to K^ad him ; for its diuo^'ery was 
fuvc to have interred even the po7iLilarity of Waft- 
iiioton. If this dif graceful project hr.d tome from 
Cenct, the Gazette of the United St ates woidd have 
played a weekly tune upon that fiddle to the end 
af this century. But, originating with Titt, not a 
jfinglc word will be heard about it from tlie fede- 
ral preiTes. 

Mr. Wafhinj;ton has inadc an uncommon naradc 
about the impartiality of his condudi- i elween 
France and En;j!;]and. .-vstiie former laved } :in fiom 
the chance of alcending d oibbet, to wi.icj- liciiad 
been deflined by the Parliament of £1 nain. ' can- 
not derive much honour from an utter oi.iiv U;:: of , 
his political obligations. But the fsCt is, tiiat iiC ] 
has preferred Britain to France. Tl'his will appear 
from v/hat follows. 

In 1795, ^"hen Genet came here, he was dii-cft- .^ 
cd, by his infrruclions, to open negociatlous lor a ' 
commercial treaty. 'I ijcy direcl him to tell the 
American government that the executive council 

are inclined to extend tiie latitude of the propo- 

fed cor/7U2jrcial treaty .^^ Another idea was to 
break np the colonial and monopolizing lyftemsof 
all nations, and emancipate the new world. Camil- 
las, No. xxiv. calls the latter a 7nad Jcher/ic and af(h , 
litical chimxra. Thefe exprelfious betray Mr. Ha- 
milton/s general caft of thinking. His feelings are . 
lb perfe<!tiy Britifli, and monarchical, that it feenis 
inconceivable how he ever came to fight, as hedid^ 
for the American revolution. Mexico and Brafil 
are juft as well entitled to freedom as New- York 
and Penufylvania. Tlieir emancipation woald be 
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an immcnfe benefit bcth to the inhabitants of thofc 
countries themieivcs, and to mankind at large. So 
far from bcinjr chimerical, the event is provable* ; 
and it would thi ill with joy the heart of c\ c\y man 
who is not tompletely petrified againli the pleafurc 
of feeing his fellow creatures happy. In the laft 
age, Caniilliis would have defended the divine 
right of kings. In England, he would vindicate the 
Guinea trade, as in America he fighs over the m«- 
moj y of the Baftile ; while John Jay, and Rufus 
King, and Jcdidiah Morfc, and the whole priefthood 
of Connecticut, heave relponfive notes of fcrrowt. 
Were tiiefe regions of the new world independent, 
i.a rapid infinx of the precious metals would pour 
fcjBto this country ; and Mr. Hamilton's bank of the 
ftjnited States might then be al^le, upon a month's 
prarning, to give hard dollars for one-fortieth part 
bf the notes which it hath in circulation. So far 
fconi fuch an ©mancipation being chimerical, it is 
piext to certain of taking place. If the French do 
pDot atchieve this great event, the tide of federal 
^jopulation, rolling weftward, will begin it in left 
[,Hian a century. 
• Returning to Prcfident Wafliington and Genet, 
tve obfervc that the former refufed to enter into 
any treaty, becaufe the Senate were not fitting at 
the time when the French envoy made the propo- 

^ • The French had actually prepared a manifefto intituled, Les Fran^ 
l§atfe Lihres le leurs frtrrs ^ Louisiane. In one place they fay, 
Lc dcfpolifine Efpagnol a furpaffe en atrocitCi en flupidite tous 
* Jes defpotifms conniis." [Spanith defpotifm exceeds all others in 
atrocity and ftupidity.] ** Ce government qui a rendu lc nom Ef- 
pagnolext^crable fur tout le continent dc TAmerique." — [This go- 
'^einmenr^which has rendered the Spaniih name execrable over the 
^hoJe continent of America, &c.J Such orators would foon have 
bund an audience. 

+ The reverend doflorhas a pulpit at Charlcftown, in Maflachu* 
■ fttts. A mob in that place burnt the Britifh treaty. Their pallor» 
hearing what was going on, hafted into the ftreet to prevent thcin. 
iit prefently returned (0 his houfc with a black eye. 
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fal. Yet, in the following fpring, while the Sen 
were in fcllion^ and without ever once confiilt 
them, did this identical George Waflnngton t 
John Jay from the bench of the Supreme Couri 
this country, and fend him to England, where, 
we all knovv, he made a treaty. It was inipoflj 
for tlie French to avoid being aSronted at fuch 
plicity. Thoy could no longer put truft in a r 
cajiablc of liicli naked Inconllllency. Here is inJ 
ted evidence of the faft. 

" The .Senate behig 

then in rcceis, and not 
" to meet again till the 

fail, I apprifed Mr. 

Genet, that the parti- 

cipation, hi matters of 
^' treaty y given by the 

conliiitution to that 

branch of our govern- 

mcnt, would, of 

courlo, delay any de- 
" finitive anfwer to his 
" friend.ly propolition. 
"As he was fenfible of 
" this cu' cumftance, the 

matter has been under- 
" Itood to lie over, till 
" the meriting of theSe- 
" nate. — The Prefident 

will m eet them (the 

executi ve of France), 

as foon .as he can do it 

in the forms ofthecon- 
" ftitution*/' 



" Gentlemen of 
Senate. ^I tai 

" THOVGHT PROPER 

NOAfiNATE John J 

" as* envoy extraordi 

ry from the Uni 

States to his Britar 
it 



majeltyt/ 



* See a le tter from Mr. JefFerfon, then Secretary of State, to 
Morris, datcif Auguft 23, I793> in The Prefidenfs Mejfage^ ScCm. 
fey's edition, p. 88. 

+ Journal* of Congrcfs, April i6, 1794, 
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The Prefident's melTage is of confiderable length, 
but the few words above quoted contain its effence, 
In the left hand column he fays, that he cannot en- 
ter into any negociation for ^ treaty till the meet- 
ing of the Senate. No words can be ^plainer or 
ftronger than thofe which he employs, The oppofitQ 
tiolumn fpeaks an oppofitc language, . It is ungene- 
rous to triumph over the ruins of declining fame* 
Upon this account, not a word morefliall be fai4 
about the matter. The bare circumftances fupcr- 
cedc any attempt either to exaggerate or demon- 
ftratc. Nothing but the neceflity of explanation 
could have, at ail, brought the fubjeft forward. 

While this flicet was going to prefs, (i6th May, 
1797,) Prefident Adams has delivered afpeech at the 
opening of the firft (ellion of the fifth Congrcfs^ 
He fays that the condufk of the government has 

been juft and impartial to foreign nations/' 
With refpeft to France, what has been above cite4 
refutes the affertion. The fpeech confifts entirely 
of a complaint againft the republic. It forms a kind 
of poftfcriptto Pickering's letfer to Pinckney, Not 
fi word efcapes the Prefident about Britifh piracy, 
which continues to expand in full bloffom, The ve-^ 
ry day before this fpeech was pronounced, the Phi- 
ladelphia Gazette contained a curious example .of 
the relative amity of France and England, The 
French had carried about fixteen American veflTels 
into Jean Rabel. The Britifh .cut out thefe vefTels, 
and it was expefted that they would be fent to Ja- 
maica for trial. . There can be no doubt of their 
being tried foraewhere ; and the chance is, that 
moft, if not the whole^ of them will be confifcated. 

When Mr. Munroe, had his farewell audience of 
fhc executive direftory, Barras glanced with con- 
tempt at the Britifli treaty, and the Britifh interef^ 
by which it had been brought about • Mr. Adams 
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has muftercd up this into an alarming infult againft 
our country, and an attempt to fbw domeftic dif- 
lenfion. He reprobates Inch a ftyle in the bittereft 
terms, as Itudioully marked with indignities to- 
•* wards the government of the United States. It 
*' evinces a diipofition to feparate the people of the 
*' United ^^tatcs from the government ; to peifuade 
them that they have dilTerent affections, princi- 
" pics, and intcrefts, from thofe of their fellow- 
" citizens, and tlius to produce divifions fatal to 
" our peace." 

This fpccch does not come within ♦he period at 
fipned to theprefcnt volume ; but it forms a branch 
of the plan already explained for provoking a 
French war. A cafe exa<iHy fimilar to this of Bar- 
ras and Munroe happened, fome years ago, be- 
tween lord Grenvilie and Thomas Pinckney. The 
former mentioned to the latter, in the moft overbear 
ring manner, the influence of a jacobin fa(n:ion in 
America. Choifeul or Neckar would not have up- 
braided an Englifli envoy with the riots excited by 
John Wilkes or George Gordon. If the Americaa 
executive of 1793, ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ g^i^" 
mering fpark of national dignity, the infult would 
have been refcuted. If Pinckney himfclf had been 
penetrable by reproach, he would have cut Gren- 
vilie fhort. My lord,'' he might have faid, Eng- 
^* land has many jacobins. Scotland has perhaps a 
** ftill larger ^proportion, and the number is hourly 
augmenting. The Irifh are a jacobin nation. They 
arc as ripe for a revolution, as a peach ever wai 
for dropping. Confine your Iblicitude to them, 
*• and leave us to get rid, as quietly as we can, of 
" your correlpondent, Alexander Hamilton, and 
^' his funding cancer of fix per cent." 

Mr. Pinckney pocketed the ftigma. He fent 
liomc the precious notice of a jacobiji fai^ion itt 
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America* The executive, proud of fuch a corro- 
boration to his own doftrine, fent it to Congreis 
and the letter was read to the Houfc of liepj efen- 
tatives without one murmur of diiiiain. That 
Pinckney fhould have endured fuch mockery was 
bad. That General Wafljington fliould have tranl- 
ferred the indignity to his own flioulders, without 
ai\y muttering, was a great deal worfe. 1'he abjeft 
lilebce of the reprefentatives, when the paper was 
read, betrayed an equal extinction of any formidja- 
blc fpirit. 

Barras could not have wifiied for a better prece- 
dent in his fpecch to Munroe. The etiquette of 
federal degradation had been ellabliflied at London • 
It had been approved by the Prefidcnt andCongrefs. 
Barras, with a thoufand reafons for rcfentment,. 
while Grenville had not one, was highly excufablc 
for giving us a repetition of the dofe* 

The Prefident affefts to bridle up at the mention 
of American parties. He knows that there are fuch,. 
and an allufion to them was uot feparating the peo^ 
pie from the government. The Britifh treaty was 
Iqueezed through the Senate by a party of twenty 
againft a party of ten ; and two of the former, on 
account of their perfonal chara<fters, would hardly 
be admitted as evidences in a court of juftice*. In 
the Houlc of Keprefentatives the treaty efcaped by 
a fingle vote. Every fecond number of Camillus 
reprefents America as full of defperate incendiaries ^ 

* Extraftfrom the journals of the Kentucky legiflature* Novem- 
ber 21, 1799. •* On motion, refolved, that a committee ought to 
" be appointed to draught a memorial to Congrefs, fettingTorth 
" that Humphrey Marshall, one of oar Senators from thi» 
« date, has been publicly charged with being guilty of perjury^ and 
requefting that an inveftigation may be made on the fubjeft, amd 
that, if the fad be fufficiently proved, he ought to be expelled' 
from the Senste. And a committee was appointed," &c 
Of Mr« Gun&i fome notice hath already beea taken. 

4 
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The Gazette of the United States is an egg hatched 
under the very w ing of the Senate. It produces a 
comlant flream of invective againfl: the republic^ 
and againd every man in this country who has ap-^ 
proved of the French revolution. On tiie part of 
Barras the farcafm was perfectly fair; We had no 
right or pretence to complain about it. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives have fet out with 
a direft breach of one of their ftanding rules* 
This is that in all cafes where others than mem- 

bers of the houfe are eligible, there fliall be a 

previous nomination J* 

The propriety of adopting this rule will be 
happily illuftrated by a recent circumftance, which 
Occurred within the walls of that houfe. In the 
lecond feflion of the third Congrefs^ Mr. Sedgwick 
prefented a petition from a perfon who wanted to be 
appointed as their Ihort hand writer. It was aftei^ 
wards known that this man* had, fometime before, 
been publicly tried at Baltimore, and baniflied, ai 
a receiver of ftolen goods* Had a ftenographcr 
been, at that time, chofen by ballot, Mr. Sedgwick 
might have probably brought himfelf into the dilem* 
ma of voting for tliis honejl candidate. Such an 
inftance hasj to be fure, nothing to do with the 
fuccefsful candidate in the elcftion here referred to ; 
but it fliews what may fall within the chapter of pof* 
fibilities. 

Mr. Giles urged the juftice of naming the candi* 
dates beforehand, that gentleman might have an 
opportunity of balancing, in their own minds, the 
inerit of each. This looked like fairnels. Thfc 
propofal was refifted by Dr. William Smith of ■ 
South-Carolina. That ftate hath, in the fifth Coi>- 
grefs, fent two members of the fame name and 



• David Hogan, editor of the State-Trials of Pcnnfylvaniii 
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Itirname. The one here meant is the "Writer of 
Phocion's letters. This is the man who difpatch- 
cd pilot boats, while Congrels met at New-York, to 
Charleflon. The object of this maritime cmbafly 
was to buy up continental certificates. They were 
obtained at eighteen pence or half a crown per pound. 
They were then funded by the doftor at twenty 
fhillings. By a fpecial atH: of Congrefs, to which he 
gave his vote, an hundred andtwenty or an hundred 
and fifty thoufand dollars of his precious commo- 
dity were transferred from the public ftocks into 
the ftock of the bank of the United States. There 
the Doftor draws eight per cent, of intereftfor the 
nominal amount of a fum of which the principal 
originally cofl: him but ten per cent. In plainer 
words, he advanced as it were ten dollars to ferve 
his country, and, by various' fteps, he now draws 
an yearly interefl: for them, at the moderate rate of 
•eight dollars. A nation cannot help flourifliing, 
when under the aufpices of fuch a difintertjled le- 
giflator. 

The point in viev/, by the breach of the aboveftan* 
ding rule, was, to remove Mr. John Beckley from 
^ his office as Clerk of Congrefs, an office which he has 
held ever fince theoperation of the new government. 
There was not a member in the houfe, who could, 
even in the fmalleft degree, impeach his of*- 
ficial condudl. This made it necelTary to exclude 
him by a fileiit vote. The motion was carried by 
forty-one voices againft forty. Mr. Beckley may 
now, like Sully, find leifure to write an hiftory of 
the abominations to which he has been a witnefs. 
His talents are equal to the tafk, and he cannot ren- 
der America a more important fervice. 

From what has been faid about the fale of cer- 
tificates, it is not inferred that every purchafer ^f 
Uiem, at an inferior price, afted dillioncftly. No 
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certainty exifted of their being funded by the nc^^ 
government, and much lefs of their being fundedl 
at the full nominal value. It was a lottery where- 
of no one could tell the proportion of prizes. The 
Mame in fpeculatlngrcltcd entirely with thofemem.— 
liers of Congrefs who bought ui> the certificates a.t 
a cheap rate, with the view of thereafter voting; 
for their being funded at the full price ; or who 
gave fuch a vote with an ej'^e to fubfcquent pui'— 
chafes. Amongother defects of the new government/ 
one was that the Houfc of Reprefentati\ es confifled 
only of fixty-fivc meml ers. This number was too 
finall, and twenty, joined together, by the facred 
bond ot paper jobbing, were next to certain of car- 
rying any point about which they were anxious. 

On the lil of January, 1790, this domeflic debt- 
amounted, in principal and intereil, to forty milli- 
ons, two hundred and fifty-fix thoufand dollars** 
A majority of each houfe voted for funding the 
whole mals at its nominal value. How many mil- 
lions belonged to themfelves cannot be afcertained 
until the arrival of that day, which is to difclofc 
all human fecrets. Thus did the nation fuffer a do- 
zen or perhaps thirty fpeculators to fit as judges , 
upon their ov/n job. 

A member of Congrefs might, on this occafion, 
he very fitly compared to an attorney whom you 
fend into court to make the beft compofition that 
be can with your juft creditors. They had heard 
of. your being partly infolvent, and offer to tranf^ 
fer their claims for an eighth part of their nominal 
amount. It is the bufinefs of your agent to take 
advantage of this junfture ; inftead of which he 
clandeftinely buys up all thofe debts againfl: you, 
«t the reduced price, for which his funds afford 



* Gallatin, p, 96. 
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him ability. To /belter himfelf in a croud, he en* 
courages other adventurers to buy up all the re- 
iir3.ing debts againft you in the fame way. He thca 
comes forward, in name of himfelf and his at 
fc> dates, and compels you to give a mortgage for 
foxny millions of dollars, when he could, in reali- 
ty^ have rid you of the whole fum for five milli- 
ons. You would not think tliat fuch an attorney- 
had difcliarged his truft with fidelity. You never 
w-ould employ him again. It is even pofliblc that he 
niight be turned out of his profelfion. Within the 
. lafl twenty years, Mr. Alexander M'Kenzie, an at- 
torney at Edinburgh, was employed to fell an et 
r tate. At the time and place publicly appointed, 
t no purchafer appeared, and Mr. M'Kcnzie bought 
it up in his own name. Several of his brethren, 
men above being fufpefted of coUufion, attended 
the whole tranfatStion, and gave evidence that they 
had nojealoufyof unfair dealing. The price it- 
felf, though alledged to be fomewhat low, was not 
much under the mark. Yet the Court of SefTion 
declared that no faftor could buy and fell at the 
fame time. They reverfed the bargain, and the 
houfe of peers confirmed their decree. But, if 
Mr* M'Kenzie had been direftcd to buy an eftatc 
at its market price of two thoufand five hundred 
pounds, and if he had firft procured it for himfelf^ 
and thereafter forced his client to pay twenty thou- 
fand pounds for it*, his gown would have been 
torn from - his fhoulders. The firft glance from 
the bench would have announced the annihilation 
of his fchcme. 

Of the above forty millions of dollars, a fmal! 
part was funded at only three per cent, though with 

• This proportion of one to eight is laid down by Mr. Gallatia 
4s the medium difference between the market pricci aad the fufl 
uiount at which the certiiicsites were funded* 



120 ' HISTORY OF THE 
the profpeiH: of certain advantages, needlefs here tm 
be explained, which were fuppofed to place it 
on a level in value with the remainder of the debt. 
Another part, though but a fmall one, was funded 
in name of original creditors, the men with pal- 
fics and rheumatifms caugat on board of the Old 
Jerfey, with wooden legs and weather-beaten faces, 
whole very looks are diigullingto a friend of order. 
Thefe heroes promoted an American revolution, 
%vhen we were fifty times lefs heavily taxed than 
any other fabjefts of the Britifh crown. They 
began a rebellion when its expcnce, for a finglc 
week, exceeded the vakie of all the taxes that Eng- 
land had either got or a/kcd for the preceding 
twenty years. Hung /// Roiiiane caveto. After 
fuch doings, they are unfit to be trufted under any 
governments 

For the fake of round numbers, and to be con- 
fiderably under the faft, fuppofe that only twenty 
four millions of dollars, out of the above forty, had 
been funded in the name of purchafers at half a 
crown per pound. The intereft, at fix per cent, 
comes to fourteen hundred and forty thoufand dol- 
lars per annum. If this fum had remained in thff 
pockets of thofe who pay it, we fliould have beca 
faved from many of the burdenfome taxes which 
are lb heavy on the inhabitants of the fea-port 
towns ; and more or lefs fo upon every part of the 
country. Again, thofe traders or manufafturers, 
who pay fuch taxes, muft always add more than the 
net addition, to indemnify themfelves for thetrour 
ble which attends it, as well as for the advance of 
money*. The enormous dearth of labour muft 
partiy be deduced from this caufe, and it produceS| 
in an hundred different ways, inconvenience and 

* This circumftance has been fully explained; and proved in Tfc 
Political Progre/s of Britaiu* 
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feackwardnefs to all forts of bufinefs. The ex* 
pence of collecting or borrowing the money forms 
alio a fcrious item ; and all theie tojrcthcr, nicke 
a real lofs to the public, by thcfe tv. cnty-ioiir mil- 
lions of dollars, not merely of fourteen huntired 
and forty thoufand doll ars, but of at Icall tiiree 
millions. This equals the v\hole principal fum 
that the buyers of the twenty-four millions advan- 
ced, 'i'hus noniinjily we pay about titty per cent, 
but in reality, at the low?ft, an hundred per cent, 
of interelt for the fum truly given before hand. 

The common body of creditors mult have been 
very ghul to fee (-x millions of <:ollai s '1 hisw oulJ 
have doubled tlieir principal and ma.!e a very fnug 
adveiiture. Judoin^; by the Itatute of limitations, 
and other defperaie leaps of conore.Tional economy, 
we may be perfecHv fure that other creditoj s would 
not have {>;ot one fixpeneemore than they really ad- 
van-ced, if it had not been to ferve as a fcreen tor 
the full gratification of Camillus and his myrmi- 
dons. They have ever lince been conifai;tly ha- 
ranguing the public about confpiracies. Tftc yrtfatc/t 
*roffie always turns king^s wit7tejs^ fiys the j)roverb. 
Nothing, fin ce the new con/titution, has, wMttiin an 
hundred degrees, as much the appearance of a con- 
fpiracy as this certificate bufinefs, unlefs, perhaps, 
the uproar which forced Congrefs to ratify theBri- 
tifli treaty. 

This was the dawning fcene of that govei'nment 
whofe wifdom and virtue have refounded through 
the four quarters of the globe. The annals of an- 
cient or modern finance record not a more deform- 
ed tranfaftion. In the black luxuriance of Roman 
rapine, a more pregnant field never exercifed the 
ferocious contempt of Claudian, or the majeflicfe- 
verity of Juvenal. If imperial Rome could boafl 
of her Scjanus, and Byzantium of her Rufinus, the 
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the future liiftorian of federal glory, may tfigl-tcn 
t'lie tints of his canvas, and refrcfli the verdure of 
his laurel, by the congenial names of Hamilton* 
and of .Smith. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Britiff! piracies on Jlincrican /Jiippinpf in 1 796. — Cafe 
of the Ichr^ovicr Johi . — ^.-f Cc; /. Srn^nicl GrtcfT'-^ 
ririiijJi privnt.crs i'u'-lt in the U n''!cd States . — 
Skin/ii/Ii in Port jcrr;}Jc I clwcci: the y'lihcricmLS 
undCipi. Rn'-yy.ds, — Ii;?p) c[fi;ic::is Ly the Severn^ 
Ihc H:r.nnin:\ and th: Rr;-_:t!Hs, — T.vehe ^^Jh'irri" 
cans li^/'iyt. — CV/e of Ihc hrir^ Fanny. — Of Hicf/ip 
Bacchus, — The SiiuJ/orj . — The Pa?'agon . — T/ic 
V.)lnptas. — The Lyiiia.-^The Hannah.— Fray at 
Liverpool ; and rout of a urefs-gcum, — The Friend- 
j7iip. — The Ocean. — Letter from Samuel Bayard. — 
TJic Iriir Poliv. — Vipjlance of the yJynerican to- 
ric's. — The Hannah o f BaIti:?:ore. — The /hip Di- 
ana^ (f NcW'Tork. — TheftipPolly^ Captai7i Mayo. 

MR. BACIIE has compiled two volumes of 
fpeechcs on Jny^s treaty, which were made 
in the Honlc of Reprcfentatives of Conj^rcfs, in 
Ipring, 1796. It would have been a Icrvice of ftill 
more confequence to this country, if he had re- 
printed a coUeftion of the various narratives qf 
Britifli piracy on American velTels in the Weft-In- 
dies. This monument of bucanneering might have 
ferved as an ufeful curb to national vanity, and 
have taught us, if not quite incurable on that fide, 

* Excife has gone doivfr in other c9»Mirt>s, and it SHALL go dtnun in 
ihit. Thefe were the words of Camillus, then Secretary of the 
Treafury, to Mr, Ifaac Joncsj of Philadelphia^ when coufuhed about 
thefnuffaa. 
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to apprehend the meannefs of our prefent maritime 
condition* The devaftation has been p,oingon, with 
different degre^^s of violence, llnce the fummer of 
1793. complete account of thefe piracies would 
very far exceed our prefent limits. A few exam- 
ples are here feleded from the mafs ; and begin- 
ning with the early part of the year 179^ ; feveral 
miicellaneous anecdotes and obfervations being oc- 
cafionally interfperfcd. 

A Salem newfpaper, of March 8th, mentions the 
arrival of the fcliooner John, captain Philip Saun- 
ders, from Jamaica. While he lay there, an Eng- 
liih oiticer and five men, from a lioop of war, came 
on board to imprefs his crew. Only one of them 
happened to be on board, belides the mate and a 
boy. "^riie reft were on fliore on bufinels. The gang 
took the failor. On being told that he was an Ame- 
ric m, they replied that they knew this, but wanted 
men, and would have them, whatever might be the 
confequence. Captain Saunders went on board of 
the floopof war, to rcclaim^iisfeaman. The com- 
mander told him to go back to his own vefTel, make 
out his account of the wages due to the hand, and 
fend them and his clothes to the floop. In cafe of 
noir-compliance, he was threatened with aflogging. 
Whether he obeyed this order, we are not told. 
The reft of the crew were fecreted on fliore by the 
captain, for ten days, till the floop of war failed, as; 
her declared defign was to imprefs the whole. Du- 
ring this time, the fchooner lay expofed to the 
weather, as well as the infults of the floop of war^ 
without any perfon to take care of her, except the 
captain, his mate, and the boy* The floop's crew 
confifted of eighty- feven men. Of thefe, thirty-five 
were faid to be Americans, who had been imprefled 
in the Weft-Indies. Such, at the diftance of twenty 
months, was the fuccefs of Jay^s appeal to thQmag^ 
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na:i''h:t\t of Gcor;re G.ir^lph, and of his kiflinpr th^^ 
hand of 'Mlic r.u\:r, diiuk, ihiiif, and diamond — 
" loving dam:.\" Cavftiiii) Saunders further intorm. — 
cd, that fcvi-rnl \ ci'clj; bclou^-ir.g to tnc foulhcn;? 
ftntfs, were lying at Jr.uuiicr., when he left it, witl:i— 
out r-.rneM to navigate tliem hoiiic. The crews had 
hcen iinprefVed. 

'I'lic lame poft bronplit an article from the Mi- 
nerva, which ir> in aduiirid le nuiion with the pre— 
cedinjr narrative. An entertainment had been given, 
n fev/ mnnti^s bcrbre, -at Amflordrm, where, ''tbc 
poilrait of our beloved \Va'hi:i^"on, wrs exhi- 
ted as the chief decoration of the room.'' Web- 
fter 'L-hen jvi\ cf, a long rhnpib^'.y, j)r(M:oii-ccd by 
Ibmc Dnt^iiinan, on tlie l-j elideut:, As a Cato in 
^' couucil ; a Cx-^ir in the field ; a i Icrcules in the 
political tempefl ; the fcour|jc and admiration of 
proud Al.^iou ; (Columbia's bulwnrk," J\c. ccc. 
IVIyiiheer -hould rather havefald the joir.n^:-block of 
proud Mbion, froui wluch fhc vaulted into the fad- 
ille of Tea rol.bcry; for now, j'lncc the mountain 
of ronipe!diitiou hath been happily broujvht to bed 
of its moufe, iill parties mnft, in their hearts, ajvree, 
that, from the day when Jeftcrfon left his office*, 
our Britifh concerns could not have been more 
wrctcliedly managed than they aftually have been. 
If Hercules had permitted Cacus to keep his ftolen 
oxen, the infertion of his name would have been 

more jntclligil)le. As foV Caefar and Cato but it 

is nccvdlefs to tread upon imbecility. 

Early, as it feems, in the year 1796, captain Sa- 
muel Green made a voyage from Norfolk, in Virgi- 
nia, to Martinico. He had the command of a faft- 
failing fchooner, of three bundred barrels burden, 
and carried a cargo for the Britifli at that ifland. 

• The ift of January, 1794* 



UNITED STATES. 125 

On his arrival, the confignce fliewed hi'm a bill of 
£ilc of the veifel, and told him, that he was no 
longer mafuer, becaufe the fchooner was bought for 
the BritiJJi government^ find to be fitted out as a 
privateer. If captain Green chofe to remain on 
board, he was told that he might have eittployment. 
This OiTcr he refufi.'d. Several of the lailors were 
impreljed by tke BritiOi. Others were enticed to en- 
ter as volunteers in tlie different ihips. This was 
the treament which other American crews, in the 
fame trade, met with as well as his. Thcfe priva- 
teers, when thus fitted out, were to intercept our 
ihippingin their way to the Weft-Indies. Thus the 
United ut iles fiirnifhed privateers and fean.en for 
the deih M irion of their own commerce. This is 
one proof, 3niong man)'^, of the indifference of 
ibme American owi^.ers to the perfonal fafety of 
their failors. Captain Green arrived from Marti- 
nico at lidltimore, about the 14th of jVl?rch, 1796, 
He rel.ited the above particulars to Colonel Low- 
ry of that town, who gave them fortpubiication 
to the author. Put the cafe, that a merchant of 
Liverpool were to freight a veflel for Calais or Pe- 
terfbarg, with the previous but concealed certain- 
ty before him, that the fnip was to be fold, the 
captain turned adrift without warning, and the 
crew to be {educed or prefTed into the l\uffian or 
the French fcrvice. The attefted recital of fuch 
a faft would make the owner completely odious to 
the public. But, in this country, a feries of fuch 
tranfaftions does not excite the fmalleft emotion, 
or even attention. About twenty-five years ago, 
an Englifli failor at Dantzic, was entrapped by a 
recruiting party, belonging to the late king of PruP 
lia. The man got a letter conveyed to England, 
* 4ind though Frederic poffeficd, in all its vigour, 
*hc faculty of retention, yet he found it neceffanr 
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to jrlve Jack his freedom. The ftory was printed 
in the Enpliih newlpapers, and became, for a Ihort 
time, a topic of converlhtion. Compare this rci>- 
fibiiity to national rights, with the Icldfh Americam. 
apathv, and lay which ot the cwo countries hasthtt^ 
grcatell: appearance of being e^diirlit'jyiccL 

A ncwfpaperof this city, of the 15th of March^ 
1796, coiitaincd a narrative fubfcribcd by Jacofc^ 
Pctcrfon, mailer of tiiefloop Polly, of Philadelphia- 
He lays that, on the 29th of J:jniiary, 1796, he ar- 
rived at cape Nicola Mole, where he had Icarcdy 
cart anchor, when tlic Syren, a Kritilh fixty-four^ 
preTed one of his befl icamen. On the 31ft, he 
faiii.-d for Jcrcmie. While he remaineil in that 
port, about nineo'chKk in the evcniiig, of the 9th 
of February, captain ileyrDlds, ot the Harriot, a 
Britilli rrmed Ihip in ;::;overnnu;nt U^rvice, manred 
liis boat and preHed lev eral American leamen from 
diiTerent ihips in the harbpur. He bej.',an with the 
fliij) Carolina, of Baltimore, captain Ln(her. 

Next day, lleynokb, when on Ihore, fwore that 
he would that night make a fweep among the xAnie- 
I icans. 'ITie latter, hearing of this threat, affem- 
blcd thcmfelves into two veifels that lay in the har- 
bour, one of them the brig Richard and James of, 
Pliiladelphia, and the other the fchooner Eliza of 
Baltimore. About nine o'clock in the evening, a 
lx>at full of armed men was obferved coming from 
the Harriot towards the Eliza. She was hailed and 
enjoined to keep her dillance. Reynolds caufed 
his men to fire. This was returned ; and, after 
tbmetimc, the boat went off. She camel)ack with 
a fre(h fupply of men, and again found its^rudent 
to retire. The people in the Eliza then went on 
board of the Richard and James. Reynolds went 
on /hore, obtained a reinforcemt, and came back » 
to a tliird aifault. Finding the Eliza defertcd he 
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gave up the attempt. In this contefl:, the BritiQi 
faid that they had leventeen men killed or woun- 
fed. I'he Americans had one killed, and one 
•vounded. 

"I'he above account, as to what happened at port 
[eremie, was almoft immediately confirmed by the 
^rrival of captain Webb, of the brig Nymph. Ca]>- 
ain W ebb added, that the Americans had prcfented 
^ petition to the command?mt at jeremie, admiral 
Vlurray, for the recovery of their imprefTed men, 
^nd fatisfaftion for the behaviour of Reynolds- 
Murray anfwered, that he had given no orders for 
the impreis, and that he would ufe his inftue7ice to 
get the men reftored ; but, when captain Webb left 
Jeremie, there was no appearance of that taking 
place. The anfwcr of Murray was mere mockery. 
Reynolds durft not have fired a piftol againft the 
real inclination of the admiral. A Britifli officer, 
in the river Thames, durft no more imprefs a fea- 
man without orders, than he durft fet fire to the 
city. For the bare lofs of fo many men, indepen- 
dent of other circumftances, he would have been 
called to a moft fevere account, even at Jeremie, 
Unlefs he had afted by exprefs orders, or conniv- 
ance. 

On this affair, Webfter has a curious para- 
graph*. In fpite of his Britiih penfion, it was ne- 
ccflTary to fave appearances, by faying fomething 
ibout it. Accordingly heobferves, that, hei-eto- 
fore, this villainous bufinefs has been juftifjed 
under the pretence, that the men were Britifti 
fubjefts, and indeed this has often been tJiefad; 
but thefe lawlefs fellows now openly, and avow- 
edly take Americans/' The heretofore m^rnvk^Lt^f^ 
in ihntruth j becaufe, from the beginning, multi- 



^ Minervaj March I7> 1796* 
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tuiles of AincricariS were taken without any fuch 
pretv-ncc. As t!ie admiral/' lays AVebfter, " did 
net i ifLify Wun (llcynolds) it is poHible the inful- 
tc.l Americans may ol tdin redrels, and we pre- 
iMrnc r^iul wlKit is your rcafon for t\\2it prejump* 
" t: \ imiM ciThieiits arc made xvitkout orders 
fro:n t!:e Bririfii government." ["J be beft and 
ovly r^.i,':J} V. il! be, wiien tiie French fiiall burn 
Fiy i-iM':;h :;nd E jvt^r.]] — Their conduci is now, 
ir :io:iibL% a-i'^ravated, as it is a direc^i violation 
uf :he tr^r.fy which, to England, is of equal 
conjcrii w!:L tl.e vioir^tion of a pancake. As for 
aUing; wichovit orders, that is the conllant fham- 
Don iiL iter war. I'aitUv) ace vjithciit orders^ when, on 
the lotli v)f Tcbruary, 1794^ made Iiis famous 
or inf^.'noijs fpcech to t lie lavages. Mimcce, un- ] 
iloabte.ily, U'Jted alio ivithout orders ^vq\v^x\ he lent j 
a body of r>ritiiii rejruiars and Detroit militia, to ] 
nriiit tiie Iiui':\ns in ai-'iiiltii-jf^ fort Recovery. The . 
ra::k aiul r-c, with rlunr faces blruked, and the 
llii-c'L^ I3.-:ri:!i oilkeis ui elfCii in fcr.rlct, who keptat ] 
n iiilhmce, i:i the rtMr, antl liirecrec! the motionsof \ 
tl:e .;ui!iie<, \\ ere certainly acting likcwifc 

Ai . ;■.... .!-. I\;iy f .rtb.er, Henrv Knox, latcSc- 
cre'./.ry r.: A'v'r.r, did inf:iHib!y acV rjit/iGut orders^ 
lie rciLiiod to f ive the newlj)rinters a copy 
of :l:^'hvi;; ;ind important letter from Wayne, gir 
vinvy e\ iJ.cncc of thcfc facts '^. . ; 

• "^ri.U \s not a hearfay. Not more than a fixth part of the fet- 
ter could bo t ^r.iiiie.i. The !are Wit. Andrew Brown, was in the 
^V.\|•.Ol1:ot^ rrvinir t-^ v»<'t a full iranfcript for ihe Philadelphia Ga« ' 
y.ttic. anii Iv^tb he aiM ivhors met with a refufal. 'I'hey reccivedi I 
b^fkics a litl v.f the l:ijU\i an J. w ouiulcd, cnlv fome fcraps wbidl 
ir.:ilve np a pariL^n pn <»r' about thirty linos. Nothing uasfufiered 
i»j ir;',r.rjiic in tho ri hlic prints that could place the behaviour of 
?imoce in a proper lit^hr. 

But, 0:1 I he 2 1 it cf November, 1794.1 it was thought proper t*.' 
read this dilpatch 10 Con^rcis, with fomc depofitions that had like* 
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' On the 15th of March, 1796, Mr. Samuel Smith, 
prefented to the Houfe of Reprefentatives a pro-' 
teft taken by captain John Green, of a Baltmiore 
brig, trading to the Weft-Indies. He depofed that, 
^vhen he was at cape Nichola Mole, he was on board 
a fchooner from Virginia, where he faw two of the 
crew, native Americans, imprefTed by the officers 
of tlie Britilh fliip Severn. One of the men was af- 
ter%vards returned as unfit for duty. The comman-- 
der of the Severn faid, that he was authorized, by 
the late treaty, to take all feamcn who had not pro- 
teftions from the United States. In faying this, he 
paid a compliment to Jay's treaty which it does not 
merit. All feamcn, whether with protections or 
without them, are alike unnoticed by that paper • 
On prefenting this proteft, an infignificant debate? 
enfued in the houfe. The queftion was, whether 
it ftiould be referred to the feleft committee on 
American ieamen, or to the Secretary at War, that 
the Prcfident miglit make fuitable reprcfentations 
to the Britifh government. It was remitted to 
the committee. Congrefs might as well have deli- 
berated, whether the proteft ftiould be caft under 
the table, or into the fire. 

mCe been kept fccret^ The latter (hewed, m the (Irongeft h'ght, the? 
extreme averfion of the Indians to fight Wayne, and the artifices o£ 
the Britifh to make them do fo. A perfon who overheard the pa- 
pers read obtained, a confiderable time after, permiffion to copy 
them from the repofitories of Congfefs. So late as May, 1 796, they 
tt-ere fucccflively printed in the Maryland Journal, the Aurora, and 
ihc Argus. Mr. M* Henry, now Secretary at War, being greatly 
furprifed at their appearance, wrote a letter to one'"of thefe printers^ 
entreating to know which of his clerks in the war-office had betrayed 
official confidence ; and afluring the printer, that it he would give 
op the name of this correfpondent, the mode of difccvery Jkould be con" 
craUd, Such is the minute vigilance of the American cabinet ! and 
fo culpable it is to let the people become acquainted with their own 
bnfinefs! In reply, the Secretary was affured of the entire inno< 
fence of all his clerks, and advifed to proceed with hi« inquiries, 

s 



130 HISTORY OF THE 

The Philadelphia newfpapers of the i8th of 
March, related that captain M'Keever, of the brig 
Amiable Creole, failed frbm Port-au-Prince, on the 
25th of February, preceding. The captain faid that, 
M'hile he lay there, the Hermione frigate prefTed, 
from time to time, a vaft number of American fea- 
men out of different vefTels. On a moderate cal- 
culation, two-thirds of his crew were Americans . 

The Regulus, another frigate, prcfTed all hands 
of all nations indifcrimlnately, who could not pro- 
duce proteftions. Thofe who refuled to do duty 
were \\ hipt. Four days before caj^t. M'Keever left 
l^)rt-au-Prince, twelve A.merican fennien were re- 
UiM'Cd on n?ore froai the Rcv ';];! s, Tt'tf r receiving 
levoral l:ifliin{);s forhiiving uttcrJy rcf ile J to do duty 
on boartl of lie. The relt of the imprc^Ted men, in 
tiitfc two frij^atcs, had found it prudent to comply 
witli Britilh orders. This was the treatment of 
our feamcn fifteen months after the figning of Jay^s 
treaty, and before Congrcfs began to debate on the 
propriety of accepting it. 

K EAL1RKS from the hrl^ Fannfs log-hook^ IViUiam Swh'- 
b:irn^ mcijler^ from the IP^efl- Indies^ arrived at New-Yorkj 
on the 21// ofA'Iarch^ ^796* 

« On Thurfday, January 28, 1796, at five P. m. wa 
bfvirJcd off St. George's bay, Grenada, by the Zebra's 
boat (a Britifli floop of" war), who impreffed one of tlie peo- 
" pie, John Burt, being born in the United States, and having 
" a regular protcclion. I accordingly made application to the 
" commanding officer, in expedlation of getting him clear, but 
« to ftonc effcd ; their anfwer was, they wanted men andmufi 
ha'Jt them. 

« On Monday, February 8th, at two p. m. was boarded by 
the Mermaid's boat, a Britifli frigate, who impreffed one of 

« the men (he not being a Britifli fubjefl:), and overhauled us 

" very ftriftly on fufpicion of my having failors flowed away. 

" That fame night I went on board to folicit for my man. 

^ After communicating to the captain my errand, he told me 
he was certain I had men flowed away, and he would fexid 
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his boat on board, and overhaul us from keel to gunnel ; and, 
after giving me much abuiive language,^ laid, he would flog 
.. me^ and all I had on board. Accordingly, the Mermaid's 
boat came on board with a great many hands, hove the long 
boat out of the chocks, hoifted up twenty-two barrels of beef, 
moved part of the ball aft, and,, as the faying is, turned every 
thing upfide down. They went on board, firft being con- 

" vinccd I had no people flowed away. I fliortly after went 
on board the Mermaid to fee if they would fjnd the boat and 
crew on board to flow the cargo in its proper place, as I had 

" no people to do it, and put the boat in thcchcx:ks, &c. and 
after diftrefling me all they could, with rcfpeil to my people, 

" I was told they had done with me, and bid me go about my 
bufinefs, and get people where I could. 
" Shortly after I had got on board my veflel, the Charlotte, 
^ capcriin Williams, a Britifli floop often guns, fcnt her boat 
on board, who overhauled us, &c. On the 9th, at meri- 

^' dian, with much difHculty weighed anchor, and made fail, 

*^ as I rovM get no redrefs, and no probability of getting hands. 
" Siv rtly a ter was brought too by a fliot from the above 
floop, and after we hove the f lils to the mafls, and brought 
too, flie fired no 1 -fs than half a dozen mufket fliot, aimed 
right at us ; but pro. iJentially we received no hurt from 
them, though I ht^ard the whiflle of feveral of the balls. 
" A fu r we had laid fome time, they fent the boat on board, 

" who rummaged and overhauled j but feeing they could find 
" nothing, they returned on board. 

. On Thurfday, the i ith, at nine A. m. faw a floop to the 
leeward, which fliortly knew to be the fame floop, that had 

** boarded us two days before, in St. George's bay. 

" When flie came within a league of us.flie fired, and con- 
tinued to do fo, as long as the guns would bear, flie reaching 

" one way and we the other. When flie got into our wake flie 
tacked but did not come up with us until two p. m. when we 
tackcd,and flie fetched us and brought us too with another ftiot. 
I received a great deal of abufive language from the captain 
without giving any reafons. 

"jHecurfed and damned the Americans and faid they were 
f * their greateft enemies.. He feid he had fired twelve fliot at us, 

that 1 fliould p^y two doflars for the firft,- and double for 
« every one after : however, I not being willing to comply 
*• with this unreafonable requeft, and feeing he had no bufinefr 
<^ to hsive fired at us, as he h^d. boarded us the day bcfore> and:. 
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« as he did not think fit to f-nd his boat on board, he fuffercd 
us to C-z liiil. 

" This is a Ihort fpecimen of the ufage v/e meet with from 
« the B iciflicruizers in the WelMndies. All which I can 
attjlt 10 : and much more if rjquiied. 

WILLIAM SWINBURN." 

0:i the 28ih of March, 1796, the ftiip Bacchus, 
captain George, arrived at rhiladtriphia. On the 
2Ctli he was boarded by the Thetis, a Britifli fri- 
gate. She prcflcd his njate and cabin boy, on a 
TiifpiLion of their bcirg; Britifh fubjefts. The boy 
was an iadenled apprentice. 

As it is proper to do jnftice to all parties, it may 
here be noticed that, at this time, captain liurnet, 
of tlic bri^r George, arj ived in Philadt'Iphia from 
King/Ion, and brought a complaint of the French 
privateers. He laid that leveral of them were 
cruifuig olF Jamaica, when he left it. They were 
very troLd)lefome to American veficls, fometimes 
plundering them of their fea llores, and othcrwifc . 
behaving with the greatcli: infolence. No farther 
pnrticnlars arc fpecified ; and this is the firft com^ 
plaint againll France, or at moft tl;e fecond, which 
liath as yet occuiTCd in collecting materials for the 
prefent fnmmary of piracies. At the fame time, 
leveral articles of Britidi rapine have been omitted 
for want of room. So contrafted at tliat period, 
was the condndt of thefetwo nations to this country! 

A gentleman at Kingfton in Jamaica, in a letter 
to the printers of the Maryland Journal, dated the 
25th of February, 1796, gave the following par- 
ticulars. The Argonaut man of war of fixty»four 
'guns, had, a few days before, fent into Kingfton, 
two American vefTels. T'he one was the fchoonep 
Swallow, captain Stubbs, from Cape Francois to 
EoHDn. Her cargo conliftcd of cotton and coffee, 
With fix thoufand dollars iri fpecic. T^e whole 
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property belonged to Mr. Trifdale of Bofton. The 
other veffel was the fchooner Paragon of Norfolk, 
laden with coffee, and owned by Mr. Mofcs Myers 
of that town. In June, 1794, coffee coll in re- 
tail, at Philadelphia, about a (liilling per pound. 
In June, 1795, ^^^^ ^^^^ Ihilling and 

£our pence. By November, 1796, if no^fooner, 
it rofe to two (hillings and four pence. The pira- 
cies juft no\^ ftated, which are only part of hun- 
dreds of the fame kind, explain, very fuljy, the 
caufe of this alteration. The writer of rhc above 
letter added that both veflels were libi lled, and 
that indeed none need expcCl to cjcapc that f hte^ 
whatever might be the final verdift about them. 
The very delay, difappointment, and rife of inlu- 
rance, hi confequence of fnch alarms, impofe a 
ruinous tax on the ownei's, while, in the mean time, 
the failors were frequently prefTcd. Sometimes 
they were fwept off by the yellow fever ; and car- 
goes of a perifhable nature were often deftroy- 
cd while the fliip waited for a decilion. 

The fame letter adds that the fchooner Volup- 
tas, Jonathan Hall, mafter, of Baltimore, had been 
lent into Kingftoa, by the Severn of forty-four 
guns. She had on board a valuable cargo of cot 
fee and cotton, and part of an outward bound 
freight of provifions, with a large fum of money. 
The fupercargo, Mr. Duncan, was going from 
Gonaives to the Platform, to purchafe coffee to 
load the floop for Baltimore. The pretence for 
fending in the Voluptas was, that flic carried pro- 
vifions for an enemy's port. At this time, the 
captain of the Severn had kept Mr. Duncan a pri- 
fbncr for fifty-two days, and threatened to try 
him, as a Britifii fubjeit, for high treafon ; al- 
though he had with him a certificate of his being 
^IT American citizen, 
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Csptain Hall, and Duncan had been fcnt 
prilbncrs from cape Nichola Mole to Port Royal, 
on board of the Lark man of war. On their pat- 
Irff- e, they were put upon two-thirds of the Britilh 
iV.ir.ien's allowance of fait beef and bread. One 
of them, the letter does not fay which, happening 
to lleep in the next birth to the lieutenant, had his 
wr.tch and money llol en out of his pocket. It was 
their opinion that the Severn had defigned to fend 
ti.e ill'iooncr to the bottom, for flie run lb near as 
to carry uwny their bowiprit. 

A few days before the writing of this letter, the 
fiiip Lydi:i, Robert lilount, maftcr, from PortC- 
-rioiilli in Xcw-Hampfljirc, had arrived at Kingfton, ^ 
Aivjul fuur UMn;uesto windward of Porr-Koyal, he 
liiul been bo:irdcd-by the ilegulus. She took au'ay 
]::.•: zmtc^ and four men. They were all natives 
of Portfno.iih, married, and had re{!;uiai' prc>tec- 
tif)ns. Ucfore takinjr them on boani, the Eritifli '\ 
CL-.j^rnin fcnt his fiiri^oon into thel>ydia, to examine J 
t'n* pi'?n, and Ice if they were in good Jiealth. The ' ' 
Rcrr'dus had prcilcd above fifty leamen, went to 
JV>rt-.iM-Princc, and from tiience toEnp^laiid; fb 
fhiit when the Portfmouth failors were to fee their 
families, or whether they were ever to fee them 
at all, was extremely doubtful. 

The fame correfpondent gives an account of the 
conduftof a French privateer to an American bi^ig 
v/hich, on the 14th ofFebruary,had come into Kingf- 
ton. This privateer h.nd taken the Britifli fliip Barzil- 
lai, captainBlacki^urn, which left Kingfcon on the 3d 
of February, and was taken on the 7th, in fight of 
Port RoyaP^. The French put Blackburn, with 

* " But the misfortune is, that men will oppofe imagination ta 
" fact. Though wc fee Great 1>m tain f rfdomifiant on the ocean^ 
though wc obfjrve her pcrtmickvjly rejljiing the Hl'q of facff^atm 
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his whole private property, on board of the brig, 
In his trunk were two bags of money ; the plate 
of the fliip's cabin; and two bills of exchange to the 
amount in whele of eight hundred pounds. The 
Frenchman faid that he diidained to take any thing 
from a prifoner, and wift edhim a good voyage to 
itingfton. From the brig this jacobin took a bar- 
rel of beef, and paid fifteen dollars for it. Thus 
far the letter to the printers of the Maryland jour- 
nal. ^ 

A Philadelphia print of the a6th of March, 1796, 
contained an extratlil of a letter dated March 2d, 
from Bermuda. The writer mentions that tlic 
fliip Hannah, captain Hoare, from Philadelphia 
to France, was, on the 24th of February, taken by 
the Lynx floop of war. She ftript the Hannah of 
her whole crew, excepting the mate, the cook, 
and the cabin boy, and fent her into Bermuda. 
i Moft of the hands impreffed had protections. The 
*^'jcaptain of the Lynx had fpoke, on the day before, 
"•with the Roebuck of Philadelphia, and faid that he 

was prevented from taking her by a violent gale of 

wind. 

An article dated Salem, the 22d of March, gives 
what is cMed verbal information by captai^i Blacker. 
Part of it is in fubflance as follows : 
t On the night of the 2 2d of January, 1796, the 
prefs gang at Liverpool crimped an American fea- 
man, having previoully ferved feveral others in the 
fame w^ay . Two hundred and fifty x\merican failors 
aflemblcd, went to the houfe of rendezvous of the 
gang, aijd refcued their companion. They placed 
the officbips of the imprefs in the centre of the room, 
obliged them to uncover, and give three cheers to 

ijjith Fratrcei Sec" Camillus, No. v. A valuable predominancy, 
when her veCTels were captured in fight of her own ports, and almoft 
>n fight of her fhips of war ! 
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the United States. On the 27th, another AmencSn 
was impreffed. His countrymen again aflembled, 
rcicned the man, killed one of the gang, thre\^- ano- 
tlier into the dock, where he was drowned and fe- 
verely beat the remainder, who fled. 

On the 2d of February, the x\mcrican captains 
were called before the mayor and magiftrates of 
Liverpool. They were admoniflied to keep their 
crews in order. They made an anfwer which muft 
have occurred to any body excepting a member of 
Congrefs vindicating appropriations for the Britifli 
treaty. The account adds that, from thenci? for- 
ward, the Americans v/ere unmolelled. 

About the 29th of March, 1796, the fliip Friend- 
fliip, captain Atkins, arrived at Norfolk. The cap- ; 
tain faid that, within the capes of Chefapcake, he was 
boarded by a boat from the Thetis, captain Coch- - 
ran, which prelfed a man who had been naturalized ■ 
for ten years paft. As the Chefapeake is within 
the territory of the United States, the Britifh might 
as decently have taken him from the ftreets of Phi-r'^ 
ladelphia. A letter from New- York to a merchant in ! 
Philadelphia, dated the 2d of April, informed that 
his fliip, the Ocean, captain Vredenburgli, had been . 
taken on the 31ft ult. and fcnt into Halifax by La J 
Prevoyance, a Britifli frigate. The whole crew,|^ 
at the time of writing the letter, were detained on»j 
board of the frigate, except the mafler, the firft mate I 
and a boy. The Ocean was fromltlavre-de-Gracc, 
and the frigate took her, not far fi'om the Highlands, 
with a pilot on board. The Argus, of April 4th, fays, j 
that before fhe was difmiJITed for Halifax, " feveral 

pafTcngers were mod; gracioufly permitted to jump 

into the long boat, and come up to New- York." 
When captain Vredenburgh remonftrated ,the Bri- 
lilh captain told him that this conduft was juftificci 
by Jay's treaty. The Minerva fays that the Ocean 
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was taken three days before flie made land. But the 
Connefticut goddefe of wifdom is diftinguifhed for 
want of veracity*. It is at leaft very uncommon 
to take in a pilot, at fuch a diftance from fliore ; 
and it is agreed that the Ocean hadpne. While 
the Britifh v/ere thus plundering American (hip- 
ping, Mr. Pickering received a letter from Mr... 
Samuel Bayard, dated London, 29th of December, 
1795. ^1^^ following extrad; appeared, on the 
3^11 of March, 1796, in the Philadelphia Gazette. 
In the courfe of this next month, the Judge 

of the Admiralty has authorized us to expert an 
*^ order for the reftitution of the veflcls and car- 

goes feized and fold by fir J. Jarvis and fir 

Charles Grey, at Martinico, St, Lucia and Gua- 

daloupe. 

In the Court of Appeals, alfo, two illegal fen- 
tences of the Vice-xAdmiralty Courts, in the Weft- 
*^ Indies, have lately been annulled, and the con- 
. duft of the judges feverely cenfured by the Lords 
commilfioncrs of appeals." 
This intelligence, as if worth a perufal, was 
communicated by Mr. Pickering to the Committee 
. of Merchants in this city, appointed to fuperintend 
the bufinefi of indemnification. Nothing but the 
blindnefsof interefted hope, could have drawn any 
comfort from fuch an account. The attainment^ 
of an objeft is at a very indefinite diftance, when 
the parties are only authorized to expeCl. The an- 
nulling of two piracies, out of five or fix hundred, 
was merely calling a tub to the whale. As for the 
cenfure beftowed on the Weft-Indian judges, how 
much it was in earneft, and how much it was re- 
fpefted, appears from their perfifting, at that very 
moment, to proceed in the fame track. There 



* Webftcr is. a native of that date. 
T 
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could not be a more palpable deliifion, though iiH 
tlceJ the thinnefs of the difguife almoll precludes 
it from tiiat name. The Eritifli had been plunder- 
ing American merchantmen for almoft thi'ec years. 
A treaty, which was to flop every proceeding of 
the kind, l:ad been ratified eight months before. 
Yet IHU piracy and imprclsment went on at full 
vioonr. Kut when we conlider the uncommonly 
petriiicd ideas of many merchants in the fca-.ports 
of America, nothing; but the moll fnivelling timidity 
couLl be looked for- In fumvner, 1793, Britifli 
ctfrontery declared the French republic in a /late 
^fJi^iJie; and, under that pretence, confifcated Ame- 
rican velfcls freighted for any French port with 
proviiions, as if France and her colonies had only 
been fomc fortified town with an area of a fquare 
mile. At that crifis, merchants of eminence in this 
city were to be found who vindicated that enormous 
robbery. If, in a fimilar fituation, any citizen of 
London had harboured fuch feelings, the certainty * 
ofpablic abhorrence would at leaft have forced him 
to hold his tongue. When captain Barney, about 
that time, made a voyage to the Weft-Indies, and 
declared his determination, if attacked, of giving 
battle to the fucceflbrs of Blackbeard, the tory par- 
ty in Philadelphia were violent in his condemnation. 
A report having reached the continent, that the 
Ilnglifli at Jamaica had refolved to hang him, it was 
folemnly pronounced, in this city, to be perfe<fHy 
right ; and that he was an incendiary who wanted 
to embroil the two countries. It was to be expec- 
ted that fuch ]>eople would abominate the American 
Annual Regifter as the verisji catch-penny that ever 
was publifliedy the mere tittle tattle of jacobinifm^ n 
They are welcome to feel no exciteme?it except that 



* See Gazette of the United States* 
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of dijgu/t at any thing it contaijis ; for, if it had 
met with their approbation, it would have com- 
pletely dilgiifted its author, and that clafs of people 
whom he is chiefly defirous of pleafing. It cannot 
clcape obfervation that the above notice from Bay- 
ard contains not one fyllable about the imprelTment : 
of failors. This blank in Jay's treaty, and Bayard's 
commiflion,.may be compared to the capitulation of 
a general, who, witlwut a fingle ftipulation about 
protefting the lick. and wounded men of his army, 
thinks of nothing but the fecurity and foee depar- 
ture of his baggage. 

Captain Paulding, of the brig Polly, in a letter 
to his owners, at Njsw-York from Curracoa, dated 
March 3d, fivi; ihat he had been fent into Grenada^ 
by the Favourite {loop of war, after il e had taken 
from b\z\ all his hands ^ with failing orders, letters, 
invoices, antl, bills of lading. He was detained for 
Ibmc weeks. At length he had orders to depart, . 
but could not recover his papers. His cargo wasj 
he fays, confiderably damaged by his detention. He 
does not tell whether he got back any of his men^ 
which is very unlikely, or by what xneans he workr 
cd the veffel to Curracoa. 

TheMaryland Journal, of the 13th of April, 1797^ 
has an extraft of a letter from an American fcaman, 
dated Spithead,. December 26th, 1795, board 
the (hip-Affiftance, in which flie had been detained 
from the 20th of O^flober preceding. The-mau 
belonged to the Hannah ©f Baltimore, Captain 
Wcfcott. This veflel, with fourotlicr Americans^ 
bad been carried into St. John's, Newfoundland. , 
He expreflTed a hope that the Hannah would be li- 
berated. The printers added, that the fticklers for 
Britifh amity might, upon calling pt their office, 
fee the original letter. This intimation was 
needful in the cafe where fuch an article had not 
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bcpn copied from Ibmc other print ; for in Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and perhaps in every lea-port town 
in the union, a number of people arc conftantly 
ready to browbeat and even rain any printer who 
piibliflies articles unfavourable to Britain. Thus, 
at the deatli of Dr. Franklin|, a newfpaper of this 
city obicrved, that the flags of the {hi])s in the Dela- 
ware were lowered. The printer unthinkingly 
fnbjfjiPied that rcc7J the Britifli^' ciid fo. Next day, 
feveral of his lubfcribers came into his office, and, 
with many rejn'oaches threw up his paper. The 
author had the llory from himfclf. Indeed no bet- 
ter ll .ito of fociety can be expected in our fea-ports, 
where tlie whole mals of Britifii tories, who had 
been doing the utmolt milchief in their power to 
tliis country during tlie revolution, were permitted, ] 
iilmoft univerfally,without diftinflion, to return and 1 
mix upon a level with the republican citizens. In 
private morals, they were jnfl as good as other 
people. But, in a political light, they were at beft 
concealed, and often profefled enemies. In pri- 
vate life, no man would lodge under his roof an in- 
cendiary who, for eight years, had been attempting 
to burn his houfe. At tlie laft election for Congrcfs, 
in the county of Philadelphia, one of the moft offici- 
ous l\\c federal managers had formerly afted as a 
Britifli guide- He was, for this oifcnce, tried by the 
Hate, and very nearly hanged. A flioal of fimilar 
examples might be traced. 

The next article in the lame Maryland Journal, 
(hews in what fubjugation the tories hold the prefi. 

* A laJy, who is very nearly related to Dr. Franhli'n, had oc« 
cafion, fincc his dcitli, to make a iri)yage to England. In feveral 
fafliionabie c(unpanji:s fl;o met v. itb the coldeft trcatm«:nt, as being 
conne£^cJ with the j'arnily of a rehll If George the I'hird cfcapes 
the dagger or the foafKild, his moft faithful fubjei^s in Philadelphia* 
••''id they arc not frvi- in number, will have a notable op}x)rtunity 
for bowing and fcrapinj, on his alighting at OcJler s hotel. 
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Captain Herring, from Jamacia, had informed the 
printers that, when the Britifh captured and fent into 
that ifland American veflels, the failors were either 
turned afliore to ftarve, or prefled into the Britifh 
fervice. He added that all of them received the 

meft indignant treatment from thefc tyrannical 
' ^Jea mon/lersJ^ For fnferting fuch harfli language, 
theprinters made along and humble apology. This 
timidity betrays a feature of degradation uilknown 
in France or England. Was it ever heard of that a 
Britifh mariner, on returning home from a French 
jail, durft not publifli his complaints in a Britifli 
newfpaper ; or that the editor would be forced to 
apologize for giving him a corner* ? 

Captain Herring, abovcmentioncd, furniflicd the 
printer of the Journal with the following lift of 
vefTels left at Kincrfton, on the 8th of March laft, 
which were all prizes to the Argonaut. Schooners 
V"oluptas, Hall, Baltimore ; Active, Compton, do. ; 
Adelaine, Stanley, do. ; Fortitude, Rofs, do. ; Swal- 
low, Stubbs, Bofton ; Pai'agon, — — , Norfolk ; 
and a number of other veffels, belonging to feve- 
ral ports in th(* United States ; in all fifty-five. 

T.\z infatuation and fti^pidity of a certain fet of 
people I'A this country furpafTcs all defcription. 
They e.nbracj every opportunity to revile and ex- 
s afperate the French, to whom wc were at firft in- 
debted for independence, and who, at this mo- 

* Juft below, in the fame column, there follows a ftring of rc- 
folutions from Cumberland county, in the ftate of Maryland, in 
favour of Jay's treaty. They fay that "the cftccm of hisfellow- 
« citizens l«i th* only n^ward^ which he (the Prcfident) is willing to 

receive for his m/exnmpled kf^icQsJ' It fignifies nothing to chime 
over this impertinent fable of the Prefident fcrving his country for 
vothi/tg. Yet though he has afked and received the laft cent of his 
two hundred thoufand dollars, hefides thirteen thouftind fix hundred* 
tO' affift him in fetting up a houfc, the friends of ordi.-.' will ncvec 
ceafe to prate that he would accept of no falary^ 
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rienr, arc the ftiield which favcs us from the im- 

]^l:icable fury of Britain. 

On the other hand, though tliey cannot deny the 
fcand:i!oLi3 conduct of our blefled moihcr country, 
t!icy do no not wifh, if they cgin help it, to hear a 
fingle word upon the fubj'.v^. Language of. this 
kind, can, they fay, be produdive of no good ; 
and it may irritate Britain, with whom, you know, 
we arc in amity. 

A letter from Norfolk, dated 4th, and publifli- 
cd in the Philadelphia Gazette on the i ith of April, 
1796, his ihcfe words. 

A vefTcl, ycilerdav, returned from the Mole, 

which carried out f^me of the Lories, arid loft 
' " about on:: half of the Alio a fioop from here, 

arrived there witJi only four horfes alive; and a 

b:*i^ from acre iofl: about one half of the carn:o 
" of horfes which flie carried out, the red were 

nil fickly." 

The next paragrapli fliews the difference of be- 
haviour at this time, between the French andEng- 
lifli privateers. A French cruizer fell in with the 
Ichooner Little John, fent her into the Havannah, 
and detained her five days. The French took half 
a puncheon of rum, a barrel of bread, and a fpy- 
glafs. The captain gave an order for the amount 
upon his agent in Philadelphia. 

NORFOLK, April 4. 
" We ftop the prefs to mention the arrival of 
captain Wanton Steer, of the brig Charlotte, in 
twenty-four days from Port Ptoyal, Martinique j 
from him we have obtained the following: 
" That the fhip Diana, of New-York, David 
Chadeayne, mailer, on his paff age from the Eaft- 
Indies to New-York^ was boarded by his Britan- 
nic majeily*s brig Pelican, captain J. C. Searle, 
^' wlio fc::t an officer and crew on board^ and took 
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Out the mate, fix people, and carried her into 
Port Royal, where on the 6th of March, while 
in their pofleffion, (he caught fire and "ivas burnt 
to the water*s edge^ uoith all her cargo ^ of inir 
menle value 

The following article \^ here copied from a Bof- 
ton newfpaper, of the 7th of April, 1796. 

MORE BRITISH JMlTr. 
" Captain Elkanah Mayo, who arrived in town this week 
" froai New- York, has favoured us wiih the following ac- 
" count of the cruel treatment he and his men received from 
" the officers and men of the Britifli frigate La Pique, at Bar- 
" badocs, in. December laft, viz. Captain Mayo, in the fliip 
Polly, of Cape Ann, homc\vard bound, from a whaling voy- 
age, was drove in by ftrefs of weather to Barbadoes, where 
he lay near three weeks for the arrival of fome Americana 
" to freight his oil home ; during which time, the Britifli fri- 
gate La Pique arrived there from a'cruife, and in two days 
after, preffcd two of his hands. Captain Mayo applied to 
the governor for prote£):ion, who cawfed the men to be re- 
" leafed ; three days after, captain Mayo's boat, being alhore 
with three men waiting for him, the frigate's barge hauled 
^ in clofe to his boat, and boarded him with cutlafTes, to profs 
" the men by forte. The men called on captain Mayo, from 
the fliore, who run to the boat for their relief, where he found 
" the crew of the Britifli frigate with the tiller of their barge, 
beating his men over their heads, with faid tiller, till the blood 
" guflied from their mouths and nofcs, and othcrwife mangling 
** them in a barbarous and fliocking; manner. Captain Mayo 
fprung into the boat and cleared it of the Britifli crew. The 
^ commanding officer, who was then on the wharf, faid he 
would have every man aboard the fliip. Mr. Woodruff, 
with whom captain Mayo did bufmefs, being on the wharf, 
offered his bonds to the captain of the frigate that he would 
bring his prote£tions on fliore. Captain Mayo then went 
" on board his fliip to bring his protedtions. While he was 
on board, the commanding officer of the frigate,' and all the 
refl: of the officers, got into their barge, waiting for captain 
Mayo, who was returning with all his protections , they 
boarded him j the commanding officer jumped into captain 
" Mayo's boat wthhis drawn cutlals, and dragged by force all 
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his men into their barge, and then prefented his cutlafs to capt. 
" Mayo's breaft, and ordered him into the barge, which he refu- 
" fed ; after which he pricked hira feveral times in the breaft, and 
" then towed him on board the frigate ; he put capt. Mayo's men 
** into the hole among his men who were fick with the yellow 
fever ; he then ordered a pair of irons to be fixed on captain 
*^ M:'.\'o, which were not, however, fixed ; he kept him on the 
" ciuarter-deck until evening, then ordered captain IVIayo'sboat 
tobj hauled up, and ordered him on board alone. Capt. Mayo 
" reqiicffed him to let him have a man to go with him, whi(4 
the captain of the frigate refufed ; then faid he would caft 
him oft', and let him go adrift, he told him he might periA 
at fea, to which he replied, he hoped he would. Captain 
*' Mayo told him he would not go, unlefs he caft him off, he 
then took his barge, and towed oaptain Mayo on board his 
own (hip ; the next mining captain Mayo went to the go- 
** vcrnor, and complained of the officers' condu ft ; the gover- 
*^ nor ordered his men to be immediately relcafed, who were 
accordingly fent on fliorc. Four days after, three of his meo 
" were taken with the yellow fever, which they took while on 
board the frigate, and which fpread through captain Mayo's 
" fhip's company : four of his men died of the lever, the reft 
were obliged to leave the fliip, and he hired negroes to pump 
her. Captain Mayo then chartered veffels as he could find 
them to take his men and cargo to the United States. This 
bafe coiiduft of our new-treaty-allies occafioned the lofs oE 
eight thoufand dollars to his owners. 
" I, the fubfaiber, do teftify to the above account, 

LLKANAH MAYO." j 

While the Britifh weie going on at this rate, a i 
letter, dated January 17th, was received in Phila- • 
(iclphia, Trom Samuel Bayard, agent for the United 
States, at London, on the bufinefs of reftitution. 
Mr. Bayard writes thus : 

As foon as miniftry learn the line of conduft, 
" which the Houfe of Reprefentatives mean to pur- 
" fne, I am perfuaded their conduft, as it regards 
us, will be Icfs fluftuating. Should the houfe co- 
incide with the Prefidcnt and Senate, every thing ■ 
here will go well : fhould obftacles, on the other 
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hand, be thrown in the way by the popular branch 
* ^ of the government, I doubt whether the weftern 
*^ pofts will be furrendered, or reftitution made of 
our captured property. However, I truft that 
every man who has any regard t6 the honour^ 
thcfaith^ or inter eft of his country, will fee tl^ 
neceflity of carrying the treaty fully into efFeft, 
" fo far as regards the United States." 

The fcope of the letter is, that, if Congrefs ap- 
propriated for Mr, Jay's treaty, compenfation would 
be made for the piracies in the Weft-Indies. If 
they did not, the prizes would be kept. This 
plainly infers, that the Britifh were afting as con- 
iummate bucanneers. For, whether the treaty paft 
or not, they had no title to have taken thefe vef- 
fels. But thefupcrior talents of Mr. Jay had happily 
interwoven two matters totally diftin<fl. If you 
11 gn this treaty of commerce, you fliall get compen- 
fation for the veflels. If not, we fliall have them 
to ourfelves. Before entering upon the old ftory 
of debts due to Britain ; of the weftern pofts, and 
of matters relative to the laft war ; before plunging 
into treaties of amity, the recent feizure of the 
veflels fliould have bf en fully and feparately fettled. 
If that could be done, it was time enough to get 
into a treaty. If it could not be done, the way 
for America was to have flood by in wait ft?r con- 
tingencies, while an embargo on provifions would 
have laid the Britifti Weft-Indies proftrate at her 
feet. Inftead of this obvious policy, matters the 
xnoft diftinA were all jumbled together ; and the 
bait of compenfation made America fnap at the 
gUded hook.* Suppofe that one of her neighbours 

♦ In jaftlce to Mr Jay, it muft be believed that his condudl was af- 
feded by fome rcafons not yet communicated to the public, The 

V 
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liath broke into a widow's wheatfield, nightly, for 
months together, and carried oft* or deflroyed her 
crops. An envoy is fent to demand fiitisfadlion. 
'I'he robber anlwcrs that he has old accounts to 
fettle with the landlady, that he wants a wife, and 
that, if (lie will agree to a iettlement, and^ the 
fame time let him have her hand, he will enter 
inlo one 1 weeping treaty for the whole. Any fer- 
vant girl would fee the abfurdity of this jumbling 

npplication i»f the following anecdote cannot be miilaken. It (hcwa 
llu- lu'iv.icp.t m'jH'aVsthat Piit makes to Miicedoninn logic. 

On ihsi yiU oi' i V.)iaary, 179.]., colonel V/hitlock wrote a letter 
to trenvral LavauX) who cominaRJed nt Port-au-Paix> in St. Do- 
mipjo. i\c rcquircil.l/avaux to deliver up the town, the fons^ and 
i^.ii^'ii.i;. lie then* in the n.-i;ne of the Bricidi government^ adds 
rliua: •* The /ui;! of five tiiousamj crowns tournois fhall 
•« jniiJ to yuu in yvrfon, 6r dcpcfitcd in the bank of England, 
" V'l' y^'ur larder." 

Inlnsanfwer, Lavaux fays, ''permit mc now to complain to 
** yt»urlclf, the ir*di:^niiy you have offered me, in thinking me fo 

vile, t"«' flagiiir-js, l-.. hafe, as not to rtfenr," &-c. He concludes 
nitii fcndinir VVhitlork a challenge immediately to meet and fight 
iiiiM- Sfu New Annual Kcgillcrfor 1794, Hiftoryi p. 338. 

Rut it" Port-au-Paix was worth five thoufand cfowns to Engbnd, 
Jay's trc.fy wn-^ worth fifty millions. The Reprefentatives were in 
the liire^L way to the dollruf^ion of the Britifti Weft-Indies. A fut 
penfion lifconimercial intercourfe^ and an embargo, would have re- 
el i-citl both Kngh':nd and thpfe colonies to the utmoft diificalty* 
'I nel'c two mcafurcs would %ave broke no treaty, nor afforded any 
pretericv." fur a tj i.irrcl, and they would have humbled England too 
much to !cavp her any appetite for the wantoii declaration of hoftili- 
ties. All this was fo evident, the track purfued by the Reprefenta- 
tives was marked with fuch luminous circumttanccs of invitatiorif 
that nothing but ignorance, corruption, or the moll abjed imbeci- 
Jity of undeif^ari..:ini/, could miftake :t. 

Like Sennacherib's an^^el, GnmiKus interfered to fuggeift an cx« 
prefs libel on Congrefs, to tarniih the character, to undermine the 
ii'itereft, and to hamlhing the vengeance of America. With a met 
fage fo welcome, fo necdriry, to the very being of the court of Lon- 
d(;n, Jay muft have been a favourite gueft. And, after the facrifi- 
ces which he made, if he did not pay due attention to the future in- 
dependence of his family, he is a greater fimpleton thao the worid 
<.-3n polCbJy tliink him to 
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propofal. She would reply, that intermarriage 
might coqie time enough, when former complaints 
were cleared up. But the objeft of Mr. Hamilton 
and his friends was, right or wrong, to have a 
Britijh treaty ; .and the prcfent one could not have 
been got through, but for entwifting it with tlie 
profpeft of compenfation. 

On the 8th of April, 1796, a Philadelphia print 
contained the following extraft of a letter from 
London, dated February 2d. 

I this moment caaie from the court of admir 
ralty, where the firft cafe of the QaptureS at IVIar- 
tinique, by Grey and Jervis, was tried this mor- 
ning : it was r^verfed, which will be a pretcdent 
for all the others, and a point gained for all of 
us that have cafes in the coiu-ts here. And now 
they fay, on Saturday next, the lords will fit, 
and will go on to try the legality of the condem- 
nations in the Weft-Indies/' 
As to the. point gained for all of us^ there is yet 
very little progrefs made, nor is it of much concern 
to the claimants whether there is or not. The 
above, and Mr. Bayard^s letter, are quoted chiefly 
becaufc they contain not even one fingle, folitary, 
word, about the relief of the failors, who had been 
torn from their families, and their country, ftar- 
ved, hand-cuffed, and flogged, to make them en- 
rol in the Britifh fervice of affaflination. If this 
book falls into the hands of any of that clafs of peo- 
ple, they are entreated to relieft for what fort of 
owners^ and what fort of a country, they are bra- 
ving the hardfiiips of a mai^iner's life. We hate . 
fecn how tranquilly Camillus gets over their enor- 
mous wrongs. Yet, when a Britifti creditor in the 
American funds was concerned, he could fpeak 
about them like a man who was in carneft. **No 
powers of language/' fays he, at my command. 
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can cxprcfs the abhorrence I feel at the idea of 
violating the property of individuals, which, in 
an authorized intercourfe, in time of peace, has 
" been confided to the faith of our government. — 
In my view, every moral, and every political 
(entiment^ unite to conllgn it tQ execration/'* 
Compare this glowing ftyle with the frigid accents 
in which he obferves^ that it was impoflible Co help 
the impreffment of Aincrican feamen. Tliey (hould 
be at leaft as near oui- hearts, as the mere pecuni- 
ary intereft of an EngliQi creditor in the American 
funds* This will be granted by every friend to 
the coXintry ; and, on this principle, every moral and 
political J'cntiment will confign to execration^ Jay 
and his treaty, wherein the lafety of our mariners 
has been totally neglefted. As for the twenty 
treaty-making fenators, they arc neither worfe nor 
better than the numerous bodies of our citizens, 
who thanked the Prefident for figning this monu- 
ment of American apathy — an- inftrument by which 
thoufands and ten thousands of leamen were co»- 
figncd to Britifh mercy. There is no defertion of 
fellow-countrymen fo thoroughly difgraceful in the 
annals of any independent people under heaven. 
A century of heroifm could hardly wipe out the 
ftain. Fifty-five American Ihips are captured by a 
fingle Britifti corfair,t more than a twelvemonth 
after a treaty of amity had been figned, and abow 
fix months after it had been fully ratified. With 
fuch intelligence ftaring in their faces, while every 
newfpaper, for eighteen months preceding, had 
bien fufFocated with fimilar information, the 
" FREEST and moft enlightened nation in the 
" world,*' compelled their reprefentativcs, for 
fear of a Britifh war I to appropriate for the treaty 



* Caraillag, No. 28.. + The Argonaat^ Sec above. 
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As Mr* Hamilton has betrayed fo much concern 
for Britifh creditors, it may be alked why he does 
not feel equal inter eft in the ft ate of Maryland ? 
Before the war that province had vefted confidcra- 
ble fums of money in the bank of England. Oil 
the 17th of December, 1795, ^ feleft committee re- 
ported to the legiflature of that ftate, that they 
" have no information as to the probability of their 
recovering theftocks in the bank of England, to 
which they claim a title." When Jay took fb 
much care for the ftfety of Britifli creditors in 
American fiinds, he might likewife have paid fomc 
attention to the intereft of Maryland in the Britilh 
funds. 

The tenth article of the treaty contains a plam 
commentary on this ftoppage of Maryland property. 
It fays that neither the debts due from individu- 
als of the one nation to individuals of the other, 
nor fhares nor monies which they may have in the 
public funds, orin the public or private banks, 
fliall ever, in any event of war or national differ- 
" cnce, befequeftered or confifcatcd, it being unjiijl 
^ and impolitic ^c. Why then didEngland (equef- 
tr?te, or with what pretence of decency does flic 
continue to keep the funds of Maryland ? When 
the Senate and Executive figned the treaty, they 
might furely have thought of this important 
bmiflion. But this article has even a worfe fault 
The words unjujl and impolitic contain a diredi libel 
on Mr. Dayton, and that party in the Houfc of.Re- 
prefentatives, who, in March, 1794, had propofcd 
to fequeftrate Britifli debts, as a fccurity for Ame- 
rican compenfation. The Senate and Prefident ra- 
tified this infult on the Reprefentatives, though, as^ 
being a folemn aft of government, it contained an 
attack on the American legiflature, a million of 
times more flagraqt tJxan the ti'anfitory fquib of 
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Barras, Yet the latter is to be made the handle 
for a French war, while the former, becaitje it came 
from Britabiy was pocketed in lilcnce. If an Englifh 
xninifter had lubicrlbed a treaty conveying fuch a di- 
reft reference to, and fuch an abrupt ccnfnre of any 
previous motion irt parliament, the parties aggriev- 
ed would have taken the matter up. But indeed 
no Englifh minider dared to have made fuch a di- 
grcHion. In difcufling the treaty, none of the Rc- 
prcfcntatives adverted to thistacit reproach. -The * 
pulle of national dignity fcems to beat liigher in 
England than in the United States. 

Camillus clamoMrs loudly about the iniquity of 
America in neglc^iing the payment of debts due 
to Britain, before the lafl war. What here folfows, 
on thct head, was related to the author, in January 
57965 by Mr. James Madifon. * \ 

Much noife has been made about the juftice of 
America, in neglecflingthe payment of debts due to^ i 
Britain before the lalt war. In Virginia, it was 1 
formerly ufual for the planters, in that country, to 
confign their cargoes of tobacco to a correfpondcnt 
in Britain, who was veiled ' with a difcretionai^ 
power of felling them as high as poflible. Itwswi 
often obferved, that when two planters had each of 
tlicm, at the fame time, fent cargoes of tobacco of 
equally good quality to England, the one received; 
perhaps twenty pounds the hogfhead, and his neigh-;, 
bour not more than four pounds. There was M .j 
regularity or eouality in the" prices, and this gav€ j 
rile to complaints and fufpiciohs. • ^ 

Sometime ago, a gentleman, in Virginia, brought 
a counter-aclion againft his Britifh creditor, in one 
of the courts of that ftate. His plea was, that the , 
creditor and conlignee had actually fold his tobac-. 
CO in Europe at a much higher price than he hadjlor 
icd in balancing their accounts. . The fails alledgc^ 
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^ cleai ly proved, and the jury gave a ver^ft 
laniages to the amount of thirty thoujand dollars. 



CHA-PTER V. 

Tul plan for a French War. — Specimen of French 
flice. — The Sea Horje. — The Mu/cjuito .-^He- 
arks on the BritiJJi treaty by Mr. Gallatin. — Re^ 
y by Mr. Tracy. — Hints on the I V^ejlerr^ injure 
'Ciion. — Cafe of the brig ,Maria^ captain fVih- 
ans. — The fchooner IVilliam^ captain Scott. — 
e/potic influence of the lories in American fea- 
rts. — Elegant ftyle in fome of their publications 
•*The Polly^ captain Wade. — The Edward /ind 
^illiam^ captain Jones. — The Ariel. — The brig 
ifl^ers .—Capture of the brig jfay^ by the French^ 
id barbarous treatment of the captain. — Afr.jA-y's 
^STRVCTIONS.— Extracts from tlvcm never be- 

>RE PUBLISHED. PrOofs of his DIRECT BREACH 

' ORDERS- — Anecdotes relative to the Britijh 
eaty. • ^ 

'HIS chapter begins with a few inftances of the 
maritime conduft of France and England, that 
irred about, or pr^/ious tP, the commencement 
le year 1796. They had been omitted for the 
of brevity. But while liiis work is printing 
Prcfident Adaitis, and a formidable phalanx in 
iifth Congrefs, are driving the federal chariot, 
ill fpeed, to th^ brink of a French war. One 
it pretence for this meafure is the republican 
)eries on our fhipping in the Weft-Indies- But 
can be proved that our commerce endured 
iter injury, in 1796, fx'om England, than it hath 
e done from France, and that the governmenr 
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of laft year took very finall concern about the out- 
rages of the former, while it has conftantly exag^ 
gerated thofe of the latter, the reader will gradu- 
ally be convinced of a confpiracy perpetually ex- 

ifting*'' to embroil this country with France, and 
to entangle her in an alliance with the guinea-note 
monarchy of Britaint. 

A letter from Port-au-Paix, dated the i8th of 
December, 1795, ^ merchant in Philadelphia, 
Has the following particulars, Anthoine Chaplin, 
captain of the Guillotine, a French privateer, bad 
lAaltreated captain M^Keever of the American fliip 
James. For that and a fimilar offence againft the 
Ihip Molleville, of St. Thomas, Chaplin was fined 
in two hundred dollars, and all damages that might 
accrue from the illegal capture of thefe veflcls. 
His privateer was confifcated ; and the pirate him- 1 
felf was condemned to fifteen months of imprifon- 
ment in irons, I this day faw him,'' fays the let- 
ter-writer, chained with a negro working in the 
*^ ftreet, in the fame kind of drefs in which he fin^ 

ced captain M'Keever to leave the privateer asd 

goon board an American veiTel. So much fcr 

our Laveaux's juftice/' 

Anthoine Chaplin was lefs culpable than Reynolds, 
and other Englifli kidnappers; His puniftimctt 
was immediate and complete j but we have ncvtr 

• Supra Chap. Ill 
-f Private letters from r>orth Britain giv^ curious details about the 
decline of paper money. Take a guinea-note to the butchert and 
you muft either lay out the whole with him, or go without yoor 
change. He parts with no filver. The only place where hard mo- 
ney has a chance to be had is at the ale houfe, where, after you fpcni 
half a crownr the landlord foroetimes gives twenty Ihillinjp in calli 
for your guinea-note. Thefe traits come exaflly to the point. They 
|?ortend the future peace of Europe. A gentleman who left Dublui 
on the 2d of March, fays, that Corke guinea-bank-notes were then 
»t eighteen ihillings hard money. Other bank paper had alfo fidko* 
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heard a fingle inftance of a Britifti offender mcctr 
ing w|th fuch a check. At the time tiere fpoke of, 
the American executive had figned Jay's treaty, to 
the extreme joy of England, and the utraoft provo-* 
cation of France. Yet the former continued to rob 
America, and the latter did not*. For what reafoni 
was Laveaux able to execute juftice, whilfe admiral 
Murray could only promife to uje his influence f 
Thus PichegTil might have promiftd to ufc his in- 
fluence with one of his own corporals. The faft 
feems to have been this. The Direftory flill valu- 
/ ed federal fricndfhip as fomething ; while Pitt held 
it as nothing. 

On the 4th of January, the Schooner Hiram, cap- 
tain Brooks, arrived at Hartford in Connefticut. 
He related, that the Sea Horfe, captain Smith, from 
Guadaloupe for Boflon, had -all her crew, excepting 
the mafter and firft mate, taken out by ah Englifh 
fliip. She was lent to Antigua, and releafed, but her 
crew were detained on board of the fhip that took 
them. 

A more complete account of the fufferings of 
. captain Smith and his people, was given by him- 
. felf, dated Baltimore, January 5th, 1796. On the* 

* The mod; folid argument then urged aigainft the French in the 
; Weft-Indies was, that they had taken jnany Annerican cargoes upon 
credit^ and either paid an inferior price^ or exaded a delay that be- 
came equivalent to no payment it all. But we have never been told 
* of their flogging American feamen, to nnake, them enter into the 
republican fervice. The convulfive ftate f the French Weft-Indics 
was well known. Anarchy, conflagration, md maflacre, ftrode fuc- 
ceflively from one ifland to another. If a merchant in Philadelphia, 
chofe to fend hi« cargo to fuch a market, he could exped^ no better 
reception, nor did he, in ^11 cafes, merit much fympathy. Thcfc 
fpeculators raifed the price of flour from fcven dollars per barrel, to 
fifteen, to the utter opprcflion of the labouring poor in this and other 
feaport towns. In Britain, neither the laws, nor even the people 
would have endured fuch foreflalling. 

X 
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I gth ot November, preceding, he was taken by the 
frigate Refoiirce, captain Watkins.- Five of his 
men, two of whom had the fever, were imprefled. 
A prize^m after and four men were put on board of 
the Sea-Horfe. They confined captain Smith for 
three days below, und^r the guard of two men 
with drawn cutlafles, and loaded piftols. While 
captain Smith was on board of the Refource, he 
was ill, treated by a midftiipman ; and told him that 
he would not be infulted by a boy. Captain Wat- 
kins faid, that, if he had heard the expreffion, he 
would have tied up and flogged Smith for, daring 
to infuit l^is majeftfs officer. To the feelings of 
an enlightened federalijl^ this language may be 
acceptable. Watkins ^offered him two hundred 
pounds, and a fliarefef the prize-money, to fay that 
the (hip was French property. At Antigua, the firft 
mate of the Sea Horfe died, and the prefi dent cau- 
fed his body to be thrown ihto the fea. He aifb lent 
a pilot and negroes on board to carry the veflel out \ 
to fea. Captain Smith offered to knock them down. 
The prefidentfent for him, and threatened to caufe 
the fort to fire into the veffel, if ftie did not go 
out to feat, dther with men or without them. On. 
Smith's refufal, the prefident faid that he would 
have him confined. What a Iplendid blaze of Bri- 
tifli honour and ho^itality ! And how fondly would 
Noah Webfter have chuckled over it, if the fcenc 
had only paft in a French port inftead of an Eng- 
lifli one ! Watkins had brought three other Ameri- 
can prizes into Antigua. He cut them out of a pcMt 
in Guadaloupe ; and, their regifters being in the of- 
fice on fliore, he boafted of them as a fure prey .They 
were, notwithftanding, difchar^d. How captain 
Smith got hands to work his veffel to Baltimore 
does not appear. Two leagues from Cape Henry, 
he was boai^ded by admiral Murray, who, as if the 
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poor man had not already fufFcrcd enough, took 
from him Wilkinfon Gilt, a nGiate whom he had 
fliipped at Antigua. Somebody called citizen 
Hughes, is fincerely thanked for fupplying him with 
part of a crew. But whether this was Viftor Hughes^ 
or where the help was given, we are left in the 
dark. 

On the 8th of January, 1796, thjp brig Experi- 
ence, captain Houfton, arriveid from Port-au-Prince 
at Philadelphia. He infornied, that three Britifli 
Ihips of war, at' the former place, prelFed every 
American who could not produce a proteftion.' 
They were chiefly manned with American feamen* 
A number of our veflels, lying at Port-au-Prince, 
were in a moft diftreffedfituation for want of hands. 
A letter from St. Kitts, dated 4th January, 1796, 
\ and received by a merchant of Philadelphia,, fays, 
I that the brig Fame, captain Medlin, of this port^ 
|: was about ta fail for it. The letter adds, that flic 
f had been plundered by a Frenclv privateer, but 
gives no parjticulars. 

On the 17th of January, the Mufquito, captain 
Harfhaw, ari-ived at Baltimore from Bourdeaux- 
On the voyage, he was met by the Huffar, a Britifh 
friga.te. His kejrs.,werc taken, his chefts broke up, 
and every thing ftolen that the Britiflr could lay 
their hands on. They alfo drank a cafe of his wine, 
and prelfed the Mufquito^is mate,- and one of the 
hands, who was an American. 

Thus far we have inftances of Britifli piracy, for- 
merly overlooked op omitted, as obfervcd in the 
beginning of this chapter. The reader muft have 
become- tired with this unifbrm and difgufting talc 
of our commercial degradation. As a relief to the 
melancholy pifture, let us turn, for a moment, to» 
the debates on the Britifli treaty. The enthufiafin 
of attachnxent which it infpired, forms one of the: 



1^6 HISTORY OF THE 

xnoft fingular phenomena in the hiftory of the hUT 
man nniind. Pvlany of its fanguine advocates wiere 
men unfulpefted of a finifter defign. 

On the t6ch of April, 1 796, Mr. Gallatin, in 
Ipeaking of the Britifti treaty, had thefe words : 

The faft wis uncontroverted, that the Britifh 
^' ftill continued to imprcfs our leamen and to cs^p* 
ture our yefTels. if they pretended to juftify 
that conduft by the treaty, it became neceffary 
" to obtain an explanation of the doubtful articles j 
if there was nothing in the treaty to juftify it, 
tiieir afts were afts of hpftility ; wer^ an infrac- 
".tion of that treaty ; and even, according to the 
doftrine of thofe gentlemen who thought that, 
in common cafes^ the hpulc had no difcretion, 
^* the treaty once broken by one party, was no lon- 
gcr binding on thp other ; and it was the right 
" as well as the duty of this houfe, hot to proceed 
to pafs the laws neceffary to carry itinto effcft, 
until fatisfaftory aflurances were obtained, that 
thefe afl:s Ihould ceafe, and until Great Britaii 
had evinced a friendly dilpofition towards us*.'^- 
It was impoffible to conceive a plainer, or a 
more fubftahtial argument, ^ Thefe few lines con^ 
tain juft enough to have convincec^ an audience rf 
acceflible underftahdings, of the propriety of fuf 
pending proceedings toward fulfilling the Britifli 
treaty, till an effeftual. check had been given to 
Britifti piracy. On the 27th of April, Mr. Tracy, 
rofe in anfwer to Mr, Gallatin. Two paflages lhall 
be here given from his Ipeech. The firft is as fol- 
lows ; 

w "It had been acknowledged, by Mr. Gallatin, 
^' that a new negociation, at prefent, cannot be ex- 
V pefted. Great Britain poflejflTes the pofts, the 

* Bache's Debates^ vol. ii. p, z66» 
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confidence of the Indians, the many millions of 
dollars defpqiled from our commerce, the bene- 
fits of our trade, and proceeds to make more in- 
vafions on our property and our rights, and yet 
* ' the gentleman jays -we will not go to war L What 
would bfe the American conduft underfuchaftatc 
of things ? Would they tamely fee their gov ern- 
mcntftrut, attempt to look big, call hard names; 
and the ^loment they were faced; like an over* 
" grown lubberly boy, ifhrinkinto a comer ? Is this, 
hea(kcd,the American charaiber ? He thought him- 
(elf acquainted with a part of the United States, 
too well, to believe they merited fuch a cha- 
rafter ; the people where he was moft acquain- 
ted, whatever might be the charafter in other 
" part^ of the union, v/cre not of the ftamp to 
cry Hofannah to day, and crucify to-morrow; 
they will not dance round a whifky pole one day, 
and curfc their government, and, upon hearing 
of a military force, fneak into afwamp. No, faid 
\^ Mr. Tracy, my inimediate conflituents, whom I 
V'. verywellknow, uivderftand their rights, and will 
defend them, and if they find that the govern- 
ment either cannot, or will not proteft them, 
they will at leaft attempt to proteft themfelves. 
And he could not feel thaiikful to Mr. Gallatin , 
, for coming allthe way from Geneva, to give Amc- 
ricans a charafter of pufillanimity*/' 
This rhapfody makes up with ill-nature what i# 
w^ts in meaning. From the firfl part of it, where 
the gentleman fpeaks of the injuries committed on 
this country by England, one would fuppofe, that 
he was going to recommend an immediate exertion 
of American vengeance. But, fo far from that, he 
^nly recommended that we fhould kifs the Britifh^ 



♦ Bachc's Debates, vol, ii* p. 295. 
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rod by inftantly appropriating for Jay's treaty. 
The bluftering found of his words^ and the abjeft 
proftration of bis ideas form a ftriking contraft. 
His comparifon between Connefticut and the weft- 
cm counties of Pennfylvania is a mafter-piece of 
vulgar calumny. That the people of the former 
ftate areas brave as any in the union has never been 
denied ; and the convention of Saratoga will, for . 
ages to come, be remembered and cite4 as a monu* 
ment of their courage. But this ouglit not to be 
converted into a handle for reproach, and much lefs 
for flander, againft: other ftates^ As to the weftern 
infurreftion, it is time that we ftiould begin to 
fpeak truth about it. The way in which that a^ 
fair was fupprefled didy in itfelf, ,difcredit the go- 
vernment of the country. The late king of Pru^ 
fia would not have thought all the military conduft 
difplayed about it, worth an enfign's commiffioo* 
Here are a few fpecimens of the federal army. 
*' OnThurfdaythe 1 3th ofNovember, there were 
about forty perfons brought to Parkifon's houfc^ 
by order of general White ; hedireAed to put the 
" damned rafcals in the cellar, to tie them back to 
back, to make a fire for the guard, but to put tht 
^' prifoners back to thp father end of the cellar, 
and to give them neither victuals nor drink. 
^ Tlie cellar was wet and muddy, and the night 
" cold ; the cellar extended the whtole length, un- 
der a log-houfe, which wa's neither floored, nor 
^' the openings between the logs daubed. They 
were kept there until Saturday morning, and then 
marched to the town of Wafhington. On the 
march, one of the prifoners, who was fubjeftto 
convulfions, fell into a fit : but when fbme of 
the troop told general White of his fituation, he 
ordered them to tie the damned rafcal to a horfc's 
tail,and drag liim along with them, for he had only 
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ftigned having the fits. Some of his fellow pri- 
foners, however, who had a horfe, dilinounted, 
and let the poor man ride; he had another fit 
before he reached Wafliington. This inarch was 
about twelve miles. The poor man, who had the 
fits, had been in the American fervice, during 
" almoftthe whole of the war with Great Britain*" 
General White has not denied this accufation^ 
nor profecuted the hiftorian who records it. Hence 
we miift admit the flatement to be true ; and New 
Jerfeymay congratulate herfelf on the acquifition 
or produftion of a fecond duke of Cumberland. 
jMr. Findley gives fome farther traits of this fede- 
ftal hero. ^' Stockdale was forbid, on the peril of 
^* of his life, to adminifter any comfort to his neigh- 
ff* hours, though they were periftiing with cold^ and 
famiftiing with hunger. The general treated the 
r* prifbners, as they arrived, with the moil infultiiyg 
[r** and abufive language, caufing them all to be tied 
back to back, except one man, who held a re- 
*• (peftable ranlu and who, however, was faid to be 
^mie of themoft guilty in his cuftody* One of the 
ncai-eft neighbours, who had a child at the point 
of dying, and obfcrving that they were bringing 
in the whole neighbourhood prifoners, without 
** regard to guilt or innocence, went and gave him- 
fclf up to general White, expeftingthat, as he was 
^ confcious there was no charge againfl him, he 
*• would be permitted to return to his family on gi- 
" Ving bail, but he alio was inhumanly thrown 
^* into "the cellar, tied with the reft, and re- 
** fufcdthe privilege of feeing his dying child; nor 
was he permitted to attend its funeral, until after 
many entreaties he obtained that liberty, accom- 
*• panied with the moft horrid oaths and imprc-. 
" cations/' Of the fmall honour acquired m 
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this expedition^ a great part falls to the fliarc of 
captain John Dunlap, of this city. " Captain 
" Dunlap and his party, while they behaved witli 
" the greateft.dexterity in taking the prifoners, trca^ 
ted them with as much politenefs and attention as 
" their fituation woiild admit of, and engaged their 
*• gratitude by accompanying unavoidable fcverity 
with humanity*.*' At Carlifle, apart of our ar- 
my, after a hearty dinner, were on the point of fet- 
ting fire to the town, and of charging each other 
with the bayonet. Mr. Tracy is left to judge 
whether fuch conduft was not as bad as that of 
daricinground a whi{ky pole; But when the member 
attempts to ftigmatizethe whole coriftitucnts of Mr. 
Gallatin, as rebels and poltroons, it is hard to find, i 
wiUiin the compafs of decency, a term fuitable to' 
his behaviour. ^ 

Mr. Tracy farthei* complained of Mr. Gallatu 
for having faid that the riegoeiation with Gvc^\ 
Britain was begun in fear^ carried on through' 
feary and the treaty made by the fame motive} 
" when it arrived in this country the Senate 13u»* 
tioncd it, and the Prefident placed his fignaturc 
to it from fear ; and now there was an attempt 
to obtain the fanftion of the Houfe of Reprcfii 
tatives from fear. All thefe expreflions, in an nt- 
" qualified maniier, the gentleman had applied to 
" this country, in its moft important tranfa^ioos, 
by its moft important charafters, and to crown 
all, we were to defeat the treaty, and fit down 
" quietly under injuries the moft irritating, andj 
not attempt a redrefs, or to do any thing Hkc 
going to war. Under impreflions made by fuch 
declarations, he had faid what he had, andbc 
now faid, he wiflied to look in the face of Mn, 



* Findlcy's Hiftory of the Infurrcdion, p, 20t. 
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Gallatin, or Mr. Heifter, or any other, who da- 
red fgy, the American cfaarader was that of cow- 
^' ardice. He would fay .again and again, it was 
madnefs, or worfe, to fuppofe we could defeat 
this treaty and avoid, a war/' 
What Mr. Qallatin fays about fear is perfeftly 
true. Mr. Tracy always takes it for granted, that 
America had no medium between the acceptance of 
Mr. Jay's treaty and a Btitilh war., An embargo for 
four months would have reduced the mother coun- 
try to our terms, without occafionVor the firing of 
a piftol. . 

Mr. Tracy next denies the reality of Britifti im- 
prqfTments- *• He tqok this opportunity to zfk for 
*' the proofs offuch tranjadions^ as impreffing our 
feamen, by the Britifh government. He decla* 
red he knew of none j and had nevpr heard one 
inftance of the Britifh government either avowing 
" the right, or pradifing upqn it, of imprefRnent of 
" an American into their fea fervice ; mapy inftan- 
.** ces had occurred of complaipts to the govern- 
ment, and all were immediately redrelfed ; and, 
although it was become very falhiouablc to 
calumniate the Britifli government, he was 
impelled, from his own belief and conviftion 
" on the fubjeft, to fay, that no fuch inftanqe 
had ever taken place or would ever, of the Bri- 
tiftx government, juftifying the impreifinent of 
natives of the United States, or one who was ati 
*• acknowledged citizen. Is it not unfair, faid Mr. 

Tracy, to attribute to the government unautho- 
*• rized mifconduft of individuals, far removed 
*• from the feat and controul of the government ? 

It was. equally unreafonable to fay, that we were 
" not protefted by the treaty, and fhould not be, 
".when the Britifli government had promifed to pay 
>* for all fgrpaer depredations made in that way up- 

Y 
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" on our commerce, was it not reafonablc to fup- 
•* pofe, they would prevent ot pay for any fuch depre- 
" dation now made ? And they certainly would pre- 
•* vent all fuch, which were not from the eonfufion 
" of war rendered inevitable." 

As for the proofs of impreflment, the gentleman 
is referred to the depofition of Cyprian Cook, emit- 
ted at Norwich in Connecticut. As for his never 
hearing of one inftance, where the Britifti govern- 
ment avowed the right of imprefling, or praftifed 
\ipon it, the inference muft be, that Mr. Tracy has 
ears of a particular conftruftion. . Whether Mr-* 
Pitt himfelf aflerted the right is of no cot>fequence. 
TheBritifh, in the Weft-Indies, upiverfally avowed 
and praftifed upon it. Mr. Tracy fays that all com- 
plaints to government were immediately redrefled. 
He fliould have told us what redrefs was obtained 
in the cafe related by captain Cook, He then mounts 
upon that favourite topic of the Britifli officers 
-a^ing without ordei-s. Compenjhtion clofes the cho- 
rus. We now proceed with the lift of Britifli pirar 
cies, leaving Mr, Tracy to deny their exifteocc, 
as long as he fliall think proper. 

A Philadelphia newfp^er, of the 8th of April, 
1796, informs, that the brig Maria Wilman, of Bal- 
timore, captain Oaks, was taken in Tortola by th^ 
Bull Dog floop, and there ibid at audlion. She was 
from Demarara, bound: to Baltimore, with a cargo 
of fugar and coffee. It farther fays, tliat, on Monday, 
the nth of April, 1796, the brig Charlotte, of Pro- 
vidence, arrived at Baltimore, in thirteen days froni 
Martinique. Captain Watts, of the fchooner Alex- 
andria, of Alexandria, came palTenger, along with a 
-number of other Americans. Their veffels had 
teen contrafted for, and they were Miged to leave 
them. This corroborates the account already given 
by captain Samuel Green. Infummer, 1793, Gidcw 
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on Henficld and John Singletary had been arrefteA 
lon board of the Citizen Genet, a French privateer,, 
lying in the Delaware, and Henfield was tried in. 
this city, foon after, for having enlifted in the French, 
fervice. In fpite of a buftLe* made by govern- 
ment, he was acquitted* In the eye of reafon, 
it ieems equally culpable to have fold privateers to 
Britain, yet no notice has been taken of that praftice.. 

A paragraph from Fredericfburg, dated April ift, 
1796, fays, that', laft week, arrived in the river, the. 
fchooner William, captain John Scott, from Bafla- 
terre, St. Kitts. He faid that on the 23d of Febru^ 
ary, between nine and ten o'clock in the evening, in 
Baflaterre road, he was. boarded by a boat with five 
men with cutlaffes* They belonged, to a Britifli 
armed floop lying there. They ordered William 
M'Coy, a native of Fredericfburg, into the boat;, 
but, being, prevented from taking him, they went 
back to the floop. Immediately after, they returned 
with their commander, one Williams, and an addi- 
tional number of men, armed with piftols and put- 
lafles. They took away from the fchooner, Joha 
Mansfield,. William M'Coy^ and two blacks. Next 
morning, captain Scott went on fhore, and proved 
thefe people to be citizens of the United States. He- 
could recover only the two blacks. Every Ameri- 
can at the port fhar^^d a fimilar fate. A Baltimore 
fchooner was ftript of all her hands, excepting the, 
mate aild a boy. 

A prafticehadfor fbmetime prevailed atNorfolk^, 
in Virginia, of fending horfes to the Britifh Weft- 
Indies to mount their cavalry. This, if not a breacll 
of neutrality,was atbeftaplain enough indication to 
France that we preferred the moft petty felf-intereft 
to any fuccefs on her fide. A Kingfton newfpa- 
paper, of the 23d of February, 1796, has thefol-. 
lowing article.. Captain Huntington rei)ortS3t,that^. 
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" when he left America, admiral Murray, with 
" hisfquadron, was lying in Hampton road, waiting 
" to convoy the horfes that were purchafed for the 
" dragoons in St. Domingo.^' Two articles, dated 
Philadelphia, x\pril 1 2th, fay, that three of thefe vet 
fels, with their freights of horfes, were taken by the 
French^ and fent into Cape Francois. This is the 
only capture by the French of American fliipping 
that has yet occurred in compiling the laft or the 
prefent chapter. 

The Federal Gazette of Balt?raore, of the 15th 
of April, 1796, contains a letter from Tortola. 
The writer mcntiqns the irregular proceedings of 
the Britifh court of admiralty in that ifland, refpec- 
ting American captures. The captains tof the fhips 
of war were permitted to detain the mafters andfu- 
perrargocs of the prizes as prifoners onboard of their 
veiTels, till they were deprived of opportunities for 
^ employing proper counfeL Enormbus cofts were 
granted, of which the bench received afhare. Some 
particular circumftances of injuftice arc mentioned 
in the cafe of the Maria Wilman, captain Oaks,who, 
in the fame newfpaper, is noticed as having, at this 
time, arrived fafe with his yeffcl at Baltimore. It is 
likely that he wrote this very letter ; but perhaps nei- 
ther he nor his owners durft avow it, for fear of of- 
fending the Br itifli party. In zn independent coun^ 
try, this dread mayfeem ftrange, yet nothingismore 
notorioufly true, than that fuch influence is extreme- 
ly aftive and formidable. Every mercantile man, 
and every newfprinter, who dares to fpeak, with 
energy, of tlie infolencc and rapine of the Qjieen 
Ifles, runs imminent hazard of perfecution. Th6 
Britifli tories, in our fcaport towns,, feconded by 
the American intereft, will fpare no toil or ex- 
pence to make him infblvent and infamous. Ge- 
neral defcription cannot convey a complete pifturc 
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of their proceedings. Their own pencil fitfniflies 
the beft portrait. Here follows an extraft from a 
federal electioneering hand-bill. An hundred years 
hence, it may be hoped, that Americans will turn 
over fuch butcafts of typography, with the fame 
contemptuous pity as an Englifliman of the prefent 
age looks back on the lallies of Settle and Tom 
Brownfe*. 

" To the Citizens ef New-Tor k. 

" Jacobin men and jacobin meafures are all hol- 
low and rotten. An inftruftive inftance has juft: 
occurred. The bank of Pennfylvania was eftab- 
lifhed in oppofition to the bank of the United 
States. A jacobin prefident, fecretary, and a ma- 
•* jority of jacobin direftors were appointed. The 
ifliie has difclofed a fcene of jacobin villainy. It 
turns out, that the prefident, fecretary, and tlic 
notable John Svi'anwick, have fr^udently, and by 
collufion, drawaout of the bank one hundred and 
**'fcventy thoufand dollars more thap they had a 
••right to. John Swanwick, the famous French 
American democrat, whom the good democrats 
" in Philadelphia have lately made a member of 
Cpngrefs, in oppofition to the prudent and honeft 
" part of the city, now appears in his true colour^ 
*^ an unprincipled fwindler.- Such is the authentic 
•« intelligence juft risceived from Philadelphia. And 
•* ytt a large body of citizens, many good but delu- 
" ded ones, are ftraining every nerve to place once 
* more in Congrefs the ariftocratic,. democratical^ 
" Jacobinical,. Edward tiivingfton. Paufe, fellow- 
citizens ; be alFured time will prove to his moft in- 
fatuated followers, that he is as rotten and hollow, 
as his compeers.'' 



* Sec Johnfon's life of Drvdtn* 
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Poftcrity, if this page chances to reach them^ 
will naturally aflc where lies the propriety of re- 
printing fuch rubbifh? The anfwer is, that fuck 
writings were, in December, 1796, propagated at 
New-York, with the approbation of a very nume- 
rous party. The deflgn was, to defeat the re-elec- 
tion of Mr. Livingfton as reprefentative in Con- 
grefs for that city ; an^ while any remembrance of 
this handbill fliall remain, its authors and its abet- 
tors muft be abhorred by every honeft man. 

Thie bank of Pennfylvania was not eftabliflied in 
oppofition tothebankof tlie United States. Thefield 
of competition was alike open to every perfon. It has 
never been faid that tlie Pennfylvania bank ufed an 
unfair means to rival or injure tlie bank of the Uni- 
ted States. The latter is here referred to, as if it 
were fomething facred ; and yet the holders of its 
ftock are alhamed or afraid of telling their names*. 
Mr. Swanwick did not, in the clofe of 1796, nor 
for a long time before it, owe the Pennfylvania bask 
a dollar. Here he is charged as. an unprincijki 
fivindlcr^ for having made fraudulent draughts out 
of it. 7'hofe who voted for his eleAion oppofed 
the honeJl\fzx\. of this city. But even if it had bcca 
all as true as it was falfe, this had nothing to do wiA 
the eleftion of Livingfton, anymore than the idle 
ftory of Mr. Gallatin^ fleeping under hedges, afford- 
ed a reafon for rejefting general Dearbournet. The 
fame tifluc of defamation, falfehood, and vulgai'ity^ 
runs through a very large proportion of the wii« 
tings of the federal party. So many different fam- 
pies are here given to convince people, at a diflance. 
from the fcene, that thefe are not partial fpecimeas.. 
One would think that the friends of (?r^<?r have im- 
ported a cargo of CofTacks or Hottentots to aft as. 



* Supra> chap, ii* 



+ Ibid. 



yi^ITED STATES. i6f 

1^ Uieir penmen. Their encomiums are, if poffible, 
more loathfopic tban their inveftive. To cenfurc 
Prefident Walhington is ranked, by the Columbian 
Centinel, with " ridiculing or blacks 

« guarding the Bible*.'' 

Recurring again to the cafe of the Baltimore brig, 
it may well be fuppofed, that captain Oaks; was 
afraid of provoking fuch a fwarm of fcorpions* 
For the fame obvious and weighty reafbn many nar- 
ratives of Britifti piracy have been fecreted, by the 

. fufferers, from the public prints. Of the fifty-five 
ihips taken by the Argonaut, perhaps no regular 
account of the capture of fix has appeared in any 

' newfpaper. 

The Maryland Journal, of the 2d of May, 1796!, 
gives the following account as from captain Wade 

. of the fchooner Polly, from Jamacia. He lays, that 
from the 20th of February to the ift of April, thir- 
teen American prizes had been fent into Kingf^on. 
Three of thefe were fchooners, belonging to Oliver, 
tod Thomfon, of Baltimore. Another was a oew 
copper-bottomed (hip from Baltimore to Calcutta. 

On the 3d of May, the fchooner Edward and 
William, captain Levin Jones, arrived at Baltimore^ 
in nineteen days from Port-au-Paix. In thepafTage, 
(he met with a brig from Port-au-Prince bound for 
New-London. The people told captain Jones, that 
five of them had been imprefled by a Britifti frigate. 
On the 28th of April, they were chafed by another, 
but night coming on they got out of her way. 

On the fame day, the Ariel, captain Fiftier, ar- 
rived at Baltimore from JacquemeL He had fpoke 
to the fchooner Elizabeth, of Philadelphia, trom Ja- 
maica. The captain gave him an account of tiven-^ 
ty-Jevsn American veflels carried into that ifland 
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for trial, and of tivo carried into the Mole, 

were to be fent to Jamaica. He adds, that aU vef« 

Icls to or from French iflands were feizcd. 

On the 17th of April, the brig Sifters, captain 
Brent, arrived in Hampton roads from Guemfey. 
She had, on the 12th of March, been boarded by 
the Thetis, a Bermudian corfair. Thefe piratei 
took out the m after and crew, rummaged the vcf- 
fel, broke up all the letters and papers, and, after 
tliree hours, permitted her to proceed. 

« BOSTON, April 16. 

« By nrrtval^ on Saturday^ of a veffel from Curracoa^ Wi 
** receivtd the following proteji of Hugh TVilfon^ mafier ^ 
' . an brig called the Joy^ belonging to Baltimore ; ViU . 
' • ■ J. . " \:dy fivorn before the notary royal and public 9/ St* 
*^ Biiriholomeiv^ declareth ;— 

■ •? That, having got his veffel captured and condemnci 
as hereafter will appear, and having had his log-book and 
all tht.' papers belonging to the vcflbl and to himfelf , 
**; tiiltei: from him, all to the fhipping articles and a fiml| 
** n {-i\a :4iiduni book of his private difburfcments, he is obli- I 
' -^y.i his declaration from memory, and to the bcftof 

* .= ' .t 'lcftion, viz. that, on the i©th of April laft, 1795, 
j*'hc failed in faid brig from St. Pierre, in the ifland of Mar- 
" tiuiqiie, bound to Aiitigua : that, on the I2th of faid months 
in tht' mii' iiing, he was boarded by the French armed fcho^ 
" " T f ,T!is-cl. (as near as he could recolleft) the AlheniennCi 
■"^ . '1 : ■.ij.ded by one Pafral from Guadaulope, under the lee 
"i" .vl.Ich ifland the brig then was, and in the evening was 
carried into, Baflatcrre road, in faid laft ifland. That the 
" fame deponent and all his crew were immediately put on bond 
a French floop of war, where they were detained about eight 
" or ten days, without knowing what was the intention of the 
*^ French to do with th^ faid brig, and without ever having been 
httard or examined. That the deponent and the fupercargo, Mn 
John Starck,wore fent on fliorc and conduced to the interpreter 
*' or linguifter, who told them the brig Jay and her remaining 
" cargo, confifting in corn and ftaves, had already been con- 
" d'jmiuid, and who furnilhed Mr, Starck with a copy of the 
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condemnation. That Mr. Starck was put at liberty; but 
" the deponent was^ the next day, thrown into Baflaterre goal, 
where he remained about ten days, after which he was drove 
^ out of thefaid goal and put in chains, on b >ard a fmall French 
^•fchooner bound to Point-a-Petre, the deponent lying all the 
paflage (about fixty hours), with eight prifonefs more chained 
to the fame bar, in the hold of faid fohooner, upon the ftone bal- 
** laft, with a very fcanty and indifferent food. That, naviag 
^ arrived infuch a fituation at Point-a-Pctre,the deponent was 
" immediately put on board one of the pi ifonfliips in the harbour, 
where he was detained for near eight months, that is to fay, 
" until the ift inftant, (January 1796) when captain Whee- 
ler, of the brig Peggy, of New- x ork, having obtained per- 
mifSon to pick out American failors^> that might be found on 
board of the different prifon fliips^ came along fide the fhip, 
where the deponent was detained. That having made his 
cafe known to him, he the faid captain Wheeler took the de- 
ponent*along with him, and put him on board the faid brig 
" Peggy. That on the i ith inft. or thereabout, the depon- 
** ent went in faid brig from Point-a-Petre, and arrived in this 
harbour of Guftavia yefterday, the J 3th inft* without yet 
knowing what has become of his velfel, the brig Jay, net 
cargo, or any thing belonging to her, and without cver.hav- 
** ing been heard, cither in behalf of faidiproperty or of himfel^ 
" during all the time of near nine months, he was detained in 
^ Guadaloupe, plundered of every thing belonging to him, an4 
not left a fecond fhirt to put on ; that, during his detention in 
•* Point-a-Petre, captain Lyle of Baltimore^ as he paffed by 
^ the faid prifonfliip, having feen and recollefted the deponent, 
^ had applied t^ the commiflaire de guerre in his behalf, but in 
vain, as faid captain Lyle afterwards told the deponent. 
[Here follows the proteft of the judge and notary public, 
•* declaring the capture and condemnation to be contrary to the 
" law of nations, and of humanity ; die whole is dated at Guf* 
« tavia, (St. Bartholomew) the 14th January, 1796.]" 

The infertion of the preceding article, ought to 
vindicate this work from the fufpicion of a defirc 
to conceal or palliate the injuries committed againft 
American commerce by the French republic. No- 
thing of that nature has been intentionally over- 
looked J for the only objeft of the author is the 
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difcovery and publication of truth, without the 
fmalleft concern what nation, or what individual 
may chance to appear in an unfavourable light* 
From this inftance of French piracy, we return to 
Britifli depredations. 

A paragraph, dated Norfolk, April t6th, 179^, 
mentions the arrival of the fchooner Eleanor, cap- 
tain Jackfon. He gave an account of the Huflar, 
a Britifh frigate, having captured the ftiip Alexan- 
der of Yorktown, captain Orr, from Lifbon to Nor- 
folk. The crew were taken on bpard of the Hut 
far, and the fhip herfelf was fent to Halifax. The 
Maryland Journal, of the 2d of May, gives ac- 
count of the fchooner Betfey of Bofton, captain 
Philips. She was taken by the Britifh, but re-cap- 
tured by the crew, who delivered up the Britifli as 
prifoners to the French, at Jacquemel. The fame 
Bewfpaper tells of the feizure of the ftiip Alejcander, 
of Baltimore, by the Britifh. She was bound from 
Demarara for Baltimore. The captors- feiit her in- 
to Grenada, where the cargo was libelled. • Here 
is alfo a ftatement from captain Wade of the fchoo- 
ner Polly, of thirteen fail of Americans which 
had been fent into Kingflon, Jamaica, between the 
20th of February, and the ifl of April, 1796. 
One of thefe vcfTels was bound from Baltimore to 
Calcutta. 

It feems amazing that, in the face of fuchinjuries, 
any member of Congrefs could recommend appro- 
priations • for the Britifh treaty. Public curiofity 
has been excited by the concealment of Mr. Jay's 
inflruftions. Accefs has been obtained to this paper,, 
and leave has been given to make an abftraft of 
every material part of it. This, though not.in fonn, 
yet in fubftartce, will anfwer the end in view. • 

Some notice has already been taken of the fingu- 
lar conduA of the executive in refufing to treat 
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^vlth Genet becaufe the Senate were not then fit- 4 
ting, and thereafter, while ^they adually were in 
leflion, of his refolving to enter into aBritifh nego- 
' ciation, and nominating Mr. Jay as envoy, with- 
out giving the Senati| previous intimation of fucli 
adelign. Th^ meflage does not afk either advice 
or confen!:, but abmptly declares that he has thought 
proper. This is not the conftitutional ftyle of alk- 
ing advice, or confcnt. The departure from the 
fpirit of the conftitution is obvious. 

The meflTage was received by the Senate on the 
16th of April, 1794- ^7th , amotion was. 

made in the following words: that previous to 
going into the confideration of the nomination of 
**'a fpecial envoy to the court of Great Britain, the 
Prefident of the United States be requfted to in- 
form the Senate of the whole bujinejs with which 
the propofed envoy is to be charged J* This mo- 
tion was negatived. Thus the advice and conjent of 
the Senate, as required by the conftitution, were 
overlooked. Without coniultingthem, theff|tfRjl%|j^ ' 
refolved to enter into anegociation, and na aiL^d l Ki c^n- 
voy. When he fent down the meiTage to the Senate 
as to his having done fo, he did not let them know 
what the negociation was to be about. If the words 
advide and confent mean any thing, it mufl lurely be 
that the Senate are to be previoully acquainted witb 
and confulted upon the bufinefsthat an ambaflador 
is going to undertake. There can be no other ra- 
tional explanation of the phrafe. The Senate could 
not pretend to give their advice about the expe- • 
diencyof commencing a treaty, when they did not 
know the terms on whioh it was to begin. Yet 
*fuchis thelpiritin a majority of that body that 
they refufed, as appears above, to requeft a conv- 
munication from the Prefident upon this points 
They had a title to have demanded fnch zn eccldLir" 
ciftracnt* In private life, it would be mockery to 
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afk a man to confent to any bufinefs, without firft 
telling him the fcope of it. Without fuch know- 
ledge it is impoflible that he can give any thing dc- 
ferving the name either of advice or confent. 

On the 19th of April a motion was made in the 
Scn.itc of which the following is part, That to. 
" permit judges of the Supreme Court . to hold, at 
tlie fame time, any other office or employment 

emanating from, and holden at the pJeafure of 

the Executive, is contraiy to the fpirit of the cun^ 
^ ftitution, and, as tending to expofq them to the 
" influence of the Executive, is niijchievous and /w- 
" politic.'* This motion palfed in the negative^ 
ten tofeventeen. On the 27th of November, 1794^ 
Dr. William Smith objected in Congrefi to the dc- 
anocratic fociety of this city, the holding of fuch 
a do(ftrine. But its being fupported by £0 large a 
part of the Senate ought ^t leaft to.have foftqncd the 
fcverity of his cenfurCii 

We now come to the inftruftions of our envoy. 
Of thefe an entire copy cannot, as above ftated, be 
obtained j butpermiflion has been procured to make 
a copious abftrrwrt. They fet out with direding 
Mr. Jay to obtain redrefs for the piracies committed 
on our commerce by authority of inftr unions from 
the king and council, H^ is n^xt enjoined to. draw 
to a conclufion all points of difference concerning 
the peace of 1783. The Executive then expreflTes 
a wiHi, that the debts^ the interejl claimed upoi^ 
" theyn^ and all things relating to them^ be put ouU 

right in a diplomatic dijcuffion^ as beitig certainly of 
" a judicial nature to be decided by our courts.** If 
this point could not be obtained, he was to fupr 
port the doftrines, of government, " with argur 
" ments proper for the pccafion, and with that atr 

tcntion to his former public opinions, which felt 
<^ rcfpccl will juftify/'' This phrafe, as. to former 
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public opinions, does not fecm very happy. Mr;. 
^Jay, as a judge, had declared, from the bench that 
the Englifh were juftified in detaining the weftera 
ports, on account of the debts due to Britain. 
Hence, attention to his fonncr opinions, would 
lead him to vindicate the latter, at the expcnce of 
America. 

The inflruftions proceed to fay, that, the Bri- 
tiflr government, having denied their abetting the 
"* Indians, wcmuft, of courfe^ acquit them. But we 
** have fatisfaftory proofs, fome of which, howe- 
•* vcr, cannot, as you will difcover, be well ufed 
" in public, that Britifh agents are guUty of ftir- 
** ring up, and aflifting, with arms, ammunition, 
" and warlike implemejits, the different tribes of 
Indians againfl: us. 

*' It is incumbent upon that government to re- 
** flrain thefe agents, as a forbearance to reflrain 
'* them, cannot be interpreted otherwife than as a 

dcterminatioh to countenance them.*' Mr. Jay 
was farther direfted to infifl, that the Indian* 

.dwelling in the territories of one, ftiall not be in- 

terfered with by the other/' He was likewife en- 
joined, " to explain the pacific wiftics of America, 
" in cafe that he (hould find the court of London 
" equally difpofed for amity." Mr. Jay was, be- 
fides, inftrufted to mention the dangerous cffcA that 
might be produced upon the minds of the citizens 
of America, by the continuation of outrages in the 
Weft-Indies, while, at the fame time, our courts 
gave entire authority to claims for Britilh debts. 
Mr. Jay was, in particular, enjoinefl to confidcr '^tAff 

mexecution and infradion of the treaty^ as /landing 
" on diflinCl grounds from the vexations and fpolia^' 
" tions; foihat no adjufiment of the former^ is to be 
** influenced by the latter J* Mr. Jay was, in the next 
place, inftrudted, if he Ihbuld be able ta obtain 
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tisfa^lion, as to the trefpafles on the treaty of ijSj, 
and as to the Weft-Indian piracies, to found the 
Britifh miniftry on the fubjeft of a c6mmercial 
treaty. If he found this fubje*5t eligible, he wasef* 
pecially direfted to infift upon the following points. 
1. Reciprocity in navigation, and particularly 

to the Weft-Indies, and even to the Eaft-Indies. 

" The admifllon of wheat, fifh; falt-meat, and 
•* other great ftaples, upon the fame footing with 
" the admiffion of the great Britilh ftaples in Amc* 
** rican ports. 

" 3. Free ships to make free goods. 

** 4* Proper fecurity for the fafety of neutral 
•* commerce in other refpefts ; and particularly, by . 
•* declaring provifions never to be contraband, cx- 

cept in the ftrongeft poflible cafe ; as the block- 
" ade of a port ; or, if attainable, by abolifhing | 
*• contraband altogether. By defining a blockade, , 
" if contraband, muft continue, in fome degree, as 
•* it is defined in the armed neutrality. By reftric- 
" ting the opportunities of vexation, invifiting vrf 
" fcls, and bringing under ftrifter managemciil 
" privateers, and expediting recoveries againA 
** them for mifconduft. 

" 5. Exemption of emigrants, particularly ra*- 

nufaflurers, from reftraint*. 

*• 6. Free export of arms and military ftores. 
7. The exclufion of the term " the moft favour' 
" cd nation,'' as being produftive of embarraflment. 

" 8. The convoy of merchant fliips, by the pub^ 

lie fliips of war, where it ftiall be neceffary, and 

they be holding the fame courft. 

" 9. It is anxioufly to be defired, that the fifhihg 

grounds now engrofled by the Britifli, (hould be 

opened to the citizens of the United States. 

* Every body knows how admirably this point has been attended tD» 
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10/ The intercourfc with England makes it nc-» 
^ ceflary that the difability arifmg from alienage, 

in cafes of inheritance fhould be put on a liberal 
V footings or rather aboliflied. 

•* 1 1 . You may difcufs the fale of prizes in our 

ports, while we are neutral j and this, perhaps^ 
" may be added to the confidei^ations which wc 
'* have to give, befides thofe of reciprocity. 

"12. Proper ftielter, defence, andfuccour,againft 

pirates, ftiipwreck, &c. 

" 13. Full fecur^ty for the retiring of the citizens 
•* of the United Stktes from the Britifh dominions 
in cafe a war fliould break out. 
"14. No privateering commiflions to be taken 
out by the fubjefts of the one, or the citizens of 
the other party, againft each other*. 

15. Confuls to be admitted in Europe, the Weft 
andEaft-Indies. 

'* 16. In cafe of 'an Indian war, none but the ufu- 
•* al fuppliesin peace (hall be fiimiflied. 

** 17. In peace, no troops to be kept within a li- 

mited diftance from the lakes. 

"18. No ftipulation whatever is to interfere with 
* our obligations to France. 

" 19. A treaty is not to be continued beyond fit 

teen years." 

The above enumeration prefented, in a general 
point of view, the objefts which our Executive con- 
sidered as defirable to be comprehended in a com- 
mercial treaty. But Mr. Jay was efpecially caution- ^ 
ed not to expert that a treaty could be pofitively ef- 
fcfted with fo great a variety of advantages in fa- 
• * 

* It is hard to guefs what our Executive could mean by this in- 
jund^ion. In cafe .of a rupture between this country and Eoglandy 
the chief way in which we can affeft her intereft, niuft be by attack- 
ing her commerce. Hence a ftipulation for reftrid^ing our own «£. 
forta in that quarter^ has not aa extreme appearance of perfpictutjw 
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vbur of America. Here it is difficult to fbpprefS 
the feelings of furprife, at fo very injudicious a 
choice of the time for making a commercipl treaty 
with Britain, Something has been faid upon that 
fubjeft already, and to which the reader is referred. 
The fixth chapter of an aft of Parliament, pall * 
in the 28th year of the reign of George the third, 
mentions certain articles which may be carried 
from the United States to the Briti(h WeftJndics, 
in BrttiJIi bottoms ; and certain others which may 
be conveyed from the Britifli Weft-Indies to the 
United States in Britifh bottoms. Mr. Jay was en- 
joined, if prafticable, to obtain the fame privilege, 
in both CTi^^s^ for American bottoms. Butfuchtrea^ 
ty, inftead of the ufual claufc of ratification, was i 
to contain the following, This treaty (hall be ob- 
ligatory and conclufive, when the fame fhall be, 
ratified by his Britannic majefty of the bncpart, 
and by the Prefident of the United States, by 
and with the advice and confent of the Senate, of. 
" the other." ' 

But if a treaty of commerce could not be form- 
ed upon a bafis as advantageous as that above fla* 
ted, Mr. Jay was prohibited from concluding or 
figning any Juch; " it being conceived that it would \ 
not be expedient to do any thing more thantb \ 
" digeft with the Britifli miniftry, the articles rf j 
fuch a treaty, as they appeared willing to accek \ 
to, referring them here for conjideration and.fv^ j 
ther injiruhmi^ previous to a formal conclufion.*^ 
From this part of Mr. Jay's inftruftions, theplaia^ 
inference feems to be, that he was not at liberty to 
fign any treaty at all, till it had been previouflyrfr; 
anitted to this cpuntry for exaihination. Indeed iti 
was plainly enough admitted, in the Houfe of Rck' 
prefentatives, that oui' envoy had exceeded hil ■ 
powers* 
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After this injundlion, the inftruftions to Mr* 
Jay proceed immediately in the following words. 

Some of the other points which it would be in- 
" terefting to comprehend in a treaty, may not be 
attended with difficulty. Among thefe, is the 
" adniiflion of our commodities and manufaftures 
*' generally, in the Britifli European dominions, 
upon a footing equally good with thofe of other 
foreign countries* At prefent, certain enumera* 
ted articles only are admitted^ and though the 
'* enumeration embraces all the articles which it 
is of prefent confequence to us to be able to export 
^* to thofe dominions, yet, in procefs of time, an ex- 
tenfionofthe objefts may become of momcnt.Thc 
fixing of the privileges* which we now enjoy, in the 
*• Britiflh Eaft Indies, by toleration of the company's 
government, if any arrangement can be madewith 
the confcnt of the company for that purpofe, 
*• would alfo be a valuable ingredient.'* 

As Denmark and Sweden were upon very indif- 
ferent terms with the Britifli miniftry, and as Ruffia^ 
the nominal ally of England, had, in the American 
■war, appeared at the head of the famous armed neu- 
trality, it was to beexpefted, that fome co-operation 
from that quarter would greatly tend to enforce the 
luccefs of Mr. Jay^s errand. Accordingly,,jrome ideas 
x>n'fhis fubje'ftfeem to have occurred to our American 
cabinet. But the timid and indecifive ftyle in which 
4:he inftruftions, as to that point, are couched, fhews . 
how little could be refted upon them . Our envoy was 
cautioned as to entering into fuch a negociation, if 
•there was a danger of its being difcovered by the 
jBritifh court. Now this notion of our Executive 
runs exprefsly counter to the common experience 
of mankind. For, the very dread of Jay maturing 
fuch a treaty, would have ^een the mofl likely way 
to bring Grenville to favourable terms. Nothing 

A a 
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was to be depended upon from that quarter, but 
through the operation of intereft or fear ; and the 
fhorteft way to make this impreflion, was, by affec- 
ting a correipondence with the Danitli and Swedifh 
minillers, even though America had previoufly de- 
termined to decline fuch a conjunction. The for- 
mer armed neutrality had ftruck England with un- 
nfual alarm, and the very dread of a fecond com- 
bination of that fort would have chilled the warmeft 
drop of blood in the veins of theEnglifti nation. In 
private life, when you want to cheapen a piece of 
goods, the firft argument is, that you can go to the 
next ftore. But Jay was exprefsly directed to con- 
ceal any defign of fuch a nature. To give our Exe- 
cutive full juilice, the whole paffage, as it imme- 
diately follows the lafl: quotation, is here inferted 
verbatim. ' 

" You will have no difficulty in gaining accefsto 
" the miniftcrs of RufTia, Denmark, and Sweden, ^ 
" at the court of London. The principles of the ..j 
" armed neutrality would abundantly cover our 
" neutral rights. If, therefore, the fituation of 
" things withrefpcftto Great Britain ftioulddiftatc 
'* the neceffityof taking the precaution of foreigner- i 
" operation on this head ; if noprofped of accommodB^ 
** Hon fhould be thwarted by the 4a7iger of fuch a me^- 

fure being knoivn to the Britifh court; and if an en- 
** tire view of all our political relations, (hall, in your \ 
*' judgment, permit the ftep ; you will found thofC 

minifters upon the probability of an alliance with 
" their nations to fupport thofe principles. Howe- 
*• ver, there can be no rifle in examining what can 

be concerted with Denmark and Sweden, or any 
" other power, againft the Algerines. It may be rc- ' 
** prefcnted to the Britifli miniftry, how produftivc \ 
" of perfedt conciliation it might be to the people of 

the United States, if Great Britain would ufe her - 
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" influence with the Dey of Algiers for the libera- 
•* tionof the American citizens in captivity, and for 
a peace upon reafbnable terms. It has been com-- 
" 7nuntcated from abroad^ to be the fixed policy of 
" Great Britain to check our trade in grain to the 
" Mediterranean. This is too doubtful to be alfu- 
** med, but fit for enquiry.** 

As to the reftriftion in correfponding with the 
miniftcrs of Sweden and Denmark, with regard to' 
an armed neutrality, the reader can compare the 
text with the commentary, and decide whether a 
xninifter like Jay, who had juftified the Britifli in 
detaining the weftern ports, was likely to negoci- 
ate with the northern powers, under fuch equivocal 
and tremulous injundlions. 

Another part of the above paragraph, refers to 
getting the BritiQi minillry to obtain the liberation 
of American priloners in Algiers. Our minifter 
was to tell* how productive this ftep would be of 
perfect conciliation. If the Britifli had defired the 
latter, American failors would never have been 
carried as flaves into Barbary* It was publicly un- 
derftood in both countries, that the court of London, 
by patching up the Portugucfe truce, were the real 
authors of the x\lgerine piracies. Nojlro quoque 
Jeculo mon/lrnm. To fucji atrocious, fuch abandon- 
ed political bloodhounds, whofe guilt rivals the 
darkefl: precedent in the records of perdition, the 
application of this trimming, fawning fl:yle, was per- 
feftly ufelefs. It was like telling a highwayman 
. how greatly you would thank him for returning your 
purfe. Jay, if in earneft:, ought to have aflumed a 
different tone. You are not only,'* he might have 
iaid,'' corfairs in perfbn, but corfairs by proxy. You 
•* have not only accumulated upon our commerce 
«♦ every wrong that Britifli bucannecTswere capable 
^ of iafli^lingjbut. wkh ameannefs and bafenefi wbicU 
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*• no language can defcribe, you have fummoned tp 

your aid the dregs of the human race. Till you 
" make reparation, common fenfe loudly exclaims 
" that no treaty between us can repay the trouble 
" of lubfcription/' 

The laft lentence of the above extraft from Jay's 
inftruftions, fpcaks of Ibmething as a fecret, which 
was in reality known to the whole world. England 
adhered to thepolicy of checking, not merely AmC" 
rican trade ingrain to the Mediterranean^ but 'Ame- 
rican trade in every commodity to every quarter of 
the world. Lord Sheffield had even wrote a book^ 
extremely popular in England, wherein he recom- 
mended that proteftion from ''the powers of Bar- 
*' bary'* Ihould not be granted by England to Ame- 
rican commerce, This was, in other words, recom-? 
mending that thefe robbers fhould be turned loofe 
upon us, at the firft opportunity. When Jay went 
to England, Lord Sheffield, the apoftle of this pro- 
jeft, was high in the confidence of Mr. Pitt, fo that 
the conduft of the latter was n^erely an illuftration 
of the principles of the former. Yet our Executive, 
Ipeaks, in the inftruftions, as if this news had been 
conveyed by fomc fecret channel, though the doc* 
trine and praftice of the Britiffi miniiftry were 
alike notorious. Nay, Mr. Tench Coxe had wrote-; 
an anfwer to Sheffield, and in particular to this Afc 
gerine plan, feveral years before Mr. Jay went to ^ 
England. Thus our Executive might have, foun* 
full evidence as to the' fixed policy of Britain 
the ftore of ev^ry bookfeller In Philadelphia. 
The next part of the inftrudions is in thefe words< 

" Such are the outlines of the condud which the 

Prefident wifhcs you to purfue. He is awaffe that ' 
" at this diftance, and during the prefent inftabi-. 
••lity of public events, he cannot undertake to prei* 

fcribc rules which lhall bekrcvocable j you will, 
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therefore, confider the ideas herein expreffed, as 
2.mountingto recommendations only ^which^ in your 
difcretion you may modify, as feems moll benefi- 
cial to the United States, except in the following 
cafes, which are immutable. 
•* I, That, as the Britifh miniftry will doubtlefi 
" he folicitous to detach us from France, and may, 
: *• probably, make fome overtures of this kind ; you 

■ •* will inform them that the government of the Uni- 
** ted States will not derogate from our treaties and 
** engagemqnts with France, and that experience 
" has (hewn that we can be honefi in our duties to 
" the Britifh nation, without laying ourfelves under 

■ f " any particular reftraints as to other nations ; and, 

" 2. That po treaty of commerce be concluded, 
♦* contrary to ihe foregoing prohibitio7i.^^ 

This extraft concludes the inftruftions. A ftiort 
analyfis will evince that they are not remarka- 
ble for perfpicuity. We fhall begin at their outfet, 
and attempt a fliort fketch of their merits. 

Thefirft objed: ftated in the inftruftions is, to obk 
tain redrefs for the piracies, or, as the . paper 
terms it, for the vexations and jpoliations com- 

mitted on our commerce/' The moft atroci- 
ous of thefe vexations was the imprelFment of 
American feamen ; yet, in the whole text of the in- 
ftruftions, of which about five-fixths have been ex- 
a<fyy cited, nothing diftinft or decifive is faid on 
* that point. We have inferted above, an entire 
copy of the whole nineteen articles upon which Mr, 
Jay was authorifed to found a commercial treaty, 
Jn thefe, nothing levels at the praftice of imprclF- 
' ment, unlefs it can be implicated under the general 
phrafe, as to the fafety of neutral commerce," 
^nd " rejlriding the opportunities of vexations in 

vifiting veffels/' Reftriftion is one thing, and 
jirqlubition i? another ; fo that ^ven if imprelfmeDt 
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had been really implied, the language was too vague 
and equivocal for the objeft. The treaty, as it now 
ftands, contains not one fingle word about the pro- 
teftion of American leamen. After Grenville and 
Jay had almoft finifted the articles of this paper, 
Jay lent a note to the British minifter, containing 
eighteen corrections, or additions, that had occur- 
red to him. Only one of them, viz. the fixteenth, 
defer ves publication here. It is in thefe words. 

An article ought to be added, to prevent the 
" iniprefTment of each other's people.'' 

To this claufe, the anfwcr was thus. 

" Lord Grenville can fee no reafon whatever, 

why fuch an article (hould not be added." No 
farther notice was taken by Mr. Jay of the buGnefs* 
As to the authenticityof this fingular correfpondence, 
it has been firll had from a member of the Houfc 
of IVeprefentatives of laft ^ongrefs, who read it 
when lying on the table of the Senate, and the 
lubflanceof it was publi(lied,laft fall, in Britifh Ho- 
fiour and Humanity. It was fince repeated to. the 
author by j^mcmbcr of the Senate. As for the merit 
, of our envoy, in this cafe, a thonfand volumes of 
diplomatic hiftory would not furnifh fuch another 
initanccof negligence in the duty of office. ' 

The inflrudlions next obferve, that the debts duct 
to England are to be put outright^ in a diplomt- 
^' tic difcuflion, as being certainly of a judicial xd^ 

tureto be decided by our courts .^^ Inftead of this 
Mr. Jay ere<fted an arbitrary board of five commit 
fioners. Thus American debtors were, with one 
dafli of his pen, deprived of the right of a trial by 
jury. The Prelident and Senate ratified this breach, 
of jaftice and of law. 

* Tn paDing, or,e cannot fail to admire the clafTtcal (lyfe of oat 
Cabinet, 
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The inftriiftions likewifefay, that the Critilh 
government^ having denied the abetting of the 
Indians, weinuji^ ofcourje^ acquit them.'* On the 
fame principle, an American debtor, denying his 
debt before the five commiffioners, they vnip^ of 
courfe^ acquit him. 

Mr. Jay was alfo to confider, the inexccution 
and infraftion of the treaty, as ftanding on 
dillinft grounds from the vexations and (po- 
nations ; lb that no adjuftment of the former, 
isi to be influenced by the latter.*' The ge- 
neral face of the treaty plainly fets oft' the 
debts due to. Britain, againfl: the detention of 
* the vi^eftern pofts, and the piracies in the Weft- 
Indies. The public have been fufficiently tired 
with Tiarping upon Jay^s treaty ; but the bufinefs of 
compenfation ftands at prefcnt as follows. Provi- 
ding that American merchants recover their dama- 
ges in a Britifh court of admiralty, they are not to 
receive immediate payment. The Britifh claims 
on American debtors are to be held up as acoitnter- 
-poife ; and, when the balance ftiall be ftruck be- 
:tween the two clafles of claims, the Britifli expeA 
and fay, that feveral millions of dollars will be 
found in their favour. This extraordinary mode 
of compenfation for piracy, was related by aperfon 
high in office in the Britifli fervice, to a Senator of 
the prefent Congrefs, from whom the account is 
here given. 

We now come to the qucftion, whether Mr. ^ay 
broke his infiruCiions f A few literal citations from 
them will decide this point. On p. 176^ there has 
already been quoted a paragraph beginning thus : 
, ^' but if a treaty of commerce cannot be formed up- 
" on a bafis as advantageous as this, you are not 

TO CONCLUDE OR SIGN ANY SUCH, it being COU- 

ceived/' &c. The whole paragraph isfomewhat 
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confufed, but it clearly enjoins a prohibition upon 
Mr, Jay of ligning any treaty^ unlefs he could ob- 
tain an agreement to the whole of his own terms, 
which the Executive, as above, fays, could not be 
expected. Thus we have one. ftep. 

A fublequent paflage already quoted, has thefe 
words: you will therefore confider the ideas 
*' herein exprefled, as amounting to recominen- 
" datioiis only^ which in your difcretion you 

may modify, as feems moft beneficial to thcUni- 
" ted States, except in the two following cafes, 

which arc immutable/^ 

The two cafes are above infertcd. One of them 
is, " that no treaty of commerce be concluded or' 

figncd, contrary to the foregoing prohibition." 
Tlicfe are the clofing words of the inftruftions ; 
and hence they muft be regarded as explanatory 
of what goes before them. The preceding prohi- 
bition can only allude to that paffage where IVIr. 
Jay is forbidden from figning a treaty, unlefs he ob- 
tained every thing on his own conditions. . The 
.intermediate reference to his dijcretion is inftant- 
ly checked by the proliibition of figning. The cs£ 
may then be reduced to three points. 

1. Mr. Jay was prohibited from figning a treaty 
unlefs on certain terms ^ that w^ere not within tk 
compafs of expe(n:ation. 

2. Mr. Jay figned a treaty. 

3. So far from obtaining the terms required, hc 
agreed to a treaty almoft entirely the reverie of 
them. For in fiance, Free' f] dps to make free gooit 
is inverted. The fecurity of emigrant manufa€- : 
turers is unnoticed. No admiflion is obtained to j 
Britiih fifliing grounds. In the cafe of an Indisiiei* 
xvar, we have no reftriftion of military fupplies 
from Britain to the favages. The freeex?port of 
arms and military ftores is forbidden, in time of 



tJNIT£D.''stAtfeS; i^f 
war, for th^ eighteenth article of the treaty declares 
them contraband; Thus, out of the eighteen in- 
jundions abovd quoted, the third, fifth j fixth, iiinth, 
and fixtecnth, are either neglefted or contradifted ; 
and other infraftions, of an inferior nature, may 
readily be found* But, paffingby fuch trite mate- 
rials, we proceed at once to the two capital points 
of Jccurity to Jlmerican commerce and of avoiding all 
cauje of offence to France i As to the firft, the Bri- 
tifh continue at this day (Julie 19th, 1797,) to plun-* 
der, though two years and feven months have paft 
over fince Mr- Jay figned his treaty. With regard 
to the fecond, the French were, from the firft, 
highly and reafonably exafperated at the conditions 
of the treaty, and a war with that republic is like- 
ly to be the confequence# 

Thus, in all their material parts, Mr. Jay vio- 
lated his powers. We afked for a fifti, and he gave 
us a fcrpent. It has been whifpered that a fecond 
fet of inftruftions were trinfmitted to our envoy* 
They were never laid before the Senate, audit fol- 
lows, that, if ttiey really exifted, which is extreme- 
ly doubtful, the Senate knew nothing about them* 
They can form no part of 6ur envoy's vindication, 
unlefs he fhall chufe to produce them- 

. The tenth article, as to the injuftice and impolicy 
of fequeftrating Britifh debts, was written, as it novvr 
.ftands, by Mr. Jay- This evinces, if evidence 
were wanting, that the whole affair was an inftru-^ 
ment of painty. 

We have now afcertained that Mr- Jay trefpaf?* 
. fed his orders. The next queftion is, by yvhatmo-' 
tives he could be induced to do fo ? In this coun- 
try it has been the cuftom to hold up Americans as 
a race of fuperior beings, and from that theory the 
refult is, that, for Grenville to purchafe our federal 
envoy, was imprafticable. But the tenth article of 

B b 
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the treaty, by an exprcfs implication, aiTaigns Mr. 

Dayton and a confidcrable party in Congrefs, asmc* 

ditating an aft of injuftice. Camillus, alfo*, in all 

the plenitude of his eloquence, can find wo powers of 

language equal to the bafenefs of the Dajrtonian pro- 

jeft. 

From thcfe eftimates of American purity, every 
man will make what inference he thinks fit, as to 
the probable fale of our treaty. Speaking of this 
country, Thomas Paine has indeed told us that 
" the innocence of her charaCler^ that won the 
hearts of all nations in her favour, may, a tliou- 
fand years hence, found like a romance ; her 
inimitable virtue^ as if it had never beent." At 
the date of only ten years, from writing of the 
above fentence, the tale founds not like a romance, 
to be fure, but very like an untruth. It forms a 
part of that empty blabbing of national vanity, 
which has been remarked among every race of 
Mankind, from Greenland to Cape Horn. With- 
out launching into the ocean of the revolutionary 
virtue of the United States, let us hear what the 
AlFembly of Georgia have to fay about its fituation, 
in 1796. The pifturc makes an intercfting part of 
the hiftory of that year. 

« GEORGIA, 
"BURKE COUNTY, i6th of January^ 1796. 
^ Clement Lanier, efq, one of the Reprefentatives inthe Ic- 
« giflature of this ftate, who, being duly fworn, on the Hdy 
« E vangelifts of the Almighty God, depofeth and fays, that, du- 
« ring the laft feflionof the legiflature of Augufta, in the win- 
« ter of the year 1795, he being a member of the^Houfeof 
« Reprefentatives, and fitting on the fame feat with Henry 
« Grindat, another of the members of that hbufe, before the 
« fpeaker took the chair, the faid Grindat recommended to him 
" to be in favour of the fale of the weftern lands, for that he 



• Supw, chap. IV. + Paine to Walhingtoc, p. 8» 
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^ the faid Grindat, underftood it was worthy our notice ; for 
** Mr. Thomas Wylly, a Senator from Effingham county, 
had told the faidGrincJat, that he, the faid WyUy, could have 
eight or ten negroes for his part : and the deponent further 
^ feith, that, on the feme day, in the afternoon, the faid Thomas 
Wylly, canie into =the lobby of the houfe, and beckoned to 
*^ the deponent, who followed him out, when the converfation 
commenced about the Tazoo a£l ; that at the fame time, a 
Mr. Dcnifon came by, and aflced what we were upon. The 
faid Wylly anfwered, the land bufinefs the (aid Denifon 
then came up, and Wyllv withdrew ; that Denifon then told 
the deponent, that he dia not pretend to advife any member 
to be in favour of felling the land, but that thofe who . wtre 
in favour of filing it, were handfomely provided fory^vA that 
if the deponent thought proper to be in favour of felling, that 
he Jhould have part \, aud that the faid I]!dnifon faid, that he 
was a purchafer offuch of the member's parts, as had a mind 
to fell, but underftood that (bme of the members pretended!- 
to aflc eight and ten negi?Des ft)r a (hare, or their (hares ; he faid 
** he couldnot give fo much, but the deponent might depend he 
*^ would purchafe : the deponent further faith, that, previous to. 
" any of the before recited cvrcumftances, Mr. William trong- 
ftreet, one of the members of the faid legiflaturc, frequently 
« called on the deponent^and afked why he was not in favour 
of felling the wefterii lahds,who anfwered, he did not think it 
right to fell to companies of fpecufators. The deponent at 
« this time, wiflicd to make further difcovcry of the condud of/ 
" the members on that fale, and therefore afFefted to be inclined. 

to come into the meafure, and, by that means, kept up a con ver- 
" fetion about it occafionally ^ tl;iat on the day die bill received its 
" firft reading, before the houfe convened, faid Longftreet fpoke^ 
<i to the deponent to get his approbation to the (ale. The deponent 
*^ aifced him to (hew him what fecurity the members had of. 

the purchafe, when the faid Longllreet pijefented a certificate^ 
^entitling the bearer to two (hares of twenty-five thoufand 
** ZitTts each, figned by Nathaniel Pendletorty chairman. The 
deponent then told the faid Longftreet> that diat was not 
«*what he had formerly told him was a member's fliare;; for 
the faid Loneftreet had before faid, a member's (hare was 
feventy-five thoufand acres. That the faid Longftreet,. then, 
told the deponent if he would wait a few mmutes, or an. 
*^ hour, he would bring him another certificate from Gunn^s; 
^- company^ for the fame number of acres. . That, the dcpoocnti. 
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" in order todifengage himfclf from the converfadon, then faid 
" the fcciirity was not fufiicicnt to entitle him to the land. That 

the faid Longftrcct then told' the deponent that if he was not 
^ fr.tisfied with the certificates, he would give him one thoufand 

dollars for it, or- for them. ' The deponent then preiented the 

certinc;(tes to the faid Longftreet, and went into th^ houfei 
" which was the laft interview he had on the fubje£t. The de- 
" ponent further faith, that the fliares offered him as aforefaid, 
*' were exprcfsly defigned to induce him, the deponent, to ygte 

for the bill for difpofme; of the weftern territory. 
« (Signed,) 

"CLEM. LANIER, 
Sworn in prefcnce of the committee of the Houie 
of Reprefentatives, before me, 

^ « THOMAS LEWIS, J, P/' 

The above depofition is one of thofe puhlifhcd 
by the Icgiflature of Georgia, refpefting the Ya- 
zoo bufineis. It was happy tor Americja, that, in 
June, 1795, terreftrial fpeculations of general 
Gunn did not prevent his attendance at Philadel- 
phia as a icnator. An abfenceTo fatal would have 
deprived this continent of. the Britifli treaty, for 
which he voted, of that maritime fee urity which 
now conftitiites the pride of the feaman^ and .of 
that compehfation in fpecie^ which now crac|cs th^ 
coffers of the merchant*, 

♦ Even if the Britifh gm'cmment could prefervc its exiftencei thh 
bnafted c9mpenfation would be a very remote obje^. It is amofing 
to hear people yci fay, that, after a peace with the emperor^ Britiiiii 
will (lill maintain her Aiprexnacy at fca. France» in the firil plac^' 
can exclude her manufad^urcs from evefy country in Europe^ Ruf^. 
fia, pcihapst excepted. This cuts off three-fourths, at leaft, of 
Britifli comnurrcc, and one-half of her revenue. Second, Otfaes 
objefts being out of the way, France will turn her chief attentiqa - 
to hex navyi which, in a (hbrt time, may rival that of England* as 
it nearly did in the laft var. Third, The explolion of paper mo- '. 
ney, and the rcdq^ion of revenue, will foon difable England fr^im 
maintaining a navy, equal to what (he fupports at prcfent. Foartii^ 
France has,' in arms, ten or twelve hundred thonfand men. 'A 
great number of them are proprietors in the national domains. Mx- 
9y 109/ be tmployed upon canals and other public works. fiut> iox 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Britifli depredations continued, — Mercantile felfiPi-' 
nefs. — The brig Fame. — The fchooner Andrew: — ► 
Jofluta ff^hiting.—'The brigColuyyibia. — The/loop 
D<ru€. — The May Flower. — 77;^? Eliza. — Murder 
of captain Bofjon. — Snuff Excife. — Memoirs of 
Alexander Hamilton, late Secretary of the 
Treajiiry. — His Jingular mode of correfpondence 
ivith certain perjbns .-^Remarki on his connexion 
'with Reynolds. . . . 

TO commence this chapter, a few additional 
fpecimens of Britifti amity are inferted. A 
letter from captain Thorndike Dcland, dated King- 
fton, 1 ft of April, 1796, to a merchant in Phila- 
delphia, contains, for publication, a lift of twelve 
American vcflels taken and carried into that port. 
Captain Deland farther fays, that he had heard of 

Ac internal tranquilitjr.of the rcpublici myriads muft be difcharged 
ppon fome foreign enterprife. England will moil likely, be the 
fccne of aftion, and a lefTer effort than that which concjuered Flan- 
ders, would convert her into a Freneh province. Though the fe- 
deral party in Congrcfs' cannot fee the dang^ of this evcirt, yet Ar. 
thur Young, ^ad Edmund Burkci perceive it very diftiiK^Iy., ' 
• As the friends of order zat conftamly talking of French ambition, 
and itsefiedb, let them read the following account of ihc emperor^ 
It is here copied from a London newfpa^ier, of March 25d, ,1795. 
*• The Aqftrian (hare of the new partition of Poland incJadcs four 
thoufand four hundred and fifteen fqpare miles of territory, two 
hundred find fevcn towns, four thoufand fix hundred and five vil- 
lages, and one million one hundred and fix thoufand one hundred 
« and feventy-eight fouls." The miles muft be of fome German 
ftandard, othcrwife this part of Poland would be twice as populons« - 
^0 its extent, as Yorkfhire. What (hall we think of this imperial ' 
ufurper enllaving, at one ftrokc, eleven hundred thoufand defencc- 
Jcfs people ? with fuch fafts before lis, it is foolery to ffieak of ja-' 
cobin depredations. This is one of thofc crowned robbers, into 
whofe alliance the federal politicians wiib to precipitate America* ' 
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twenty-fcvcn other (hips at Tortola, which were 
in jeopardy. He informs, that all Americans, 
\vhen carried into Kingfton, were, after examina- 
tion, turned afhorc, without provifion for their 
fupport. Any one having concern in a houfe, or 
having even aVaclor at St. Domingo, or any French 
port, was deemed a Frenchman, and his propeity 
v/;is, on that account, condemned. On the 21ft 
©f April, 1796, the fchooner William and Mary, 
captain Shaw, arrived at Portfmouth, New-Hamp- 
fhire, in thirty-eight days from Kingfton, When 
lie left that place, the imprefTnient of American 
j>:i;nrn h:ul not fubfided. On the yth of May, the 
i*:hof>ner Mermaid, captain Tabet, amved from 
t'lc Mole, at New- York. His mate, a native Ame- 
I icrxn, w;is prefl'ed by the ReguUis. Several other 
Americans were, at the fame tune, preflcd from 
different velFds. The Mermaid had failed from 
Ncw-Vork, witli a load of timber, on account of 
the Ih'itiih government. 

The Minerva, of tlie 13th of April, cxpreffes 
fuqvrile, tlic-it, if all tlie accounts of imprelTments 
were true, they had little or no clFcft in deterring 
American feamcn from entering into the fcrvice. 
In a full public meeting of merchants, .in this 
cirr, week," fnys Webller, " thfc queftiori 
wa:; aflicd, whether tlic Britifli imprefTments had 
operated to dilcourage feamcn from entei'ing in-? 
to fervicf^ ? ^I'hc reply was, that no fuch effcft 
had brni perceived. — If Teamen do not com- 
plain, liow happens it [t/iaQ printers take up. , 
their caufc vjitA jo much zcalP* Seamen -do 
complain, of whkh the numerous details in this \ 
volume, find which arc not, perhaps, a twentieth 
p^rt of the whole, rpmpofe an ample atfeeflation* 
J?ut a common Teaman har, more difficulty in cliang-* 
2'ig hJs proff^TiOfi, tlip.n almoft: any other per&B. 



I 



UNITED STATES. i^i 

This explains the general adherence to it, even in 
fpite of Britifti crimping. Webfter is .angiy at 
printers for taking up the caufe of feamcn with /a 
much zeal. But, if they are not to be defended 
with ardour, upon what point (hould zeal be ex- 
cited ? If circumftanccs require it, the preffes of 
America will continue to remonftrate againft fucU 
wrongs, when the bones of Webfter (hall be as rotten 
as his heart. As to the query ftarted in the mercantile 
meeting, the members would have gained more cre- 
dit by fubfcribing to form a fund for the relief of Ibch 
feamen, or the families of fuch feamcn, as might be 
imprefled while in their fcrvice. This would have 
been afting like men. It would have been afting like 
Englishmen ; for, at London or Liverpool, apro- 
pofal of that kind would, under a fimilar fituatioa, 
have been adopted. But, in the United States,it feems 
that, if a merchant pan only fave himfelf, he is per- 
feftly indifferent, what becomes of the people in 
his fcrvice. 

A Charleflon newfpaper, of the 8th of April^ 
1796, contains the copy of a fentencepafl by judge 
' Green, of Bermuda. It is dated the 6th of Janu- 
ary preceding, and refpefted the brig Fame, In 
fummer, 1795, Fame failed from Charleflon, 
for Bourdeaux. Gn her return fhe was captured, 
and taken into Bermuda. The vefTel and cargo 
w^re both American property. But one of the 
owners, who went along with her, had flaid be- 
hind, in France, to difpofe of fome remaining 
part of her cargo. This accident, in the eyes of 
Green, transformed him into a French citizen, 
and, on that pretence, both fhip and loading were 
confifcated. Thus the Britifh went oh in the Wefl- 
Indies, while Mr. Bayard was tranfmittingto Phila- 
delphia his important afTurances about indemnifica- 
tion, and the refentment of the London Cgurt of Ad- 
Hiiralty at the decrees ©f Green. 
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R-eader ! unlcfs you are a Britifh tory, or theBritifli 
editor of the Columbian Centinel, or Harrifon Gray 
Otis, or Robert Goodloe Harper, or fome other cu- 
riofity of their caft, who is fitter for a work-houfe 
than a llatc-houfe*, you muft revere the magnani- 
mity of Prefident Wadiington, who, in his laft 
ipecch to Congrefs, difdained all notice of thcfe 
Britifli peccadiloes. 

About the 23d of April, Captain Mercer, of the 
/loop Ambufcadc, arrived in this port from Bermu- 
da. He brought a lift of eight American veflels 
with their cargoes which were condemned at that 
place ; and of feven others which were libelled. 
One of the latter was a brig from Bofton. Captain 
?tlerccr had heard that her captain had died of 

* During the prcfent fcfllon, the fpcaker has fignificd in the hoafc* 
that Harper fpoke like a madman. This jaftifies the text. The 
following traits will help to conjet^ure in what way congfbffional ba- 
fmcfshath fometimes been conducted. 

Previous to the election of a clerk for the Reprefentativesi in the 
piefent Congrefs, (Supra, chap. 5d,) Dr. Smith convened hii party 
without doors, and they agreed in the nomination of a candidate to 
oppofe Mr. Becklcy. Next morning the votes were taken by ballot. 
The republican members had each to write the name of their 
candidate ; but the friends of ordmr pulled theirs ready written out 
of their pockets. As great pan of them could know nothing of Mr. 
Becklcy but by name, this promptitude (hews the exa^ne^ of thleir 
difcipline, and what praife is due to the diligence of our IcgiHatiTC 
martinet. 

In the Senate, matters proceed ftill more ftraightly. For inflance^ 
a few weeks ago, five refolutions were moved in that body, and it 
was agreed to ballot, next day, for committees upon each of them. 
The federal majority confifted of feventeen;and fo nicely had matters 
been afcertained without doors, that the five committees, having 
each three members, were eleded exclufively out of the fevemeen. 
The minority have no lhare of influence whatever. They are 
debarred even from the appearance of it. 

Compare this plain account with the plaifter which Mr. Adami 
laid upon the Senate in his late farewell addrefs. It might be con- 
denfed into a few words. GentUmen^you are the greateft legfflaiof^ 
in the ivorld, — No fiu YOU /ire the greatefl^ andnue are confident th4t 
jon zvill make as all judges or ambaj/hdorsi as earlj as {ojjible^ 



tJNitED STATES; 
fibufe which he received from the pri^e-inafter. A 
liaragraph of the fame date fays, that, at Nevis, the 
fchooner Andrew^ captain Montayne, of Philadel- 
phia, had her mate ahd feamen preffed by aBriti(h 
fchooncfi Thfey were all Americans ; and had pro^^ 
teftionsi The particulars are related in thfc cap^ 
tain's proteftj ias tranfmitted tb his pwner; 

Thefc maritime anecdotes are valuable, as fticwr 
Ing the ctiaraftcr of that people, Who, in the midft 
of fuch injuries, could wiftito appropriate for Jay'^ 
treaty i It would be vain to look in the hiftory 
of Engiandj for any meafure fo deplorably defpica- 
ble* To proceed in a regular fuccefliori, to the 
tnd oit the year 1796, would occupy a large vo- 
lume. At prefent, only tlirec or four incidents of* 
this kind (hall be added, as they come to hand iii 
the ordef of tinie. 

Joffiua Whiting was a feaman oh board of the 
American brig Samuel* At Port-au-Prince, he, 
and four others of the crew, were preflTed by a Bri- 
tifli frigate* Three of them,^ after eleven days, 
cfcaped by fwimmingj in the courfe of which^ ond 
tnzn h^d the calf of* his leg bitten off by a fhark^ 
Another of them was retaken, received tout dozen 
of laflieg, and was put in irons* Whiting, and 
the crijpple, efcaped, after lofing their whole ad- 
venture^ befides being cruelly treated* In the 
Bofton Chronicle, of the i8th of April, Whiting 
jpubliflied a narrative, of which the above is thd 
fubftancei Inftead of voting money fof the treaty, 
.Congrefs might as well have voted fome relief to 
ihe poor man who loft the calf of his legj under 
.that emblem of abaftnient, that contempt of na- 
tions,, that nautical detehso'kIum, the American 

The brig Columbia, and the fchooner Udity, 
both of fJewburyport, failed from Port Lewis, oj* 

C € 
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the 7th of March, 1796. Next day, they wcr« 
brought to by the Ganges, a Britifh f(;venty-four ; 
and a fchooner, attendant to the ftiip. " Thii 
fchooner," fays the account, " is one the fif- 
teen pilot boats built in Virginiay not long fince, 
which arc all employed as attendants to the Bri- 
" tifti men of war/' They were fent into Mont- 
ierrat, examined, and on the 14th, difmifled, upon 
paying forty-four pounds, four fliillings, and ten 
pence, as the cxpence of their examination* 

The Hoop Dove, of New-Haven, in ConneAi* 
cut, had gone oa a voyage to the Weft-Indies, 
While lying at Antigua, Ihe was boarded by a 
boat's crew from the Narciflus, who took away 
Benjamin Eaftman. He was a native American, 
and as fuch, had a proteftion. On the 3d of April, 
1796, the mafter and mate of the Dove made oath 
to this faft, at New-Haven. James Smith, mafter 
of the M^y Flower, of Norfolk, publiflied a de- 
claration, dated the 3d of March, 1796. One of 
his men, an American, was impreflTed at Port Je- 
remie, by the Regulus. Captain Smith, himfelf, 
was kept, for three days, a prifoner, on board of 
the frigate, and half ftarved. He left about thirty 
or forty American failors in her. Almoft tljc whok 
of them had proteftions, and he faw fome of them 
fcverely punifhed for attempting to efcapc. The 
ncw£papers containing thefe miferable details, arc ' 
crammed with exulting encomiums on the number 
of petitioners to Congrefs, in favour of the Britifli 
treaty. 

On Tuefday, the 31ft of May, 1796, the Spea- 
ker of the Houfeof Reprefentatives, laid beibre 
them, a letter from t)cn American captains, whoic \ 
veflcls were then lying at Jamaica. Their feame^ 
were on board of Britifli ihips <>f war, where thcjf * 
were treated like flayes. They faid that, tihaf ' 
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brethren at Algiers were not greater objefts of Sym- 
pathy. Thcfe ten captains might as well have ad- 
drcffed ^a memorial, on the ^me fubjeft, to any 
old woman, in any chimney corner on. the conti- 
nerit, Congrefs have no fleet, and they can hard- 
ly raife money to pay the national debt. In thia 
tmparallded fiate of profperityy what would you 
have us to do ? 

The Aurora of June 2d, 1796, contained a long 
account of the captm-e of the Eliza, a veflel, Ame- 
rican property, by the Briti(h.^|. She failed from. 
New- York, for St. Thomases, and had orders to 
touch at St. Bartholomew's. She was taken by 
captain Cochran, of the Thetis frigate. The fuper- 
cargo, aDanifh fubjeft^ was ftript to the fkin.The 
fhip was libelled before the Vice-Admiralty Court 
at Bermuda,undcr pretence of being French proper- 
ty. The trunks of the fupercargo were fealed up, 
and he was himfelf thrown pennylefs out of the 
Ihip, without a fecond ftirt to his back. The cap- 
tain and crew were put on fliore, deftitute of fub- 
fiftence. Six or feven days after the Ihip and car- 
go had been libelled, the cattle were fold at half 
their prime coft, bought in by the agents who foJd 
tHem, and fold a fegondjimc> next day, at a con- 
fiderable profit* 

A Bofton newfpaper, of the 26th of May, con* 
tains a depoiition, dated at St.. George's, the 27th 
of April, preceding. \t was emitted by the fecond 
mate of the brigantine Polly, John BofTon, lati: 
nfafter. The reflel was cui her way from Dema- 
tara, to Bofton, when the Clejopatra, a Britiffi pri- 
vateer, took. her. Stmt-zfitTy the prize-mafte^ 
q^uarrelled with captain Boilbn, and w^only beat; 
bim in a moft ftiocking manner^ ThisK Ihe fubp 
ftance of the depofitipn* Within fix days after^ 
captain Boflbn died of his bruifes.. He was onlji 
in the twcnity-fifth year of his age. 
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Such was the pifturc of national independence 
|ind dignity that America, daring 1796, exhibited 
by fea. At fome future opportunity the narrative 
will, perhaps, be refumed and completed. In 
the mean time, thefe inftances may be compared, 
by an impartial citizen, with the cenfure beftowed 
by Barras, on the government of the United States, 
He can then attempt to decide, whether Mr.Wafli- 
ington had, laft year, greater caufe to complain 
of England, or Mr. Adams, in the prefent year, of 
France, We (hall now proceed to examine fome 
federal tranfaftions by land. In a work embracing 
fuch various objefts, many points of importance 
are fure of being omitted, Still, however, even 
^n imperfeft hiftory, if candid and accurate, is 
better tlian none. The facility acquired by cxpe-» 
rience, and the refpurces derived from public pa- 
tronage may, hereafter, flirnifli means for produ^ 
cing a more regular, and left defe^^iv^, perfprm's | 
ance. \ 

Among the memorials prefented to Congrefi, in 
Spring, 1796, perhaps none deferved more atteiH - 
ifion, than that of the fnufF-piakers of this city, ro- 
ipefting the excife on their manufafture. On the 
5th of June, 1794^ bad paft in Congrefs, for 

levying a duty of fix cents per pound, upon all 
.fnuff, manufafturcd in the United States. As this i 
law did not nnfwer the end propofed, it was re? -1 
pealed, and on the 3d of March, 1795, anotlbcr '. 
was enafted in its room. By the latter, two thpui ^ 
Jand two hundred and iforty dollars were to ho 
paid for every fnuff mill, with (tampers and grind- 
ers, and fums proportionably lefs, for thpfe of in? ] 
fcrior effeft. As a relief to the fnuff-maker, he ^ 
received a drawba^ of fix cents upon every pound 
of fnuff, exported out of the country. The firft 
pf %]\^£e twa laws originated Mrith Mr. Alexaodcy 
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Hamilton, then Secretary of the Trerfury. Both 
of them met with warm oppofition in Congrefs.. 
Both were, in an eminent degree, abfurd, oppref- 
five, and imprafticable. Both defcrve to be held 
in remembrance, as proofs of what (hocking def- 
potifm the legiflature, even o£ a free cotintry, ma^ 
poflibly commit. They were faid to be laws of- 
experiment, by thofe who were leaft eager in their 
defence. But a government has no right of ma- 
Jcing experiments in oppofition to probability, on 
the property of the public. The memorial was 
prefented on the 9th of February, 1796, and is in 
the(e words. 

To the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 
States^ in Congrefs aJfemhUd : 

The memorial of the fabfcribers, manufadlurers of ^hu^F in 
" the city of Philadelphia, 

« Refpeafully reprefents^ 

" THAT whilft the United States exhibit an univcrfal ap- 
pearance of public profperity, and of private happinefs, the 

*^ memorialifts feel deep regret and mortification upon their be- 
ing once more compelled to addrefs you in the folitary lan- 

" guage of diflatisfadion. They have fometime ago entered 
into a ftruggle tg fupport afecond excife law upon their ma- 
nufafture. Your predeceffors, the late Congrefs,. gave a 

" fair trial to the firft ad, which attempted to levy a duty on 

" fnufFin proportion to the pound weight. This law, as the 
honourable Congrefs well knows, operated at once like a 

*^ ftroke of annihilation. No excife could be paid, at l«aft in 
the ftate of Pennfylvania 5 for, out of fcven fnuff-mills, fix 
were inftantly fliut up, to the infinite injury of the manufac- 
turers. Their ftock lay dead on their hands. Their cuf- 
tomers difpcrfed, and in many cafes declined to pay the oirt- 
ftanding debts, becaufe the fubfcribers, having no power to 
manufa£ture fiiiuiF, were unable to give them further crWit. 
The buildings for carrying on their manufactories, erefted 
at an expence of many thoufand dollars,were at once conver- 
)ntQ ^pulchresof American induftry s in the vain at- 



198 HISTORY OF THE 

tpmpt to extract a revenue, where every moral and phyfical 
** circumftance rendered it impoflible, fix months of bufinef? 
" and of human life were loft. Even the feventh fnufF-mill, 
* which aftually was entered, never paid any duty. j 
« Every feature in the hiftory of this firft cxcife upon (huff, ■ 
juftified the energetic prefage of a gentleman, who was a 
member of the lalt, and is one in the prcfent Houfc of Repre- . 
fcntativcs of Congrefs. He declared in his place that the aft 
«* would terminate not in revenue, but deftruftion. The ac- 
« curacy of his prediction hath been verified by experience, and ; 
*< fully acknowledged and attefted on the floor of Congrefs.The 1 
« cffe&s of that memorable ftatute were perhaps unrivalled, 
" even in the tragical and exterminating annals of excife. Like 
" a pcftilence, or a tcmpeft, this law blafted and fwept before 
" it every bloflbm of induftry, and had your menriorialifts rc- 
maincd ever fince entirely unmolcfted by excife laws, yet 
fomc years of good fortune would have been requilite for cn- 
" abling them to recover the ground which they had loft. 4 

" That, with the dccpeft aftonilhment, the memorialifts have, 
« during the prcf nt feffion, heard of feveral petitions prefentcd ' 
** to Congrefs, chiefly as they believe fi-om fnufl^-makers ia J 
the eaftcrn ftates, requefting the repeal of the prefent excife, I 
in order tc replace it by the former law for levying the duty ^ 
by the pound weight. Thefc petitioners have indeed honeft- 
" ly reprtfcnted many infurmountableobjedtions to the prefenC 
" law, and which your memorialifts admit, as well as theydtk 
" But it does not follow, that the prefent extremely oppreffive/ 
" excife on fnuff ought to be fuprrcedcd for the fake of adop- ; 
" ting another ftatute which is infinitely worfe, and which iui 
already heci^ tried and caft afide as impra£licable. The ruin- 
ous effcfls of both thcfe laws, have been fully ftated in a j 
fliort hiftory of excife laws, drawn up at the defire an^ un- '3 
" der the infpcction of a number of manufafturers in PhilaiMr j 
" phia, and of which a printed copy has lately been tranfmittefl \ 
to each of the members of the two houfes of Congrefs, nai 
to the principal ofl'icers of the federal government. 
" In the laft aft for an excife upon fnuff, a drawback of fix = 
cents per pound has been allowed upon the exportation. Thil f 
drawback was liable to various abufes. If not granted at all| . 
** fnuff could not be exported after paying an excife, and thU 
^ would tend to deprefs the American manufafturer. But, iji 
*• order to be entitled to the drawback, it was requifite to bb- 
Cain a certificate of the (huff having been duly Unded at the 
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^ d^ftined port : the chief exportation was to the Britifh Weft- 
IndieSjWhere American fnufF is contraband, and confcquently 

*^ it was quite impoffible to get the fequifite certificates. But 
farther, nothing could be more eafy than to make a preten- 
ded exportation of fnuff to fome ifland in the Wcft-Ind»es, 
where it was not prohibited, obtain a regular certificate of 

"its being landed, and then fmuggle it back to this country. 

" Thus one barrel of fnu£F, might receive .twenty drawbacks, 

" Such frauds arc praftifed every day in Britain. Many mcr- 
chants on tne river Thames fupport their families in fplendor 

** by dravjrbacks, •procured from their government for imagi- 

^ nary exportations. Your memorialifts have been aflured, 
that one bale of muflin, fuppofed to be worth five hundred 
guineas, received in this way a drawback of twelve and an 

•* half per cent forty times over, fo that this bale earned two 
thoufand five hundred guineas. 

Trafh of any kind, or even fand, migh't be exported from 

" the United States, under the name of fnufF, and obtain the fix 
cents per pound of drawback. Frauds of this kind could 
not be prevented without a multiplicity of infpedlors, whofe 
falaries would fwallow up the revenue. 

That the eighty-fourth and ninety-third feflfcions of the 
Britifh tobacco excife aft of 1789, fully fhew, to what lengtli 
impoflures of this fort have been carried in that country. 

" The former of thefe two claufes, inflids a penalty of twp 

" hundred pofinds, for the mixture of cut walnut leaves, of 

** hops, of fycamore, or ony other leaves or herbs, with the 
leaves of tobacco. The injunftions in the ninety- third 
fcdiion, againfl mixing fnufF with other materials, are ftill 
more pointed, c The penalty of two hundred pounds is levU 
ed for mixing with fnufF, any fuflick, yellow honey, touch- 
wood, log-wood, red* or guinea- wood, braziletto or Jamai- 
ca-wood, Nicaragua-wood, Saunders-wood or any other 
fort of wood, or any walnut tree leaves, hops, fycamore, or 
any other leaves or herbs. Thic fingular, enumeration afcer- 

** tains how far fuch pradices have gone. 

That there is another material objeftion to the prcfent mode 
of granting a drawback. The price of different kinds of 
* fhuff differs very confiderably, and yet the fame drawback 
of fix cents is granted, without diflindtion, upon all kinds. 
Ricliard Gernon & Co. in^thcir petition, ftate, that the/fnuff 
which they have been exporting is worth ten cents per pound^ 

» liefides tbe^ cents «f drawback* Thus its v4ue, after pay- 
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« ins the duty, would be about one /hilling and three pence per 
« pound. The mcmorialifts are now felling (huff at two fhil* 
" lings and fix pence and three fliillings per pound, and were 
*« they to export itj a drawback of at leaft twelve cents per 
pound would be necellary to put them on a level with Ger- 
non & Co. who receive fix cents per pound drawback on an 
article not half fo valuable. 

" The mcmorialifts, in their publication already referred to, 
« ftatcd the poJlibility that the drawbacks for a filgle manu&c- 
" turer might amount to fixty thoufand dollars per annum^ and 
if a dozen I'uch manufafturers were to be found in the Ufyiteil 
" States, that they would drain the public treafuryof ievcnhun- 
^ dred and twenty thoufand dollars a year,afum which all theex- 
« cifes in the country could not cover»To the great aftonifhment 
" of the mcmorialifts, this piediftion received a partial fulfilment 
^ almoft at the inftant when it was made. The revenue deri- 
vcd from the mills, entered in the ftate of Pennfylvania, comes 
only to eight thoufand three hundred and eighty ddlars* 
•* On the 26th January laft, the drawbacks, at the port of Phi- 
ladclphia, fmcc the new a£l began to operate, amounted to 
eight thoufand five hundred and twenty-three dollars and 
thirty-nine cents, which is already one hundred and fbrty^ 
three dollars, and thirty-nifte cents, more than the total re* j 
venue for this ftate. Almoft the whole of this drawback..^ 
has been paid to Meflrs. Richard Gernon & Co. who have ■ 
" been only about four months in bufmefs, and widun tfatf 
period, have got back above five thoufand dollars addltlonsli 
befides the two thoufand two hundred and forty doUarSi 
*^ which they paid, according to law, for entering their rnjU. i- 
It is not the defign of your memorialifts to caft the flightcft ' 
*^ reflection on the condudl of this manufaSuring company* ! 
" On the contrary, if government has laid itfelf open by ii- H 
<. " law which defeats its own purpofes, and finks a revtmil < 

*^ where it expedVed toraife one, the manufadkurers are in com* 
" mon juftice, entitled, to take every legal advantage of fudi tt 
overlight. Nay, they beg leave to ftate it as a matter of abiblutB 
certainty, that if this law is not repealed, a number oi fnufi- 
" makers will immediately enter into the bufinefs of exportation. 

Thc7 only forbear altering their mills, and adapting themfbr 
" the bufinefs, till they fee whether Congrefs will adhere to .d«* 
law or not ; for the example of Richaid Gernon & Co. provet 
how eafily a fnuff*-maker, with the requifitc dc^ee iof capital 
" and enterprife, may take from the public treafury^in the^pc 
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" of drawbacks ten times as much as he pays into it. Your 
memorialifts cannot believe that Congrefs, or indeed any le- 
giflati ve aflembly on earth, would fufFer the longer exiltence 
of a law fo pregnant with the moll prepofterous and ruinous 

^ confcquenccs. A few weeks ago, Mcffrs. Gernon & Co. 
prefented to Congrefs a memorial, reprefcnting the immenfe 
expence which they have been at in preparing their mill to 

" grind fnuff for exportation. Among other details, they ftate 

" their having, in the firft four months of their copartnery, pur- 
chafed four hundred and thirty hogflueads of tobacco, and 

" that tliey are continuing to make large purchafes of this kind.- 
At that rate, they will, in the courfe of twelve months, pur- 

" chafe, altogether, twelve hundred and ninety hogfhcads. 

" Your memorialifts eftimate, that, when grinded into fnufF, 

** the drawback on this quantity will amount to about ninety 
thbufand dollars. The company will thus gain, by the pub- 

•* lie revenue, eighty-eight thoufand dollars, the drawback 
exceeding the revenue ki the proportion of forty-five to one* 

" This is a circumftance perfeflly novel in the hiftory of tax* 
ation# 

" But further, if this affair is fufFered to go on in its pre- 
fent way, Congrefs may foon expcift to fee twenty otlier 



" tent, with that of Gernon & Co. 

" If the government pf this country intend, ferioully, and 
fteadily, to give a drawback of fix cents per pound on the 
exportation of American fnufl-^ it is the moft acceptable and 
"joyful intelligence that your memorialifts could ever hear of- 
They will immediately repair their millsj extend therr pur- 
chafes, and they have not a doubt of clearing, from the draw- 
back, before the end of a year,- twenty or thirty times the 
^ fum which they are to pay into the tfeafury. Twenty ma- 
nufafturers, like Gernon Co. would each of them thus 
coft government ninety thoufand dollars, or, colleftively, 
** one million eight hundred thoufand dollars per annum. The 
" original objcdt of the law was faid to be a revenue of forty 
thoufand dollars ; there is an equal chance, that, in feardi 
of it, forty-live times that fum will be funk. It has been 
^' abovementioned, that the drawbacks, within this ftiate, al- 
" ready exceed the revenue.- The firfl: year of this law ex- 
^« pires on the laft day of March next, and, before that time, 
there will moft likely be a balance of fcveral thousand dollar* 
againft the revenue, at the port of Philadelphia. But if tbt 



" fnulF-mills workini 




the fame plan, and to an equal ex- 
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« law ftands unrepealed, it is probable that twohundl^ thou- 
" (and dollars will not makg^up the deficiencies in this ftate 
^* alonc^ for the next fuccceding yeari 

** In their hiftory of cxcife, the manufaSurers ftated the prin- 
« ciple, that all taxes ought to be levied in proportion to the 
" quantum of pcrfonal property. Since their publication took 
"place, they havefecn this doctrine juftified by an authority 
of the higheft nature. The new'conftitution of France, in 
the fixtccnth article of the firft feftion, lays it down as a fun- 
damental maxim, that, "as all taxes are eftabliflied for the 
gcric.-al good, they ought to be apportioned among the taxed 
" in the i atio of their means." Under the head of finances, al- 
" fu, in the fame work, it is declared, " that taxes of all kinds 
arc aiR-ficd among all thofe liable to contribution according 
" to their means." — Your mcmorialifts cannot deny that the 
" word excife is to be found in the letter of the federal con- 
" flitution ; but they ftrongly contend, that it is entirely hof- 
" tile to the fpirit of that inftrument. One of the principle fe- 
" bricators of that produftion, was the prcfent judge Wilfon. 
When the fubje£i was debated in the convention of Pcnn- 
fylvania, he argued that it was neceflary to give all power 
to government, but he was certain that an excife never would 
" be impolcd, unlefs in the lafl extremity. From the opinion 
" M^ich the convention of Pennfylvania cxprefled of excife, at 
tliat time, and which the aflcmbly of this flate have expfe^ 
fmcc, it is evident that they never would have confented to 
" ratify fuch a flipulation, if they had conceived that it was to 
" become one of the firfl, and favourite refources of government. 

" That your memorialifts cannot help confidering this excife 
" on fnufF as coming, cxaftly, -under the defcription of an ix 
^^poflfa£fo law. 'fhey had no contemplation of fuch a bur- 
" den, when they built their mills, and gave credit, to fb great 
" an extent, to their cuftomers. Their mills vrauld not, at 
" prefent, fell for one half of the money which they originally 
" cofl, and one half of them are, at this hour, flanding idle. 
** This, of itfelf, would be fufficient to deflroy any let of 
" manufacturers. Your mcmorialifts likewife beg leave to 
" itate, nr. their opinion, that if the merchants and manufkdu- 
" rcrs of Britain had a liberty of petitioning Congrefs, they 
" could not folicit a more favourable mode of conduct for their 
" own interefl, than perfuading you to trammel, and diftrefs, 
the manufa£lurers of America with excifes, which do not 
** pay the expence of their collection, which in one ftate pr#- 
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^ duce bankruptcy, and in a fecond, rebellion. They humbly 
** regard it as chimerical to term America independent of Bri- 

tain, while we arc forced to fend to England for a coat, and 
"to Ireland for afliirt. It is this commercir.1 chain of de- 
*' pendencc in which Britain has entangled fo many nations, 
" that conftitutes the eflence and foul of her ftrength, and that 
" enables her to bully, to combat, and to rob her neighbours, 
" It is her fuperiority in manufaftures, which has enabled this 
*^ kingdom to fubfidize and embattle pirates and cut-throats, 

in every corner of the world, while flie herfelf may be termed 

a bucanneer of Atlantean magnitnde, whofe grafp embraces 
** the terraqueous globe, and whofe ftature reaches from earth 

to heaven. 

" To conclude, your memorialifts ardently flatter them- 

felves with a hope, that Congrefs will fee the expediency, 
" and even the pofitive and inevitable ncceflity, for an imme- 

diate and complete abolition of the excife upon fnufF made 
V in America. T'hough fome ill-advifed manufadl^urcrs to the 
" eaftward have called for the reftoration of the aft of 1794, 
" the principal fnuff-makers, in that part of the union, regard it 

with as much abhorrence, as the memorialifts thcmfelves do. 
" To continue the prefent excife, and withhold the drawback, 

would be to prohibit, in a great meafure, the manufafture of 

tobacco, the fecond ftaple of the continent ; and it has alrea- 
" dy beendemonftrated, that, to continue the law, and the draw* 

back, in their prefent fliaiTe,is only to^uander forty-five dol- 

lars in a fruitlefs fearch after one. 

" Your njemorialifts, therefore, earneftly folidt an entire re- 
peal of the excife upon fiiuff, and they, as in duty bound, will 
" ever pray, &c. 

« THOMAS LEIPER, & Co- 

«HAMILTON& SON, 

« ISAAC JONES, 

« JACOB BENNINGHOVE, 

"JACOB BENNlNGHOVE,iim. 

"PHIJ.IP STIMBLE, 

^ Philadelphia^ February %th^ X796/' 

The ftatute hath been fmce repeatedly fufpen^ 
dcd, and, it is fuppofed, will nqycr more be put 
into execution. 

Sonne people may weadfr what the Heufe of Ilt« 
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prcfcntatives were thinking of, when they fuc- 
jCClHvcly enacted iuch lelf-condcmned laws. It is 
likely that, during the diicui'Son, ten or fifteen 
were employed in reading newfpapers, or in wri- 
tino; letters. About ps many more might be in pri- 
vate converlation, at the back of the Speaker's 
chair, or at the windows. General Saniuel Smith, 
wJio hath fa\ ed the houfc from many woeful mil- 
take-:, is the jrentkinan alluded to, in the fccond 
pa/.'.;j;riph of the memorial. 

We now come to a part of the work, more de- 
licate, ptn-haps, than any other. The freedoms 
wiiu'h the federal piu ty have taken witK thpfe whp 
diil'cr from their opinions, are univerfally known. 
The moft impartial fcrutiny would determine, that, 
in the arts of calumny and detraction, their publi- 
cations exceed, beyond all proportion, thofe of their 
advcrfarics. In tlie firft fcflion of the fifth Con- 
grcfs, INIr. Harpa* has publicly declared to the. 
Rcprcfcntativcs, that Mr. James Munroe, our late 
envoy to France, was guilty of corruption by for*- 
-cign influence. On being qucftioncd by Mr. Giles, he 
has promifed, in due time and place, to bring evi- 
dence of his accufation. This example is only one 
out of hundreds which might be adduced to fticw 
that the friends oi order^ for fucji they call them- 
felves, are refolved to fet no limits to their rage 
and their vengeance. Of courfe, they cannot cx-j* 
peft to meet with that tendernefi which . they re? 
fiife to gi-ant. 

x\ttacks on Mr. Munroe have been frequently 
repeated from the ftock-holdipg preffes. They arfe 
cowardly, becaufe he is abf^nt. They are unjyft, 
"becaufe his conduft will bear the ftrifteft enquiry. 
They are ungrateful, becaufe he difplayed, on an 
occafion that will be mentioned immediately, the 
greateft lenity to Mr. AlexanderHamilton, the prime 
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mover of the federal party. When fome^of the 
papers which are now to be laid before the world, 
were fubmitted to the fccretary j when he was in- 
formed that they were to be communicated to Pre- 
fident Wafliington, he entreated, in the moft anx- 
ious tone of deprecation, that this meafure might 
be fuipended. Mr. Munroe was one of the thicc 
gentlemen who agreed to a delay. They gave their 
confent to it, on his exprcfs promife of a guarded 
behaviour in future, and bccaufe he attached to the 
fuppreffion of thefe papers, a myfter'ous degree of 
Iblicitude, which they, feeling no i.crfonal refont- 
mcnt againft the individual, were unwilling to aug- 
ment. 

The unfounded reproprhes heaped 011 Mr. Mvin- 
roe, form tlie imitiediate i:i(>tive lo the publication 
of thefe pap ,rs. hty are here printed from an at- 
tertcd copy, exactly c~'i:'^rmable to that, which, 
at his own doflrc, wcs deii/ercd to Mr. Hamilton 
himfelf. Not a word ha: Lccn added or altered, 
and the period of four years may, furely, have 
been enough to furnifti the ex-fecretary v/ith mate- 
rials for his defence. In the lettcis of Camillus, 
the moft fublime principles of aftjon arc every 
where inculcated. But we fliall prefently fee this 
great mafter of morality, though himfelf the father 
of a family, confeiGng that he had an illicit cor- 
refpondence with another man's wife. If any thing 
can be yet lefs reputable,' it is, that the gentlemen 
to whom he made that acknowledgement held it as 
an impofition, and found various reafons for be- 
lieving that Mrs. Reynolds was, in reality, guilt* 
lefs. An attentive critic will be led to enquire 
what has be^pmc of her hufband, and why the in- 
dignant innocence of Mr. Hamilton, did not pro- 
mote the completion of public juftice againft a per- 
ibn, who had treated his name with fuch grois di(- 
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Tti;>ecl : What a iVandalons imputation was it 
for thir» culprit to cait upon our lecretary, that he 
had gained thirty thoufand dollars by the purchalc 
of army certiMcates, that this fellow could bring 
hlin to capital punilhment, &:c. Sec. ? It is to be 
\viilied that Reynolds may ftiil be found, and that, 
to borrow the words of his friend, Dr. William 
uiinitii, the .Secretary may come out of this matter, 
*' as fair as the i)urell angel in hccrccn 

lirffire committing the following papers to the 
world, tlicir editor niuft again beg leave to 
murk, i"i;.it tl\ey are nothing ii^ore nor Icfsthan ex- 
:».''t ci»|ue. , from atteilcd originals, of which Mr. 
II'.' 4i't.> ), as licrenfter Ipeciticd, has been, at his 
.-.•vi* dciirc, tbppiled with an accurate tranfcript. 
.S'..i\^' cx\>rc 'lions ufcd by tlic culprit, Reynolds, 
ar'Mv.ir.!:, and convey dir;;iifl-, without adding to 
<ouvii*Hon. The editor, from av^idon to invec' 
t:7v% ivii!, (Ml this account re!bl'» ed to leave them 
out, as wdi as fcvcral other pafTages, which arc 
of little impoitance to the main ])nint. But on 
<ii:e refiecHoi?, it has been found fafer, and more 
tidvifeable, to publiih the whole, even at the ha- 
7.ard of being tedious. Thir. precludes all pre- 
tence of mutilation for unfair purpofes. 

As to the afpcrity of ftyle in Tome parts of the 
frcciotiT voufifffions of Reynolds, the painful reluc- 
tance of the editor, to the printing of them, has 
been fomewhat leifcncd, from the volunteer ac- 
knowledgment of feduftion, emitted by the cs- 
iecrctary iiimrclf, I'his appears to be about as 
bad, as any thing which his wretched underftrap- 
per either faid againft him, or could imaginably 
iiave ID fay. A procurer has always been regarded 
as in the loweil: fcalc of human charafter. Mutatis 
nrutcuJix^ the patron of fuch an agent can haveJW) 
fcruple to become one* 
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Again, the intemperate ftyle of the convivial, 
and confidential communications of our ex-fecre- 
tary, prohibits him from being regarded as any 
peculiar objeft of indulgence. For inftance, he 
has often boafted of receiving letters from Prefident 
Wafhington, with the word private wrote on the 
back of them, and a crofs drawn over the feal» 
After opening fuch a parcel,^* faid Mr. Hamilton, 
wliat do you think were the contents ? Dear 
Hamilton, put this into Jlyle for nic. Some 
fpcech or letter has been inclofed, which I wrote 
over again, fentit back, and then the old damned 
FOOL gave it away as his ovin** Mr. Hamilton 
is not fingular in ufing this ftyle to general Wadi- 
ington . After the fquabble between citizen Genet, 
John Jay, and Rufus King, the two latter fent a 
mofl: infulting letter to the Prefident. Randolph 
advifed him to refent it. He had once refolved 
to do fo J but altered his intention, from a jealoufy 
that the writers were in concert with Hamilton, 
froiji whom he could not determine to disjoin him- 
felf. Jay and King wanted to obtain a certificate, 
which Mr. JefFerfon had drawn up, relating to thd 
behaviour of citizen Genet. The Prefident aftuaU 
ly gave them the certificate, but it is thought that 
they found it not to their purpofe ; for it wasJ 
fupprefled. Jay and King alfo got back from 
the Prefident their impertinent letter ; of which, 
after cooling, they began to be afliamed. But a 
copy of it is in exiftence, and fbme hopes remain 
of its being obtained for publication. Thefe par- 
ticulars are derived from undoubted authority. 
They prove what was fo fully ftated in the Ameri- 
can Annual Regifter, that the federal party def- 
pifed the late Prefident ; that they took frequent 
opportunities of infulting him j and that they 
fumed the popularity of his name with no viW 
but to ferve their own ends. 

D da 
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To be the "prompter and prwmm mobile of the 
grcateft man in the world, might have flattered the 
vanity of a more difcrcct favourite than Mr. Ha- 
milton. To hear the Reprefcntatives, as in No- 
vember^ I794> difputc for three weeks upon, the 
wording of an aniwer to a fpeech of his own com- 
pofition, muft have been highly foothing to the felf- 
importance of the cx-fecrctary. But, as general 
^afhington had been, in the highcfl: fenfc of the 
word, his benefadlor, he ought to have concealed 
the imperfeAions of his friend. He has often com- 
pared his influence over the Prefident to that of the 
M'ind upon a weather cock, or of that over an au- 
tomaton, moved only by the hand which dircAs it. 
This ftyle was both imprudent and ungratefiiL His 
power was very great, but not entirely unbounded. 
He wanted to be fcnt to England as envoy to ne- 
gociate the treaty. The arguments of Randolph 
hindered the Prefident from giving his conient. 
That the pen of Mr. Hamilton has long affifted the 
Prefident is a ft:ory current in Europe as well as in 
America ; and that the fpeeches and letters of gene* 
ral Wafhington are extremely different firom his 
more early produftions is very well known. 

We fliall conclude thefe prefatory obfervations 
with an anecdote. During the late canvais for the 
election of a Prefident, Webftcr, in his Minerva, 
gave a hint, that Mr. Hamilton would be an advHk., 
able candidate. A perfbn in this city, who chanceA;? 
to fee this newfpaper, wrote immecUately to a ccnp- H 
rcljpondcnt in New- York. The letter defired him 
to put himfelf in Mr. Hamilton's way, and infiurm 
him that if Webfter fbould, in future, print a fin^ ' 
paragraph on that hea^d, the foUowbag papers were 
inftantly tobe laid before the MrorId« It is believed 
the meflagewas delivered to Mr. Hamilton, ibt 
the Minerva^ became filcnt. 
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(No. L) . 

JACOB CLINGMAN, being a clerk in nly employ* 
ment, (F. A. Muhlenberg) and becoming involved in a pro- 
fecution commenced agaiaft James Reynolds, by the 
Comptroller of the Treafury, on a charge or information exhi- 
bited before Hilary Baker, efq* one of the aldermen of this ci- 
ty, for fubornation of perjury, whereby they had obtained mo- 
ney from the treafury of., the United States, he (Clingman) 
applied to me, for my aid and friendfliip, on behalf of himfelf 
and Reynolds, to get them feleafed or difcharged from thepro- 
fecution. I promifSd, fo far as refpefted Clingman ; but, not 
being particularly acquainted with Reynolds, in a great mea- 
fure, declined fo far as refpefted him. In company with colo- 
nel Burr, I waited on colonel Hamilton for the purpofe, and 
particularly recommended Clingman, who had hitherto fuf- 
tained a good charafter. Colonel Hamilton fignified a wl'fli ta 
do all that was confiftent. Shortly after, I waited on the Comp- 
troller for the fame purpofe, whofeemed to have difficulties or> 
the fubjeft ; and, from fome information I had, in the mean 
time, received, I could not undertake to recommend Reynolds, 
as I verily believed him to be a rafc!!al, wliich words I made 
ufe of to the Comptroller. On a fecond interview with the ' 
Comptroller, on the fame fubjeft, the latter urged the propriety 
of Clingman's delivering up a certain lift of money due toin- 
dividuals, which Reynolds and Clingman were faid to have in 
their poflcffionj and of his informing him, of whom, and through 
whom, the fame was* obtained from the public offices s on 
doing which, Clirtgman's requeft might, perhaps^ be grimted 
with greater propriety. This, Clirlgman, I am informed, com- 
plied with, and alfo refunded the money or certificates, which 
they had improperly obtained from the treafury^ After which, 
I underftand the a£tion againft both was witfcdrawn, and Rey- 
nolds difcharged from imprifonment, without any farther inter- 
ference of mine whatever* 

During the time this bufinefs w^s thus depending, and which 
lafted upwards of three. Weeks, Clingman, a«^^^, frequently 
dropped hints to me, that Reynolds had it in his-power, very 
materially to injure the Secretary of the Treafury 'i and that 
Reynolds knew feveral very improper tranfadnons of his. I 
paid little or no attention to thofe hints ; but, when they were 
frequently repeated, and it was even added, that Reyndds faid^ 

E c 
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he' kr.d it in his przvsr to ban;; tks Scci'ffary of the Treaft4ry ; 
lh:;t was /Av/»A' coi:ccnied in fpecuhition \ that he' had fre- 
q • lent! V ad \ n need mjney to him, (Reynolds) ; and other inli- 
j-i- ^tio!i5 ot" :in improjKr nature, it created coiifidcrable uneafi- 
nti In mv mind, r.nd I conceived it my duty to confult with 
ivTvc •ri^iids on th'j fabiec^. — Mr. Monroe and 2vlr. Venable 
were i::fjrm?d of it yelterdav morning:. 

(Sig.-icctO ' F. A. MUHLENBERG. 



(1^0. II. J 

BEING informed ydlcrday, in the morning, that a perfon • 
of the name of Reynolds, from Virginia, Richmond, was con- 
lined in the jail, upon fomc criminal profecution reluti vc to cer- 
tificates, and that he had intimated, he would give fomc intel- 
ligence of fpeculations by Mr. Hamilton, which (hould be < 
known, we immediately c;:lled on him, as v/ell to be informed 
of the fituation of the man, as of thofe other matters, in which 
the public might be interefted. We found it was not the per- 
fon, we had been taught to believe, but a man of that nams ; 
from New- York, and who had, for fomc time paft, refided in J 
this city. Being there, however, we queftio:icd him rcfpefting 1 
the other pajTticular ; he informed us, that he could give infor- ■ 
matlon of the mifconduc^, in that rtfpe^t, of a perfon high in J 
office, but muft decline it, for the prefcnt, and until relieved, 
which was promifed him that evening : that at ten to-day, he , 
would give us a detail of whatever he knew on the fubjeft. 
He affirmed, he had a perfon, high in office, in his power, and 
had had, a long time part. I'hat he had written to hiHi, in 
terms fo abufive, that no perfon fliould have fubmitted toit,^^' 
but that he dared not to refent it. That Mr. Wolcot watj| 
in the fame department, and, he fuppofed, under his influence™ 
or controul ; and, in fact, expreffed himfclf in fuch a maiuxr, j| 
as to leave no doubt, he meant Mr. Hamilton. Thathecx- t| 
peftevi to be releafed by Mr. Wolcot, at the inftance of dttt j 
perfon, although he believed, that Mr. Wolcot, in inftitutinff j 
the profecution, had no improper -defign ; that he was (atisfiea, J 
the profecution was fet on foot, only to keep him low, and I 
opprefs him, and ultimately drive him away ; that he had bad, j 
fuice his refidence here, for eighteen months, many private j 
meetings with that perfon, who had often promifed to put Wm,i 
into employment, but had difappoi:itcd him ; that on hearing J 
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the profccution was. com n:c need againft him, he applied to this 
pcrfon for counlcl, v/ho adviild him to keep out of the way, 
for a few days ; that a merchant cam.e to him, and offered, as 
a voluiKcer, to be his bail,who, lie fiifpedted, had been inftigatcd 
by this perfc^a ; anJ, after being decoyed to the place, the mer- 
chant v.-ilhbd to carry him [/(?], he rcfuf^d biiing his bail, unlefs 
he would depofit fum of nwiiiey, to fume confiderablc amount, 
which he could not uo, and was, in corilcqucnce, committed 
to prifon. As well as wc remember, he gave, as a reafon, 
why lie could not communicate to us, what he knew of the 
rlids allud'jd to, that he was apprehenfive, it might prevent 
his difcharge ; but that he would certainly communicate the 
whole to us, at ten this morning : at which time, we were 
iafornied, he had abfconded, or concealed himfelf. 

(Sign.-d,) JAMES MONROE, 

ABRAHAM ^ENABLE. 



• {No. III.) 

BEING defirouSj on account of their equivocal complexion, 
to examine into the fuggeftioas wluch had been made us, ref- 
pedling the" motive for the confinement and propofed enlarge- 
ment of James Reynolds, from the jail of this city, and incli- 
ned to fuipcdt, for the fame reafon, that^ unlefs it were immedi- 
ately done, the opportunity would be loft, as we were taught 
to fuf^ject he would leave the place, immediately riftcr his dif- 
charge, we called at his houfe, laft night, for thai pur{;ofe; wc 
found Mrs. R.eynolds alone. It was, with difficulty, vr: ob- 
tained from her, any information on the fubjecl ; but at Icngdi 
fhe communicated to us the following particulars. 

That lince colo:iel Hamilton was Secretary of the Treafu- 
ry, and at his requcft, fie bad burned a confiderable 7iumber of 
Liters from him to her htfjbandy and in the abfence of the latter, 
toucr.ing bufinefs between them, to prevent their being made 
public. She alfo mentioned, that»Mr. Clingman had feveral 
anonymous notes addrefled to her hufband, which, fhe bclieved> 
were tVom Mr. Hahiilton (which we have) with an endorfe- 
ment from fecrctary Hamilton, cfq." in Mr. Reynolds's hand 
writing ; that Mr. Hamilton olrered her his affiftance to go 
to ijer fiiends, which he advifrd^ that he alfo advifed, that hgp 
hufband iliould leave the part?, not to be feen here again; and 
in v/hich cafe, h^ would i^ivc fomstbing clever. ThsLt fhe wa? 
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fatisfied, this wifli for his departure did not proceed from friend- 
fliip to him, but on account of his threat, that he could tell 
fomcthing that would make fome of the heads of departments 
tremble. That Mr. Wadfworth had been aiftive in her be- 
half; flrft at her requcft, but, in her. opinion, with the know- 
ledge and communication of Mr. Hamilton, whofe friend he 
profeffed to be j that he bad been at her houfe yefterday, and 
mentioned to her, that two gentlemen of Congrefs had been at 
the jail, to confer with her hulbandj enquired, if fhe knew 
what they went for ; obfervcd, he knew Mr. Hamilton had . 
cnemies,who would try. tof rove fome fpeculations on him, but 
when cnquire4 into, he would be found immaculate i to wtucfa 
flie replied, ftie rather doubted it. 

We faw, in her pofl'effion, two notes ; one in the name of 
Alexander Hamilton, of the 6th of December, and theothe^ 
figned " J. W." purporting to have been written yeflferday ; 
both exprcffing a defirc to relieve her. 

She denied any recent communication with Mr. Hamilton) 
or that {he had received any money from him to-day. 

^Signed,) F. A. MUHLENBERG. 

JAMES MONROE. 
ABRAHAM VENABLE, 

(No. IV.) 

Philadelphia^ lyh December^ J702-. 

JACOB CLINGM AN has been engaged in feme ligo- 
ciations with Mr. James Reynolds, the perfon, who has latent 
ly beendifchargcd from a prolecution inftituted againft him, by 
idle Comptroller of the Tieafury. 

That his acquaintance commenced in September, 17914.5 
that a mutual confidence and intimacy exifted between dienia'^ 
that in January or February laft, he faw colonel HamUtoij!/ 
at the houfe of Reynolds. Immediately on his going into thp 
houfe, colonel Hamilton retired. That in a few days aflw^ 
he (Clingman) was at Mr. Reynolds's houfe, with Mrs. Rey- 
nolds, her hufband being then out ; fome perfon kaocked 4t m 
door ; he arofe and opened it, and faw that it was colonel Har 
milten. Mrs. Reynolds went to the door 5 he delivered a pa-r 
per to her, and Taid, he was ordered to give Mr. Reynddf 
that, He alked Mrs. Reynolds who could prder the Secretary, 
of the Treafury of the United States to give that ? She replicol 
^hat flie fuppofed, he did not want to be ^i\o\irn. This happened 
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in the night. He aflced her, how long Mr. Reynolds had been 
acquainted with coFonel Hamilton ? She replied, fome months ; 
thatc®lonel Hamilton had affifted her hufband ; that fomQtime 
before that, he had received upwards of eleven hundred dollars, 
of colonel Hamilton. Sometime after this, Clingman was 
at the houfe of Reynolds, and faw colonel Hamilton; he retired 
and left him there. 

A little after Duer's failure, Reynolds told Clingman, in 
confidence, that if Duer had held up, three days longer, he 
Ihould have made fifteen hundred pounds, by the afliftance of 
colonel Hamilton; that colonel Hamilton had informed 
him, that he, was conneSied with Duer, Mr. Reynolds alfo 
faid, that colonel Hamilton had made thirty thou/and dollars 
by fpeculation ; that'colonel Hamilton had fupplied him with 
money to fpeculate. That, about June laft, Reynolds told 
Clingman, that he had applied to colonel Hamilton for money 
to fubfcribe to the turnpike-road at Lancafler, and had received 
a note from him, in thefe words, " It is utterly out of my pow- 
er, I affure you, upon my honour, to comply with your re- 
" queft. Your note is returned;" which original note, ac- 
companying this, has been in Clingman's pofleflion ever 
lince, Mr. Reynolds has once or twice mentioned to Cling- 
man, that he had it in his power to hang colonel Hamilton ; 
that if he wanted money, he was obliged to let him have it. 
That he (Clingman) has occafionally lent money to Reynolds 
who always told him, that he could always get it from colo- 
nel Hamilton, to repay it ; that, on one occafion, Clingman 
lent him two hundred dollars ; that Reynolds promifed to pay 
him, through the means of colonel Hamilton ; that he went 
with hini, faw him go into colonel Hamilton's ; that, after he 
came out, he paid him one hundred dollars, which, he faid, was 
part of the fum, he had got; and paid the balance, in a few 
days; the latter fum paid was^faid to have been received from 
colonel Hamilton, after his return from Jerfey, having made a 
vifit to the manufa&ilring fociety there. 

After a warrant was imied againft Reynolds, upon a late 
profecution, which was inftituted againft him, Clingman, fee- 
" ing Reynolds, afked him, why he did not apply to his friend 
colonel Hamilton ? He faid, he would go immediately, an<t 
went accordingly. He faid afterwards, that colonel Hamilton 
^kdvifed him to keep out of the way, a few days, and the mat- 
ter would be fettled. That after this time, Henry Seckcl, 
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\.- ..' ! I p-.ul i-.lKivil to hi> hail, if ho would go 

\ i . :^ .' ':. IL: vL.'':i (jilicc, where he ha J \ci't thj ollictr, 
V.'.. ' : w-irjii;: in wriiiiig ; th:it he prcviiiled 0:1 Rey- 
1: "i" ■ • \ !■: ! lii.r. Tivdi after Reynolds was tak'jn 111:3 
c..:.'....; / .'v.! uraf.il to become his bail, unlcis he would ' 
t,. : ... j;!.. i prontrty 10 the value of tour hundred 

J - ; \:;-^:\ \:'..'.^h. li^yniAds wrote to colonel Hamilton, 

: .1 .}.. ..vi.-l led the note. i\ ft er two or three times 
V . i\: \.:w Lr]r:vA Hjir.iltoR. Cclond Hair.ihoa fiiidjhs ^ 
r.'... aLv.ivliis jii'J I lis fatli'.r ; that his nithcr was a good 
\ . i.. w:;r ; th.il was :;11 hv could fay; that it v.'as .. 

:.. . re .. l: to .lO.'M him ; in coiiilouence of which, Seckd 

■.- i.i> bull, ur.d i'lcy::j!->i-' was imprifoned. Mr. ; 
I.-.; l-t-d CO -Mr. Friincis, v/:;o is one cf the clerks ■ 
. iK;;:"i.ny il.*oi.r:iin.i:: ; he f::iJ, he C3iild not do ar.y 
i , ll.j »..»:.!l-i.c ('f CuIjijcI Haiiuiton; that h? 

.■ . : : /; ".y h:.' ;. lie ;*; ;.!i--d to _Mr. K:iniiit;»n, who told 
'. li ^.l^:Io::: i ii' he cid, he mull leave 

V. ;.y I'-i-.i ir^i i.pply to cclor.jl ilauiiUo:! to difiLifs 
. , ; , ; - . ■■■».i:.y rjucly to I'e lefap.d^d, that ;va3 ^ecciv- 
. . . : ; ^. I. ; li' {\\:.\ ihj hut! :i.^;.:;jd to him, iVAil he hadleiit 
; . \ » ': . .'»>I;.ol : ui:i- iiiiL-ele.: her ::jt L:> l^*:: Tvlr. Wolcot 
i. ■■ , i!.. I \i: I:, d ic.'ii- h.T tlyjre. No:wii!:lla:iding this in- ' 

i".>, :Mr. W'ulejt kr.c.'/, by whom Ihc had 

• V. ;;r.;n-;i:\\[ to be rurprif.d at the information, bat 

i: -...liil.! K\.t \;l:i.L hr could for h.r, :iiy.i would confult 
..... [ ...;..i'.:oi: ihe occ;.rH>n. Coloi;el Hamilton ad v if jd 
; ... i j.eiioi.s of reii;c»I:^.u'l/ility, to intercede for hsr ; 

i--- ■ ;:A.i:ivip.^vi Mr. i\ii;hlLiibLri^. 1 

. L..::;!::iieii U) be k^pr in cullody, for fome time, ;J 
liiiicj C]i:i-:;ian h.:d conveiiijtion witli.Mr^ '1 
\ .Mj \. :k. ;:; ii :k- v.'i-i::d L^'lve ;ip a lill of fildicr's cldnis, 
Ik- lic -'Irvniid i».J/:.f->.l. After this^ Airs. Rey- 
:. ! ill..-. 'v"il:.;/ri;..!:; thiif ccioiiel Hamilton had told hisr, 
l i-i v.'i.:.: t ;i 1^.;, id \v;ii-j :i l-.iter to Mr. V/olcot, and" a . 
I !i, i.i i'..:..e 10 Iji.i.f.ii, jwininng to give up the lift, 
. ..v; : y wlach had b ten obtained on a certificate^ 

"v . . i V ! . i I J e. I . . . : . : ; .'. Lo 1:.: v beci 1 1 : :>fkroperl y ob ta ine J . Cliiig- 
i.i.'ii . .i.^ u . 1v'\:u;!j::, f,^r IjtU'?s thjt hjr huiband 
h/J i^c.i'....; c>.:-.::l1 H:;nr.:lu-:i5 from ti:nc: to time, as he 
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might probably ufe theqi to obtain her hulbnml\^. . K'oc rty. 
She replied, that colonel Hamilton had rcqncUcd her i) hi:r:i 
all the htters^ that were in his hand-nn-i::.: -^ or i!:r.t k.::ihii 
TiCjme to them; which (lie had don J. He preiled her to exa- 
mine again, as flie might not Ikivc dellrov'.vl the ^vh^^K'5 anJ 
they would be ufeful. She cxamijied, .and found t^.vo or thre.? 
notes, without any name, which r.r-: her::vi:b j:ih:Kitt2,^^ and 
which, flie faid, were notes From colonel H:'.miUon. 

Mrs. Reynolds told Cliiigman, that luiviivr hcaiil, that h^x 
hufl):md's father was, in the late war, a convir.iiiar/ iinJcr thj 
direction of colonel Wadfworth, fne waited on him, to '^ct I-.ini 
to intercede for her hufband's difcharge. f ie told her, Iij \\\y.i\:\ 
give her his alTiftance, and faid, *^ now you have madj :ne you^- 

friend, you mutt apply to no perfon eh':." Thv^.t 0:1 S':;idny 
evening, Clingman v/ent to the houfe of Ivcyiioitj>, an..! found 
colonel \V adfwortii there. He was introduced to colon: I W adf- 
worth, by Mrs. Reynolds. Colonel Wadfv/orth zA\ liim, 
he had feen Mr. Wolcot 9 that Mr. Wolcoc would do au/ 
thing for him, (Clingman), and Reynolds's fan:! ly, ih. th; 
could ; that he had called on colonel Hamilton, buc h?d noc 
feen him ; that he might tell him, Mr. Muhlenberg, cliat a 
friend of his (Clingman's) had told him, that colonel Wadf- 
worth was a countryman and fchoolm.ate cf ?/Ir. Ingcrlbll, and 
that colonel Wadfworth was alfo intimate v/ith tlie governor, 
and that the governor v/ould do almofc any thing, to oldigc: 
him ; that his name muft not be mentioned to 3/1 r. M uhlenl-er^^, 
as telling him tlus; but that, if Mr. Muhlenberg could b - 
brought to fpeak to him firtt, on the fubjo£l:, ac v/ould then d j 
any thing in his power, for them ; and told him not toi'peah 
to. him, if he Ihould meet him in tlie ftrect ; and fuiJ, if his 
name was mentioned, that he would do nothing. '1 hac on 
Wednefday, Clingman faw colonel W adfworth, at Reynolds'^ 
houfe; he did not find her at home, but left a note ; but, o!i 
going out, he met her, and faid, he had feca every body, anu 
do/ic every thing, 

Mrs. Reynolds told Clingman, that flic had received money 
from colonel Hamilton, fmce her hufband's confine I'ljtint, enclo- 
fed in a note, which note £he had burred. 

After Reynolds was difcharged, ( whicli was eight or nin^ 
o'clock on Wednesday evening) ; ubout twelve o'clock ac 
night, Mr. Reynolds fent a letter to colonel Haniikou by a 
girl ; which letter, Clin^^man I'.iw delivered to the giji. 
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Reynolds followed the girl, and Clingman followed him. He 
faw the girl go into colonel Hamilton's houfe. Clingman then 
joined Reynolds, and they walked back and forward in the 
Iheet, until the ^\rl returned, and informed Reynolds, that he 
*:€ed net go cut of town that nighty but call on him early in the 
morning. In the morninc, between feven and eight o'clock, 
he faw Reynolds go to colonel Hamilton's houfe, and go in. 
He has not fcen him fince, and fuppofes, he is gone out of 
tomi. 

Mr. Clingman further adds, that fometime ago he was in- 
formed by Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, that he had books contain' 
ing the mnount of the cajh due to the Virginia line at his own 
houfe at New -Tor with liberty to cepy^ and were obtain- 
ed through Mr. Duer. 

The above contains the truth, to the beftof my knowledge 
and recolleftion, and to which I am ready to make oath. 

Given under my hand this 13th December, 1792. 

( Signed,) JACOB CLINGMAN. 



(No. V.J 

Philadelphia^ i$th December y lygz* 
Mr. Clingman informs us, that Mr. Reynolds retiuned to 
town, on Thurfday night, and told him, he had written him a let- 
ter which he then had ; not having bad an opportdnity to fend 
it to him, and which he then tore; part of which was thrown m* 
to the fire. Other parts he prefented to us, and which we «>W 
have. . 

That Reynolds, at the fame time>told him, he had been re- 
ceivcd by Mr. Hamilton, the morning of that day, when they . 
parted, about funrifc. That he was extremely agitated, wtf/l- 
ing backward and forward the room^ and flriking^ alternatelfi . 
his forehead a fid his thigh \ obferving to himj that he haiiu* ' 
7nies at worky but was willing to meet them, on fair gromd^ 
and requejled him not to flay long^ leji it might be noticed. 

Mr. Clingman alfo informs us, that he received a note from 
Mr. Wolcot, to meet him, on Friday morning, at half paft nine 
(which note v/c have). That he attended, and had an inter- 
view with him, in prefence of Mr. Hamilton ; when he was 
ftriftly examined by both, refpedting the perfons, who were en- 
quiring into the matter, and ,thcir objed ; that he told Mr. 
•H^nilton, he had been poflefled of his notes to Reynolds, and 
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had given them up to thefe gentlemen : apd to whidi, he re^ 
plied, he had done very wrong. That he alfo told Mr. Ha- 
milton of the letter he had received from Reynolds, fince his 
enlargement, mentioning that he (Mr. Hamilton) would make 
Francis fwear back what he had faid ; and to which Mr. Ha- 
milton replied, he would make him unfay any falfity he had 
declared. 

Mr. Hamilton faid, Reynolds was a villain, arafcal, and he . 
fuppoied, would fwear to anv thing. 

Mr. Wolcot faid, that unlefs Clingman ufed the fan^e can- 
dour to him, that he had done to Clingman, he ihould not con- 
fidcr himfelf bound. 

Mr. Hamilton wanted to know, yfhzt membprs of Congrefs 
were concerned in the enquiry, and defired him to go into the 
gallery, where he would ice them, and, enquire their names of 
the byftanders. 

Mr. Hamilton obfervcd, he had had ibme tranfaflion with 
Reynolds, which he had before mentioned, as well as Clingman 
remembers, to Mr. Wolcot, and need flot go into detail. 

Clingman alfo informs us, that Reynolds told him, fince his 
enlargement, that when he was aSout tofet out to Virginia, on ' 
his laft trip to buy up cafh-claims of the Virginia line, he told 
Mr. Hamilton, that Hopkins would not pay upon thofe pow- 
■ ers of attorney ; and to which he, (Mr. Hamilton) replied^ he 
would write to Hopkins, on the fubjefl:. 

i6tL Laft night we waited on colonel Hamilton, when he 
informed us of a particular conne£iion with Mrs. Reynolds : 
the period of its commencement, and circumftances attending 
it ; his vifitingher at Infkeep's ; the frequent fupplies of mo- 
ney to her and her hufband, on that account ; his durefs by them 
from the fear of a difclofure, and his anxiety to be relieved from 
it and them. To fupport this, he (hewed a great num&r of 
letters from Reynolds asd herfelf, commencing^ early in 1791. 
He acknowledged all the letters in a difguifed handj in our 
pojfejffiony to be his. We left him under an impreffion, our 
fiifpicions were removed. He acknowledged our conduct to- 
ward him had been fair and liberal : he could not complain of 
it. We brought back all the papers, even his own notes, nor 
did he afk their deftru£tion. 

He faid, the difmiffion pf tht profecution againft the parties, 
Reynolds and Clingman, had been in confiderittioti of a furren- 
^r of a lift of pay improperly obtained from his offie^ and by 

F f 
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means of a perfon, who had it not in his power now to injure 
the department, intimating he meant Duer : that he obtained 
this information from Reynolds; owned that he had received 
a note from Reynolds in die night, at the time ftated in Mr. 
Clingman's paper, and that he had likewife feen him in the 
morning following: laid, he never had feen Reynolds be- 
fore he came to this place ; and that the ftatement in Mr. 
Clingman's paper, in that refpeft, was corre<ft. 

(Signed,) JAMES MONROE. 

ABRAHAM VENABLE- 
F. A. MUHLENBERG. 



January 2^, 1793. Mr. Clineman called on me, this even- 
ing, and mentioned, that he had ocen apprifed of Mr. Hariiil- 
ton*s vindication, by Mr. Wdlcott, a day of two after our in- 
interview with him. He farther obferved to me, that he com- 
municated the fame to Mrs. Reynolds, who appeared much 
flocked at ity and ivept immoderately. That fee denied the 
imputation, and declared, that it had been a fabrication of colpnel 
Hamilton, and that her hufband had joined in it, u)h» had told 
her fo^ and that he had given him receipts for money and writ- 
ten letters, lb as to give countenance to the pretence. That 
he was with colonel Hamilton, the day after he left tbejai'J, 
when we fuppofed he was in Jerfey. He was of cpinion flic 
was innocent, and that the defence was an impofrtion. 

(Signed,) JAMES MONROE. 

(No. VI.) 

Letters from colonel Hamilton to James 
Reynolds, referred to in No. IIL 
Endorfement on the parcel, in the hand-writing, 
of Reynolds • From Secortary Hamilton, efq.*** 

To-morrow what is requefled tvill be done. TwiU 
hardly be pojfihle to day. 

{^This card has neither date nor addrefs. It is in 
a kind of charafter, half print, half manufcript* It 
was admitted as his own by the fecretary.] ^ 

• The loofe paper on which thefe words are written^ is itfclf 
fart Qli/om deftroycd letter from Mr* Hamiltony for it has on the op< 
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// is utterly out of my power I ajjure you^ pon* 
my honour^ to comply withyoux' requejl. Tour note 
is returned. 

[This is the card referred to in No. IV. being th^ 
anfWer to a requeft from Reynolds, of money to fub- 
fcribe for the Lancafter turnpike. It has neither 
date nor addrefs ; but muft have been written about 
the month of June, 1792. On what ground could 
Reynolds pretend to make fuch applications to a 
perfon fo far above his rank ? The gentle tone of 
the refufal, alfo, deferves notice. It exprefsly im- 
plies a high degree of previous intimacy. The 
fimple aflurance of inability was not enough. Mr* 
Hamilton declares pon his honour, that it is not 
merely of his power ^ but utterly, &c. How 
generous ! How magnanimous this language of the 
cx-fecretary ! efpecially when he wrote to a being 
who was in the habit of threatening to bring him 
to difgi'ace. If theftatement of Mrt Hamilton, as 
to Mrs. Reynolds, had been true, fhe muft have coft 
him, in whole, a fmart fum. In No. IV. fhe faysV 
that herhufband had, fbmetime before, " received 

upwards of eleven hundred dollars of colonel 
'^Hamilton.*' A fhare in the Lancafter turnpike 
coft three hundred dollars ; and though, in this re- 
queft, Reynolds did not fucceed, yet fo extenfive a 
fcale of application ftiews, that he had been in the 
habit of receiving, or at leaft of expefting, to a con- 
fiderable amount. In the fame number it appears, 
that Clingman was almoft an eye witnefs to the re- 
ceipt, by Reynolds, of a large fum from Mr. Hamil- 
ton. No. IV. alfo, fliews, that Mrs. Reynolds, du- 
ring the confinement of her hufband, received mo- 
ney from our fecretaryj and in No. III. when Mr.. 



pofite iidei in his undifguifed hand- writings this addrcfs>.as the back 
•fa letter: « Me. James Reynolds^" 
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Ham'ilton wanted to get rid of thcfc people, he bf- 
fcrcd, if they would leave tkeje parts ^ not to be jecft 
here again^ to give something clever. By the 
way, this was not the language of a lover. If the 
colonel was tired he might have quitted the lady 
with Icfs cercmoDy . We proceed to the third card%J 

InclefedarefUTY dollars. They could not befent : 
fooner. 

AddreflTed on the back, Mr. James Reyndlds. 

[This letter has neither date, nor fubfcription ; 
and is in the feigned hand of the two former. The 
addrefs is in a counterfeit hand, of a difFereiit kind ; 
but refembling that of the JecretaryJ] 

My Dear Sir^ 

I expctled to home heared the dcy after I had the 
pleajure of feeing you. 

[This is in Mr. Hamilton's common hand. It has 
no date or fignaturc. The addrcls, if it had any, 
has been torn away.] 

The per/on Mr. Reynolds enquired for on Friday y ■ 

WAITED FOR HIM ALL THE EVENING, at his flOufi^ 

from a little after /even — Mr. R. may fee him at anf 
tinie to-day^ or to-morrow^ between the hours of tw^ 
end three. 

Mr. Reynolds • Monday. 
[The above, and its addrefs, are in the feigned 
hand. So much correfpondence could tiQt refer ex-j 
clufivcly to wenching. No man of common fenfp 
will believe that it did. Hence it muft have im-. 
plicated fome connexion ftill more diflionourablfci 
in Mr. Hamilton's eyes, than that of incontinency^. 
Reynolds and his wife affirm that it refpefted cer* 
tificate £peculations. The folicitude of Mr. 
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milton to get thefe people out of the way, is quite 
coi^tradiftory to an amorous attachment for Mrs, 
Reynolds, and befpeaks her innocence in the clear- 
eft ftile. The following is the torn letter refer- 
red to, in the beginning of No, V;. It is in the fame 
hand writing with the indorftment above quoted 
on the parcel of letters, and merits particular atten- 
tion.] 

Thurfday, one o'clock^ 13th December, 1791*. 
My drar M- CtiN«MAw, 

I hope I have not forfeited your friendJJiip^ thelajl 

ntghfs converfation^ dont think any thing of it ^ for I 

ivas not myfelf I know I have treated ******** 

friend illy and too well I am convinfed [Here about 

three lines are torn out. J to have fatisfadion front 

HIM at all events y and you onely I trufl too. I will 

SER YOU THIS EVENING. He HAS OFFERED TO 
FURNISH ME AND Mrs. REYNOLDS WITH MONEY 

TO CARRY US OFF . If I Will gOy he will fee that Mrs. 
Reynolds has m<xney to follow fne^ and as for Mr. 
Francis y he fas he will make kim fwear back what he 
has faidy and will turn him out of office^* This is all I 
can Jay till I fee you • 

/ am^ dear Clingman^ believe me^ forever your 
fincere friend^ 

JAMES RErmiDS. 

Mr. Jacob Clingman. 

Here the ftory comes to a crifis. t Reynolds, a 
jnan of a bad charader, and dependent - circum- 
ftances,had been caft into jail for an offence of a very 
deep dye, and which, as it appears, could have been 
fixed upon him. Inftead of comporting himfelf with 

* Reynolds got out of ^fon^ on Wednefday evenings the i2t& 
of December. See No. vh, 

f The Secretary kept his word. The perfon here meant was dtf> 
charged &om the treaiuiy ofioe. 
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that humility faitable to a fituation apparently fo deC* 
perate, he (peaks of nothing elfe but ruining and 
hanging Mr. Hamilton, who, the Prefident ex- 
ccptcd,was the moft powerful and dangerous enemy 
that he ceroid have met with on the whole continent. 
This was not, certainly, an obvious way to get out 
of prifon. He had been profecuted by the Comptrol- 
ler, Mr. Wolcot, with whom he found no blame ; 
but be affirmed, that it was a fcheme of thie fecre- 
tary to keep him loWj and drive him away. Even ad- 
mitting that his wife was the favourite of Mr. Ha- 
milton, for which there appears no evidence but 
the word of the fccretary, this conduft would have 
been eminently foolifti. Mr. Hamilton had only 
to fay, that he was fick of his amour, and the influ- 
ence and hopes of Reynolds at once vanifhed. Our 
(ecretary was far above the reach of his revenge. 
Tlie accufation of an illicit amour, though founded 
in notes louder than the laft trumpet, could not 
liavc defamed the conjugal fidelity of Mr. Hamil- 
ton. It would only have been holding a farthing 
candle to the Jun. On that point, the world had pre- 
vioufly fixed its opinion. In the fecretary's bucket, 
of chaftity, a drop more or lefs was not to be per- 
ceived. If Reynolds had no claim to regard but in 
one of the capacities of Mercury, his accufations 
and his threats were more than folly. They were 
lynonimous to lunacy. 

Grounding merely on the procuring fyftcm, the 
forbearance of Mr. Hamilton is equally inexpUc^r 
We. The natural temper of our fecretary, wber^ 
lie ventures to exert it, is vindiftive and furious*, 
c ombining " that unufual mixture of quick fcrod- 

ty and unrelenting vengeance,*' which Mr. Hume 
has} marked out as a peculiarity in the charafter o£ 



♦ Sec Findlcy and Brackcnridgc, fffSm* 
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Charles the ninth*. That fuch a man;^ or indeed 
that any man (hould tamely endure this treatment 
is in itfelf highly incredible. No tranfient attach- 
ment, fuch as that which the fecretary alledged that 
he had, could have been put in the balance againft 
his official charafter ; and from the time that Mr. 
Monroe and the other gentlemen faw Reynolds, his 
reputation was evidently at ftake. 

In No. V. Clingman fays, that he received a note 
from Mr. Wolcot to call on him. It is in thefe 
words. 

Mr. IVolcott will be glad to fee Mr. Clingman to^ 
morrow^ at half after nine clock. 
* Thurfday. 

At this meeting, Clingman fays that he was ftriftly 
cxamined^by Meflrs. Wolcot and Hamilton, refpcc- 
ting the perfons Who were enquiring into the matter, 
and their objeft. If everything was found at bot- 
tom Mr. Hamilton, might have held fuch perfons 

* The feelings of Mr. Hamilton may be cftimated by the tone 
of the hireling writers of his party ; and (hew how little quarter he 
or they are entitled to. William Cobbett, in hisCenfor for March 
1 797, defcribes Mr. Monroe as " a traitor, who has bartered the ho- 

nour and intercft of his country^ to a perfidious and favage enemy." 
MclTrs. Muhlenberg, Jefferfon, Sw^nwick, Giles, Madifon, Gallatin, 
Mr. Tench Coxe, and others, are all i^oken of in the fame fcurri* 
lous way, without the leaft regard to truth or decency. What could 
ail this writer at Dr. Ru(h ? That gentleman has long (ince quitted 
politicsy and his philofophical works are better known and more 
highly refpc^led in £urope, than thpfe of any writer whom the new 
world has produced. Franklin or Jefferfon's notes excepted. 

This man does not write at random . His enemies laughed at hint . 
for boafting of intimacy wit]i fome of the firft charadlersin this coun- 
try* He fpoke only trutbf Not long fince, Mr. Lifton, the Bri- 
tiOi ambalFador, came <loyn North Second-ftreet, pad by the door 
of his (tore, looked care^Hy around him, as if to fee whether he 
was obferved, then turned back, and went in. Two days after he 
was in the fame ftore: and, no doubt his excellency derives muck 
ioiprovemeht from this elegant and dignifijodconneAioo* 
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•ancrfuch enquiries in defiance. The following 
letter, the laft in the order of thefc pieces, is from 
Mr. Hamilton himfelf. 



Pbiladelpbtay December y 1792» 

Geralemtn^ 

ON refledloni I deem it advifcablc for me to have copies rf 
the feveral papers which you communicated to me in our in- 
terview on Saturday evening, including die notes, and the frag- 
ment of Mr. Reynold's letter to Mr. Clingman. I therefore 
requeft that you will cither caufe copies of thefe papers to be 
furni(hed to me, taken by the perfon in whofe hand writing the 
declarations which you fhewed to me were, or will let me have 
the papers themfelves to be copied. It is alfo my wift, that 
all fuch papers as are original, may be detained from the par- 
tics of whom they were had, to put it out of their power to 
repeat the abufe of them in fituations which may deprive me of 
the advantage of explanation. ConAdering of how abomina« 
blc an attempt they have been the inftruments, I truft you 
will feel no fcruples about this detention. 

With confideration, 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen. 

Your obedient fervant, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

F. Juguftui Afughienberghjl 

yanies %I»nr9e^ and > Efquires. 

Abraham Fenable^ J 

Addrefled on the back thus. Frederick 
Mughlenbergh^ eJquireJ* 

The above letter, clofes the coUeAion of papers . 
^ regarding this affair of Reynolds. It only remains^ 
to make fome obfervations j and thefe demand a 
letroipeft. 

If we confider the magnitude of the objeft be^ 
fore them, it was highly commendable in the gen- 
tlemen concerned in thefe enquiries to trace the 
matter as clofely as they did. The funding of ccp-^ 
tificates to the extent of perhaps thirty, or thirty- 
five millions of dollars, at eight times the priee 
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which the holders had aftually paid for them, pre* 
fcnts, in itfelfj one of the moll egregious, the moft 
impudent, the moft opprefllve, and^the moft provo- 
king bubbles that ever burlefqued the legiflative 
proceedings of any nation. The debt that could 
have been difcharged for ten or fifteenr^xnillions of 
dollars, was funded at forty millions. . / 

But ars the univerfal fufpicion and hatred "which 
the formation of this mafs had excited, might, atfome 
future period, endanger its exiftence, the aflump- 
tion aft, was brought forward. This lawincj^i>^ 
porated into the former ftock thole debts contrac- 
ted by individual ftatcs during the war. Hence each 
of them became, for its own fake, interefted in the 
fupport of public credit which implicated a rid- 
dance of the debt efpecially due by itfelf. Thus 
the certificate funds were infeparably embodied 
with a powerful and popular ally, under the 
Ihelter of whofe reputation they might hope for 
fome degree of longevity. This artful mcafur^ 
was pufhed through Congrels by the fame party, 
; Who funded the half-crown certificates at twenty 
fhillings. But, even in this projeft, it is entertaining 
to notice the blindnels and precipitation of cbnfci- 
ous guilt. The paper-jobbing juntp were in fuch 
a hurry to flicker their {peculations under the wings 
of the above aflumption law, that they afted the 
meafurc in the moft profligate or bungling manner 
which can be imagined. Take notice ! They pled- 
ged the public faith for twenty-two millions of dol- 
lars, inftead of eleven millions* j for, the latterlum 

«* * The accounts of the onion with the Individual ftates might 
« have been placed in the fame relative fituation in which they now 
•« Hand, by afluming eleven miUions, inftead of twenty-two. The 
" additional and unnecejjary debt, created by that fatal meafure, 
*' anKMints, theiefore^ to ten millions eight hundred and eighty'thret 
<« thou/ands fix hundred and twinty-eigbt dJkrSi and Jify-fif^t cewfh'l 
Gallatin, p, 1 07. 
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would have fettled the claims, if a reafbnable de- 
gree of time, of judgment, or of method had been 
employed upon it. This work was the very pin- 
nacle of ftupidity, or knavery, orprobably of both. 
Suppofe that you lee a man go into a ftore^ and buy 
ten fliillings worth of linen. He receives the cloth, 
flings down a guinea, and runs away without wai- 
ting for his change. You will infer that he is ei- 
ther circulcating falfe money, or has deferted from 
bedlam. Yet fuch is precisely the profile view of 
this aflumption aft. It is natural that Dr. Smith 
Ihouldbe fond of calling Americans the moft intel- 
ligent of mankind, when his party have made them 
fuch egregious dupes. Thus, the founder of fomc 
new feft in religion, while cramming the cars of 
his difciples with vifions and miracles, aflures them 
that they are the chofen people. In both inftan- 
ces the encomiaft holds in his eye the very fame ob- 
jeft. As for the ftate of public information, it is 
likely that not more than one-tenth part of our ci- 
tizens recoUeft or have heard any thing of the tfr 
fumption aft. Not one out of five thoufand people 
is acquainted with this blading blunder, about die 
eleven millions being funded at twenty-two. 

This is a profile view of the affumption aft. Bat 
when we look ftraight into its face, fraud, anarchy, 
and rebellion, are feen indelibly engraved on ifi 
forehead* Witnefs the debates of laft winter in 
Coiigrefs, about the balance due from New-York to 
the union! A {park a thoufand times finaller, hsS| 
before now, involved half the world in conflagrar 
tion. This aft is like an ulcer in the midriff of Ame- 
rican tranquillity. To paint its poflible effefts 
would require the eloquence of Milton defcribing 
the congrefs of Death and Sin. 

The bank of the United States was another but- 
Ircfs raifed to prop the rampart of corruption. 



This inftitution, and tlieirrefiftible influence which 
it draws after it, aflford a ftriking evidence of the da- 
ring and pro£bi]|nd genius of* its autjijor. By what 
claufe of the conftitution Congrefs. thought them-» 
felves j?.citborifed to turn banker3, they have not 
yet informed the public. From any thing which 
appears on the face of that inftrument, they 
had HO more warrant for erefting banks than 
for ercdling pyramids. Their plea, that the 
inftitution was to be of national benefit, does not 
form a proper apology. It would have b«en bet- 
ter to tell the real motive, which was, that the lea- 
ders of a majority in Congrefs expeftedthe fcheme 
to iflTue in perfonal advantage to thcmfelves. The 
report of Mr. Hamilton to Copgrefs, on this bank, 
promifed mighty matters which have never come 
to pafs. But the grand point, the bracing of the 
funding fyftem^ has been completely fecured. The 
city of Wafliington fhall be juft mentioned, a3 a 
quietus to the honeft credulity of the Prefideht. 
Millions have been worfe than idly funk upon tliat 
foot, which, if government removes to it, may be 
ufely predifted as the tomb of the federal confti- 
tution. 

The refult of all thefe m;eafures hath been a p^b- 
Dc debt of eighty millions, inftead of thirty ; ar re- 
publican government h^rnaffed in a monarchical fac^ 
tion ; a continept overwhelmed with paper money^ 
with jobs, and bankruptcies, of a nature and fpecies: 
of infamy almpft unknown in Europe* ; the price, 
doubled on every article of Uyjing j a commerce in- 

* See, far example, the polite corrcfpondence between Mr. James 
Qreenleaf and Mr. John Nicholfoh, that hath fo long blockaded 
the newfpapert. Sometime ago, bills of a merchant in thiy city 
were advertifed fer falej by au£iion« to the amount of about four 
hundred thouf^nd dollars. Thefe things make a perfon from the oUi 
ii^orld toftare> but Americans^ perhaps^ know better. 
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fultcd and within fight »r>f ruin ; a public trcalury 
without money, and without credit ; and laft and 
worft, a fquadron of legiflative conipirators, in 
the fifth Congrcfs, who', by every infidious artifice, | 
and every unblufliing effort, pant and toil to bury | 
their country in a Britifh alliance Md a French war. | 



CHAPTER VII. 

Farther obfiroations on the correfpondence between 
Mejfrs. Hamilton and Reynolds. — Singular mode 
of fecrecy in framing the federal conjlitution^ and 
of dif cuffing Jctys treaty. — Defence of General 
Mafon. — Report to Prefideni Adorns^ by Mr. 

. Pickerings on French captures. — Singular fhle of 
that paper. — Defamatory charge by judge fredeU 
to a grand jury in Virginia.— Their pitifiil pre^} 
fentment. — Defence of Mr. Cabell. --furious lei- 
ter to Mr. John Beckley.^-Ob/ervations on the 
PURITY of the federal government. — Specimens if 
the mode of traxjelling in America. — A trip H 
New-York. 

IN his letter laft copied, Mr. Hamilton ipeaks rf 
an explanation. He gave nothing meriting that 
name. The fliort way to exculpate Mmfelf was, by 
confronting Rejmolds and his wife, who accuftd 
him of fraud, with the gentlemen who undertook 
the enquiry. Inftead of that, he fent Reynolds and 
his wife out of the way, to prevent any fuch perlbnal 
exculpation. That he packed them off, there can ^ 
be little doubt, fince the fuddenefs of the difappear^ 
ance of Reynolds can be accounted for upon no other 
ground. The letter from Reynolds to ClingmaB 
mentions a promifcof that kind, and Mrs. Reynotd!^ 
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bad prcvidufly declared,, that this was a fchemc in 
contemplation. Reynolds could not fly from fear. 
The profecution againft him was clofed, and his 
chief refource for fubfiftence had been by applying 
to Mr. Hamilton. That he was removed, to keep 
him from ameetingwithMr.Monrocandhis friends^ 
bears the ftrongeft marks of probabUity. It may 
be faid, that the infamous charafter of Reynolds 
made him unworthy of credit. Taken by itfelf, 
histcftimony was, indeed, worth little ;1>ut, when 
fupported by various circumftances, it might m^ 
rit more attention. The profligate manners of the 
accufcr aflbrded an additional reafbn why Mr. Ha- 
milton, if innocent, fhould have brought him for- 
ward, fince it would have been proportionably a 
more eafy tafk to convince Mr. Monroe of his falfc- 
hood. But the fecretary fealcd the importance of 
the accufer's teftimony, by forbearing to produce 
him to the gentlemen enquiring after him. When 
peribhs of fo much weight an4 rcfpcdability had 
entered upon this bufinefs, every principle of com- 
mon fenfe called for the clearefl explanation. 
In place of that the chief evidence was con- 
cealed, and fent oiF, while the mafi of his 
correlpondence with Mr. Hamilton Was, by defirc 
of the latter, abruptly committedto theflames. You 
will determineVhether thcfe fugitive meafures look 
moft like innocence, or like fomething elfe. 

Mr. Hamilton, rcferryig to Reynolds and his 
wife, calls this an abominable attempt. Granted. But, 
fince the meafures ofhimfelfand his party, on the 
affair of certificates, had excited a very general and 
violent fufpicion, and fince he- well knew that the 
gentlemen who came forward, were fuppofed to 
be in the number of thofe who entertained it, every 
motive of felf-love, and of zeal for the honour of his 
partizans, fiiould have prompted Mr. Hamilton te 
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tear up the laft twig of jealoufy. In place of fmo- 
thering tcftimony, he ftiould have courted it. In 
place of burning letters, he fhould hzveprintedxhenii 
Publicity was the only bafis by which he could main- 
tain the ground that he was in danger of lofing. Yet 
this was the very mode of defence which he chofe to 
avoid .When Randolph was arx'aigned of mifconduft 
not more culpable than that imputed by Reynolds to 
Hamilton, he purfued the accufer to Rhode-Ifland, 
and obtained a certificate of his innocence, couched 
in the ftrongeft terms. Yet the federal party, with 
their ufual fortitude of aflertion, and infelicity of dc- 
monftration, have loaded him with reproaches, and 
the bare fuppofition of the poflibility of his innocence, 
has been fcouted as the height of effrontery. Put 
the cafe that Fauchet, when his apocrypha wasin^ 
tercepted, had been in jail, that Randolph, inftead 
of bringing him forward had paid his debts, burnt 
all his remaining papers, and hurried him out of the 
country. Every friend to order ^ would have been 
convinced that Randolph was guilty, and had re- 
moved Fauchet, that the pool of corruption nvight 
^Vputrify in peace*." The force of moral or prc- 
fumptive teftimony does not augment or diminifb, 
becaufe the party accuied happens to be for or a- 
gainft the American funding fyftem. 

Someyearsago, the late Prefident was attacked in 
the newfpapers for conftantly uplifting his falary, be- 
fore it became due. Mr. Hamilton immediately prin- 
ted a reply that filled nine column^ of the Philadel- 
phia Gazette. Even the very worft which could be 
alledged of Mr. Wafhington amounted only to this 
praft ice being irregular, improper, and fuper-emi- 
nently ridiculous from a man who pretended to da 
t^?c bufinefe of his country for his mere houfljoli 



^ Robert Hall^ on the liberty of the pre£» 
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expcnics. The charge of Reynolds wears a more 
ferious afpcft. If he wzsow agent for the pur- 
chafe of certificates, it may well be conceivqid, 
though it cannot y^t be proved, that our .fccretary 
had twenty others. Phyfician ! healthyfelf. Before 
Mr. Hamilton prints any farther defences of othef 
people, before he again arraigns one-half of his fel- 
low citizens as cut-throats*, let him tell us what has 
become of Reynolds. Let him obferve that this nar- 
rative is explicit ; and that, under all the circunl- 
ftances of the affair, filence will be more fatal to 
his charafter, than themoft feeble vindication. 

It is eafy to fee why Mr. Hamilton, and his par- 
ty, have been permitted to reduce America to its 
prefent difagreeable condition. When a merchant 
refufes not only to balance his books, but vilifies thofe 
who adviiic him to do fo, it requires no ghoft fi'om the 
dead, to foretell for what port he is bound. In pri- 
vate life, it is hardly poffible to find fuch a fooLj 
but nations are fometimes a£tuated by a degree of 
madnefs to which, in their individual concerns, it 
would be impradicablc to drive them. Of this re- 
mark, America, during the fhort period of her po- 
litical career, has afforded various examples. The 
people of other countries are ignorant againft their 
will. The citizens of the United States appear of- 
ten averfe, and even hoftile to information. Thus^ 
the federal condition, highly rcfpeftable and valu- 
able as truth muft acknowledge it to be, was yet an 
inftrument framed in darknejs. When the conven- 
tion who made it met at Philadelphia, they began 
by (hutting their doors. This clandelline appear- 
ance exhibited the worft auguries imaginable of 
what they were going to do. Though they had to 
frame a conftitution, yet, before it could take cffeft 

^ * Sec Aiperican Annual Rcgifteri chap. x« ^ 



232 HISTORY OF THE 

it- was to be fubmitted, fcperately, to each bf the 
thirteen ftates. To affift the citizens at iarge in 
forming their opinions, the fafeft and faircft method 
was to have debated with open galleries'. If the 
arguments that fwayed the decifion of the delegates 
were well-founded, they might have had the fame 
cfFeft on their conftituents* . But, to immure them- 
felves in the way in which they did, looked more 
likeaVcnctianfenate,a gangoffmugglersor coiners, 
than the Reprefentatives of a free people. The long 
parliament of England would never have obtained 
the confidence of their paity, they could never have 
overturned royal defpotifm, if they had kept their 
proceedings and debates a fecret from the world. 
In England, a ftate-trial muft be carried on in pub- 
lic. The fpirit of the country would not endure 
the concealment of fuch a tranfaftion. In the 
courfe of ordinary affairs^ the prefentHoufe of Com- 
mons do not ffiut their doors above once in ftveral 
years. But the framing of a conftitution is of in- 
fiaiitely more iniportance than the ufual routine of 
bufineft ; the EngliOi people would not, on £uch an 
emergency, fubmit to exclufion. The Scots union 
was previoufly known to be detefted by all ranks 
of people ; and brought the country to this brink 
of a revolution. Yet the Scots parliament debated 

♦ Wc have not entirely forgot the mode in which the federal con. 
fUtution was cramraed down the gullet of Pcnnfylvania, When it 6rft 
appeared, the affembly were in (e flion. A minority declined accep* 
tance, bccaufe they had no fpccial powers to tkat pnrpc^e from their 
cleaors ; and, to prevent its paffing, they fccedcd from the houfe. 
1 he remaining members did not form a quorum. Here they woulil 
have ftuck, but the friends of orders alias, a troop of ruffians^with the 
captain of a very modem frigate at their head, broke into the lodg- 
ingsof feme feceding members, feized them, dragged them through 
the ftrcets, with one-half of Philadelphia at their heels, and, by mm 
force, projc(fted them into |the affembly. Thus a quorum was for- 
med, and the conftitution accepted, in a way which would have ^if* 
graced a gaog of gipfies. 
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with open doors. The acquicfcence of our citizens 
in the Tiberian privacy of their delegates, has mar- 
ked a peculiarity in the American character. 

The arrival of Jay's treaty afforded aqother in- 
ftance of the fame kind. In London, public impa- 
tience would, by fuch a circumftance, have been 
wounded up to the higheft degree ; and the proud* 
eft minifter muft have found his popularity intc- 
refted in an early communication. But at Philadel- 
phia, there was even a parade of fecrecy. Th9 
treaty reached the Prefident on the 7th of March, 
1795. Inftead of laying it before the public, who 
were ultimately to bear its confequenccs, and who 
could have made light break in upon every quar- 
ter, he fupprefled its contents from mankind, till 
the meeting of the Senate. Thirty gentlemen then 
fhut themfelves up, like the tranflators of the Sep- 
tuagint, as if they had been to aft by infpiration# 
Without raflmcfs it may be faid, tliat this Juperior 
branch of government, as Mr. Fenno calls it, did 
not coUeftively know as much about commerce, and 
its foreign relations, as general Smith and John 
Swan wick. The refolution of the Senate to ratify^ 
tranfpired on the 24th of June 1795, three months 
and an half after the Prefident had got the treaty. 
This long fupprcffion did not excite an audible 
murmur. Nay, after the ratification, the federal 
party difplayed ftill more ftrongly their* manly no- 
tions of government. The Senate h^d juft one 
member, general Mafon, of fufficient civility to- 
wards the public, to fend a copy of the treaty to 
the newfpapers. This violated an injunftion of fc- 
crefy paft by the Senate. The federal catcalls be- 
gan inftantly to fqueak ; and, if the general ha4 
been forging bank .notes, they could hardly have 
made much more noife. Thus the Plymouth refo- 
lutions of the 30th of Oftoben 1795, charged him 

H b 
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with a notorious breach of official confidence*.** 
Inftead of this language, they fhouldhave thanked 
him for his intelligence. If it had been communi- 
cated three months more early, much of the fubfe- 
quent bad confequences might liave been prevented. 
He fliould, alfo, have printed Jay's inftruftions, 
with minutes of the notable harangues about the par* 
tition of the United Statest. With open doors, no 
fenator durft have broached a dodrine of fuch en- 
ormous attrocity. The majler^s eye makes a fat horje^ 
fays the proverb. In public affairs, the fame cafe 
holds good. The more that a nation knows about 
the mode of conduftingits bufinefs, the better chance 
has that bufinefs of being propeiJy condufted. 
This maxim appears very plain ; and, in his domes- 
tic concerns, every man approves ofit. On a great 
national fcale, we are the firft free peopievv ho have 
rejefted it, and that is one of the principal reafbns 
why fome parts of our federal adminiftration have 
fucceeded fb very ill. Secrecy is a faveurite doc- 
trine with our financial Mahomet ; and its triumph 
hath enfured his own. 

In the clofe of tlie laft chapter, the word confph 
rator has been employed. It founds harfhly, but 
it has been inferted on the cleareft evidence, and af- 
ter the ftrifteft confideration. To be convinced 
of an executive plot, for involving America in a 
French war, we have only to look at a report from • 
fecretary Pickering to Prdident Adams, and whicby 
on the 2 2d of June, I797j was fent by the latter to 
Congrefs. The title page profelfes toftate ^^th 

depredations committed on the commerce of the 
" United States fince the ift ofOftober, 1796." 
ConfiKency with this profeffion required, that,^ 

* Carey's Reinembrancer« vol. ili. p. 3 1 1,. 
f Amttican Anmul Regiitir» chap. v> 
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much time fliould have been beftowed on the reci- 
tal of Britifh captures, as on that of French oncs^ 
Apparently grounding on this idea, Mr. Adams, in 
his meflagc accompanying the papers, hath thele 
words : I directed a coUeAion to be made of all 
fuch information as fhould be found in the pot 
^' feffion of the government." 

The report and documents fill about an hundred 
and fixty pages. The lift of French captures is ta- 
ken from the Philadelphia and United States gar 
zettes. Of the Britifh, Mr. Pickering writes thus c 
" Captures and loffes by Britifh cruifers, the fe- 
cretary prefumes, have not been numerous; for^ 
citizens of the United States having, thefe three 
years paft, been accuftomedto look up to the go- 
vernment for aid in profccuting their claims, it 
is not to be doubted, that generally thefe cafes 
*' have been reported to the department of ftate* 
" An abftraft of fuch as have been communicated, 
is annexed." Report, p. 5. This lift amounts on^ 
ly to ten veffels. They are difpatched in two pa- 
ges. That ©f captures by the republic occupies 
about an hundred and forty. As an apology for 
this dilproportion of bulk, Mr. Pickering, on p. 9^ 
gives a moft curious reafon. *'This examination 
>^ was chiefly made prior to the call of the houfe of 
Reprefentatives for a report on this fubjeft, with 
a view to afcertain the number of French cap- 
*'tures, and the circumftances attending them ; and 
therefult of the whole is annexed. It is regretted, 
that the time did not permit a re-examination of 
thofe papers to afcertain likewife the captures 
^'made by the Britifh cruifers.'^ The call of the 
houfe was dated the loth of June. The papers 
were laid before the houfe on the 2 2d, being at aii 
interval of twelve days . As the Fren ch lift had bce» 
made out beforehand^ the fecretary had tbemore 
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time to compile the BritiH^ lift. Six aftivc clerks, 
like thofe in his own office, could, with great eafc, 
have completed the bufincfe in forty-eight hours at 
farthcft. Where was the mighty affair of turning 
over two files of newfpapers for the 1 aft eight months? 
With fome diligence, the whole might have been 
finiflied in a fingle afternoon. In a city like Philadel- 
phia, full of public offices, and able tranfcrib€rs,the 
fccretary, if he had been in earneft> could have col- 
lected f)rty proper afliftants, on an hour's warning i 
and even admitting the Britifh lift to be as bulky as 
the French one, each of thefe auxiliaries would hard- 
ly Lave found an hour's employmwit, Butthcfeo-c- 
tarj' himfclf fays, that Britifli captures were not ««- 
Tfirroiis. Be it fo. Then it would have taken the Icfi 
time to make them out* Yet it feems that, with 
a fpace of ten or twelve days before him, the (e- 
cretary could not accomplifh this Lilliputian talk. 

Thus does our feci-etary trifle with the orders of 
the Icgiflature ; and Mr. Adams, by the acceptance 
of fo abfurdan cxcufc, exemplifies the proverb, like 
ffiajfer^ like man. But, to be plain with Mr. Pickers- 
ing, fuch palpable fophiftication will not go ddwn. 
All people know very well why the Britifh lift of 
captures was not made out. It would have conn* 
terafted his plan of inflaming us againft the re- 
public* He proceeds thus* 

" The editors of thofe two gazettes agree ih 
faying^ that no great attention was paid to the 
fubjeft, for the purpofe of infer'ting accounts of 
all the captures which were publiflied in the vfc 
rious other newfpapers ; yet the number colkc- 
ted exceeds three hundred, of which but few ef^ 
cape condemnation.'^' The Gazette of the Ufii>- 
ted Statfcs is, and long has been, as much an engine 
of the American execurivej^ as that of London feto 
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an EngUQi premier*. Mr. Fenna, beyond all quel^ 
tion, inferted every French capture that he could 
find. As to the Piiiladelpliia Gazette, the prefent 
editor has only held it fince laft February ; and, 
previous to that time, be knows not how it was 
conduced. When Congrefs wanted informa- 
tion^ it was the duty of Mr. Pickering to have 
looked at a wide variety of newfpapers. But he 
was well aware, that Mr. Fenno had coUeftcd 
about every thing of the kind. The objedl of Mr.. 
Pickering is, to infinuate that many French captures 
have efcaped notice. Tet the number collected ex^ 
Qeeds THREE HUNDRED. So long ago as September,. 
1794, ^ l^ft publifhed, by authority^ of BritiJIi 
captures. They were about three hundred and fixty* 
The condufl: of the public agents,'' fays Mr^ 
Pickering, " and, of the cammifiioncd cruifers thcre^ 

has furpaflcd all former examples^ They can- 
not be worfc than the confifcation of the Two 
Friends;, and the murder of captain Boflbn. Wc 
might add an hundred Britifh piracies recited in thijfc 
volume, all as atrocious as. any poffibie cafe of 
French piracy. 

The perfons alfb of our citizens have been 

beaten, infulted, and cruelly imprifoned ; and, in 
" the forms ufed towards prifoners of war,^ they 

have been exchanged with the Britifli for Frencb- 
" men.'*^' This is very bad, but the French arc 
only following the example that JEngland, for above 
two years, hadfet before them, and at this moment 
continues to give them^ When complaints of im- 

* * Inftead of trying to torn the fpccch of Barras into an inilrament 
for a Fifench wary Mr. Adams might have bought a fet of this exe^ 
cutive ne*uf/papert and fcnt it over as a prefent to the Direftory at 
Paris. For every fyllable in the whole fpeech of Barras, diey 
would have found themfelves paid beforehand with ^ column of iv^ 
Tcftivc, 

. t Fickeriflg's leport, p. 8« 
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prcflment were made againft England, the federal 
party did their utmoft to quell the ftory. In Con- 
grefs, IVIr Tracy, and others^would gladly have de- 
nied that Britifli impreffinents had taken place, and 
Webfter wondered why American printers (honld 
trouble themfelves about the matter*. This was 
the uniform language of the whole party. 

There have been frequent accounts of at- 
tempts to efFeft condemnations by bribing the of- 
*^ ficers and feamen of our veflels to £wear falfely ; 
but it was referved to thefe times, when offered 
bribes were refufed, and threats defpifed, to en- 
dcavour to accomplifli the ohjeSt by torture.^^ 
Report p. 10. American feamen have been flog- 
ged ?>y dozens at a Britifli gangway. This alfii 
was torture. Captain Reynolds, under the very 
Hole ©f admiral Murray, attacked American veflels. 
Several men were killed and wounded. This was 
torture. There is not the fmallefl: defign to exten- 
uate French outrages, but merely to prove the grofi 
partiality of our executive in fliewing only the rob- 
beries perpetrated upon one fide. 

Pmlo major a cananms. If Mr. Pickering has 
tlifplayed grofs partiality, Prefidcnt Adams has not 
afted, in the fmallefl: degree, better. On the 23d of 
June, 1797, general Smith was reciting in Congrefi .' 
the ftcps purfued by the friends of order, for bring- ^ 
ing about a French war. He faid, that the execu- 
tive had called Congrefs, and bad complained «f 
the French ; for the fpeech did not contain a fingfc 
word of reference to any other nation. He nest 
recommended the fitting out of frigates, with which 
he propofed to convoy American commerce. Our 
merchant ftiips are to be armed, and, on arrivingin 
a French port, the queftion is put, againft whom Jure 



* Sapra> chapters v, aiKi vi^ 
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you armedf The French would fay, we furoe read 
your Prefidenfs Jpeech. By thefe preparations^ fit 
can only mean to fight us. Your envoys, arriving in 
France at the fame time, are fure of being turned 
back again. General Smith farther obfervcd, that 
Dr. Smith and Mr. Harper had avowed the defiga 
of employing the frigates to force a tr»de into ports 
of the Weft-Indies which the French have juftly de- 
clared to be in a ft ate of rebellion. Such was port 
Jeremie. General Smith affirmed, that thefe mea- 
fures led dircftly to war. He believed that gentle- 
men wanted to lead us into war* The member was 
right ; there can be no doubt of it. This aftonilh- 
ing fefllon of Congrefs hath afforded a whole dic- 
tionary of evidence. Sir John Brute fays, every 
thing I fee, every thing I hear, every thing I feel, 
and every thing I tafte, methinks, has wife ia 
it." So at prefent with the federal party, every 
thing has war in it. A combination more culpable^ 
more hateful, hath not occurred fmcc the age of 
Cataline or Fiefco. 

Mr. Pickering compldns of the French mal- 
treating American feamen. His party have encou- 
raged theBritifli to imprefs them. In proof of this^ 
attend to general Smith, who is bo violent demo- 
crat, for he profefTed in Congrefs great concern, 
when Mr. Hamilton retired from office. On the 
27th of May, 1797, this gentleman faid, in the 
houfe, that members had affefted to treat the law 
for the proteftion of our fcamen with lightnefs. It 
conferred the higheft honour on Mr. Livingfton, 
who introduced it. It was oppofed in both houfes 
by thofe who are always combating for an increafe 
of power and influence in the executive govern- 
ment. The Senate mutilated that law, fo as to de- 
prive it of its moft falutary provifions. After all, 
the Senate refufed their ajfent to a law for proteHmg 



84® HISTORY OF THE 

American feamen from impreJJ'ment^ and from being 
tu kipped on the hare back at the gang-way of a Bri- 
tifh man of war-. They refafed to adopt it^ until it 
luas (b much mutilated^ that the executive^ to render 
it in any /hape effedual^ Tvm obliged to enforce it 
ivith a Jiipplementary part^ Thus far general Smith. 

If this majority in the Senate had been felefted 
from the Divan of Algiers, they could not have 
more completely difgraced their ftation. At the 
fame time, Mcffrs. Tracy and Harper, below (lain, 
w^ere attempting'to deny the reality of Britifli im- 
preffments ; and Webfter and RujfTei inveighed 
againft every one who mentioned their exiftcncc. 
Thefe things are part of a fyftem for degrading 
America into a Britifli footflool. tVhat kind of an 
Ajvierican Senate is that which refufes its conjent 
to 'U lanv for the protection of Ameiucan feamen ? 
The very idea looks fo monftrous that one is apt 
to think himfelf in a dream when he endeavours to 
revolve it. The circumftances of their refufal to 
concur in the bill, ftand recorded on the journal* 
of both houfes. The full detail ftiall fbon be given ^ 
to the world. The journals of the Britifli boufc 
oF peers afford no precedent for fuch horrible de- ■ 
pravity. England has hitherto ftood upon her own 
legs. Her reprefentatives and Icgiflators, though 
often extremely corrupted, have never been fut , 
peftedof fervility to a foreign nation ; and, atri- i 
vial inftance excepted*, they have not put them- : 
felves up to auction for foreign gold. Their oppo- 
nents, at leaft, have not alledged that they ever did 
fo ; and this forms a ftrong prefuraption of their 
innocence. 

In the mean time, Harrifon Otis cants about 
French impreflments, and Mr. Harper on tjje cor- ' 

• In the reien of Charles the fecond. See Sir John Dalrynaple's 
Meinuiis, and Hume's Hiftory of England, in the latcft cditi»ntt 
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rliption of Mr; Monroe, by French gold. For con- 
ceit and ignorahcc, Otis may be looked upon as the 
lineal fucceflbr bf Samuel Dexter. As for Harper, 
he is faid to be in embarrafled circumftances ; and, 
while he prattles about foreign gold, one might afl^ 
him, who pays for the printing of his eternal pam- 
phlets* ? By land^ our intereft has been as grofsly 
betrayed as by fea. This appears from the difcou- 
ragement conftantly given to the defence of the 
Indian frontier; On that head, the following narra- 
tive will repay a perufal; 

On the 19th of Ndvcmber, i794i Prcfident 
Wafhingtdn, in his fpeech to Congrefs, has thefei 
words. Towards ftone of the Indian tribes have 
overtiirfes of friendfliip been {pared. The Creeks, 
in particular, are covered fJ-ojn encroachment by 
the interpofition of the general government, and 
that of Georgia.^* It would have been fortu- 
iiate for the people dfTenneffec, if the general go- 
vernmenthad covered then! from the encroachments 
bf the Creeks. Refpedling the behaviour of the 
Creeks, previous t6 the delivery of that fpeech, in- 
formation for the preferit work has been derived 
from two fources, the public newfpapers, and a pri- 

♦ Daring the two lad feflionsi it id computed that this gcndcmaix 
coft the country at leaft ten thoufand dollar* worth of time, by ma- 
king fupcrfluous motions, for thjcfakeof miking ufelefs fpeechcs 
about them. In the fcffion of December^ 1 796^ he repeated one 
fpeech, about augmenting the duties imports, at four different 
times, in the courfe of little more than a month. 

He has a very pretty delivery^ if any obliging friend would fop- 
ply him with a fuitable ftock of idea«. If he could be contented 
with repeatbg the fame thoughts not oftener than five times in the 
courfe of fifteen minutes, he would hot fo barbstroufly drive thei 
members from their feats, nor run himfelf into fo many fcrapes 
with the fpcaker^ as to wandering from the queftion* In an antedUu^ 
vian Congrefs, when people lived to the age of a thoufand years, one 
might have found leifure for hearing him to an end. Our fpan of* 
thr^fcore and ten is too narrow for the torrent of bis eloquencct 

I i 
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vatc manufcript communicated by Mr. Andrew 
Jacklbii, Reprelentative from the ftateof Tenneflec 
in the fourth Congrcfs. An examination of thefe 
ilctrils will alfiit in afccrtaining what Ibrtof friend- 
fhip the Creeks dcierved, and to what fide the ba- 
lance of protetftion ought to have leaned. 

The account given in the newfpapers amounts in 
fubftancc to what follows. Continual Ikirmifties had 
been taking place for a long time. In one of thefe, 
ontiic i^thof Augult, 1794, lieutenant M'dellan, 
wirii i;:Irt:y-i'evcn men, had been attacked on the 
Cumherliiuil path, eighteen miles from South-Weft- 
Point, by above an hundred Creeks. He had four 
men killed, and four mifling. He likewife loft 
thirty-one horfcs, with ftveral other articles. A 
multitude of murders by the Indians are mentioned. 
Of thefe, it would be needlefs here to attempt a ca- 
talogue. \ letter from Knoxville, dated 2 2d of 
September, 1794, ^ays^that the general affembly of 
Tenncflee luidthen been in fellionfor feveral weeks. 
They had prepared another memorial to Congre/s 
with a lift of the citizens killed, wounded, or taken 
prifoners by the Creeks and Cherokees, fmce the 
i.ft of March lalt, the date of a former ftatement to 
Congrcfs. The number of citizens was an hun- 
dred and twenty-feven, befides which thelpdlans 
had ftolen four hundred and feventy-four horfes. 
Thefe thefts and murders had been chiefly commitr> 
ted while a party of the Lower Cherokees were at 
Philadelphia, giving the ftrongeftpromifes of peace, 
and while major Seagrove, an agent for Indian affairs, 
was making aflurances of the friendfliip of the 
Creeks. The letter con cl odes with an account of 
ibme frerti murders which had, at that moment^ 
been received. They were faid to have been com- 
mitted on the 1 6th of September current. Nicka- 
jack and Running Water were two of the moft po- 
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pulous of the Lower Cherokee towns.. They were 
lituated clofe on the fouth bank of the TennefTee, 
below a place called the Suck. They were prin- 
cipal crolTing-places for tlie Creeks over the Tcn- 
neflee, when they wanted to make war on Cumber- 
land and Kentucky. They had co-operated with 
the warriors of Look-out Mountain, and WilPs 
towns for feveral years paft. They boaftedofper- 
feft fecurity from their fituation. They v/ere fur- 
rounded oir three fides by mountains, and protetSbed 
on the north by the fouth branch of the Tenneflcc. 
They were alfo formidable by their numbers. 

On the 7th of September, major Ore marched 
from Naftiville to attack the favages. He had with 
him five hundred and fifty militia, of whom an 
hundred and fifty were from Kentucky. They arri- 
ved on the bank of the TcnneflTce, oppofite to Nicka- 
jack, and undifcovered, in the dufkofthc evening.. 
About eleven o'clock at night, a part of them croP- 
fed the river on rafts, and furrounded the town, 
while another party lay in ambudi on the oppofite 
fide of the river. The attack began about day break. 
Many of the favages plunged, according to their cut 
tom, into the water, and having got almoft to the 
oppofite fhore, the militia in referverofe from their 
covert, and difcharged a volley at the fugitives in 
the river. The viftory was compleat. Nhie fquaws 
and children were taken. About forty or forty-five 
warriors were killed. Accounts differ aboyt their 
exaft numbers. As no particular detail is*ofFered a- 
bout Running Water, but barely that it was deftroy- 
e J at the fame time, with Nickajack, it feems pro- 
bable that they flood very near to each other. In a 
thefe towns two frefh fcalps were found ; and fe- 
veral others dry, that had been hung up as trophies. 
Many articles of property were recovered which the 
militia knew to have been takea from their owners 
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when killed by the Indians, in the courfe of the pre-? 
ceding twelve months. Among thefe were found 
a number of letters. They had been carried off 
when the Kentucky mail was robbed and the poft 
murdered. In Nickajack was found a quantity of 
powder and lead, that had juft been received fi'om 
the Spanifli government, as alfo a commiflion to 
Bi'aeth, chief of the town, who was among the (lain. 

The prifoners confefledthat fixty Creek and Che- 
rokee warriors had paflTed through Nickajack, onljc 
nine days before, on their way to make war againft 
the United States. Two nights previous to the de- 
ftruftion of Running Water, afcalp dance was held 
in it. Among others, John Watts was prefeht ; 
and it was there refolvedto carry on the war with 
additional vigour. This the white people learned 
from the prifoners. The towns were burnt, and 
every thing deftroyed. Such is the fubftance of 
the newlpaper account. That received from Mr. 
Jackfon is to the following dfeft. 

Major James Ore was, in the clofe of Auguft, 
1794, ordered by governor Blount to march to 
the diftrift of Mero, to defend its frontier ; and, on 
the 6th of September, was ordered, by general Ro- 
bertfon to march to the Lower Cherokee towns, and: 
deftroy them. 

It is proper for me here to obfcrve,*' fays Mr.. 
Jackfon, " that the Indians inhabiting thofe towns, 
were daily killing our citizens, and our officers, 
tranfmitting a Roftrum of the captured, killed, 
and wounded to the fccretary at war* ; and the 
anfwers returned were, not to piirjue on any ac* 
* count acrojs the Indian boundary^ or carry on any 
" olFenflvemeafuresagainfl the Indians ; conjiruing 
the word ofFcnfive to be. an aft of crofGng the- 
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Indian boundary in the purfuit of depredating 

" parties/' 

Major Ore obeyed the orders of general Robert- 
fbn. He marched to Nickajack and Running Wa- 
ter, fwept them with thebelbm of deftruftion, and 
killed about thirty warriors. It is neceflary here 
toftate fome fafts. The night before major Ore 
made the attack on Nickajack, the Indians held the 
fcalp dance over two frefti fcalps, which they had 
taken on the frontier. Ore had purfucd the track 
of this party. On the very day that he made the at- 
tack twenty-two Indians fell upon the ftation of the 
widow Hays, killed one man, and wounded three ; 
and the evening before, they had burnt captain 
John Donelfon's ftation. At the time that general 
Robertfon iflued the order to Ore, he had inform 
mation of an intended ^(f«<?r^/ attack, contemplated 
on that frontier. This was well fubftantiated, an(t 
the expedition of Ore was the only circumftance 
which prevented it, and cftabliflied peace on the 
frontier. 

The pay of thefe troops hath been fufpended, be-^ 
caufe they crofled the Indian boundary, although 
they precifely purfucd the orders given by ge- 
neral Robertfon. The rauftcr and pay rolPst 
were, in the latter end of the year 1794, depofited 
with colonel David Hcnly, agent of the war de- 
partment at Knoxville. Governor Blount, in 1 794, 
tranfmitted to Mr. Knox general Robertfon^s or- 
der, authorizing and commanding the expedition,, 
and on the 19th of December of tfiat year this com-p. 
munication was laid before Congrefs. Yet though 
frequent applicatix)ns have been made at the office 
of the fecretary at war for payment, they have con-., 
ftantly been refufed. After a delay of more thaa 
two years, Mr. Jackfon, in the laft feffion of tjie* 
fourth Congrefs, has applied to Mr Pickering 
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recover the ncceflary papers, that lie nijn;ht lay the 

fubjccl before the Houle of Reprelentatives. I 

am informed by him," fays Mr. Jacklon, that 
* ' he knows not/ii/iq of the bufincjs.'' Here the mat- 
ter ftootl, on the 22A of February, I797- 

Mr. Jackfon further adds that this is not a fingle 
inftancc. In 1794, "^^jor Thomas Johnfton com- 
manded a party ofTenneflee militia who were or- ^ 
dcredto purfue a gang of Indians. The latter had 
murtlcrcd colonel John Montgomery, and the Titf- 
worth family. In the purfuit, they crofled into the , 
Kentucky territory. Colonel Henly gave thatrea- 
fon for fufpending their pay. Thefc were the on- 
ly two parties of Tenneflee militia, whofe arrears 
liavcnot been paid up, excepting th«)fe comprehen- 
ded in the appropriation aft for 1797- 

Many parts of the union lie beyond the reach of 
public information. The country newlpapers are 
commonly very barren. To remedy this hiconvc- 
nience, fome members of Congrefs fend printed 
circular letters to tlieir conftituents on the cxifiing 
condition of the political world. Mr. Samuel J. 
Cabell, of Virfrinia, tranfinitted two of fuch letters. 
One of them was dated the i ith, and theother the 
23d of Jmuary, 1797. They contained nothing 
uncommon. 'J luy mentioned the brilliant and ir- 
rcfiflible progrels of the French arms, the unfortu- ; 
natc chap;rin which had taken plcice between France ' 
and the United States, and the deplorable confequen- 
ces that would enfue to this country from an aftu- 
al rupture. Mr. fickcring's letter to Pinckney was 
referred to as more likely to promote than prevent 
a French quarrel. Mr. Cabell exprefled his regret 
at the eleftion of Mr, Adams as Prefident, and ad- J 
ded, as a confolation, that of Mr, Jcfferfbn. 

On the 22dof May, 1797, judge Iredell, of the fe- 
deral court, delivered a charge at Richmond to the 
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grand jury 5 for the diftrift of Virginia. It conveyed 
encomiums on the government, and a ftrong recom- 
mendation of confidence in it. The jury immedi- 
ately gave in the following prefentment. 

We, of the grand jury of the United States for 
" the diftrift of Virginia, prefent, as a reaj evil, 
the circular letters of feveral members of the 
late Congrefs, and particularly letters with the 
" fignature of Samuel J. Cabell, endeavouring, at 
a time of real public danger, to diffeminate un- 
founded calumnies againft the happy government 
*^ of the United States, and thereby to icparatethe 
people therefrom j and to increafc or produce 
a foreign influence, ruinous to the peace, happi- 
nefs, and independence of thefe United States.'* 
The jurors themfelves were evidently commit-, 
ting calumny. The phrafe feveral members v^^:^ 
cafting their ftink-pot in the dark. 'As to Mr. Ca- 
bell, they ftiould have fpecified the caliminiesi^ 
When the grand jury of Chatham county, Georgia, 
arraigned judge Wilfon as a land-jobber, they con- 
defccnded on matters notorioufly true*. When a ci- 
tizen of Maryland cenfures judge Chafe, he begins 
with a hiftory of the bankrupt law. If Mr. Cabell 
declared Ws diffatisfaftion at the eledlion of Mr, 
Adams, one half of the American citizens were do- 
ing the fame. This did not produce the fmalleft 
confufion or embamaflment on the fide of govern- 
ment. It is unfortunate for the union, that Mr. Ca- 
bell had fo much foundation for regret. The out- 
fet of the new Prefident has been marked by an en- 
deavour to hurry his conftituents into an unnecet 
fary war, while fecretary Pickering has been wri- 
ting, and fecretaiy Wolcot has been encouraging 

* It was upon the qucftioiwble evidence of this judge, that the 
prefident declared the four wcftcro coi^iliei of PenHfylvaiit to be 
in a (late of infarrc^oR, 
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others to write inveftivcs againft theFrench nation*. 
America needs not to hope for a fincere peace with 
France, while cither Mr. Adams or his prefent mi- 
nifters remain in office. She cannot forget nor will 
fhe forgive the many volumes of ribbaldry, which, 
under their countenance, have been printed againft 
her. Befides, upon a Britifli fpy, upon an aflbciatc 
with the attorney general of England for the ruin 
of Thomas Painet, every honeft Frenchman, every 
true republican, of every country, muft look wid 
horror. 

For never can true reconcilement grow, 
" Where woUnds of deadly hate have pierc'd fo dccpj/* 

On the 31ft of May, 17975 Mr. Cabell fent a 
third letter to his conflituents. It has,^' fays he, 
" been a rcguljir practice of the federal judges, to 
" make political difcourfes to the grand jurors. — 

They have become a band of political preachers/ 
This is true, and their fermons are often very dull. 
In Britain, judges have generally been foremoA ta 
undermine the liberties of the people, and encou- 
rage the encroachments of the crown. There is a 
country where fpeculators occupy, in part, the fu- 
preme bench of juftice. There, the aflcrtion of a 
public officer, whofe want of probity is proverbial, 
has been taken as complete evidence, that four coun- 
ties were in a ftate of rebellion? It would certain- 
ly be very wrong in a private citizen to conteft the 

♦ Briti(h Honour and Humanity, p. c^^. 

f Mr. Adams has aAed in both of thefe HOKotxRABLE capacities. 
See American Annual Regiiler, chap. vi. 

i The following anecdote ought to be known, and it is here gi- 
ven on the beft evidence. A few weeks ago, the firft perfon in Ame- 
rica gave a dii^ner to a party of the Senate. They were all from the 
taftward excepting two fouthern members. The whole conreriatioa 
turned on ridiculing the fmbtmfiauu 
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purity of fuch Icgiflators. In a fubfcquent letter 
of June 5th5 Mr. Cabell fays, upon an afTurance of 
the faft front general Smitb, that the juft claims of 
America, for French depredations, do not exceed 
amillion of dollars, and that the accuracy of his ftate- 
mciit is confirmed by the prefident of the American In- 
fur an ce Company. In the Congrefs debases on Jay'sf 
treaty, dr. Ames computedBritifti depredations at five 
riiillions, and the account hath fine© been augmented. 

The federal party naturally wifti to drive out 
of their way every man who dares to think for him- 
fdf. Thus Monroe was recalled from France bc- 
caufe, without orders fi om Mr. Waftiington, he had 
obtained the releafement of Thomas Paine from thei 
Luxembourg j aind bccaufe he had retained with 
the directory a degree of that confidence which Mr, 
Wafhington had loft. Thus captain Montgomery^ 
of one of the revenue cutters of this port, hath 
been difmiffed from his office becairfe he voted 
for the Jefferfon ticket. Mr. Beckley hath not on- 
ly been difchargcd and attacked from the prefs, but 
even from the poft-office. An elegant and polito 
letter came to him a few days after his difmi£Bon« 
It is printed here for an odd enough rcafpn. Th« * 
chara^er is feigned^ but flilly ojm careful com- 
parifon, it has a ftrong likenels toHe hand writing 
of Mr. Oliver Wolcot, as the Saracen's head, in 
Ipite of difguife, reffstoblcd fir Roger de Covcrly** 

Dear Sir 

You will now Experance the frut of your fooly in being fgr 
great a Demicratp & bitter Enemay to that Govermcnt wfaofe 
Bread you hiVe Eaten which has now call you out of hir fcr- 
vice & is certainly nothing lefs tharr you Could have expcdtf 
* confidering your conduiS: for a number of years pafbl can fi»l 
for your fituation as I Underftood all your Land fpcculatim 



* Sec the Spcftator, 
Kk 
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able* Indeed 110 audible complaint has been 
made about it. Dr. William Smith, at the iiead 
of his .rcgiinent of forty, declined argument, and 
obtained a filent vote. Where any thing can be 
laid, the doftor is not a niggard of accufation. 
'7 hat government ivhoje bread you have eatcji^ which 
has now cajl you off. The bread was not eaten for 
nothing. The falary was moderate, and the duties 
laborious. As to the cnjling offy it was by the odd 
vote of Dr. Smith, who is, it £ccms^ government » 
As for giving them all the aid^ and not throwing 
impediments in their way^ they cannot furely have 
apprchenfions from a difcardcd clerk, who has to 
provide for his family by the toil fonie profeffion of 
the law ? Ifgovernment.fear impediments from Mr. 
Beckley, tlieir fituation muft be very frail. That 
fomething is wrong will appear from what follows. 

Alexander Hamilton calls it an abominable attempt 
in Reynolds to charge him with dealing in the pur- 
chafe of certificates. Thus, by his own admiffion, 
the fa<a, if proved upon him, would be abomina- 
bk. Colonel Wadfworth (poke of it, as above 
quoted, e^aftly in the fame \^^ay . But if this prac- 
tice was indefenfible in a fecretary of the treafury, 
it was juft as criminal in a member of Congrcfs. 
There is no difference, or, if there be, the cafe of 
the member differs for the worfe. The fecretary 
could only make a report in favour of funding the 
half-cnown certificates at twenty fliillings. But the 
member VQt^ for it. The one drew thie fword ; 
the other drove it up to the hilt. Hence^ by a 
very flaort and plain prpcefs of reafoning, if one of 
our Icgiflators was con(terded in tbefe fpeculations, 
he committed an abomina.ble crime. The heroes df 
the piece are fenfiblc of this fajdt. Their conceal- 
i^ient of transfers at the ti-eafury, and the bank of 
the United States of the names andamount pfftQckr 
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holders, proves an irrefiftible and difgraccful 
evidence of their internal condemnation. What 
are you to think of a pcrfon who calls himfclf your 
creditor, but refuies to tell his name, or the amount 
of his debt ? Such w^s the plan of the renowned 
leeches of the Nabob of Arcot. Bonds to an im- 
meiiP: fum were conftantly produced, yet the ca- 
talogues of creditors conftantly varied, This rule 
at the treafury h like the crape ovef- a highwayman's 
fac-, or the dark lanthorn of a houfe-breaker. The 
public creditors of England wear no fuch majOk* Mr, 
RayTicit printed their names to the number of an 
hundred ciiul twcnty-fe\'en thoufand. When Ameri- 
cans h^^in to think upon this fubjeft, they will re-, 
fiife to pay one cent more of inter eft upon the public 
funds, tiirthcy fliall havetornafunder the veil that 
flirouds the fyftcm. To the great mafs of the prc- 
fent holders the difcoyery would be indifferent or 
welcome. It is only the patriarchal, the congref-; 
lional fliarks of ftockholding, who can wi(h for 
mountains to cover them, the men whofc anions 
Meflfi-s. Wadfworth and Hamilton, have, by the 
clearcft implication, declared to be abominable. Mr, 
Adams, by the way, holds the funding fyftem m al>r 
horresce*, and he will put an end to it, if he can 
jet into his French war. While Americans entruft 
and admire fuch leaders, they difplay a femplorU 
likenels to the inhabitants of Neufchatel. Thcfc arQ 
the paper currency politicians, who rail at jacobiiX - 
rapacity, and at Jefferfon for want of religiont^ 

* See partkulars in the American Annual Regiften chap^ 6» 
-f Fhocionaccareshim) i.Ottrymgxoflcbal^hp^arit^fnm.^, 
fnv free nfgrofs. An important acauilition I The char&e is ekt4 
through feveral pages, a. With impaling butterflies. 3. With diibfr 
Jicving the ftery of Noah's flood, 4. With the copftni^ion of fid^ . 



ginia/duringa firitifib invafion. Smith himfelf was in £ng]aiod throi|^ 
the whole war. He chofe te let hiseftate be doable taxed rathec. 
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In March, 1793, ^ome debate enfucd 4« Congrcfs 
on the motion of Mr. Giles for examining the con- 
Tiua of-Mr.^Hamilton. The free latitude of dii:. 
V cullion, praftifed upon other occafiops, wasrcfu- 

fed; the fiSialleft departure was cenfured ; and 

whenever, in particular, an approach was made 
^* toward the bank, the whole party tumultuoufly 

crying to order, and with the dircdors at their 
" head^ role in arms to defend it. The character 

of the vote itfelf, which conftituted the majority 

*^ is eafily given, ^Of the thirty-fivo, twenty-one 

" were ftockholders, or dealers in the funds, and 

three of thefe latter bank direftors*." 

The great cry of the party is about the/acred na-^ 
ture of ptibltc faith^, which they alledge to have con- 
fummated by funding tlie domeftic debt. This 
confifted of arrears of pay due to the army, to con- 
tractors for fupplies^ of loans made to gevernment, 
aiid of the remnant of old paper money then in cir- 
culation. Now, we muft recoJleft, that, during the 
revolution, this country had been covered with emit 
fions of paper. When the old Congrefs borrowed 
money, they took part of this paper back in lotiHy but 
not at the value for which they theinfelves had iflued 
it out. They allowed credit only for what was its 
current price in the market. The difference was 
frequently as forty to one. Thus a farmer got four 

than rerum te defend his coantrjr 6. Whoever few him ( Jeffcrfbn ) 
" in a pUce of nuorjhif The dp^^or has been fully defcribod in.a 
line of Flautus: Impurus^ impudens,iwverecwidiffimu5, 

* An Examination iif the late Proceedings in Congrefsy ^c. p, 25. 
It was in this ftruggle that dr. Smith pledged himielf for the ange^ 
lie purity of Mr. Hamilton. Suprai chap. 6. Though the number of 
ftockholding members is fpecified in the text, it appears, afterwardsa 
to have been but a conjoftore. The writer jgives a lift of thirty-four 
members of the t«ro hoafes^ who were ieSeved to be ftockholders i 
but their names are carefully bUoked, as if he had thought himfelf 
liable to profecution. With fuch unexampled oftentation of fccrecyj, 
there muft be fome dirty fyftem that needs concealment. 
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fhoufand dullars worth of government paper Sar 
his wheat. After the value of paper fell, ht came 
to lend it to them, and they would only give him a* 
dit for the fortieth part of its nominal value, beinj 
one hundred dollars. This (hocking fraud couM 
be excufed only by the omnipotence of necciSty. 
But farther, " a part of the paper remained unrc- 
deemed at the clofe of the war, and has been fua- 
ded at the rate of one hundred for one under tiie ' 
prefent government*." 

'I'hus taking Americafor a merchant who has thrtt 
creditors, one of them is paid with a fortieth, aiidt i 
fecond with a hundredth part of thefum thathclent^ 
A third receives full payment. But a debt contrac- 
ted ten years ago, and ftill unpaid, is as fairly due 
as if it had been incurred but yefterday. The ere* 
ditor of 1776, who was paid with one-tenth, twen^ 
tieth, fortieth, or hundredth part ofhis juil claims 
was quite as meritorious as the other of i78i,whofe, 
debt has been bought up and funded, in the naync 
of Theodore Sedgwick, at twenty {hillings in 4| 
pound. A brief confideration will convince you, tbat 
this poHtion agrees with the eflence of juftice. 

If the continent had been fold by an hour gl|^ 
itsutmoft value would perhaps have fallen ihorttif 
fatisfaftion to the honeft demands of public ci-editoi& 
The greater part of the United States had b«| 
fwindled or plundered to a degree that exceeds tie ' 
defcriptive talents of the moft powerful mifid*' 
Funds could not be had to fatisfy all the creditors, 
or even a twentieth part of them. It remains, there- 
fore, to be proved what was the Juperior merit of 
that clafs of creditors,whofe claims were ultimatdy J 
admitted, at their full value, as a debt on the pub* 
lie. The common faying is-, that they were old/olA 



UNITED STATES. 
di^rs. A great number of them were fo, and pot 
feflTed the higheft merit, A large portion of certifi- 
cates was alfo held by contraftors, and perfons 
who had fUrniflied various kinds of fupplies, 
but who were not in the army. The country 
was full of widows and orphans, whofa fathers an^ 
huiba'nds had been killed in the war, and who, to 
this day, have received no compenfatjon. Multi- 
tudes of foldiers had been alfo difcharged from want 
of health, or from wounds, and who inequity, though 
not perhaps in name, were creditors to the public. 
Hence, if it had been poffible to clear off all the lafl! 
clafs of creditors, they were not more defcrving 
than a ftill greater proportion of military fdlfcrers 
who got nothing- The whole hiftory of American 
public credit, during the war, holds ujib piAureof 
inevitable but enormous iniquity. Three-fourths 
of the citizens of the United States were, in real 
truth, creditors to government. The lols by de- 
preciated paper was prodigious and next to univer- 
fal. If it could have been poffible to pick out 
all the foldiers or their families, and give them a 
higherproportionof payment than others, it would 
have been well. But to give one part of them their 
whole dex^nd, and jiothing to the reft, was not 
ftrift juftice.^ The widow and orphan of one old 
foldier were aftually taxed to pay the wages of ano- 
ther. When the federal party clamour fo loudly on 
public faith, let them revolve thefe particulars. Let 
them lcK)k at the annual bundles of petitions refer- 
red to the committee of claims, and then they may 
blufli at the very mention of American public faith. 

Some perhaps think that the friends of order have 
been treated with too little ceremony in point of 
offtile. Obferve a few fpecimens of their own. 
Mr. Fenno's gazette, of the 26th of April, 1796, con- 
tains a piece wberm th« inembers; of Congrefs who 
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oppofed the treaty, are termed the ivar-ivhodp party. 
If they carry their point, " it will murder all your It- 
" berties^ privileges and properties J* Again, refer- 
ring to IVIr. Albert Gallatin, " Let the mighty Ita- 
*' //<///, with /lis Jlilletto and bowl of poij'on come on J* 
This piece concludes with faying that the Ameri- 
cans delpifc all incendiaries; and it is fubfcribed 

OPvDER. 

An extrncl: of a letter in the fame newfpaper has 
the folio vvinj5 words. "I want to know how Madi- 

foil lUis accounted for his inconjijlency and dupU- 

ci.y of conduft. How ■ long will the people of 
" Americft be drtped by this man.!' 

'ITifrflrfl qiieltion to be here alked is, whether 
£\\c\\i}!ro7ififle7icy and duplicity GyAtil No details are 
;itts:inpted, nd no evidences are offered. There 
never was an acUve and diftingniflied member in 
any Icgiilative affembly, fartHcr above impeachment 
than Mr. Madifon. The marked attention which 
this gentleman obtained in Congrefs, is a tribute of 
cflecm which all parties pay not more to his abilities 
than his virtues, to the irreproachable tenor of alife^ 
that, fince his firfl: entrance on the political career^ 
has remained without a (lain, nnd which is fax* 
above the ordure of Mr. Fenno's corrjijIpondentSj 

As for the deftruclion of privilegeai and proper- 
tics, no party ever difplayed greater tamencfe on 
that head than the Hamiltonians# After the Britifli 
hail, for, many months, been capturing American 
veflels without provocation, and almoft without pre- 
tence, the Reprelcntatives, on the 21ft of April, 
1795, P^^ ^ refolution prohibiting, firom and after 
the ill of November then next, all commercial 

intercourie between thcUnited States andthefub^ 

jcfts of Britain, or the citizens or fubjefts of any 
*^ other nation, fo far as refjiefts articles oi the 

growth or 7?iam*fa£lur€ of Britain or Ireland*^ 



This woul<i haVe'b6fen a moft efFeaual blow to Bri-' 
tifli commerce ; and, as -fix months were to inter- 
vene before the comiDen^ement of its operation,' full 
time wiould haVe been given for a mutual explana- 
tion and compromife. The BritUh majority in the Se-^ 
natcof Confgi'els rejefted this propbfal, fo cl>eapi fo'^ 
limplc, and fa decitive. Jay, that execufcioner ot 
his; country; wad, ,at the fame time, difpatched to' 
Britain . He idherC', by a elaufe of the treaty, tied up 
the hands of Anterica, and dcfti^oyed all chance of 
adopting fuch a refource in future. The fifteenth ar- 
ticle lias thefe words. Nor fliall any prohibition 
be impofed on the exportation or importation of 
any articles to or from the territories of the two 
" nations refpcftJ vcly, Which (hall ncrti equally extend 
" to all other nations." Thus wc cannot prohibit the 
importation of Englifli manufaAtires, without alf6 
prohibiting'thoft bf o///<f/* J and that &■ 

inlpra<fticable.' ' ' ' ■ *■ ' > ■ 

This article has the dpjiearancc of reciprocity; 
but not th<i^ fubftance. ' Stippofing that England 
Ihould entirely prohibit air intercourfc with this 
country, ber lofs wOiild be a* hundred times 
gr e ater than outs i The defolaticJn herWcft-In- 
dies would be the firft confeqtiencc^ »iand a general 
bankruptcy atnong herWeft-Indianmcrchantsy and 
her manufaifturcrs fbrthe Amferican market, would 
be the fecond. On fhe cGnttiary;-thd iilConvenieQQe 
aridlofsto the United States would bc'veryfap^ 
portable. We Ihould begin • to'- ftianufaft ore itiore 
among ourfelves. American produce would iboa. 
find other markets . Other Nations would team to 
fapply our wants, while theartifts of England Svbuld 
croud oyer to this country in<|iieftof Employment i 
More commwaftdittg ground could isot be defircd; 
Ydt Jay jumped from his eniinen'ce»to waddle in the 
llough of ^ttendcfd .rfilciprocity, ta Jietray e^gcry 
principle of official truft, and to traniple on f very a- 
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tgm of bis inftruftioiis. Tbe reader will infallibly 
abhor fuch ignorance or treachery, ynleis lie has be^n 
a Britifh commiflary during the lalt war, or a cer- 
tificate corre(pondent with James Reynolds fmce it, 
unlcfs he has a fuit of xompcnfation depending at 
London, uukfs he expc<5ls to be made an officer ia 
thc cufto^^is, a director of the; mint^ ' a chaplain to. 
Congrcis, a printer to the Senate, or ap ambaflador 
to Berlin ; or, nnlels he has twenty bills lying pro- 
trflcd at the bank of the United States, and bis cre- 
dit flicking together by the nod of Mr, Thomas 
Willing. 

W hile the reflation of the 21ft of April, 1 794, 
was uiuier debate, and frequently before that time, 
ill the lame feflion, the gentlemen on the oppofitefide" 
of tlic quefHoD, faid that the Britiih would not feel 
ti\c want of our commerce, becaufe the three milli-' 
ons fterling of exports from Britain to Korth-Ame-a 
rica, formed only one-fixth part of her tota^ exports^ 
Thisrcalbning rcl'cmbiled^hat of fuppoiing, that a 
pcrlbn worth lix thouiand dollars, will not regreC 
the lois of one thoufand, becaufa he ha9 five times 
iJiat ntimlKr bt^hind; or, if you will, that a man 
would not feci the amputation of one of his fingers,i 
lit' the othor feven are fafe and found. Aiiotfaen 
circiiniltance nmil be attended to. One-half of the 
commerce of Britain had been deftroyed by the 
\ages of the Freiich war, fb that the lp(s of Amerir 
can rouimerce Nvould then have been equal to the 
annihilation of one thirdor fourth part gf her wltcrie 
kirei^'ttt trade. 

What eifeifl thefe refolutions, if adopted, wfire 
likely to produce in Britain, may be perfectly afiiorf 
laiiKd upon tlieautbority of Dr. Adam Smith, who 
was« on a poiut of this kind, a judge ajboye CKCQptK 
on. Thcpallugeoowtobequo^, isof coniiderabl^ 
length, but it imcs toilluffaralcthepic^ fobjeft 
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fo completely, that an apology would be unncceffa* 
ry for its infertion • After defcribing fomc of the 
nnmerous inconveniences which Britam met with^ 
in attempting to- monopolize the commerce of her 
North- American colonies, the dodlor proceeds thus ; 

" Her commerce, inftead of running in a great number of 
" fmall channels, has been taught to run principally in one 
" great channel. But the whole fyftem of her induftry and 
commerce has thereby been rendered lefs fecure; the whole 
ftate of her body politic lefs healthful, than it other wife 
would have been. In her prefent conditioa, Britain refem- 
bles one of thofe unwholefome bodies, in which fome of the 
vital parts are overgrown, and which, upon that account, arc 
liable to many dangerous diforders, fcarce incident to thofe 
" in which all the parts are more properly proportioned, A 
fmall ftop in that great blood-veflef which has been artifici- 
" ally fwellcd beyoiKl its natural dimenfions, and through 
which an unnatural proportion of jthe induftry and commerce 
of the countiy has been forced to circulate, is very likely toc 
*^ bring" on the moft dangerous diforders u^h the whole body 
politic. The expedlation of a ruptun mtth the coloniesy ac- 
" cordingly, has ftruck the people of Britain with more terror 
than they ever felt /e^ a.BpaniJh armackiy 6r a French invai^ 
^^Jion. It was this terror, A^ether well or ill-grounded, which 
" rendered the repeal af the ftamp a£fy amone the merchants,, 
^ at leaft, a popular meafurc. In a total excluuon from the co^ 
lony market, was it to lart only for a few years, the greater 
part of ouf merchants ufed to fancy that they forefaw an en,- 
" ttre Jfop to their trade ; the greatfcr part of our matter ma- 
nufefturers, the entire ruin ef their hufmefs \ and the greS- 
ter part of our workmen, an end $f their employment. 
" A rupture with any of our neighbours Upon the contirfehf,. 
though likely too to occafion fome ft(^ or interruption in 
the employment of fome of all thefe different orders of peo-^ 
" pie, is forefccn, however, without any fuch general emotioiu 
" Th^ blood, pf which the circulation is ftopt in fome of the 
" fmaller veffels, eafily difgorges itfelf into the greater,, with?* 
"out occafioning any dangerous djlbrder ; but, when it 
" ftopt in ariy of the greater veffele, convulfions, apoplexy, or 
" death, are the immediate and unavoidable confequences.. fiT 
" but, one of diefe overgrown mamrfa<3:ures, which hy frieaiifts 
either of bounties oc •£ lioArnxfi^j^iti^^ 
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« ny markets, havebc'.:i r.rtificially raifed up to an unnatural 
« hciglit, finds fome finall ftop or interruption in its employ- 
" ment, it freq'ieAtly occafioiis a mutiny anddiforder alarming 
to govemmfKt^ and rmbarraffing even to the deliberations of 
the le^ijJiiturc. How great, therefore, would be the diforder 
and co;ifufion,it was thought, which muft neceflarily be oc* 
" cafioncd by a fudden and entire ftop in the employment of fo 
" great a pr<j-K>rtion of our principal manufafturers !'* 

In dolpirc bf this overwhelming narrative, mem- 
bers of Congrefs could ftand up and make (pcechcs, 
by the hour, to prove, that an interruption of her 
commerce with America would not be ferioufly re- 
garded Ivy Britain. If flie was fo deeply afraid of 
America in 1766, when vidlorious, and at peace 
w ith all the world, her alarm would, of courfe, 
be vallly greater in 1794, when her public debt 
had doubled iiucc the former time ; when her ar- 
mies on the continent were extirpated ; when her 
manufacturing ciafles were already ftarving by 
thoufands* ; and when her trade to the United States 
was computed to be at twice the amount of what 
it had bieen twenty years before. This turn of 
circumftances went direftJy in favour of America. 
In 1766, England was more deeply alarmed than 
fhe had been by the Spanifh armada. In 1794, 
tremor would have been ten times greater, as a 
man dipt Up to the thin, ftands in more hazard of 
drowning, than when the ftream only wets his ancle. 

The exports from Britain to America, were, in 
1794, about three millions fterlingt ; being, as 
above ftated, equal to about a fixth part of her ex*- 
ported manufadtures; Let us fuppofe that every 

^ • A letter from a merchant in Manchcftcr to Ms ftiend in tius 
city, written about that time, obfervcd, that, t/i/ nju-asnot forAmerioh 
they luonld have nmfited "RfL^kX}, TO THEIR mouths. 

+ On the iJ?ih of April, 1796, Pitt faid, in the Honfe oiPCdnr- 
mons, that the total exports of Britain, amoanted to twcAty-fbur 
millions ftcrling; and in 179^, to twcnty-feron millioniy cw^ hun- 
dred aod feveaty thodlaoa poaods fterling. 
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xnanufaftarer in Britain requires fifteen pounds fter-* 
ling per annum to fupport him j and that one-half 
of the price of the commodities cxpprted from Bri- 
tain to America confifts in the wages of their la- 
bour. Here then we have abftraftcd from the fund 
of lubfiftencQ for the labouring part of the people 
.of Britain,, one millxon^nd fivEi.hxjndf.ep thou- 
sand POUNDS STEALING. Of thcfc manufafturers^ 
a cqnfiderable number muft be married, and have 
families of children. It may feem ftrangejq Ame- 
rica, but it is abfolutely true,, that in Britain, or 
at. leaft in Scotland, a jpurneyman manufafturer 
has raifed his family on (ixfhillings.fterling a weefe:, 
which is only fifteen pounds twelve fliillings per 
annum. Let :us compntc then that one-foijrth part 
of the hundred thoufand manufafturers- above flu- 
ted-, are nxarr;ieci, and that each has three children. 
This eftimate gives us two hundred t^ipufand peo^ 
pie reduced to beggary at a fi ngle ft roke. We 
muft likewifc take into the account, that many 
thoufands of Britifti tradefmen 4epe];id entirely for 
their fubfiftence .upon the cuftom'of thofe two hun- 
dred thoufand people j that the whole number 
deprived of employment may bq conjefturcd at 
two hundred and fifty thoufand. To this^ wc muft 
add the deftruftion of revenue,, the confufion, 
alarm, and bankruptcy of merchants, and the fall 
of the ftocks, which muft be the neceflary confe- 
quence, and then let any body fay, whether the 
lofs of the commerce of An^erica muft not be a ve- 
ry ferious objefl: to Britain. 

This aft, prohibiting the importation of Britifli 
goods, was loft in the Senate, by the cafting vote of 
Mr.John Adams. All the advantages that it would 
have produced, have been thrown away, and all 
the mifchief^ attending Jay's treaty have been ori- 
ginally caufed by tbe fatal rejcftion of the vice- 
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pfelidcnt. The advocates againft the prohibition 
difcovcred a great want of information, of inte- 
grity, or of judgment. There cannot be a plain- 
er poiition than that now before us. Adam Smith 
was, perhaps, the beft informed political writer 
that Britain ever had. He affirmed, that an exclu- 
fion from the United States would affi'ight her mor* 
efFeftually than a Spanifli armada, or a French in- 
vafion. The Adamites denied all this ; and their 
ignorance, their faftious fpirit, or their treachery, 
has coft American trade at leaft feven or eight mil- 
lions of dollars. The conftant cry was, that the 
Britifh would declare war. Some weeks before 
that time, when Madifon's refolutions were deba- 
ted, general Smith aflced one of thefe bawlcrs, 
what made him apprehenfive that England would 
attack us ? He replied, that he had no apprehen- 
fions of fuch a thing, but fome of his neighbouh 
were afraid of it, and he ivanted to pleaje themA 
General Smith told this in Congrefs, on the 27th 
of May, 1797- This would be one of thofc impof- 
tors who went home and told their conftituents, 
that Madifon wanted to deftroy the government. 

Among the ridiculous arguments advanced in 
C6ngrefs for accepting the Britifli treaty, one was, 
that it would prevent the renewal of an Indian war. 
On the 29th of April, 1796, Mr. Dayton faid, that, 
by rCjefting Jay's treaty, it \^ might be calculated 

upon as mevitahlc^ and the confequent expend 
" ture of fourteen hundred thoufand dollars , annu- 

ally ; but in carrying the treity into effeft, afid 

poflefling the (Weftcrn) ports with the troops, 
" they ftiould be fi-ee from any danger of a fcrious 

rupture with tlie favages* .'^ That the Wcftom 

• Bathe's Debates^ vol. ii. p. 547. 
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pods would firmly bridle thC' Indiana, was, at that 
time, a received opinion. 

Dr. Ames took up tbefubjet^ in a higlier ftrain« 
The tories were ready to Ipit in ^py man's face 
who did not admire his Ipeech on that occafion. On 
the Indian war, he fets^out as follows : 

On this theme, my emotions are unutterable : 
* ' if I could find words for them, if my powers bore 
* ' any proportion to my zeal, I would fwcll ^ly voice 
" to fuch a note of remonftrance, it (hould reach 

every log-houfc beyond the mountains. I would 
*V^y to the ipl^abitants, wake you from your falfc 

fecurity. Your cruel dangers, your more cru* 

el apprehenCons arc (bon to be renewed : the 

wpvinds, yet unhealed, arc to \>c torn, open again. 
*Vln the day time, your path through the woods 
^' will be ambuQied. The darknefs of midnight 

will glitteif with the blaze of your dwellings.. 

— ^You arc a father— the blood of your fons 
^. : fball fatteayour cornfield,-rT-You are a mother-~ 

the war'-^yboop^^all waikethe fleep of the cradle^. 

On this fubj/eft,,you need not fuipcdl any deccp- 

tion on your feelings. It if aipet5tacle of horror 
^ • which cannoji be overdrawn. If you have nature < 

in your he^s^ it will Ipeajc a language compa- 
* ' red with which all I have ikid or can fay,^ will be 

poor and frigid. . 

>' Will it be whifpered that the treaty has made 
ittc a new champion for the proteAion of the fron- 
tierii ? It is known that my voice as well as vote 
have been uniformly given in conformity witU 
the ideas I li«ve cxprefled. Proteftion is the 
^^ right of th^ i&Kinticrs j it is our duty to give it 
. AU this is Vfiry finie. The conclufioa implies an 
internal .daubt the mind of the orator that he 
was liable to tftie^ charge of inconfiftency. Indeed, 
«n the ^ Ji«H5., J7a4r Ara«s- fpgjkc thus, in 
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Ciongrefs : " I am not one of thofc who think that 

there are too many Indians, any more than too 
" many wild bcafts. The one may, by fkilful ma- 
^' nagcment, he rendered as harmlefs as the other.'' 
In 1794, '^'l'^" the doftor uled this language, he 
Lliouglit only of injuries that Indians have fuf- 
fcred from white people. Ih' April, 1796, he 
thought only of injuries that white people fuffer 
from Indians. In thie latter' itrftance, Dr. Ames 
proved more than he forcfaw. A refufal to appro- 
priate would not have jnftified England in breaking 
the peace of 1783 ; and hence her ftiihiilating the 
f.ivages to murder, would have been an aft of the 
blackelt perfidy. The doftor looked upon this 
confequence as certain; Jacobinifm can do no- 
thing worfe. This proves the folly , of thinking 
Frenchmen more barbarous than Britons. ITie 
doftor fays, that "his voice as' Vdl as vote has 

been nnijonii*^ NO. He was an 'atfvocate for 
that fyftem, which ended with refufing p^jmicnt-to 
the militia of Tcnnellt-c; for hav1ttg 'd6tie their du- 
ty. Yet the capture of Nickajack was- nearly • as 
important as Wayne's' viftory on th6'ban\{S of thie 
Mlamis. Of l!he former, nobody {peaks. -For the 
latter, America- ha^ rung'with exultitioh. 

Again, if the Indians are ready to break''a tfcah 
ty, when a governor of Canada )fkhlt 'bid thewSi^ 
fo, wc have certainly too many of fuch' rieighbours^i 
and r)^eniatic tredchery makes it hardly WWtH 
^hile to hegociate with them. This piftu#*^/ 
perfidy does hot agree with what Dri Ames^W 
lUid only a few minutes before. "•■'I. fee nc^excqn 
^ tion fo the refpeft that is paid^attfoiig^riatldns^td 
" the law of p^ood faith. If there:.are cafes in thisi 
^^ tniUghtcned period when it is'tS^ated^ there are! 

none where It iS^dterled. . K^is 

*>f politics, the fcUgion of g©¥e^rbiificids* - It ill 
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" obfcrved by barbarians. A whifF of tobacco 
fmokc, or a firing of beads, gives not merely , 
binding, force, hwt fandity to treaties.** 
By the fubfcquCnt accoumt of the gentleman him- 
fclf, the beads and tobacco were both to be for- 
gt)tten at the nod of England* JSIo exception to the 
rejped to the law of good faith ! Modern hiftory 
is as full as it can be of the violation of good faith. 
The Britifli orders of the 8th of June, and 6th of 
November, 1793, of January^ 1794? were 

all breaches of treaty* The extravagance of the 
orator^s ftyle is too evident for dete Aion . He then 
puts the fuppofition that England " refufes to'ex- 
" ecute the treaty, after v^^e have done every thing 
to carry it into effeA.— What would you fay, or 
rather what Ttould you not fay He then, in a 
ftrain of lofty declamation, tells what might be 
faid ! The only remark .Worth making would be 
that a blackamoor cannot iafily VJdJh himfelf %\)hite} 
and that no man vcrfant ih hiftory would feel fur-! 
prize at fuch national bafenefs. Dr* Ames makes'^ 
repeated reference to the ftates of Barbary, as upr- 
fiifpeCled of breaking treaties. j4 Jhort hifory ' cf 
Algiers^ printed fome years ago by Mr. JVIathew 
Carey, will give him a precious catalogue of fiich 
matters. Jay's treaty itfcif is regarded by the 
French as a violation of our treaty with them . The 
remarks on this fpeech may be fhortcned, for the 
treaty has ii? faiio died. This can be proved in a 
few words. 

" There is no pofition better fettled, than , that 
" the breach ^iany article of a treaty by one par- 
ty, gives thep.ther an option to confiderthe7(;A(>/tf 
treaty as annulled*. '' Now, as England is on* 
the v(?rgc of a, general, bankruptcjr, our merchant* 

.. * Camillas, No, viii," 
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have no chalice to recover their five milliotis of dol- 
lars. Tliis wras the temptation for accepting the 
treaty ; and, when that vifion has vanifhed, Con- 
grels, by the adraiffion of Camillas himfelf, are at 
liberty to declare it void. They could do nothing 
better. 

His majefty's moft faithfiil fubjefts in Philadel- 
phia toil hard to prove that England will recovcf 
her credit. The prefent diftrefs hath not come of 
a fudden. In April, 1796, a committee of mer*- 
chants waited on Mr. Pitt. At this interview it 
came out that the bank of England had advanced 
fourteen millions ftcrling for government. Sixteen 
millions fterlingof cafh and bullion had, within 
three years, been exported from the kingdom. 
Gambling in the funds had been excited by Pitt's 
exorbitant premiums to fuch a pitch, that twenty^ 
thirty, and forty per cent were given for money to 
carry it on. Manufafturers or merchants could no 
longer borrow money at five per tent, fb that ib- 
bei' trade was not to befupported. All thele were 
the ftrongeft caufes and fymptoms which could be 
conceived of approaching ruin. France hath only 
to reft on her irms, to exclude, as jfhe liath done, 
Englifii commerce from almoft every port in Eu- 
rope, and then to permit England to proceed witt 
an annual loan of twenty millions fterlifag. Hence 
it is of little concern whether Britain profeflcdly 
ftops payment in this year or the next. The civcnt 
is certain. The delay is but like a fortftight's ret 
pite from the gibbet. The prediftions of Gerald 
and Palmer have not been Idng unfulfilled ; ubr 
have their wrongs bfeen long uriaveiiged. 

Recurring to Dr. Ames, we c^ri now anfwer one 
of his queries. " The ^ticles ftlptilating the 

redrefs of our injuries by captures, are faid to be 
" dclufivc. By whom is this Juid By every body. 
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Dr. Ames hjas been fucceded in the, fifth -Congreis 
by a diligent hnitator^ Qf all thatmight have been 
lp;ared in the reprefcntative of Soflon wc find a 
faithfuH copy; But from his comprebenfive know- 
led^, his pathetic vivacity, his acutenels of remprk, 
Jbis chafle^ yet luxuti?nt elegancy of expreflion, tlie 
honourable Harrifon. i Gray Qt}S • pf ,IVfflflachurett& 
keeps, and forever will keep, at an immeafurablc * 
diftance* • 

On the I ft of July, 1.797^ an amendment 'was 
propofed in Congrels to the ftamp-duty bill. Twen- 
ty dollars were to be charged for a ccrtjificate of 
citizenfhip to an emigrant. On this occafion, IVlr. 
Otis made, as ufual, a fpeech of confiderablelength,^ 
Mr. Loyd took au extenfive (kqjtch of it. But as 
the commodities of this orator are not much in de- 
mand, Mr. tioyd ha^inot yet-prcfumed to incumber 
.his pewipaper with the copy* Mr. Bache gave a 
ftort account of it^ and ai Mr. Otis has complaiu- 
cd Jbitterly of the negligence of reporters, the fol- 
Jowing extras ^qf th^ .niQ(t fliining parages has beea 
here infert^d, cum natis variorum. 
. Mr Qti& defended the ftamp duty. " Wje^ did net 
" wstnt population now.*' [^Vhf^ United ftates con- 
tain above la.mUUon of Square miles, and about five 
millions, of people. Making large allowance for 
water, and Hm^ ui^lefk land,, their territory could 
with much ealib., accommodate twenty tinges their 
,prefeBt number bf people* Au ijn^nenfe wilder- 
nefs beyond the Miffiflippi remaips aJfo to be filled 
up. We need an increafe i>f: numbers more than 
.^ny other natiou. It.i&tupmentousto pur political 
fafety. In the A* C. of Auiva^ic^ai^ politics, Mr. 
Otis might have Ipam^d thi3 kflpn.]] He m^dc 

fbme obfervatioris on the relative manners of 

Europe an4 this country. He could not agree 
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" that there was this fimilarity'^ ^ at Icaft in thcprc- 
" fcnt diftraftcd ftate of Europe; when morality 
and religion, and every veftige of what was great 
and amiable, was endeavoured tobefwept from 
the fiirface of the earth/' fomeparts of iSu- 
rope, in Portugal and Riiflia, fer example, the hu- 
man charaftcr is degraded by defpotifm. But in 
every country where anj' degree of freedom can 
be tbnnd, the people of Europe will bear, Hi all 
relports, a comparifon with thofc of America. How 
Ihould it bcothcrwife ? The United States-have be- 
come inhabited by a fucceffion of chips from the 
old bloi:k of European population. They have 
not been long enough in the New world to attain 
any important diftinftion of charafter* During 
this debate, an Irifh reprefentative remarked to a 
ftranger in the lobby, that nearly one fourth part 
of the members then prefent were natives of Eii- 
rope. To the fouth of New-England, at leaft one 
half of the citizens arc either emigrants from thenite, 
or the fons or grandfbns of fuch emigrants. As far 
the attempt to Iwecp 7norality andre/igim^ everY Vcf- 
tigc of all that is great and a7niable from the fur- 
face of the earth, this is only a round-^bout wky 
of profefling that Mr. Otis is an enemy to the French 
revolution. Had he been born in due time, his would 
furely have rcfifted that of America j for the 
French had received at leaft five millions of provoca- 
tions, where the Americans could' produce one.' It 
is to be infbrred that Mr* Otis laments the deftruiS 
tion of theBaftile, the abolition of the Gabelle, the 
rack, the wheel, monarchy, nobility, andthntu^ 
moft of abomindtions — an ep>fcopal eftablifhment^ 

law. He thinks that to let every man believe wluft 

.1 ■ ■ . * .■ J 

* Mr. Gallatin had {aid that we were in'fa{l an Ebiopeaa nii|i4A».. 
that the manners of the people, on both fides of thq-water^. 
^ITeinially the famc^ 
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creed, and employ what prieft he pleafes, is the 
waytofweep religion from the earth. To deftroy 
ariftocracy is to deftroy morality. This muft be 
his meaning*] " He wiihed to place a bar in the way 
of the admiflionof thofe reftlefs people who could 
not be tranquil and happy in their own country; 
" thofe who bad unfurled the ft^dard of rebellion 
at home. He profefled an efteem for fome emi- 
grants to this country j but he did not wifli a horde 
of wild Irijhmen to be let loofeupon us ; who were 
" now endeavouring to efFeft a revolution in their 
own country. He did not wifli the introduftion 
here of their revolutionary principles. He was 
willing to fraternize with thofe emigrants who 
might be admitted among us now ^ but he wifticd 
a'bar placed to further migrations, and he did not 
think twenty dollars too much. 
The term of wild^ as here applied exclufively to 
Iriihmen, is highly impertinent. In thofe parts 
of Ireland where the peace and property of the 
lubjefts have formerly been protected, the ge- 
neral caft of manners was fully as good as that 
in New-England. A great body of the peo- 
ple were however kept in a ftate of inceffant ir- 
ritation by the preffure of their landed ariftocracy, 
and their blood-fucking church of England hierar- 
chy. Of thefe unfortunate viftims it wonid be un- 
fair to eftimate the morals, till they fhall enjoy a 
political fyftem, whereby induftry is encouraged, 
and property fecured. Fortune has never fported 
more cruelly, than by fubjefting that hofpitable 
and generous nation to the monopolizing jealoufy, 
and the fyftematic barbarity of an Englilh parlia- 
ment. An Irifh revolution is now expedled, and 
in its triumphant i^^ue, Ireland, fpurning the yoke 
of hereditary tyrants, will afTurae her proper rank 
^d dignity among the powers of Europe, 
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'i'liofL','* Xlr. Cch, 'who hr*ve r.nfarlcd 
tl.'j ..; :k*. rtl ciho:! AT HO?.rE." A mob 

u-o-M i.rj 11 1. t'.;.v.i f).' Boflon began the Ameri- 
i rni :-(.-\ :jli:ti;j;l, by iiiiriirlin^^* the Uandard cf in- 
jiiMi'.c. 'I iK-y wsVzlo.'iv (icfiroycd three hundred 
aii i l'}riv-cv.() cliLiis oTtLj, in prcfence, and with 
flic 'ir.j^rf)!?at:ioii of r/iiincnle crowd of Ipetftators. 
'I'ii-: :Kt of p.ii lianiciit for riiiitting up the port of 
H<>j|')n, \v;!S tiic natural and fuitaUe coniequence 
of that V. iic ir.u;.Iictii)r.. "l^hc burning of the 
Clai'iirc iVhoDiicr, :!t Providence, in Rhode-Ifland, 
bri:iiifc JL ob.Lri!cic:l fmwjijvlincr, was another 
oiilr;i;.rf, tliril ()n;\:it to bc reprobated by every man 
wlio Is I?: for living; under a civilized government. 
"I'hc whoit! cor.vincr.t was dragp;ed haftily into 
a V. .n*, to Tiive ll:c rcfllcls towniinen of Bofton 
fi r)iii a cliaililcment that Tome of them evidently 
dcit rvcd. 'i he fricncis cf America in Englnncl^ 
coiiKl IK) lonpvr defend ti;cir proceedings. The 
caull* of lihnl y was dil^n accd and injured by the 
unbecoming impatience of its advocates.The townt 
men of Hclf ill have invaded no man's property. 
The burden ofa'^tnal (>j''pre:;ion cnifhes them tothe 
earth. Tl'.e wronjvs of America were chiefly in 
pn/j\'\/. Siie was more lightly taxed than any 
other country in the world. If the people of New- 
Kri<;Ianil hai! behaved witli equal moderation and 
<li«.\nily as thoie of > ir^^iaia, it is likely enough that 
the friends of Brllilh fiipremacy v/ould, inthe ifllie, 
have been far lefs numeroiisthan they proved to be. 
^\'hcn once tlie contell had begun, there coald bc 
no meiiium between independence and llavcry, but 
that ilvH*s not leflen the extreme want of fenfc and 
honciiy in burning the tea. It very ill becomes fuch 
people to rail at reformers in Europe. The whole 
fpeoch proves that Mr. Otis is unworthy even to 
reiidc in a free count ly, aiid ir^finitely more fo to re- 
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Tprcfent it. Nature intended him for a keeper of the 
Gonciergerie, . or a led captain to fome, prince of 
Wales. After all> Otis only betrayed the realfenti- 
ments of his whole party ; and tinder fuch leaders, wo 
cannot wonder at the contemptible and pitiable fi- 

: giire which the United States do at prefent make. 
The unexpefted length to which fome articles iu 
this volume arc found to extend, has of neccflity 
prcvcntcd th«- publication of others. This devia- 
tion from the firft defign is more fully explained ia 
the preface. The following mifccllaneous remarks 
have, however, been infcrtcd, as a relief to the rea- 
der from the famenefs of political details. They 
refer to fubjefts of univerfal intereft, and which^ 
in the moll expreflive manner, demand reforma- 
tion. 



On Saturday, the 12th of March, 1796, two ftage coaches, 
fet out at fix o'clock in the morning, from Frenchtown foe 
Newcaftle. The diftance is only feventeen miles, and yet 
the drivers did not reach the latter place till twelve o'clock. 
They took fix hours to travel a fpace, which a healthy, ac- 
tive man would have walked over with eafe, in four and an halt 
The road through which the coaches had to go, was very tole- 
rable. One of the drivers, when near Newcaftle, attempted 
a kind of quicker pace than ufual. The wretched harnefling 
inftantly gave way; the two fbremoft horfes broke loofe, and 
fet off at full gallop : one of them was near breaking his neck. 

When the paffengers arrived at Newcaftle, the wind was 
fair, die tide was making, and the boat for Philadelphia was 
ready and waiting ; yet they were detained an hour and art halfl 
The only conceivable reafon for this delay viras, that the innkeeper 
might fcrub the paffengers out of the price of a dinner. 

At laft the boat got off, and with a fair wind came up within 
lefs than two miles of Gloucefter point ; but the wind and tide 
failing, the veffel was obliged to come to^ anchor. If (he had 
left Newcaftle but an hour more early, (he might have come 
with eafe to the wharf at Chcfnut-ftrcet, by fix o^clpck in the ' 
evening. . : ' ■ 
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Seven or eight of the paflcngers, who were anxious to ^ for- 
ward, were cSliged to pay h^f-i-dollar each to the failors to 
row them afhore. If the owners of thefc boats arc capad>leQ( 
fhanie, which is extremely doubtful, they muft blufli at fudi 
multiplied inftances of negligence, infolcnce and extortion. 

Another tide was cxpeSed to begin about one o^clock indie 
morning. The niafter, whofc name is Mitchell, fate up, 
drinking grog, playing at cards with fome paflengers, smd 
making an intolerable noifc, till the hour above-mentioned; j 
he then wnt to bed. Aboi:t four in the morning, (bme of i 
his men came down to tell him that the tide Was ebbing; and: { 
that the boat w^s run aground. It was a long dmc befixe 
they could make him underftand them. 

Finally, the boat came up to Arch-ftreet wharf on Sunday 
evening, with the tide, having performed ^ paflage in twenty- 
.'ight hours, which, with the utmoft eafe, might have been 
executed in Jix, ^ 

The above appeared in a Baltiiyiorc ncwipaper.* 
S^me of the p.irtics felt !hcmfelves angry, andfaid 
ft) ; but they did not attempt to contradi^ the ftate- 
iiicnt, for it was only a Ipecimen of their daily 
practice. 



Extra^ f*f n kttcr from a gentleman In PbiUiielphia^ to his 
friend in Baltimore^ daicd i^th of Aprils ^79^* 

In the Maryland Journal of the 28th of Mardi laft, l ok- 
fl'rvc an account of an expedition from Frcnchtown to New- 
caflle in the ftage coach, and from the latter place to Philadel* 
phia by the ftagc boat. The writer complains that the coach 
took fix hours to drive fcvcntecn miles over a tolerable road;- 
that the boat fpent twenty-eight hours on a voyage Up die Dc-. 
laware, which might have been ended in^hoUrS; thatMitdiel],> 
the mafter of the boat, got drunk that his failors Atcodi&mo , 
of the paflengcrs, &c. &c. 

'I'his malcontent muft undoubtedly be a foreigner, other-^^, 
wife he never would ha\'e attempted to grumble^ for two foEA 
rcafons, Firft, bccaufc, with a few exceptions, brutality^ 
negligence and filching, are as naturally expelled by people ap*-^ 
cuftomed to travelling in America, as a mouth, a nofe, and fivor 
eyes, are looked for in a man's face. Secondly, becaufe Iwt' 
redreft, mi individual reformation, are equally hopelefs. Tle^ 
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former would require fuch a waftc of time ai)d money, v/ith fo 
extreme an uncertainty of the iffue, that no perfori of common 
prudence ever thinks of it. As for the fccond, there arc excep- 
tions, both as to landlords and drivers, between this place and 
Baltimore ; and others may be found in different parts of the 
country. But the flanks in tliis lottery arc more numerous 
than thcpris^es ; and to hope reformation or amendment of cha- 
rav5>er, among the wofthlefs, would be the moft vifionary of 
all vifions, 

Thus ftandihg this cafe, this gentleman, inftead of grumblings 
fhould rather be very thankful to have rode from Krenchtowa 
to Newcaftle, without getting his limbs broke, aiid his trunk, 
if he had one with him, (battered to pieces, or pitched a yard 
deep into the mire. QK^itchfell, the boatman from Newcaftle 
to Philav'clphiji,'flid not endanger the lives of his paflcngers. 
He only kept them about five times longer than v/as neceflary 
on the water. If h'iyfai'lors took half-ardollar a piece for row- 
ing feme of the pafleiiigers on fliore, they (houldhave been ve- 
ry grateful that the boat was not overfet. Permit me to relate; 
fomc of my own trials and troubles of this nature. 

In June 1794, 1 had occafion to go to New- York. Two 
rival coaches came near the town of Brunfwick, at the fame 
time. The one in whfch I was, got the ftart of the other by 
a few yards 5 and entered the town at full gallop. I cxpefted 
every moment when the coach would break down, or fome of 
the horfes fall d^ iinder the fetlguc. Moft of our paflehgcrs. 
were as fond of tljis triumph as the driver himfelf, and did' 
every thing in their power to encourage luni to break their 
necks. At EHafahethrtown, a young lady, well mounted^ 
came up behind lis, and attempted to ride by. Six or eight 
of us inftantly raifibd a halloo, frightened her'horfe, and almofl:' 
unfcated her. On attempting to cxpoftulatc, I foon found 
that I might prefently be treated ftill worfe than flic was. The. 
whole cargo roared out, TVhat ? Suffer any body to take the ro^i^ 
of us ?^They reviled the lady in the moft mamcful ftilc. One of 
tnem I learned to be a merchant in New- York, and a man not 
of anobfcurc fituation. A fecond was aquaker. I tried to ar- 
gue with him on the principles of^is fociety, on the vilenefs and 
cowardice of hazarding the life or limbs of a fellow creature for 
fuch a jockey pieceof ettiquette. I had a furly anfwer, and wa$ 
at the lame time, taken up fliort by a clergyman from the north 
of Ireland, who conftantly kept himfelf in a ftatc gf elevation 
during the laft fixty miles of our journey. 

N n 
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In coming back from New- York to this dty, I preferred 
* going by water.— The matter of a ftage-boat, which took txs 
over an arm of the fea to New- Jerfey, gave an eminent proof 
of attention to his duty. He fufiered our boat to be veiy 
nearly run down on a fmooth calm fea^ in broad day light, by 
a ve/iel of much larger hulk than ours, that was opmin^ up 
in full fail. At lait, when within perhaps twenty yards of 
her, the ihouting of her crew awaked him from his torpor ; 
but after all, we mifled only by a few feet, a ftroke that ine- 
vitably would have fent us to the bottom. Thus were the 
lives of twenty or thirty people brought into the moft immll- 
nsnt rifk, becaufe the boat was entrufted with a blockhead^ 
who had not common (enfe enough to drive a dung cart. 

At Amboy, part of our baggage was forgot, notwithflan- 
ding the iniunftions which we gave, and the ailuranccs which 
we received, that the whole .would be carefully packed. So 
great was the politenefe of the houfe, that though we had paid' 
for feats over-night,, the coach wais on the point of fetting ofF 
without giving notice to five or fix of us, who were in confi- 
derable danger of being left behind. 

In our paflage acrofs Jerfey, the drivers did every thing in 
their power to kill the horfes, by making them go at a hand 
gallop^ for fix or feven miles together, without flopping, over 
a deep fandy road, ami in a very hot day. If the owners of 
thcfe coaches had the icaft feiife even of their own intereft, they 
would flog fuch barbarous villains, in place of paying them 
wages. 

At Bordenton, we went into a fccond boat, where we met 
with very lorry accommodation. This was about four o'clock 
in the afternoon^ We had about twenty miles down the De- 
kware to reach Philadelphia., The captain^ who had a moft 

frovoking tongue, was a boy about eighteen years of age. 
{e, and a few companions, difpatched a dozen or eigh- 
teen bottles of porter* We ran three different times againft 
other veflels that were coming up the ftream. The women 
and children lay all night on the bare boards of the cabin floor. 
A little boy, one of the paffengers from New- York, lingerol 
the brink of the grave, during feveral months, in confequence 
of this mode of tra^velling. We reached Arch-ftreet Vi^arf, 
.about eight o'clock- on the Wednefday morning, having been 
about fixteen hours on a vopge of twenty miles. Compared 
to fuch navigators as tboic :wo,.whQm I have juft given you an 
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praftice fo pregnarit with danger and ruin. A few years of ha-^. 
bit; reconcile hint to it,, and if he builds a houfe for hiniielf> he is. 
not ambitious of looking wifer than other people. 
• We often hear of fires in London, and they are fooietimes ve- 
ry terrible. But London Is about feven or eight times more 
populous than the five largeft fea-port towhs.ih America puf 
together, fo that if "we compare the number of buildings with 
the number of fires, in thefe diiferent places, it will be found 
that thofe of London arc of much inferior fi»equcncy. 

In Edinburgh, the houfes are far more durably built than 
cither in London or Dublin. In the two latter, the walls are. 
al'moft univcrfally formed of brick, and the'ftairs of wood. la 
Edinburgh the walls and ftairs are of ftone, and every ftairis 
arched quite round with' ftone, fo firmly compared, that the 
wooden parts of the houfe might be corifumed twenty timed 
over, and tb? ftair-cafe itfelf remain without damage. No 
wooden roo' is to be feen ;,and the flatc roofs are invariably 
feparated by a parapet wall. The rcfult from this ftyle of ar- 
chitecture i«, that a well built houfe can hardly burn to the 
ground, on any account. A dirty chimney may kiivJle," caufe 
cccafionai alarm, and produce petty damag:e5 but the burning 
x)ut of a family is a very uncomm^ni accident. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

Proceedings of Congrefs .—Afair of Randall and 
tVhitney . — Plan of appointing a fliort-hand ^vri^ 
' ' ter. — Debates on the federal city. — A€i of Appro-- 
■ priation.— Debates on the call for Jay^s inflrnC" 
tions. — Strange anjyier of the Prefident. — Appro^ 
priations for the Britifh treaty. — Explanation of 
the condud of Mr. Muhlenberg. — Singular multi-- 
plicity of petitions in favour of appropriating for 
• ih^ Britifit treaty. ---'Rife of the Jdffion. 

THE preliminary and mifcellaneous materials 
of this volupie have fwelled to a much grea- 
ter bulit than had been forcfeen or defigncd. Af- 
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the mint* After a very hard ftruggle, the mint pro* 
traced its cxiftcncc, under the fevercft repobation 
of its management from every fide of the houfe* 
The plan of this eftablilhmeijit came from Mr. Ha- 
milton. Large fums had been expended to very 
little purpofe . One defign of it feems to have been 
theereftion of aboard offineciires for the fake of 
increafing the executive influence. 

On the 29th of January, the houft \vent into a 
committee of the whole, on a report from a com- 
mittee that had been appointed to find out a ftiort 
hand writer who was to take down their debates at 
full length, and print them. A p^rfon had, for al- 
moft two preceding feffions, attended the houfe to 
take minutes of its proceedings for the Philadelphia 
Ga^^ette. In this wildernefs of fcribbling, many 
particulars tranfpired, which members were afhamed 
to confefs and afraid to deny. Four gentlemen were 
efpecially irritated, viz. Tlieodore Sedgwick, Dr. 
William Smith, Samuel Dexter, and Robert Good- 
loe Harper. Mefli-s. Dexter and Sedgwick were 
not able to forgive the figure that they had made ii^ 
the nobility debates, as well as on fome other occa-- 
fions. Harper had difputed with col. James White, 
delegate from Tenneffee, oh the defence of the 
South-Weftern frontier ; and the particulars, which 
were not to his advantage, had been related with 
unfeeling accuracy. But Dr. Smith, was by far more 
rancorous than the other gentlemen collefliively. 
During the debate on Maidifbn's refolutions, Mr* 
Abraham Clarke of New-Jerfey faid, turning round 
to his right hand, and looking at Mr. ff^illiam Smithy 
that a ftranger in the gallery might fuppofe there 
was a Britifh agent in the houfe. Thenickname of 
Britijh agent became general. Mr. Smith was 
burnt in effigy at Charlcfton. On the rifirig of the 
foifio9, be found it convenient to Ihunamqetlng with 
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cellanies tlirat he ever heard of, was for the Icgifla- 
tiire of a country to run fliares with a printer in 
the publication of their proceedings. Even Mr. 
Sedgwick, alfo, oppofed the plan. He honeftly 
faid, that gentlemen were apt to get into a paflion, 
and then they were angry at feeing their expreflions 
in print. Mr. Nicholas was for the appointment. 
He complained that a perfbn who came often to 
that houfe, and who had a very good ftyle of wri- 
ting, once publiftied a fpeech as his. The language 
was much better than I could have made,'' faid 
Mr. Nicholas, and here the member was miftaken. 
Tlic fycech did not contain a lingle fcntiment 
that I would have difowned, but ftill the fpeech 
was not mine." Mr. Harper attacked the d^ 
bates in the Philadelphia Gazette, as difgraceful to 
the country, and full of falfehoods. He prattled 
away at this rate, for a confiderable time. He had 
never complained of inaccuracy but once ; and his 
correftion was immediately adopted. Mr. Harper 
poflelTes a readinefs of invention, and a confidence 
of affirmation, which the public eftisiate at their 
proper value. 

Mr. Giles fpoke in favour of the report ; but he 
feemed to lofe courage on finding that a large 
majority in the houfe entirely difapproved of the 
plan. He exprefled regret at having been concern- 
ed in it. As an excufe, he complained, for the firft 
time, of the inaccuracy of the debates. He had 
never before dropt a hint of that nature. Theprc^ 
fumption is, that it was now brought forward to 
help him out with a lame argument. He felt evi- 
dent chagrin at finding himfelf entangled in this 
prodigal ^nd abfurd projeft. The committee rofe 
without a divifion. On the 2d of February, 1796, 
the fubjcft was difcharged by a rcfolution of the 
houfe. Mr. Kobcrtfon had come fomc hundre^df 

Oo 
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of miles, from a lucrative employment, at the par- 
ticular defire of the fpecial- committee, and had 
ftaid in Philadelphia waiting on this bufmefs, at a 
confiderable expence. He was difmifled without 
compenfation. The boufe ought at leaft to have 
paid the charges of his journey. 

On the 8th of January, the Prefidcnt had fent a 
meflagc to Congrefs. It inclofcd a memorial from 
the commiflroncrs appointed for infpefting the 
buildings at the federal city. The objeft was, to 
obtain a loan of money, under the fanilion of go- 
vernment, in order to complete the public build- 
ings at that place. The loan was to befecurcd on 
the public property in the city. The United States 
were to^ pledge themfelves that, in cafe of the pro- 
perty proving inadequate for difcharging the loan, 
government was to make good the deficiency • 

A committee was appointed to report on this 
meflage. After fevcral difcuflions, a bill rcfpefting 
it pafTed the Houfe of Reprefentatives, on the 31ft 
of March, 1796. The Prefident was thereby au- 
tiiorifed to borrow three hundred thou/and dollars 
on the plan above ftated. The bill went through^ 
by feventy-two votes againft twenty-one. Thus a 
frefti blifter is applied to the back of our national 
debt. 

Mr. Coit, Mr. Sitgreaves, Mr. Havens, and Mr.# 
Swanwick, did themfelves the honour of oppofing 
this annihilation of the public money; for, that 
thefe three hundred thoufand dollars will finally 
come out of the federal trcafury, and never more 
return to it, is tolerably certain. 

Mr. Coit faid, that, between three and four hutt- 
dred thoufand dollars have already been expended ; 
and, as he conceived, to what was worje than no 
purpoji. Ninety-feven thoufand dollars had been 
bid out on the Prciident's houfe, and it was eftima* 
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ted that nearly as much more would be wanted to 
complete it. When finiflied, he conceived tlia€ 
a houfe, which would coft only fifty thoufand, dol^ 
lars, would better anfwer the purpofe. About 
eighty thoufand dollars had been expended on the 
capitol, and yet, progrefs was Jcarcely made bcy^nd^ 
the foundation. He expefted many future and Aittf- 
vy applications to the public treajury for thofe builr 
dings, which he feared would be a lafting monu- 
ment of the pride and folly of this country .—Ninc- 
ty-feven thoufand dollars for a prefidential palace^ 
that is not yet viore than half completed I Thus th« 
whole building will coft at leaft two hundred thou-* 
fand dollars. If this is not deplorable waftc of mo- 
ney, we (hould be happy to karn what name it de- 
ferves ? Indeed, unlefs among the parties immedi- 
ately intereftcd in forwarding this houfe, there can 
hardly be two opinions about it» The abfurdity ia 
too enormous to be endured with tranquility by 
any man, unlefs his ideas are adulterated by felf- 
intereft, by prejudice, by the horror of being left in 
a minority^ or by fome other petty motive unconnec- 
ted with the convmon exercifeof his underftanding. 
The capitol is another fuperfluous edifice, that, as 
came out in the debates, has already funk eighty 
thoufand dollars^ and is fearcely raifed beyond its 
foundation. Such things are encouraged to go 
on, while our moft excellent of all governments 
can hardly raife money to pay the very intereft of 
the debts which it annually contrafting. It is not. 
a feafon. ta \rarnLfli the poop, when the wind is ren- 
ding the (hrouds, when the fea is burfting the TeaQiS) 
and driving in the cabin windows. 

Mr. Sedgwick, in the debate on the 2 5th of Februa- 
ry declared, with a convenient r(?/«;zi^//j/ of aflertion, 
tlmt. accommodations arc to be made for govern- 
ment wthout any ex fence t$ the public tfeajury. It 
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is certain that they will be ercfted at a very enor- 
mous expencc, which muft come in fome fliapc 
from the purfes of the people. Every newlpaper 
is occa(ionally tilled with advertifemcnts about the 
IVaHmi^tou lottery. This is a tax on the public. 
In Europe it is univerfally agreed, that a lottery is 
the inoft ruinous of all methods for raifing money, 
and, atthcf:!metime,themoft injurious tothemorals 
oi" I he people. When we hear Mr. Sedgwick fay, 
tl'. u t 'idc public buildino;s are to be railed without 
e\pcnrf tf) the public^ one mij?;ht guels that, like 
the palace in an Arabian tale, they were to rife by 
enchantment. 

It is amazing that any gentleman can ftand up in 
Corjnrcfr., nnc! talk in fucli a way. Nay, Mr. Sedg- 
wick went fuj thcr. He faid that the more magni- 
ficent thefc buildings were, lb much the better. If 
they exceeded the ij)lendour of the palaces of Eu- 
rope, Americans onght to hcgratefiiL It is highly 
wrong for any legiilature to encourage, among its 
citizens, atalte for gambling. The lottery for tA^ 
fiuirra! city docs this in a confidei'able degixe \ it ex- 
plain-;, what Mr, Coit julHy laid, that between three 
and four hundred thoufand dollars have been expen- 
ded to what is worje than no tmrpoj'e^ 

Mr. Sedgwick may rant as much as he pleafes, 
about the gratilication that Americans muft feel in 
contemplating the completion, and magnificence of 
thefe buildings in the federal city. A man with 
chaftc ideas of political economy, and of national 
freedom, will confiderthem as an equal outrage on 
the one and the other. The pyramids of Egypt, 
the amphitheatre of Titus, tl)C pillar of Trajan, 
and a thoufand other edifices of a fimilar defcrip- 
tion, wxre durable and infulting tefl imonials of the 
flavcry of mankind, with an imprcflion more forci- 
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ble than the pen or the pencil can convey. They 
attefted, that the property and indnftry of mil- 
lions of people had been facriflced to glut the 
caprice and vanity of a fingle man. j4nd who 
or what was this man? Some jockey king, or 
cut throat emperor, who, if flript of a little brief 
authority^ would, ufually, have been one of the 
mofl infignificant of his fpecies. But it is need- 
left to enter into general declarations, or appeal to 
the mournful evidence of Rome and Egypt. The 
fafts admitted in Congrefs fpeakwith fulticient dit 
tinftnefs. 

If the money had been laid out on a cinal be-» 
tween Newcaftle and Frenchtown, or on a high 
road between Philadelphia and Baltimore, or ia, 
penfions, to fome of the poor old foldiers, wha 
fold their certificates for half a crown in the pound, 
there might be fome confolation. The cafli had,to 
be fure, been raifed in a bad way, but its expendi- 
ture had anfwered fome ufeful end ; and, thougli 
no man of fenfc would ever have been highly plea- 
fed by feeing the rapid fale of lottery tickets, yet 
the laudable application of the money, muft have 
fcrved as an emolient to the ulcer. 

It is hard to fay what was the original objeft of 
founding this federal city, or what benefit it could 
be fuppofed to anfwer to the country in general. 
The human faculties are as clear on the banks of 
the Delaware as on thofe of the Potomac. The Pre-p 
fident had already a good houfe in Philadelphia, 
for which his very large falary, of twenty-five 
thoufand dollars, well enables him to pay a fuit- 
able rent. The apartments wherein Congrefs at 
prefent alfemble, in the fame city, are as roomy 
and elegant as can be defired. Philadelphia has 
a centrical fituation, and an atmolphere at leaft as 
healthy as the intended new metropolis. Wc aik 



then, what could be the ufc or objeA of thisfe 
l>itilciing5 ? Or why did a government, encumbered 
Willi a debt of fcvcnty millions of dollars, plunge 
Ite c^lti^cns into this unfathomable pit of architec- 
ture and of lotteries i An old London bookfcllcr 
tifed to fay, that the tith page was half of the bat- 
tie. In like manner, the name of thh city haspro- 
ditced more than half the patience .witib wMch its 
expend it urcj; have been cddUred. 

£ft.itreJ h the proper word, for this plan has 
never e&cited popular enthufiajCmt It hardly could. 
1$ there not already in the iinibn a city good 
Cnoagh* to accommodate Congrcfs ? No other 
city on the continent can cxpeft thc-'fmalleft 
advantage from this removal, and every one of 
them feels a certain lofs. On the fame principle," 
faid Mr. Swanwick, " the houfe might guarantee 
loans for all the cities in the union ? Why a loan 
for the city of Wafhington in particular ? Wai 
there any rcafon why the different cities in the 
union Ihould be taxed for that cityf^* He might 
have fubjoincd, is there any jujlice in fiich a tax? 
If Wafliington becomes an eminent commercial 
place, Alexandria, or Norfolk, or Baltimorci will 
not be one farthing the better for it, but they may 
chance to be the worfc. 

It is highly expedient that the legiflaturc of « 
nation fliould aflemble to do bufinefs in one of the 
largcft of its cities. The reafon is obvious. The 
eyes of the people are thus more effedtually open- 
ed to its proceedings ; and a legiflaturc is. much: 
more fafely to be cntrufted when under iuch in- 
Ipedlion. 

The fpirit of liberty, the penetration to dirccrfl- 
and fortitude to refift delpotifm, have- often been 
found to beat higher in the metropolis of a limited 
govermncnt than in any other p^acc Thus CharlWi 
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thcfirfl: was blamed for calling the long parliament 
at London, where his tyranny was dctcftcd, and 
oonfequently where parliament were furc of firm 
and effeftiial fupport. His friends regretted that it 
had not met at Oxford; themiflakccoft hismajefty 
thelofs of his head. 

The French revolution began at Paris. The 
true charafter of government was much better un- 
derftood there, by the common people, than by the 
fame clafs in moft other quarters of the kingdom. 
At Amfterdam, alfo, oppofition to the corrupting 
influence of the ftadtholder was always ftrongcr than 
any where elfe. A very large city is, in almoft 
every refpeft, a great nuifance. Yet, as it is a bad 
wind which blows good to nobody^ a fubordinate ad- 
vantage may often be traced in the midft of a po- 
litical evil. 

Suchimmenfe capitals as London, Paris, or even 
Amfterdam, cannot fubfift in America, for centuries 
to come, but if they didfb, many reafons would re- 
commend that the feat of government fhould alfa 
rcfide in fuch a fituation. With fo many obfer- 
vers to watch its motions, and whofe very numbers 
infpire them with peculiar confidence, the infolencc 
or corruption of office is more likely to be dctcAcd 
and expofed than on a more limited field of enquiry. 
The prefent trifling oppofition that the abandoned 
minifler of England finds in the Houfe of Commons, 
would, by this time, have moft likely dwindled alto- 
gether away, if the fpirit of Sheridan and others had 
not been fupported by their fituation in the bo- 
fom of a numerous party of the citizens of Londoi^^ 

Thefe hints tend to point out the propriety of 
retaining the refidencc of the federal legiflaturc in 
one of the larger cities of the union. On the ftreets 
of New- York or Philadelphia, every member of 
Congrefs meets with fellow Gitizcns as independent 
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have originated with fomebody, who wanted to fet 
up a political idol. A Prefident is the very laft 
man in the community for whom the public ought 
to build a houfe, bccaufe he has a falary five times, 
larger than that of any other public officer id the 
union ; and heffce can aiFord better than other pub* 
lie officer to pay the rent of his houfe. 

The money expended on palaces at the federal 
eity, is abfolutely caft away. The Prefident and 
Congreft are already as well accommodated with . 
lodgings as they need wiffi to be, or deferve to be* 
There is no ufe for fuch extravagant buildings. 
The raifing of money by lotteries is the moft pernji-* 
cious refburce within the range of political infanity. 
The ercftion of fuch fabrics tends to excite a ton^ 
of ariftocracy and of royalty; to whiclv mankind 
are already but too much addi^fted. 

. Dr. Samuel Johnfon fays, that ''to build is to be 
" robbed.'* We cannot expeft that boufes raifed 
for a government will be carried on with more 
economy than thoCs of private perfons. Mr* 
Coit* fays, that the buildings at .Waftiington have 
been commenced on an extravagant plan, and 
that he hopes the ' Icommiffioncrk wUl be obliged to 
contract them. Mr. Sit greaves, in the fame debate^ 
alfo declares that the eventual expence of the buil- 
dings is not within the reach of calculation^ or even 
of conjecture. What a miferable prdlped is jrawjar 
ing before us ! 

Mr. Havens afked, what was mca^t when it was 
faid that there exifted an obligation of goifig to this 
new city at the year 1800? If room was not toht 
had in it, Congrefs might go toGe'orgetown. They 
7nay ju/l as well Jlay where they are. What woltld. 
they be at ? Poor Richard fays, 
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I nertr faw an oft removed tree, 

Or yet in ofr TCmoved tamilji ^ 

VVtuch ilifove fo wclli as chafie tint fettled be* 

Scttism^ a fuppofMoii tixtffc^ tic^^^ 
t}l9ycar 1800, only two millions of dollars are cxr 

guiif^d on the federal city. The buildiDgs, as has 
tn already es)pilaiiied« are on an estrmvagaiit 
fcale. Tbn United Sciiftei iGm 
Oiein. '\ 

Put two millmns of di^ari Into any rational 
fchcme of domcftic improvement in the country^ 
luch as a well contrived canal. The money will 
yield a lilisar profit often, twenty or thirty per cent. 
Take it at the lo weft ratei and with ten per cent, 
of compound intercft, a fim douUes iticlf in feven 
y^ara^ iifty^wo days and an fcaiP. In fifty^ y^^f 
thcfe two millions of dollars will double themfelvcs 
j^cu times. They will amount to -two hundred 
mi4 fiJ^lbE Inillion^ Tn an hundred years, they witt 
amount to thirty-two thoufand fcvcn hundred and 
fixty-eight milUons of doUars, which, at that -era, ' 
will be tlie realexpence of the city, even if xeftrlc- 
tcd only to tlie original two millions. This com- I 
putation (hews the folly of finking a capital on an 
ohjeA which is both unproduftive and fuperfluous. 

At the end of the nineteenth century^ the federal 
guarries above ground will not be worth fbgi*eat a 
lum ; nor indeed worth what they originally co/K i 
They cannot, like a high road, or an improved farm, j 
pay a large interefl. They are mei^e unprodudive ' 
maffes of brick and lime^ and wood and flone, the 
{pawn of lotteries and land jobbings for all which . 
fine articles Mr. Theodore Sedgwick imagines j 
It pur duty to be grateful. 

Tliis projeft of the federal city has been ei^amined 
at fome length, becaufe the fubjeft is very imper- 
fcaiy undexitood, and hacaufc the pUn, if comple* 
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ted, mtifl: end in dcftroying the American conftitu- 
tion. The monarchical party in the convention of - 
1787, had the following claufcthruft into that paperv 
The Congrcfs fliall have power to exercifc ex- 
CLUSIVE legi/latioHy in all cafes whatjoever^ ovor 
" fuch diftrift, not exceeding ten miles fquare^ a^ 
may, by ceffion of particular ftates, and the ac- 
ceptance of Congrefs, become the feat of govem- 
tnentof the United States/' A like claufe was 
never heard of before in the conftitution, or prac- 
tical adminiftration of any government in the world* 
- Suppofethat, at the Engliffi revolution of 1688^ 
the new parliament had declared themfelvesexclu- 
five legiflators over a Iquare of ten mUes, and of 
Which St. Stephen's chapel was to be the centre* 
Exclufive legiflation is but another term for arbi-^ 
trary power, bccaufe it confounds the charafters of 
judge and legiflator. In fo fmall a fpace,^ where 
parliament were fureto fee every thing, liiagiftratcs 
would have been nothing but their tools j and jobsj^ 
defpotifin, anarchy, and revolt muft have enfiieJ^ 
The citizens of London and Weftniinftcr would, 
in two or three years at the utmoft, have laid the 
new government on its back. But it would be wrong-* 
ing the charafter of the Englifh nation to put the- 
fuppofition that a claufe fo abfurd, fo fantaftical, 
fo big with mifchief, and confufion could ever have 
paft in that country. Such an originality was rc- 
fcrvedforthe fertile brain of Alexander Hamilton * 
In the convention of bolted doors, this bauble waa 
part of the compromife and facrifice granted by Ma^ 
difon and his friends to the royal failion. Being 
combined with better materials, it was without re- 
fleftion accepted by the citizens of America, hi 
a parting appeal to their common fenfe, let us only 
figure this cafe, that the ftate of Pennfylvania had 
ceded to Congrcfs a diftridt of tcp milps^ including: 
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this city. There is not a man in Philadelphia Tvb0 
wifhes to fee Congrels eredled into its exclufive le- 
giflators. ' 

Their ignorance, their caprice, the natural inib- 
lence of unlimited autliority) would, in a few years, 
Have thinned the ftrcets of the city. If on the 4tb of 
July, 1795, Congrcfshad held exclufive legiilation 
in Philadelphia the evening would not have clofed 
with a fliowcr of brick-bats. The difmounting and 
diiarming of captain John Morrell, of the china 
wai e-houfe, in North Front-ftreet, and his being la 
bafely pitched into Frog-pond at Kenfington, might 
have produced a general maflacre of the citizcDS* 
The falc of his fword for fixpence, on his declining 
to reclaim it, might have eafily been turned into a 
hi^h crime and mifdenieanour. This inference be- 
comes very probable, when we contemplate the 
bloody maxims of our American duke or Alva*. 
Tluis much for the federal city. 

On the 5th of February, 1796, the bill of ap- 
propriation for the current year, having* gone 

• AI«andcr Hamilton \vifhed, that the people^ afitmbled at 
•« Braddock's field, iad burnt Pittfiurgh." Randolph'^ Vindicfttiofe, 
p. 83. One motive afflgncd in argument, for calling forth the mi- 

]itia> has been, that a government can never be faid to be eftabliftM 

ed, until fome SIGNAL disflay has manifeftcdits power ofW^ 
«' iary coercnn. «« Thii maxim," adds Randolph^ " if Indulged^ woold 
•* heap curfesupon the government. Theftrength of agomnmenf 

is the aflfe^^ion of the people," Ibid p. 102. The n»xixns and 
-wiftics of Mr. Hamilton exceed any fcntimcnt recorded from, the 
hemp-crack-govemor of the Netherlands. They rather approacti 
to the comprehenfive fublimity of Caligula. 

It is extremely worthy of notice, that although the Gazette of the 
United States has been conftantly railing at Randolph, yet no deQi<- 
a1 has ever appeared as to the accuracy of the paflages above quoted. 
Jt is no wonder that, after fuch dikroverics, the party hate bun. 
They fometimes harp upon his ftile. It is at lead far fuperiort^ 
that ef Mr. Fcnno's auxiliaries. If Randolph is not ib acute, fo 
terfe, fo critical, and fo brilliant, as Thomas Jeffcrfon, yet, in hit 
printed correfpondcnce with Hammond, he writes like a maB wlie 
scant well, afid who felt for the wrongs of his country. 
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through both honfes, was approved by the prcfi- 
dent. This approbation is an infigni^cant foi*m. The 
worft laws, as well as thebcft ones, haie^pr fevc-r 
ral years paft, conftantly received the prefideKt's 
affirmative. J n ail, cafes of importance, however^ 
bis will is prcvipully underftood and ftriftly obey- 
ed by a majority of the Senate. There may have 
been one or two exceptions to this rule, but none 
for a confiderable. time. In . the cafe of Madifon's 
firft refblution, and of Mr. Clarke^s bill for prohi- 
biting commercial intercourfe with England, the 
i^enate were, indeed, equally divided, and the cs^ 
ting vote of Mr. Adams negatived both. But here 
it mufl: be fuppofed, that Mr, Waftiington had kept 
himfelf in fufpence. He had only jufl parted with 
Jefferfon, and Hamilton was not yet completely 
fixed in the faddle. When the latter faft came to 
be known, every/Jfrfefr^z/meafure was bolted througjU 
by a large maijority. After all, when two legifla- 
tive bodies have agreed to a law, it is below their 
dignity to enquire for the opinion of any finglc - 
man. By the conftitution, a prefident who wiffaes 
to be troublefomc, can raife conGderable confufion. 
If he rcfufes approbation, the law is fent back to 
Congrefs ; and, unlefs two-thirds of each honfc 
(hall afterwards agree to it, the law becomes void. 
It is very feldom that fo great a majority unites 
upon an important meafure. The Senate confifts, 
at prefent, of thirty-two members ; and, by this 
plaufe of the cohftittition, Mr. Adams, fupported" 
by eleven fbnators, being more than one-third of tlie 
whole number, could prevent the pafling of any 
bill which he did not like. Thus the veto of twelve 
perfons,who are not wifer or better than their neigh- 
bours, might in every inftance overweigh the whole 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, though fupported by 
twenty-one feqators. This is one of the miftakes 
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Od the 9tli of ' Fcbi-uary, was pre£ented the mf^ 
xnorial above inferted from the fnuff-makers of 
PhUadelphia« : The of which they complained 
exepoipliiics thcremark of Moirtaignc, that there i$ 
.^^ nothing To commonly or (b grofsly faulty as 

laws.*^ The firft ofjthe two. ftatoites iB queftion 
required the^perfprmancc of ixnpqffibilities. For 
inftance, thefnuff maker was to fwear to ^, daily pux^ 
nal of the fnplf grinded. To be able to do £b h^ 
tauft have taken down his mill at the end of every 
4^y's work, and another entire day wasrequifitefor 
putting it again in order. Thus between taking down 
and Jetting Hp^ the fnufF-makcr would have fpcnt 
four or five days in the week in hard work, with- 
out grinding one ounce of fnufF. Mr. Thomas Lei- 
pcr, and his fellow fufFercrs, had not logic enough ' 
jtp convince Mr. Hamilton, Mr^ Sedgwick, and Dr. 
Smith, of this rule producing a hardfhip. Other 
claufeswere equally ftupid, oppreflivc, and imprac- 
ticable. A ruinous excife on refined fugar manu- 
faftured in America had been blended in the fame 
law with fnuff^, and it ftill remains in force. In a 
proof flieet of they^r/ Aijlory of excife^ it Was fta- 

Brought over, 761 
Statesi and of the works of Meffirs. Harper and Cobbety 
to be reforted to Ibr occaiional inforinat2oh> . • 100 

To my trouble in figning recalls^ and af^x>intments of fqr* 
tign ainbafiador$« e. g. the recall of my Ton from HoUand> 
for which he had received an outfit ot nine thoufand dol- 
larsi to vaj trbuUe^ at the fame time, in a]:^inting him 
ambaffador to Portueal^ with a fecond outfit of nine thou* 
fand doUan, of recalling him within fix weeksi and fend- 
ing him to Berlin,^ wiih a third outfit of nine thoufand 
dollars, over and above bis falariesy ^ - 120 

To my lofsof time in bowing on the ftreet to the addi- 
tional acquaincancel whom I have acquired ^/zr^ my ap- 
pointmcQtj • • . . f ^ 
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be preceded by a redudUon of die mflfs of pftperl 
Hence thefe leaders wiAi to encourage the importa* 
tion of Britifli good5% The merchants who import 
them, alio, and whb,* in general, deteft Americad 
rivaKhipy^ are in conftant habits -of difcounting at 
die banks, and it is of confequence to favour fucbi 
ftlnable cuftomer^. Thefe obvious motive tend 
todlake the federal commanders anxious ior^ tlMt 
deleft conneiftidh'with England* The fame fcale 
of lu^ment teads them to abhor the FrenclK 
among whom paper currency hai^ always been de& 
pifed. Hence, among^ cither reafens, we find their 
conftaat- iftclinatioR^ to revile France^v Hencf 
their enthuliaftic zeal, for the completion of Jajr^ 
treaty to which the jbumat o^f Congrefs hath flo^ 
brought us. ' ' 

Nothing that excited general attention occurr<d 
in Congrefs from the trial of Randall till the m of 
M»ch. On that day, thcf Prefident fent a meilage 

each houie infbriilkig them that ratifications oi 
the Brltifh treaty had been exchanged at London^ 
on the 28th of Oat>ber, 1795. I have direikd 

the fame to be promulgafed/' added the Prefr. 
d^ent, and herewitb tranfmlt'^ copy thereof for 
^^ the informatidn of Cbngrefi/' This was dearlj^ 
thte ftyle of a ptiblk officer, ^wb6 coofidered his au^ 
thorityoh this point, as Ihdepei^deM ai&d unqu^ 

* C«nidco> ifi hifl Mftoiy of Eliaabetht hook iv. fj. 44)» im 
thefe words. Tke Fien^ti la3iry«rs fayi that wbatfocver is once aB« 

iu;xed to the crown of France* doth infepfirably adhere to it for-i 
*' cveu^/* Thia vindicates the iepublicaxis from » fafpidon of innoya^ 
aSAhf -^hHi they refiife fo^re^re the Low Coiititries to theetepeioi^* 

DuHag the time of the Fftnph l6ago<l> Elizaibetfa was advifed ta 
atteoipt the cctoqneft ^ fkjady and Nori»ar»dy.. She heard it/' 
<ays Camden, " with regret and diflike, and rejedcd u with much 
*^ indignation, facing, 'wM^t/oever ike Idjt it^ of the kingdom rf Fttnut 

eometby it fwill, imdoubteMji be the eve cf the defirn^kit tf Eniknd9*\ 
Ibid* p. 444* 

fl9 
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topk the whole burden upon themfclvcs ; and whc^ 
ther Jay obeyed his inftruAions, or broke theni,wai 
a queftipn entirely between himfelf and the Prdi- 
dent, from' whom exclufiyely he accepted of theml 
The Senate had, beforehand, refigned all right of 
thinking upon the fubje£i". They poflcfled no fu"* 
turc title to call for the inftr unions. The fit tinlc 
for that demand had paffed away.* ■ If the treaty 
'piraved tobe" ^ good pme, it was quite a frivolous 
eiKjoiry, wli^ether ;thi6 Inftrudiions- were right or 
wrong. If it was bad, the Prefident flood in the 
gap^ and they could difappoint all bad efFeft^ by a 
rejeftion. They approved of the whole treaty; 
one article excepted. It was, thereafter, ratified by 
the jPrefidcnt. ' Here tthe cbarafter of thefc two 
Iffatichte'^, or tdtiher of thefe two fprigs from the 
trunk of r^/^/^^^^/^ztfo^, was completely embarked^ 

There does not appear any folid reafon why the 
Frtfiidcnt, in thcfcquel, fubmitted Jay's inflriitftions 
to the Senate, aflcr the treaty had been ratified^ 
The only time for fuch a* commuHicdtion was be-' 
fore Jay failed for ErigianiJi The inftrument could 
only.ilaiid or feli?, not by the tenor of.the inltruc- 
tions, but by its own intrinfic value. The tardr 
prodiiftion of Jay's orders refembled a Chineic 
marriage. The lover, it iis faid, does hot fee his 
milirefs till after the wedding, but has leave to fcndf 
her home again, if he does not like her. The Pre- 
fident could only fend this paper as a matter of ct- 
vility. The Senate had loft their right of calling 
for the inftruftions. They had not even a dectent* < 
pretence to have challenged Jay. He adi/ed as pri-' 
vate agent to Mr.Wafbington, and the Senate had^' 
in plain juftice,. no more to do with hun, than tht 
Prefident had with his.fccretary, Mr. Trumbal. ' 

But farther, Jay was, upon a different ground^^ 
placed beyond this reaoh of pdribnal , ccmiequen^fllB^^ 
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^* tend that in fabftautial eqoity, you have not been 
the agent of Mr. Waftiington, but of lord Grcnif 
ville ; and that the cdmpulfive operation . created 
by your perfidy on the minds of the Senate and 

V Prdident, transferred the conftitutional reQ)onft- 
bility frdm them to you. The charges her ft' 

" made agalnfl: you are matters of ftrongfufpicion, 
but not of certainty. We are in want of cvi- 

V dencc either to fupport or toTcftitethem. Wc 
can only get that evidence by reforting to your 
inftruftionSy for you can ovXyht impeached on the 
head of having ditobeyed them, and of your difo- 

" dienee having thereafter (hackled the delibera- 
" tions of the Prefident and Senate. For the pur* 
" pofe of afcertaininff your guilt or innocence, 
*^ we are going to folicit the Prefident. He hai; 
" fent thefe papers to the Senate. He cannot, 
* ■ therefore, in common civility, or even decency, 
" deny our Tcqueft. Vet wc have no conftitutiou- 
" al right of deitta^dingthe paper. The power of 
making /r«fA?/ has been exclufively and jointly 
" vefted in the Senate and in him. No part of 
the coiiftitution t^uircs th^t he fiiould explain 
to our houfe his motives, or divulge, unlefs by 
his own fl^e will, your inftruAions and fubfeqnent 
correfpondenwi If he withholds thefe means of 
^^ information and impeachment, we can only grum- 
ble into filence, and blu(h at tht contemptible in- 
cenfe of adulation that, for feven years paft, 
have piled on the altar of Mount Vernon.'* 
The above is apprehended to contain a fummary 
ofthe argutoisnts that might have been employe4in 
favour of impeaching Jay. The ftrefs lies on zC- 
certaining that the Prefident difliked the treaty, and 
gave it a reluftant ratification. On this pointy JLan- 
dolph affords a copious evidence. " Myopinion,'' 
fays jMr. Wafliington, " rdpciting the treaty^ is 
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reafon fbr this moffori, Mr. Livingfton faid thafc 
thq *|>roduftion of the papers would determine the 
houfe whether " an iippcachment would be. deem?*:- 
V ed advifcfeble*.'^ But hi3 ^ chief reafon was' 
^.■ firm Q0nyi^ipji:tbat. the houfe. were. yelled with* 
^' ia difcretiouary power of carrying.the treaty into: 

effeft,- or refufing it their fan^ion. To guide 
^^them.iu an enlightened determination as to that^ 
*'.point, tbc papers are neceffar y ; th^y would cer-» 

tainly throw light upc?nthe fubj^, rand, enable 

the houfe to determine whether thcj treaty was . 
^_!'Jii£h z% that 'it pught to bt carried into effcft^.^' 
Mr, Liviqgfton c^ilk the litter hi^ prmcipal rezCon. 
He. did not ipeak exaftly what he thought. The 
papers called: for tould not be needful to guide the 
determination of the houfe^ as to whether tbssf: 
ihould iikfjidlton the treaty^ for nothing but its indv-( 
vidua! merits; could: dccidte fqr-or againft.it. Butj: 
fcconjd, if Jb^ pape/s were needfu^^. the houfe, bci*. 
fore this time, had virtually, tbQUgh- not officially^ 
feen th^» ^ ThcyiMdbcM lyiag for fome time on 
the table <>f th^^.S^enate, Maiiy- Rqprefentativ.ca. had 
gone up flairs' and: read thetn^ ^and every uieoiberi 
was acquainted with tb^ eflence of their contents.' 
Hence, they could not bewanted ibrthBipurpofeioE 
determining an opinion about the ti^eaty, ev;en.ha9i 
its fate refl:ed oa.fuchra»difclofere- 

'Mr. lyivingftop well fcwwthat- his rformer reaiba 
for wanting the papers was .^ilmofl: equally hollow. 
He knew, or he well might; ,have known, that aa 
impeachmt?nt was adv4C^<rf>le».. Tbp, fequd of 
the debates difcovered the real fcnfe of his party. 
The iprojeft of impeachment was hut rardy and 
faintljr dwelt updn, . But the -dcmocratical mem- 
bers had other and gpodrealons for defiring an o&. 
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ficial communication of the inftruAions^ This 
would have fixed the perfidy of Jay in departing 
from them. Popular refentment at his behaviour 
would have rifen td the higlieft pitch. His alledged 
preceptor, Mr. iiamilton, would have been involved 
in the clamour. The treaty muft, on freflb grounds, 
have become an objr A of jealoufy and difguft ; and 
this addition to the force of its enemies was to have 
enfured, in the Houfe of Keprefentatives, a refufal 
of money for its fulfilment. 

By an impeachment of Jay, nothing, in common 
fcnfe, could be expeAed, but an enormous wafte of 
time and of congreflional wages, a pernicious and 
endlefs delay in the routine of private bulinels^ and 
finally, a triumphant acquital of the envoy. In de- 
fiance of all imaginable tedimony, the Britifh trea- 
ty majority in the Senate were fure to have pro- 
nounced him guiltlefs. Look at their extrufion of 
Albert Gallatin, at their fraternal embrace of MflT. 
Gunn and Marthal ! 

' Thus it appears that Mr. Livif{^^n could hopd 
tor nothing from an impeachment, and be as ^ViUlicf 
needed the inflruAi^ns^ to complete hte -opinion of 
the treaty, fhat opinion had been long'tince mattf-' 
red. It is difficult to keejj from fmiling When we per- 
ceive an intelligent legiflator ftanding up, and give- 
ing all rcafons but the real one, id defence of his re- 
Iblution. The debate iafted^ with fbme intervals, 
from the 7thof March to the 7th of April, both 
cludve; and the report occupies three hundred and 
eighty-fix clofe printed oftavo pages. This is the 

* In the debate of the 21ft of Marcbf Mr. WxUiani obremd 
that « for the fpace of ten weeks, any member of .that IiqbA 
might have fecn them," Bach/Ci vol i. p. 236, . But the grraj jpA 
*i8, that no member could, from fuch infpeCUDtfy Vetiture to ^OM 
them in the Houfe of Rcprcfcntativei^ He would have been cal- 
kd to order, and obliged to fit dowiu ' 
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American mode of managing legiflativc debates. 
In a Briti(h Hodfc of Cbnimoris, the queftioil could 
hardly have becfh pr6traft6d beydiid fix o^clock oa 
a lecond morning^ 

Mr; Williani Lyriiah rofe riext after Mr. Liviilg- 
fton . He defen ded thfe refolutidft . Onfe of his ar-» 
guments was, that polfihly the pajier^" xhlght throw 
^' fuch light as to produce a very great degree o£ 
".unanimity relative to that iriftrument (viz. the 
" treaty). Such circuxhftancei^ inight poflBibly ba^ 
difeiofcd a^ to reconcile thofc llow oppofed jo it, 
and .whp might othcirwife remain irreconcilable* 
" I^thc fcfolutlop'tehdedron objcft it was 

" efFeftirig a valuable piirpofe.^* Mr . Lyman held 
the treaty in tiotofioUs dcteftation, fo that thi* 
largUihent was hiere . hypocritital cSmting. Thtt 
Unanimity which he defired and expeAed from a 
produftioh of the paperl^ was not for the treaty, but 
againjl it. As to impeachmjent, Mr. Lymajn fpoke 
hot one word. Mr. Giles on the fame fide, follow- 
ed. He did not contemplate iippeachment as the 
ptohuble ijQTue, but the inform^^tion might tend, 
perhaps, to recoticilc thofc novfr averfe tdthc in- 
ftrument.'* This gentleman fpokc with as little 
finccrity as the. two former* We may obferve 
how very foon the Madifonians began td file away 
from their impeachment. 

Mr. Morray fucceedcd Mr* Giles^ He ot)pofed 
the refolation. He denied the right ctf the hoiifd 
to intermeddle in treaties, unlefi tljicfe were alled- 
ged to be unconJiitutionaL He objefted the general 
irilpolicy of expofihg fecrets of ftat«. Mr* Murray 
is a moderate and ferifible fpeakef ; but, with 2SL 
his fondnefs for fecrecy, he would certainly hayc 
voted forxht refohition, if itsreal ofcjeft had been 
to promote the fuccefs of the frosty. 

Mr. Buck, jjflpther. friend to jay, took the fam€ 
fide, bvit not from an apprehex^ion that the jp»- 
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vacuity, and elegant loquacity of Harper, often 
approaching to good fenfc, yet almoft never get- 
ting up to it, hold out prominent materials for amu- 
fing illuftration. But the number of reipeAaUe 
fpeakers was greatly fuperiorto that of fuch phan- 
toms as thefe. In general, a member of Congrefs 
hath fufRcient prudence either to hold his tongnc^^ 
or to tell his fcntiments in a way which does not 
make him ridiculous. 

On Thurfday, the 24th of March, 17961 a divi- 
fion took place W a committee of the whole faoufe 
on this refolution to call for Jay's inftruftions and 
correlpondence. It pafled by fixty-pne votes againft: 
thirty-eight. This was a majority unufual on great 
political queftlons. When fome viftim who haft 
been reduced to beggary by the late war, or fotac 
French officer who neglefted to c«ll, in due time, 
for his arrears of pay, has the weaknefs to (blick 
Congrefs, a negative pafles with unanimity, or fome- 
thing like it. But in matters of high political im- 
port, the majority runs, for the moft part, very 
clofe. The refolution paft in the houfo by fixty- 
two votes againft thbty-feveri. On the 25th of 
March, it was prefcntcd to the Prefidcnt. On the 
30th, he fent a refufal of the papers. His iheflage 
mifquoted and perverted the requeft of the houfe 
into a pofitive demand^ and thenpretendcd to refiiifc 
what had not been afkedt. Their behaviour gtive 
Mr. Wafliington reafonto defpiftthem. The de- 
bates that l^ed for eight, ten, or twenty days 
about an anfwer to his annual {peech difhonoured 
the whole body. His refufal of the inftruftions 
^was to conceal the difobedience of Jay, and his 
own tamenefs in bearing it. 

The majority of fixty-two ought to have received 
the melfage with fileqt dildain, and prohibited then:, 

t Ste American Annual Rt^ftery chap, u 
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would rcfufe money for fulfilling Jay's treaty. The 
(fecond implied, that when the houfedefircd the cx^ 
ecutivcto leathern have the inftruftions, they were 
not obliged co tell for what purpofe the paper was 
wanted. Madifon explained and enforced the re- 
folutions with that fuperior knowledge, ingenuity, 
^and eloquence, which have fo often illuftrated and 
'adorned the tranfaftions of Congrefs. Next day, 
they were paft, ayes fifty-feven, noes thirty-five. 
They were not worth One half of the trouble 
which they coft. To illuminate and brace the minds 
•of the people it would have been better to propofc 
the ftriking twenty thoufand dollars from the prefi- 
dent^s falary. Mr. Adams, as a premium for his two 
Britifh negatives, might have been rcftriflied to 
twelve dollars per day during the fitting of Con- 
grefs, This is the allowance to a fpeaker of the 
reprefentatives, a charafter of more real ufe, and 
who bears more aftual drudgery than the Senate 
and their vice-prefident put together. Suchi^fb- 
lutions could not have been carried, but the bare 
propofal woiild have conveyed an important hint. 
A contraft might have been run between an old 
foldier with the palfy and fcvcn dollars and an half 
per annum, or his widow with •fix ragged children, 
and Mrs. Wafhington go flipping for a whole evenmg 
at the national expence,with fifty or an hundred and 
fifty women, while fnuff-mills and fugar-bakeries 
were caft idle by the approbation of her hufband. 

Treaties had, within ^ fhort time, been cnteiv 
^pd into by the United States with Britain, with Al* 
giers, with Spain, and with thofc Indians whom 
Wayne defeated at fort Mianiis. On the 13th of 
April, I7^>6, Mr. Sedgwick moved a refolution 
that provUion ftiould be made for carrying thefc 
treaties into cffeft. He meant that the houfe ought 
^o vote funts of money for that end, and view 
\f\ bundling tl^e whole four treaties into one reiblu« 
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the fourth. We arc as dcfirous as you can be 
for fricndlhfp with Spain, and for jcace with Al^ 
giers and the Indians. But GUI' Britifh treaty, 

" that you propofc to dtOfroj^ is of infinitely grea- 
ter importaiice in our eyes than all the others col- 
IciSively, andthe intcrcft and independence of our 
country into the bargain. Grenville has advcf- 

" ted to you, as American jacobins, and has aflu- 
red the toad-eating Thomas Pinckncy that a Bri- 
tifli army (hall, if we requeft it, be fent over to 
cru(h you. But if we rejeft this treaty, that aid 

" cannot be expefted ; and that twilight of our po- 
litical millenium fliall be forever extinguifhed, 
while fo fignal a defeat on the floor ofCongrcfs 
will give a mortal blow to the power which we at 
prefent poflcfs. Mankind will begin to think 
and aft. about us with common fenfe. They will 
demand a publication of the books of the treajury^ 
They will no longer pay intereft for forty mil- 

" lions of dollars of domeftic debt to creditors, till 
they fliall have learned T(;Ao thefe people are ? And 
whether WilUwn Smith, or Izard, or Hillhoufe, 
or Sedgwick, has waded farthcft into the funds ? 
This prolpeft is terrible. To avert it we (hall 

" fall or conquer by the fide of the treaty. If that 
cannot be carried, we fhall rejoice in blocking 
up th^ Milliflippi, hi whetting the tomohawk, in 
glutting the pirates of Barbary With the plunder 
of our commerce.'* 

The refolution was negatived. The three trea^- 
ties were agreed to. A fecond feries of debates occur- 
red as to the granting of money for fulfilling Jay's 
treaty. This ended ort thefirft'of May, 1796. The 
approprid^ns part, in committee of the whole^ by 
the cafting vote of thje chairman, Mr. Muhlenberg, 
the votes of members beiilg forty-eight on* eacM> 
iSde. In tbc hou^e^ tbis appropriation pail by fifly-> 



